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Changing Seasons – Changing Lives 
Father Peter Patrick Kimani 
 

Summer Blessings 
 

As we come to the end of the school year and the 
beginning of summer, we have a lot to give thanks to 
God for He has brought us so far. Spring is a time when 
we come to the end of so many chapters in our life, 
and the beginning of new ones. We give thanks to God 
for our beautiful Easter celebrations after two years of 
living with the Covid-19 pandemic. We had 19 of our 
young ones receiving their First Holy Communion. Since 
July 2021 we have baptized 38 children and others are 

coming up before the end of June. Eight of our teenagers were confirmed, and one adult 
confirmation will be done at the Cathedral on Pentecost Day. We have also had nine weddings. 
We look forward to future celebrations of these sacraments. They keep our Church alive. 
Thanks to all Formation team members and all those who have made this happen. 
 
School, as one of the ministries in our Church, is coming to a good ending considering all the 
challenges we have faced with the pandemic. We congratulate 35 candidates who are 
graduating this year. Thank you to all who are involved in one way or another, directly or 
indirectly, in support of our students, staff and families. On a sad note, our principal, Ms. 
Grams, will not be returning next school year. We thank God for Ms. Grams’s service to our 
school for the last six years. We wish her God’s blessings in her endeavors. Let us pray for the 
search committee to find a dedicated person who is a good fit for our school to fill that 
position. Also, congratulations to all parishioners who have graduated to different levels in their 
lives. May the good Lord be with them as they begin new chapters in their lives. 
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“Father, Creator of all, thank You for summer! Thank You for the warmth of the sun and the 
increased daylight. Thank You for the beauty I see all around me and for the opportunity to be 
outside and enjoy Your creation. Thank You for the increased time I have to be with my friends 
and family, and for the more casual pace of the summer season. Draw me closer to You this 
summer. Teach me how I can pray no matter where I am or what I am doing. Warm my soul 
with the awareness of Your presence and light my path with Your Word and Counsel. As I enjoy 
Your creation, create in me a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst for You.” - Author Unknown 
 
Remember, as you plan for summer, plan with God. God does not take a vacation. Have a 
blessed and safe summer. Pray for me as I pray for you. I will be on vacation for the next four 
weeks. God is good all the time; all the time God is good. 
  
 

Human Concerns Reports >>> 
 

Facing Racism 
Susan Ragatz 
 

Even in Our Neighborhood 
 

Good things happen and bad things happen. Unfortunately, they 
don’t happen predictably.  When bad things, especially big bad 
things, don’t occur for a while, we get used to the break in 
tension, we drop our guard, and we relax.   
 
But some people don’t get to relax, ever. For reasons that have 
nothing to do with how good a person they are or how good the 
choices they make, they’re always at risk.  Nationality, skin color, accent or just the family they 
were born into provide the excuses others use to treat them badly. 
 
That’s not wise, fair or Christian. If it doesn’t happen to us, and especially if we don’t  
act in a biased way ourselves, we might not realize how frequent or pervasive it is.  We likely 
benefit from bias, without realizing it. We get hired first; we get loans more easily; we get 
served more quickly in stores.  We don’t get stopped when driving in nice neighborhoods.  We 
assume that others have the same experiences – but for those who are on the receiving end of 
bias, of racism, it is bruise upon bruise, and the hurt, tension and perhaps righteous anger build 
up, affecting lifestyle, security, health and wellbeing. 
 
What should we, as Christians, do?  First, of course, we should pray, but we can’t stop there. 
We need to become aware of the existence of bias all around us. We cannot hope to fix what 
we do not see. We should stand with our neighbors, always. When someone is demeaning, 
dismissive or acts in any way that’s unfair, we should call them out, complain, take our business 
elsewhere. Our silence, our acquiescence, makes us supporters of racism without lifting a 
finger. If we want a better world for all of us, we have to do our part to make it so. 
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“…too often racism comes in the form of the sin of omission, when individuals, communities, 
and even churches remain silent and fail to act against racial injustice when it is encountered.” 
 -US Cath. Conf. of Bishops, Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love, Nov. 2018 
 
 

Tour New Holocaust Museum 
Judy Ballard 

 
Tour Dates:  

Thursday, June 9 
Sunday, June 12 

 
The Facing Racism Education Committee is 
planning a visit to the America's Black Holocaust 
Museum (ABHM) at its new location, 401 North 
Ave in Milwaukee, for our Saint Sebastian and 
Saint Catherine parishioners. We plan to do visits 
on Thursday, June 9, at 11 a.m. and again on 

Sunday, June 12, at 12 p.m. We will be leaving from Saint Sebastian Church near the Corner of 
54th and Washington Boulevard 15 minutes prior to our actual visit both days. 
 
The museum serves a center for education and scholarship related to the Black Holocaust and 
as a supportive forum for sharing thoughts about race and racism in America. After the visit on 
both dates, there will be an opportunity for discussion led by members of the Facing Racism 
Committee in a Conference Room at the Museum for those who would want to stay.  
 
The actual self-guided tour takes about an hour. The cost of tickets is $7 for Adults, $6 for 
Seniors, $5 for children 17 and under. You will be expected to buy your ticket at the door. If you 
have any questions about this visit, contact Judy Ballard at 414-379-1797 and leave a voice 
message if she does not answer. 
 

Tour Southern Sites of the Civil Rights Movement 
Saint Catherine Centennial Pilgrimage, September 28 through October 4, 2022  

 
As part of the Centennial celebration, Saint Catherine Parish is arranging a pilgrimage to 
important civil rights sites in the South. The demand for American civil rights spanned decades, 
cities and states. Discover it for yourself, and make sure the stories that changed history are 
never lost. This will be a bus trip to the cities of: Memphis, TN  /  Birmingham, AL  /  
Montgomery, AL / Selma, AL   / Nashville, TN. 
 
Check out the sample itinerary and application forms for the pilgrimage. The due date on the 
application has been extended to June 15. Turn in application and deposit to Carole Poth in the 
Parish Office. Contact:  Mary Krolikowski at mkemk4418@gmail.com. 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CYC2BP-Q3cd1UbcysIBUXERPTDsOpQ2c/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZStLOroK-VMMbrPmI6_5vHksjfiXlcgJ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:mkemk4418@gmail.com?subject=Pilgrimage
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Faith Formation Updates >>> 

Confirmation 
Margaret Lee 
 

Blessings on Our Confirmands 
 
Please keep in prayer the eight Confirmation candidates who were confirmed by Bishop 
Schuerman on Monday, May 23. We ask the Holy Spirit to instill in them the gifts of courage, 
wisdom, understanding, right judgement, 
wonder and awe, reverence and knowledge. 
May they forever use their time, talent and 
treasure to build up God’s kingdom here on 
Earth. We give gratitude to God for their YES 
and pray God will bless them abundantly.  
 
The candidates have chosen a beautiful 
array of saint names: Jack Patrick Ambrose, 
McKenna Agatha Fox, Will Peter Fulcher, 
Nevan Genesuis Kearney, Madelyn 
Catherine Lessard, Charles Ignatius 
Lipscomb, Anna Francis Lichucki and Cole 
Germaine Terry. 
 

Moms Group 
Maggie Shelledy McAsey 
 

Game Night and Playground Meet Up 

Anyone who identifies as a mom is welcome at our next gatherings: a game night on 
Wednesday, June 14, at 6:30 p.m, and a playground meet up on Tuesday, July 12, at 5:30 p.m. 

To get more details, please join our email list by emailing co-leaders Chelsea Duffy and Maggie 
Shelledy McAsey at media@saintsebs.org. Can't wait to see you! 

Vacation Bible School 
Morgan Frank 
 
    Bring Your Ideas and Talents 
 
Please join us Wednesday, June 15, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish House Dining Room for another 
Vacation Bible School planning meeting. VBS will run August 8 through 12 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
This is open to all who are interested in volunteering with the program or just want to share 
ideas. If you have any questions, please contact Morgan Frank at mfrank@saintsebs.org. 

 

 

mailto:media@saintsebs.org
mailto:mfrank@saintsebs.org
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Craft Group >>> 

Earrings 
Stephanie Netzel 
 
    Join Us on Tuesday, June 7 

Everybody loves another pair of earrings. The Craft Group will be making two different kinds on 
Tuesday, June 7, at 7:30 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room. They will be crystal earrings in 
different colors and Christmas tree earrings. Both will be sold at the annual Christmas Boutique 
on Saturday, December 3. We hope you will join us. Everyone is always welcome.  

 

Prayer & Worship >>> 

Change in Environment 
Julia Galligan 

Help Needed Saturday, June 4 

Volunteers are needed to help our Environment Team take down Easter decor and install 
Pentecost Sunday decorations. This is a fun way to meet fellow parishioners and share your 
love of beautifying the church.  Judy Hill and Teri Marsicek, of our Environment team, need 
eight volunteers to help remove Easter decorations in the church and to help install Pentecost 
decorations on Saturday, June 4, from 9 to 11 a.m. Please call Julia Galligan at 414-453-1061 to 
register. 

FORMED Website 
 
Every St. Sebastian and St Catherine parishioner has access to FORMED. Step-by-step 
Directions for your free account:  
1. Go to http://www.formed.org   2. Select - Sign Up Button  
3. Select – Sign up as a parishioner   4. Find your parish – St. Sebastian Milwaukee  
5. Select Next      6. Enter your name and email  
7. Select – Sign Up     8. You will then have access to all of the 
content! 

 

 

 

Getting To Know You 
 

In case you have missed past interviews with parish 
members, watch on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/StSebTube  
 

http://www.formed.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StSebTube
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Prayers 
 

Our Little Lives 

 

Our little lives, our big problems—these we place 

upon Your altar! 

The quietness in Your temple of silence again and 

again rebuffs us: 

For some there is no discipline to hold them steady 

in the waiting, 

And the minds reject the noiseless invasion of Your 

spirit. 

For some there is no will to offer what is central in 

the thoughts— 

The confusion is so manifest, there is no starting 

place to take hold. 

For some the evils of the world tear down all 

concentrations 

And scatter the focus of the high resolves. 

We do not know how to do what we know to do. 

We do not know how to be what we know to be. 

Our little lives, our big problems—these we place upon Your altar! 

Pour out upon us whatever our spirits need of shock, of life, of release 

That we may find strength for these days— 

Courage and hope for tomorrow. 

In confidence we rest in Your sustaining grace 

Which makes possible triumph in defeat, gain in loss, and love in hate. 

We rejoice this day to say: 

Our little lives, our big problems—these we place upon Your altar! 

 
Howard Thurman (1900 -1981) 

 

Putting Love into Practice 

 

Love consists in sharing 

what one has 

and what one is 

with those one loves. 

Love ought to show itself in deeds 

more than in words. 

 
- Ignatius of Loyola 

 
  

Please continue to read the bulletin; it’s available online from our parish website or if you 
would like to have it mailed to you, contact the parish office at 414-453-1061. 

 

https://saintsebs.org/

