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Human Concerns Reports >>> 

Our Neighborhood 
Susan Ragatz 
 

 Standing Up for Neighbors 
 
We shape the world we’re in by every choice we 
make. Tolerating small injustices and unkindness 
fosters more cruelty.  Racism, poverty, selfishness 
and dishonesty can all intermingle to grow a knot 
of unGodly wickedness. 
 

It happens right here.  A number of years ago, 
some white kids drove up and harassed a few boys 
walking near our school, one of whom was black.  
The walkers became angry and tossed a plastic 

water bottle towards the car. Shots rang out from the car.  A boy was hit and collapsed in our 
school playground. Fortunately, he survived. 
 
Our family lives on a city boundary. Over the years we’ve seen black driver after black driver 
pulled over. We accepted what we saw as “justice.” We assumed the officers always “had good 
reason” for their actions and overlooked the disparity – thus giving tacit permission to officers 
who may have misused their power to enforce their prejudices.  It took articles in the paper to 
get us to think about what we’d seen with our own eyes – stories of a mocking police party on 
MLK Day and additional stories of gross disparities in traffic stops, ticketing and other 
interactions between police and non-white people.    
 
Eddie Cullen, a local politician, was talking with a reporter less than two years ago and his home 
and family came up. He and his wife hesitated to look for a home in Wauwatosa because his 
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wife, who is biracial, has repeatedly been stopped and questioned when driving home from 
Mayfair. They also worried about guests facing harassment. 
 
This is our neighborhood and our lifetime. It IS our business – and we either tolerate and 
support wrong or stand up for all our neighbors.  WWJD? 
 
“When you see something that is not right, not fair, not just, you have to speak up. You have to 
say something; you have to do something.”  ― Rep. John Lewis 
 

Rights & Responsibilities 
Annalisa Ragatz 
 
    Focus on Catholic Social Teachings 
 
The Human Concerns Committee has decided to focus on the CST (Catholic Social Teaching) of 
Rights and Responsibilities this new parish year. 

 
The protection of human dignity is 
the foundation upon which an 
understanding of rights and 
responsibilities rests. The human 
person, made in God’s image and 
likeness, is born into a community 
of relationships and is social by 
nature. Rights and responsibilities 
are seen as the demands of 
upholding and defending human 
dignity socially, economically and 
politically. Rights begin with the 
right to life and include the right to 
those things necessary for basic 

human survival. Responsibilities begin with responsibilities to one another, to one’s family and 
to the larger society. 
 
Rights are realized in community, providing a means by which human persons in a society can 
function effectively, thereby securing respect for human dignity and promotion of the common 
good. The following non-exhaustive list of rights are found in Church’s encyclicals:  
 

 the right to life, food and shelter (RN #4, 10) the right to private property (RN #5) 

 the right to choose one’s state in life (RN #9) the right to a living wage (RN #34) 

 the right to a just wage (LE #19) 
(Click here to read more.) 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sPdKNr4QLTLsi4HXzlgW02UxD7QJ4_D0/view?usp=sharing
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WISCONSIN CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 
June 24, 2022 

STATEMENT OF THE WISCONSIN CATHOLIC BISHOPS  

ON DOBBS V. JACKSON WOMEN’S HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
 

Today the U.S. Supreme Court issued its opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 

overturning Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey. This decision corrects a tragic wrong in 

our federal jurisprudence that has permitted the killing of millions of innocent human beings. In 

Wisconsin alone, approximately 600,000 unique lives were taken, each created in God’s image and 

loved for all eternity. 

 

While relieved that an inhumane and unjust right to abortion has been struck down, we know well that 

many of Wisconsin’s pregnant and parenting women face grave challenges. It is for this reason that 

our prayers and our work to protect every human life must increase. 

 

The Catholic Church in Wisconsin is redoubling its efforts to care for women and their children. 

Already, Catholic health care, Catholic Charities, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, the Knights of 

Columbus, pregnancy help centers, food pantries, and thousands of volunteers serve women and 

children in need. Catholic adoption agencies help mothers find forever families of their choosing for 

their newborns. Project Rachel Ministry provides confidential and compassionate healing to those who 

grieve past abortions. In addition to these long-standing ministries, the Church’s new initiative, 

Walking with Moms in Need, connects pregnant and parenting women with parishioners so that 

mothers receive the material, emotional, and spiritual support they deserve and desire. 

 

Though these ministries are necessary, they are not sufficient. We must change our social and 

economic structures so that no woman is pitted against her unborn child and every woman is 

empowered to pursue education, employment, and parenting, if she so chooses. 

 

Through our public policy voice, the Wisconsin Catholic Conference, we will continue to support laws 

that protect unborn children, support marriage and family, expand care for women and children – 

including postpartum, mental health, and substance use treatment – and increase access to childcare, 

affordable housing, employment training, and nutrition assistance. We will persist in calling for 

increases to the Earned Income Tax Credit and for the creation of a state adoption tax credit. Finally, 

we will work with all people of good will to identify and promote new protections for human life at 

every stage. 

 

Now is the time to come together to heal our social divisions and ensure that every human being is 

treated with the utmost tenderness, dignity, and respect. 

 

Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki, Archbishop of Milwaukee 

Most Reverend Donald J. Hying, Bishop of Madison 

Most Reverend David L. Ricken, Bishop of Green Bay 

Most Reverend William P. Callahan, OFM Conv., Bishop of La Crosse 

Most Reverend James P. Powers, Bishop of Superior 

 

106 E. Doty Street • Suite 300 • Madison, WI 53703 
Tel 608/257-0004 • Fax 608/257-0376 • Website http://www.wisconsincatholic.org 

 

http://www.wisconsincatholic.org/
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U.S. Supreme Court Dobbs Decision  

Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki 

    “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you.” (Jeremiah 1:5) 

As a Church that advances the Culture of Life and as members of a civil society, we welcome the 
decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in the Dobbs case.  

While no doubt we all feel a renewed hope for the future, let us also remember that our 
struggle to preserve the sanctity of human life is only just beginning. Abortion laws now return 
to the individual states. Our challenge is to continue to promote that human life begins at 
conception and needs to be protected at all times. 

The Church will continue to support all women — especially those experiencing unplanned 
pregnancies where abortion seems like the only or easy solution — by providing the spiritual, 
emotional and financial support necessary through our parishes, support networks and 
pregnancy centers.    

I appeal to all in our society to work together to make the thought of abortion not only 
unthinkable, but also unnecessary. 

More than 63 million children lost their lives to the scourge of abortion. May their souls, and all 
the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. 

 

 

Stewardship Committee Updates >>> 

 

Welcome Lisa Weger! 
JoAnn Stasiewicz 
 

 Committee Has a New Chair 

      
The Stewardship Committee is happy to announce Lisa Weger as the new chairperson. Lisa has 
been a member of St. Sebs for many years and her daughter, Noella, is a 2021 graduate of our 
Parish School. Over the years, Lisa has dedicated herself to many of the parish’s endeavors. As 
an involved parent in the Home and Association, Lisa worked as the Fish Fry Coordinator, (a 
multifaceted position) for four years. She did it with aplomb and ease, never, letting anyone see 
how nervous she was, which is a real talent. With Lisa retiring as the Fish Fry Coordinator, she 
was looking for a way in which she can serve the parish and accepted the chair position for the 
Stewardship Committee. With Lisa’s commitment and dedication to St. Sebs, the committee 
welcomes her! Keep your eyes open for future events and ways Stewardship will enrich our 
parish life.  
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Stewardship Committee Needs You! 
Lisa Weger 
 
    Help Plan Fun Activities      
   
The stewardship committee needs your help! We are looking to recruit a few more members to 
help us minister more effectively. 

This committee identifies opportunities for members of the parish to share their time, talent, 
and treasure. It establishes ongoing processes to recruit, recognize and thank volunteers within 
all our parish ministries. 

St. Sebastian Stewardship helps with coordinating FUN activities such as: Donut Sunday, 
Thursday Night Markets, New Member Welcome activities/events, and our Summer Outdoor 
Mass. 

When? – Meeting the 2nd Wednesday of each month @ 5:30  
Where? – Multipurpose Room 
What? – Help on sub-committees such as: New Member/Welcome, Hospitality, Parish 
Life, Time & Talent, and Communications. 
  

You are encouraged to drop by a meeting and check us out!  

 

Finance Committee Reports >>> 

 

Finance Policies 
Maricolette Walsh 
 

 View Updated Policies 
 
The Finance Council has spent many months reviewing policies, updating some and creating 
others that best describe the actual practices of the parish.  The Council believes that these 
policies best protect donor gifts, safeguard all funds yet allow for enough flexibility to manage 
parish finances carefully throughout each year.  (Click here to view Finance Policies.) 
 

 Staff Anniversaries 
Joann Perleberg 
 

 Special 2022 Anniversaries 
 

The following employees are celebrating special anniversaries in 2022.  We value all our 
employees but wish to especially thank the following individuals for their service to Saint 
Sebastian. If you see them, please thank them for their service. 
 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cmEaQOsxSpQDyt7VspRWjl_4BqyUVbKa/view?usp=sharing
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Five Years of Service    Ten Years of Service   
Jan Ellestad, Teacher              Lisa Sobczak, Teacher 
Kathie Rauworth, Teacher    Molly Ambrose, Teacher 
Timothy Rabideau, Maintenance Crew 
 
15 Years of Service    20 Years of Service 
Melinda Runnoe, Dean of Students  Patricia Higgins, School Support Staff & Sacristan 
 
25 Years of Service     
Michael Kamenski, Director of Prayer & Worship & Pastoral Associate 
 
35 Years of Service 
Patricia Fredericks, School Administrative Assistant 
 
 

 
 
 

Faith Formation Updates >>> 

Vacation Bible School 
Morgan Frank 

 Camp Covenant – August 8-12 

Vacation Bible School is Officially open! Registration is available for students ages 3 years old 
(must be potty trained) to 5th grade. VBS will run from August 8 through 12 from 9 a.m. to 
noon. The theme is Camp Covenant. Registration can be found on the St Sebastian website. It 
closes August 1. 

We are also looking for volunteers to help the children with this fun, faith-giving experience. 
Volunteers can be anywhere between the ages of 6th grade to adults. Contact Morgan Frank at 
mfrank@saintsebs.org. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10m4QddkGj54MJmr2NjP7vpGnZ0lbbfkbxBOJTDckdUI/viewform?edit_requested=true
mailto:mfrank@saintsebs.org
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Moms Group 
Chelsea Duffy 

Moms Group and Men’s Group Cookout 

The next Moms Group playground meetup will be on Tuesday, July 12th at 5:30 pm at the St. 
Sebastian playground. This time, the Men’s Group will be joining us for a cookout! Bring the 
whole family for dinner and fellowship. 

Many thanks to the Men’s Group who were "voluntold" they should have a cookout during the 
Moms Group meeting to spare us from planning our own dinners. They decided to say yes 
anyway as a gracious act of service. Also, there was talk of this being grilling aficionados' "time 
to shine." 

This is also an opportunity for men of all ages to get to know one another more, so bring 
husbands, cool uncles, grandads, and more! 

Questions about the Moms Group? Please join our email list by emailing co-leaders Chelsea 
Duffy and Maggie Shelledy McAsey at media@saintsebs.org.  

Questions about the Mens Group? Email Matthew Duffy at duffym22@gmail.com.  

Can't wait to see you there! 
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FORMED Website 
 
Every St. Sebastian and St Catherine parishioner has access to FORMED. Step-by-step Directions for 
your free account:  
1. Go to http://www.formed.org   2. Select - Sign Up Button  
3. Select – Sign up as a parishioner   4. Find your parish – St. Sebastian Milwaukee  
5. Select Next      6. Enter your name and email  
7. Select – Sign Up     8. You will then have access to all of the content! 

 Getting To Know You 

In case you have missed past interviews with parish members, watch 
on YouTube: https://youtu.be/0ULd3p9RihQ or listen on 
Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/show/3fACwdN61YXRI2cgIL9o4L  

 
 

 

mailto:media@saintsebs.org
mailto:duffym22@gmail.com
http://www.formed.org/
https://youtu.be/0ULd3p9RihQ
https://open.spotify.com/show/3fACwdN61YXRI2cgIL9o4L
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Prayer & Worship Reports >>> 

Prayers for Humility & Peace 

 

 A Christian Prayer for the Virtue of Humility 
  

Lord Jesus, when you walked the earth, 
Your humility obscured your Kingship, 
Your meekness confused the arrogant 
Hindering them from grasping your purpose, 
Your nobleness attending to the destitute. 
Teach me to model after your eminence, 
To subject my human nature to humility. 
Grant me with a natural inclination 
To never view myself greater than anyone. 
Banish all lingering sparks of self-importance 
That could elevate me greater than you. 
Let my heart always imitate your humility. 
 

- Author Unknown (jesuitresources.org, Xavier University) 
 

     Live with Peach in Your Heart 
 
As you announce peace with your mouth, make sure that greater peace 
is in your hearts. Let no one be provoked to anger or scandal through 
you, but may everyone be drawn to peace, kindness, and harmony 
through your gentleness. For we have been called to this: to heal the 
wounded, bind up the broken, and recall the erring. [3] 
 
[3] The Legend of the Three Companions, chap. 14, in Francis of Assisi: 

Early Documents, vol. 2, The Founder (New York: New City Press, 2000), 102. 
 

Craft Group >>> 
Monthly Meeting 
Stephanie Netzel 

Join Us July 12    

The St. Sebs monthly Craft Group get-together is nigh again. This month we will be making 
salt/pepper shaker vases. They would make a wonderful small gift for a co-worker, friend or 
relative and will be sold at the annual Christmas Boutique on Saturday December 3rd this year. 
Items that would add to the supply include salt or pepper shakers, buttons, colored wire, florist 
wire and wire cutters. If you have none of these items but would like to learn a new skill or just 
help out, please come to the meeting. All are welcome on Tuesday July 12 at 7:00 in the Multi-
Purpose Room. 
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School  >>> 
Fish Fry 
 

 
Please continue to read the bulletin; it’s available online or if you would like to have it mailed 
to you, contact the parish office at 414-453-1061. 

  

 

 

 

 

The St. Sebastian Fish Fry Crew held their annual volunteer appreciation party at O’Brien’s Pub to commemorate the end 

of a fruitful season. This incredible crew served up 3,094 dinners and 918 buckets of plump golden fish, and 652 bowls of 

creamy shrimp chowder!  

This year’s St. Sebastian Fish Fry season has been completely unpredictable. We had no idea what to expect by only 

offering carry out dinners for the entire season. There were times I wondered how we were going to serve the 

multitudes of people that come out for the BEST fish fry in town. We had to learn to be more flexible than ever while 

adjusting to supply chain and volunteer staff shortages. In the end, we had an outstanding year, many thanks to all the 

volunteers who made this happen! 

With my daughter graduating from St. Seb’s last year, I knew the time was coming for me to pass on 

the baton to a new fish fry coordinator on the Home & School committee. I am excited to announce 

that Liz Martin has agreed to step in and lead the fish fry into the future. Liz, her husband, Chad, and 

their 3 children Drago (5th), Seamus (4th), & Lena (2nd) recently relocated to St. Sebastian’s from Ohio 

just a few years back. The Martin’s quickly got involved at St. Seb’s school and parish and have been 

a blessing to our community! Liz currently holds a position as the Special Events Manager at Catholic 

Memorial High School and after shadowing together for the past year, I have full confidence that she 

is a perfect fit for this roll!    

When I took over coordinating fish fry back in 2018, I had no clue what I had just agreed to. I just 

knew I had a love for fish fry and the people that made it so much fun! Leading fish fry has definitely taught me to 

believe and trust in God. It’s a beautiful miracle to watch it all come together each month! I am truly blessed and 

thankful for the many connections I have made through fish fry. It opened my eyes to see that there are so many 

amazing people doing good work all around St. Sebastian! Although I won’t be coordinating any longer, I promise to 

always support fish fry with a passion!  

God Bless 

~Lisa Weger 

 

  


