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Who Do You Say I Am? 
Father Peter Patrick Kamini 
 

Developing a Personal Relationship with Jesus 
 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Mt. 16: 13-16. 
Every year, Saint Sebastian School comes up with a theme to reflect on the entire year. This 
year theme is: “Who do you say I am?” It’s a profound question Jesus asked his disciple. Jesus 
started with a general question, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” Which was easy for 
them to answer. The second part, they were kind of hesitant, because it touched the core and 
they had not reflected on it. Peter, through the power of the Holy Spirit, answered, “You are 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  
 
As Christians, this is a question we always need to ask ourselves, “Who is Jesus for me?” Yes, 
we can have a general answer as we were taught when we were young, but that answer 
changes now and then depending on the situation or circumstances. We need to have a 
personal relationship with Jesus. This is the fundamental reason for the question Jesus is asking 
his disciples and us. Jesus was preparing his disciples to be firm when he is gone, and so to us 
too.  
 
I like also to ask in my interaction with other people, “Who do they say I am?” Am I the same 
person I was before the pandemic? It is not the challenges that define us, it is how we respond 
to those challenges. We have become so divided on the issue of the pandemic, because we 
have different views and positions, which is ok, but we should learn to be patient and tolerant 
with each other. In all these issues, where is Jesus and how do we respond to the question 
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“Who do you say I am?” This is a passing storm, and we need each other as before Covid-19. Let 
us learn to be Jesus to each other – mostly being a role model for our younger generations on 
how we respond to the challenges we encounter in life. God is good all the time; all the time 
God is good! Let us be our brothers/sisters keeper. Happy Valentine’s Day!      
 
 
 

Funraisers >>> 
 
 

Fish Fry 
Lisa Weger 

February Fish Fry 
 
Friday, February 4, 4:30 - 7:30 p.m., School Cafeteria. Come on out and enjoy the BEST 
neighborhood fish fry around! You’ll love the fresh cut cod (baked or beer-battered), crispy 
French fries, and our highly coveted savory shrimp chowder. Currently we are offering a carry-
out menu only. The fish fry committee is working hard to keep fish fry up and running safely. 
Thank you for your continued support! 
 
 

Calling All Crafters 
Stephanie Netzel 
 

Craft Group Meeting February 1 
 
Please join us Tuesday, February 1, at 7 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room for the first Craft Group 
meeting of 2022. We will be working on two projects: One is Ladybug Golfballs and the other is 
Crystal Beaded Ornaments. Supplies needed include beading mats, round nosed pliers and 
sharp tipped scissors. Please come even if you do not have the supplies. There will be lots to 
share. Questions can be directed to Sam Ragatz at 414-778-0260. 
 
For the March 1 meeting, we will be working on tile trivets, scissors holders and glass 
ornaments. This meeting will also be held in the Multipurpose room at 7 p.m. 
 
Everyone is always welcome. Everything that is made will be sold at the annual Christmas 
Boutique that falls on Saturday, December 3, this year. All profits are given to Saint Sebastian 
parish. 
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Please Join Us! 

St. Sebastian JOY Auction 2022 

Saturday, February 26, 2022 

7 -11 p.m. 

St. Sebastian School Gymnasium & Cafeteria  

with Virtual Option 

7 p.m. Cocktail Hour / 7:30 p.m. Heavy Appetizers 

8:30 p.m.  Heads & Tails and Raffle Drawings 

9: p.m.  Silent Auction Closes 

9 p.m.  Live Auction (Virtual Auction Opens)  

Complimentary soda, beer, wine and signature cocktail all evening. 

 

  
 

Scan Here for JOY! 

 
We look forward to an evening of JOY with all of you! 

Molly and Dillon Ambrose & Melissa and Jake Corr 
Auction Co-Chairs 

 
 

 

This year, in honor of the JOY our 

parish brings to us, we are hoping for 

MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION, so please 

buy your tickets now, whether they be 

in person ($40 per person early bird/ 

$50 after Feb.14) or registering 

virtually at http://bit.ly/sebs-

auction2022.  We are also seeking 

silent and live auction donations.  Please 

fill out and submit a donation form under 

the "donate an item" tab on the website.   
 

http://bit.ly/sebs-auction2022
http://bit.ly/sebs-auction2022
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Human Concerns Reports >>> 
 

U.S. Black History  
Susan Ragatz 
 

 Forging a Better Future by Recognizing Past Wrongs 
 
February is Black History Month.  U.S. Black History is both powerful and terrible and is often 
buried for the sake of our comfort.  We need to know and recognize the past in order to own 
the history of our present and forge a better future for all of us. 
 
While forms of slavery always existed, it was not a major international industry prior to the 
15th century. Up to 10 million people, many of them children, were shipped to the New World 
as slaves, and records indicate a fifth or more didn’t survive the trip. Ships carried trade goods 
and supplies from Europe to African colonies, then slaves to the New World, and gold, furs and 
raw materials back to Europe. 
 
In colonial times British law did not cover slavery.  It did include indenturing where someone 
works in exchange for something – payment of passage, payment of a debt or even the 
purchase of that person’s prison sentence – agreed to be a servant for a set number of years. It 
was a contract with that individual, with a set end. The differences are striking. Indentured 
servants might be badly treated, but they had recognized rights and a specific length of service, 
and the indenture did not extend to their children.  
 
Slavery was imposed by force through wars and wholesale kidnappings in Africa – often by 
private companies and their partners who had charters to run African colonies.  Once Africans 

were here it was unending and, 
by including their children, self-
perpetuating.  Children could 
be taken away at any time and 
sold. Colonies where slavery 
was introduced created laws to 
allow and enforce it. When 
colonists went to England, they 
sometimes took slaves with 
them since there were no 
British laws about slavery until 

1833 when Great Britain outlawed slavery in all British Colonies, ending slavery everywhere in 
the British Empire.  
 
Colonial slavery began because growing large crops of sugar or cotton required more hand 
labor than farmers or hired labor could or would do – only slaves could be worked so hard. 
Slavery made large plantations possible and profitable. By the mid-1600s the first southern 
colonies added laws to allow slavery for Africans and their children.  As plantations increased, 
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the entire South became economically dependent on slavery, but it also spread to Northern 
colonies, though in much lower numbers. Many of our founders – altogether eight of the first 
12 presidents including Washington, Jefferson and Madison – owned slaves. Washington freed 
his slaves, although not until his death.  Many others did not, even among those who 
acknowledged the evil of slavery. Laws became more and more restrictive as slavery grew, such 
as outlawing teaching slaves to read or congregate.  
 
The Fugitive Slave Acts of 1793 and 1850, passed by Congress at the insistence of Southern 
slaveowners, empowered enslavers to claim as escaped slaves, black people anywhere in the 
U.S. by stating their claim to a government official. No proof or trial was needed and anyone 
who interfered could be charged, sued and fined. The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 increased 
penalties including imprisonment for those who aided a fugitive.  The Confederacy was formed 
to protect slavery, as was stated in its founding papers. 
 
The work of slaves built much of the wealth of our country but didn’t reach them or their 
children. Land distributed to former slaves in the South after the Civil War under the “40 acres 
and mule” program was mostly reclaimed quickly by white people after federal troops were 
withdrawn. The right to a basic education has often been denied, and the right to own property 
has been restricted in much of the U.S. – including almost all the suburbs of Milwaukee – until 
the Civil Rights Act of 1967!  The cumulative effects of those actions against black families are 
still present today, as is the racism that still exists. Disparities in job offers, promotions, rental 
contracts, home loans, even police stops and prison sentences still burden people because of 
racism.  The energy wasted enforcing bias drags us all down. Today, rights returned because of 
the Civil Rights movement are again threatened – especially the right to vote.    
 
This is not how we think of ourselves and certainly not what many of us believe should be. Yet it 
is what we, collectively, did allow to exist and still allow in many forms. These are some of the 
sins for which Christ died.  As fellow Christians and fellow countrymen, we cannot move 
forward together as one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all until we recognize 
these wrongs, both past and present, step forward and say “No more!” 

 
Getting Ready to Vote 
Joseph Crumrine 

  
Important Election Milestones 

 
Following is the timeline for voting in the Spring Primary: 
 

 January 26: Was the last day to register by mail and online. 
 February 1 (suggested deadline) February 10 (statutory deadline): Last date to request 

an absentee ballot for the Spring Primary. Some people have found that they are still 
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signed up to receive one. Some have had to do a 
new request for this year. You will need to submit 
a picture ID.  

 February 1: First day for in-person absentee voting 
at your Municipal Clerk's office or satellite location 
(early voting). Please keep checking on the status 
of drop boxes as it is back and forth in the Courts 
over the last couple of weeks. There is a lawsuit 
that seeks to eliminate all drop boxes, but the 
courts have not made a final decision.  
(According to a recent state Supreme Court 
decision, drop boxes WILL be allowed for the 
February 15 primary.) You can return your ballot 
by mail with enough lead time for it to get there or 
drop it off in person at your City Clerk’s office.  

 February 1: Last day to register at your Municipal Clerk's office. No later than close of 
business or 5 p.m., whichever comes later. After that, if you still need to register you can 
do it at the polling place on Tuesday, February 15. 

 February 15 is Wisconsin Spring Primary Day. Depending on where you live, there are 
different issues for you to vote on.  

 
Other important voting dates: 
 

 The next Wisconsin General Election  April 5 

 General Primary August 9 

 General Election November 8 
 

Check to see that you are still registered. This is especially important if you have moved. Check 
to see where to vote. Sometimes polling places change. You can do all of this and more at 
myvote.wi.gov. 
 

Update on Redistricting  
 
For the past couple of years, a number of organizations have been working on drawing less 
gerrymandered electoral maps. The Governor set up a non-partisan commission as well. There 
was input all around the state throughout weeks and months of work. The Legislature had one 
very long day of hearings last fall where these were presented along with supporting testimony. 
At the end of the day, the Legislature passed the one that they had drawn up. Many considered 
it more gerrymandered than the current one. The Governor vetoed it. This meant that 
redistricting would be finalized by the Wisconsin Supreme Court.   
 
On Wednesday, January 18, the Wisconsin Supreme Court heard arguments from those who 
submitted maps. While many organizations submitted proposals, many of maps under 
consideration are less than ideal given that the Court required a “least change” framework. By 
starting with maps known to be unconstitutionally gerrymandered, many maps submitted are 

myvote.wi.gov
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not free from the partisan gerrymander built in in 2011. Though hundreds of Wisconsinites 
objected to the Legislature’s proposed maps, they are currently being considered by the 
Supreme Court.  
 
The decision of the Supreme Court will be sent to the Wisconsin Election Commission for 
implementation. In Wisconsin, Supreme Court Justices are elected. You are welcome and 
encouraged to write to them and express your views. See 
https://www.wicourts.gov/contact/SC_Admin_Offices.html 
 

Community Supported Agriculture 
 

    Subscribe for Delivery of Local Veggies, Meat and Eggs!  
   

Saint Sebastian continues 
caring for creation through 
Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA). We have 
arrangements with two 
farmers, both using earth-
friendly farming practices, 
who make deliveries to our 
parish neighborhood at 1314 
North 55th Street.  
 

Farm Happy is a certified organic vegetable farm in Jackson, WI.  They have an online store as 
well as a traditional CSA where you pay a set fee upfront now and then receive weekly 
deliveries of fresh produce starting mid-June for a total of 18 weeks throughout the growing 
season.  If you can't pay the full subscription price up front you can commit to "pay as you go." 
CSA registration is open now and could fill up quick. If you are interested visit the farm's 
website at farmhappyjackson.com for more information.  
 
Green Fire Farm produces grass-fed beef and lamb, pasture-raised pork, poultry and eggs. They 
have an online store at greenfirefarmllc.com . As you will see on their website, the farm focuses 
on practices that "regenerate and build soil, sequester carbon and enhance the health of local 
water, air and nutrient cycles..." With this farm you place and pay for your individualized order 
on line and then pick it up during one of their monthly deliveries to Milwaukee. The next 
delivery date is Friday, February 11, to 1314 North 55th Street with a pick-up window of 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m. The deadline to place orders for that deliver date is Tuesday, February 8. 
 
Watch for news soon about the St. Sebastian Winter Farmers Market making its return in 
March 2022. Thanks for continuing to support small farms. 
 
 

 

https://www.wicourts.gov/contact/SC_Admin_Offices.html
https://www.farmhappyjackson.com/
https://greenfirefarmllc.com/
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St. Vincent de Paul - St. Sebastian Conference 
Rich Mueller 
 
 

    Helping To Fulfill Community Needs 
 
Currently our St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) Conference has 18 active 
members.  In addition to handling areas around the parish, for more 
than one year we have accepted referrals from areas in Milwaukee 
not covered by any SVDP Conference. We do home visits, respecting 
the COVID-19 protocols, to provide "the basic necessities of living," 
such as kitchen appliances, beds, furniture, household items, clothing, 
etc.  The need is substantial and often in areas no more than a stone's 
throw from the parish. In the fourth quarter of 2021 we helped 

approximately 55 families.  We rely solely on parish donations and every penny goes to help our 
neighbors in need.  No donation is too small. 
 
If you are able to give a donation, you can do so either on line at the parish 
website: saintsebastianonline.net or by mailing a check in an envelope to the parish house at 
5400 West Washington Boulevard, Milwaukee 53208 and mark it for Saint Sebastian's SVDP. If 
you have questions regarding what we do, please contact Rich Mueller at 414-531-6205. 
 

Gift, Gratitude and Joy  

Margaret Lee 

Thursdays, February 24 - March 21, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Join us via Zoom for “Gift, Gratitude and Joy: Finding Our Sacred Roots in God’s Creation,” a six-
week small-group discussion on Care for Creation, Franciscan spirituality and the Laudato Si’ 
Encyclical. Through videos, activities, discussions and scripture meditation, you will find not 
only a prayerful moment in these challenging times but experience concrete ways to care for 
the earth and all who inhabit it. Discussion will include the new Laudato Si’ Platform launched 
by the Vatican in 2021. Register at www.tinyurl.com/gift-gratitude. 

This program is sponsored by Catholics for Peace and Justice and developed by the Waukesha 
County Creation Care Network in collaboration with the Milwaukee Archdiocese Office of 
Dignity of the Human Person.  

 

 

 

 

http://saintsebastianonline.net/
www.tinyurl.com/gift-gratitude


9 

 

 
Prayer & Worship Reports >>> 
 

Holy Hour with Adoration 
Deacon Jim Matthias 
 

Questions and Answers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is it? 
It’s an hour of prayer. How you spend the hour is up to you. We often have prayers like the 
Rosary that you can join. Others pray on their own quietly or read from their Bible. Some write 
in spiritual journals. There are usually some songs and guides are given to make it easy to follow 
along. It also includes Adoration. 
 
What is Adoration? 

In a world where there is so much noise, so much bewilderment, 
there is a need for silent adoration of Jesus concealed in the Host. 

— Benedict XVI 
 

The priest or deacon will bring the Eucharist from the tabernacle and place it in a monstrance 
on the altar. As Catholics, we know the Eucharist is the body and blood, soul and divinity of 
Jesus Christ. Spending time before the Blessed Sacrament, in prayer and devotion, is exactly the 
same as spending time before the living God. Adoration occurs whenever someone kneels in 
front of the tabernacle that contains the Blessed Sacrament, genuflects toward a tabernacle, 
bows before receiving the Blessed Sacrament at Mass, or, in a more focused way, when the 
Blessed Sacrament is exposed for adoration.  
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Are children welcome to come? 
Absolutely! Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” It is a wonderful opportunity for 
parents to do “church training.” Get used to the pews, listen to prayers, come close to the 
Eucharist on the altar – parents are encouraged to bring their children to the foot of the altar to 
see Jesus and say hello. 
 

Do I have to stay the whole hour? 
That’s up to you! You are welcome if you can only stay a few minutes. You don’t have to be 
here at the start and you don’t have to stay to the finish. It’s your time with Jesus. Like any 
devotion you may want to start slow and start with times less than an hour. 
 

What is Benediction? 
Near the end of the Holy Hour, the priest or deacon will put on a humeral veil. He then lifts the 
monstrance into the sign of the cross. It is during this time that Jesus Christ Himself blesses 
those in attendance. The priest or deacon wears the veil so his hands do not touch the 
monstrance during the blessing as a sign that it is Jesus who imparts the blessing and not the 
priest or deacon. 
 

When is the Holy Hour? 
Typically, the fourth Wednesday of every month running from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Saint 
Sebastian. There may be exceptions, so check the bulletin to be sure. 
 

Monstrance: An elaborate vessel, usually with a glass window, in which the consecrated 
Eucharistic host is placed for procession or when exposed on the altar. A typical design would 
be a sunburst on a stand, usually topped by a cross.  
 

Humeral Veil: A vestment resembling a shawl worn over the shoulders and arms, allowing one 
to hold an object for ceremonial purposes without directly touching it. 

 

Prayers 
  

    Brigid 
 
You were a woman of peace. 
You brought harmony where there was conflict. 
You brought light to the darkness.  
You brought hope to the downcast. 
May the mantle of your peace cover those who are troubled 
and anxious, and may peace be firmly rooted in our hearts 
and in our world. 
Inspire us to act justly and to reverence all God has made. 
Brigid, you were a voice for the wounded and the weary. 

Strengthen what is weak within us. Calm us into a quietness that heals and listens. 
May we grow each day into greater wholeness in mind, body and spirit. Amen. 
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    Your Peace 
 

God, who is more than we can ever comprehend, 
help us to seek you, and you alone. 
Help us to stand before all that we could do 
and seek what you would do, and do that. 
Lift from us our need to achieve all that we can be 
and instead, 
surrender to what you can be in us. 
Give us ways to refrain from the busyness 
that will put us on edge and off center, 
give us today your peace. 
 
 
 

Faith Formation Updates >>> 

Moms Group 
Maggie Shelledy McAsey  

Board Games and Food Talk  
 

All moms are invited to the next gathering of the St. Sebs / St. Cates Moms' Group on Thursday, 
February 17, at 6 p.m.  It'll be a game night PLUS an opportunity to swap our favorite go-to 
weeknight dinner recipes. Begin brainstorming yours! 
 

We're also excited to bring back the playground meet-up. Save the date for Wednesday, March 
16, at 5:30 p.m. at the St. Sebs playground outside the Gathering Space. 
 

Also, if you'd like to be added to our WhatsApp group text, please shoot us a note. Highlights of 
the chat include the inside scoop on a variety of things including coloring sheets of Black 
American Catholics on the road to sainthood, swapping parenting highs and lows, and much 
more.  
 

If you would like to be added to the email list or WhatsApp group text and receive reminders 
about these events, please email media@saintsebs.org and co-leaders Chelse Duffy and Maggie 
Shelledy McAsey will welcome you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Getting To Know You 
Every Thursday on the St. Sebastian Facebook and YouTube 

Page - https://youtube.com/user/StSebTube- Jon Metz will 
be interviewing someone from the parish or community as he 
tries to get to know the parish better. Check it out! 

mailto:media@saintsebs.org
https://youtube.com/user/StSebTube
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Archive Committee >>> 
 

Organizing Our Historical Landscape 
Mary Patricia Voell 

  
Your Genealogical Treasures Welcome 

 
Saint Sebastian A-Team continues to find and organize the historical landscape of Saint 
Sebastian Parish and School. We welcome your treasures no matter what, especially those from 
the 1980's to present day. If you come across an obituary from a parishioner, please forward it 
to us at sebsarchives5400@gmail.com, or drop off a printed copy at the parish house.  
Obituaries provide tremendous amounts of genealogical information. If you love history as 
much as we do, we welcome your help.  At-home work and in-parish house projects are 
available.    
 
 

  
Please continue to read the bulletin; it’s available online or if you would like to have it mailed 

to you, contact the parish office at 414-453-1061. 

FORMED Website 
 
Every St. Sebastian and St Catherine parishioner has access to FORMED. Step-by-step 
Directions for your free account:  
1. Go to http://www.formed.org   2. Select - Sign Up Button  
3. Select – Sign up as a parishioner   4. Find your parish – St. Sebastian Milwaukee  
5. Select Next      6. Enter your name and email  
7. Select – Sign Up     8. You will then have access to all of the content! 

 

 

mailto:sebsarchives5400@gmail.com
http://www.formed.org/

