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Synod on Synodality 
Father Peter Patrick Kimani 
 

 Listening Is Key to Understanding 
 
Every time I talk to our kindergarten children at school, I like to ask them two simple questions: 
How many mouths do you have? They reply one. How many ears do you have? They reply two.  
I tell them to talk less and listen more. What about us adults? Do we listen to each other? All 
the prejudices, conflicts and biases are a result of not listening to each other. Can we train 
ourselves to listen to one other? When someone is sharing his or her story do we give him or 
her time, or do we interrupt? I was that kind of a person, but I have learned to hold back. It is 
not easy, but it is worth it. It helps people to live in peace and harmony. 
 
Our Catholic Church has come a long way in its history of giving lay people a chance to address 
their views concerning the Church. In 1965, as a result of the Vatican II Council, Pope Paul VI 
instituted what is called the Synod of Bishops. The word “synod” means a prayerful gathering of 
bishops from across the world, during which they pray, listen and discuss matters of 
importance to the Church and to the world. Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they then 
discern the path forward. In recent years, these universal synods have focused on the concerns 
of families and young people. 
 
Pope Francis has gone beyond the synod, not only hearing the views of the bishops, but also 
everyone – and he has called it “synodality.” In October of 2020, His Holiness Pope Francis 
opened the next Synod of Bishops, beginning a two-year process focusing on three concepts: 
communion, participation and mission. This 2021-2023 synod will focus on synodality, meaning 
how we listen to and dialogue with one another and how we journey together, being led by the 
Spirit.  
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Here in our parish, we want to begin listening to and dialoguing with all groups of people and, if 
possible, reach out to those we know who have left our Church. When we make the 
announcement, which will be coming soon, please give your views and opinions on the 
direction you want the Church to take.   
  
 

Prayer & Worship Reports >>> 

Special Blessings 
 
     Blessing of Easter Food 

 
Saint Sebastian Church will celebrate the Polish tradition of the Blessing of Easter Food on 
Saturday, April 16, at 12 p.m. in the Church. This is not a Mass, but a blessing for each of the 
parts of the Easter meal. It should last about 15 minutes. Persons who wish to participate in the 
blessing should assemble a decorative basket with samples of different parts of the meal (some 

of which are illustrated here), including 
wine, cakes and sausages. Small (token) 
samples of each are decoratively placed 
in a basket and brought to the Church. 
This blessed food is then shared with all 
those who partake in the family Easter 
meal on Easter Sunday. Children are 
invited to bring their own smaller 
baskets with candies and breads and 
sweets.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Mike Kamenski at 
mkamenski@saintsebs.org. 
 

     
Good Friday Collection 

The collection on Good Friday is for the care and maintenance of Holy Land sites. Checks should 
be made payable to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee and should be noted “Holy Land Collection.” 

    Holy Week Mass Schedule 

Palm Sunday   April 10  10 a.m.  Cluster Mass at Saint Sebastian  
       (No Mass at 8 a.m.) 
Holy Thursday  April 14  7 p.m.   Mass at Saint Catherine 
Good Friday   April 15  1 p.m.   Service at Saint Sebastian 
     2:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross at Saint Sebastian 
Easter Vigil   April 16  8:30 p.m.  Mass at Saint Catherine 
Easter Masses  April 17 8 a.m.  Masses at Saint Sebastian 

10:30 a.m.  (No Mass at 6 p.m.) 
 

 

mailto:mkamenski@saintsebs.org
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Prayers Celebrating the Easter Season 
 
    Draw Us Forth 
 
Draw us forth, God of all creation. 
Draw us forward and away from limited certainty 
into the immense world of your love. 
Give us the capacity to even for a moment 
taste the richness of the feast you give us. 
Give us the peace to live with uncertainty, 
with questions, 
with doubts. 
Help us to experience the resurrection anew 
with open wonder and an increasing ability 
to see you in the people of Easter. 
 
- Author Unknown 
from Xavier University-Easter Prayers 
 
    A Fasting Suggestion from Pope Francis 
 
Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
Fast from worries and trust in God. 
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
Fast from bitterness and fill you heart with joy. 
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 
Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

Getting To Know You 
Every Thursday on the St. Sebastian Facebook and YouTube 

Page - https://youtube.com/user/StSebTube- Jon Metz 
will be interviewing someone from the parish or community 
as he tries to get to know the parish better. Check it out! 
 

 

https://youtube.com/user/StSebTube
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Human Concerns Reports >>> 
Using Human Resources Wisely 
Susan Ragatz 
 

A Source of Loss 
 
Racism still exists and hurts us all. The death of George Floyd was the modern equivalent of a 
lynching, as was the death of Trayvon Martin and the death of Ahmaud Arbery.   
 

A more widespread, invidious version of racism is daily 
discrimination in hiring, promotions and pay. Kline, Rose & 
Walters published a working paper of their new study in 2021 
that showed applications for job interviews to Fortune 500 
companies got consistently fewer positive responses if they 
included a traditionally black first name than a traditionally 
white one. 
 
We tell all our children to work hard, do well in school, learn 
skills and become contributing members of society – but we do 
not give all of our children a fair chance to succeed. People who 
have extra barriers to getting good jobs must often settle for 
less desirable jobs, with less pay and longer hours. They work 

harder and longer to support their families which leaves them with less time, energy and other 
resources to help their children – piling up the costs of discrimination on future generations. 
 
God doesn’t discriminate – a wealth of intelligence, talent, skills and energy are found 
throughout the human family, but we waste some of that God-given ability when we add extra 
barriers for some people.  We currently face world-wide challenges including Global Warming, 
the Covid Pandemic and war. We need hundreds of thousands of additional teachers, scientists, 
health care workers and a plethora of other “essential workers.”  We need all the help we can 
get – we can’t afford to waste any of those abilities. 
 
Racism costs us in other ways too.  We are social beings. We need interaction with each other. 
Babies who are cut off from others, who lack personal attention, even if all their other needs 
are met, develop “institutional syndrome.”  They fail to thrive, lose appetite, become passive 
and often ill. People who are isolated from others are much more prone to depression and have 
shorter lives. In a larger sense, societies that are divided, in which groups are isolated, also 
display more conflicts and are much less resilient.   
 
If we care about our society and our future, we need to recognize and cherish all the gifts God 
has given us so we can use them all wisely and fully. 
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Walking in Solidarity with Teosinte  
David B. Goehner 

 
 Sharing the Way of the Cross 

 
Jesus’ agonizing journey to Golgotha is the classic example of “the road less traveled.” Many of 
us have, at times more or less frequent, journeyed through pain and despair. Our sisters and 
brothers in Teosinte, compared to us, likely walk a far less traveled road through political, 
economic, educational and social injustice. 
 

 
 
Yet, no matter what any of us believe in the moment, we never walk alone. The cross Jesus 
carried is each of us, here at Saint Sebastian Parish, there in Teosinte, undocumented 
Salvadoran folk in the U.S. and other countries, all people. 
 
We walk in solidarity with our sisters and brothers in Teosinte. That solidarity started in 1991 
and continues in our sistering relationship of common hope, sharing of resources, connecting in 
prayer. That solidarity was predated when Jesus suffered the Way of the Cross. 
 
We celebrate our sistering relationship of solidarity with Teosinte on Friday, April 8, at 7 p.m. as 
we share our parish Way of the Cross meditation.  Whether you prefer to meditate on your 
own, or in other ways, lift your prayerful hearts in solidarity with all people, and know that we 
walk hand in hand, soul in soul, with our sisters and brothers in Teosinte. May peace and 
unexpected joys bedeck your ways. 
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Exercise Your Right to Vote 
Joseph Crumrine 
 

 Wisconsin General Election: April 5 

 
The right to freely vote is a gift that many take for granted. It is one of 
the easiest and most important ways to participate in the larger 
community. It has far-reaching impacts upon Racial and Social Justice 
and Equity which are a major focus of so many of our ministries in the 
Community. Saint Sebastian parishioners can play an important role in 
increasing voter participation and having an influence on our 
community outside of our Parish "boundaries." 
 
During the April 5th Election voters will be making important decisions about the future of our 
schools, courts and local communities. Save the date and make your plan to be a voter – 
whether you plan to vote in person or absentee by mail. If you did not vote in the February 
primary, your polling place and local district may have changed. Check your registration status, 
find your polling place, request an absentee ballot and more at myvote.wi.gov. 
Make sure you have a plan to vote. Remind up to 20 other people among your friends and 
family to vote and ask them to remind 20 other people. This is a great, easy way to have good 
voter turnout.  
 
Since the February Primary, the rules have changed!  
 
If you plan to vote absentee, there will be no drop boxes. If you vote absentee, you will need to 
mail back your ballot in plenty of time for the post office to get it in on time. Or you can take it 
to your Clerk’s office. For Milwaukee, this is downtown across from City Hall.  
 
If you are helping anyone else vote. You MAY NOT drop their ballot off for them. It has to be 
mailed. This includes people who are disabled, people in nursing homes, people in the hospital, 
people in jail awaiting trial, etc. Make sure they request an absentee ballot ahead of time and 
get it in the mail ASAP.  
 
Having drop boxes and dropping another person’s vote off were practices adopted in many 
places during COVID, but state law does not provide for either of them. The Courts just upheld 
the lawsuit to discontinue them and adhere strictly to state law.   

What’s on the ballot this spring?  

 Court of Appeals Judge, Districts II, III, IV  

 Circuit Court Judge 

 Other local nonpartisan offices including: County Board of Supervisors, City Council, 

and School Board. 

Follow the links for more information about the offices up for election. 

https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/
https://lwvwi.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ea86dd7c46f5cfdcf3e4a00&id=e422928640&e=d2b4aa972e
https://lwvwi.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ea86dd7c46f5cfdcf3e4a00&id=92f0a87ac7&e=d2b4aa972e
https://lwvwi.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ea86dd7c46f5cfdcf3e4a00&id=e7f12a4733&e=d2b4aa972e
https://lwvwi.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ea86dd7c46f5cfdcf3e4a00&id=f955669a24&e=d2b4aa972e
https://lwvwi.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ea86dd7c46f5cfdcf3e4a00&id=791c37fe9e&e=d2b4aa972e
https://lwvwi.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ea86dd7c46f5cfdcf3e4a00&id=0765bbecad&e=d2b4aa972e
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Redistricting News 

Early in March, the Wisconsin Supreme Court upheld the re-districting maps submitted by the 

Governor. You may recall that Fair Maps Wisconsin and many other citizen groups worked very 

hard for many months to draw new maps. The Wisconsin Legislature had one long day of 

hearings, rejected them all, and voted to pass their own map that was considered by most to be 

even more gerrymandered than the old one. The Governor vetoed this Map, so the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court had to make the final decision. The Court said they would only consider maps 

that started with the old one and went from there. The map the Governor had submitted 

ended up being the one that they decided to use. The Wisconsin Legislature took it to the 

United States Supreme Court where it was sent back to the Wisconsin Supreme Court to 

analyze information proving the map does not violate the Voting Rights Act.  So, for now the 

redistricting is still up in the air. 

 

Ending Mass Incarceration 
Mary Carian 
 
    Important Transitional Facility 
 
Milwaukee residents are encouraged to contact their alderperson and the mayor about the 
need to keep the Felmers Chaney Center open and find another site for a youth facility. The 
Felmers Chaney provides crucial transitional living quarters for men returning from prison.  It 
enables men to begin working, saving money and reconnecting with family before they are 
released from prison. The DOC has suggested using that site for youth and moving the men 
currently at the Chaney Center to another facility which would make it almost impossible to 
have paid employment. 
 
     

Book Donation  
 
Ending Mass Incarceration encourages all parishioners to 
donate paperbacks and magazines for young men at the 
Milwaukee County Jail during Lent.  Boxes for donations  
can be found in the gathering space.  
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Faith Formation Updates >>> 
 

Moms Group 
Maggie Shelledy McAsey 
 

Oils of the Bible - April 20 at 6:30 pm 

All interested parties (moms and non-moms) are invited to Erin 
Ong's presentation "Oils of the Bible." Essential oils seem like a 
fad nowadays, but did you know that they were widely used in 
ancient scripture? There are over 1100 references of essential 
oils, whether directly or indirectly, in the Bible, and 33 specific 
oils are mentioned. They were used in ancient times as a first 
resource for wellness, as well as for anointing and holy incense. 

Come join us on Wednesday, April 20, at 6:30 p.m. in Saint Sebastian Church with Erin Ong to 
hear how these essential oils were used more than 5000 years ago and take your senses back to 
biblical times by experiencing and smelling them! Erin has been using and dabbling in essential 
oils occasionally over the past couple years but has been an avid user and natural health 
educator for about a year. 

If you would like to be added to the Moms Group email list or WhatsApp group text and receive 
reminders about these events, please email media@saintsebs.org and co-leaders Chelsea Duffy 
and Maggie Shelledy McAsey will welcome you! 

P.S. Save the date for our May playground meet up on Wednesday, May 17, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FORMED Website 
 
Every St. Sebastian and St Catherine parishioner has access to FORMED. Step-by-step 
Directions for your free account:  
1. Go to http://www.formed.org   2. Select - Sign Up Button  
3. Select – Sign up as a parishioner   4. Find your parish – St. Sebastian Milwaukee  
5. Select Next      6. Enter your name and email  
7. Select – Sign Up     8. You will then have access to all of the content! 

mailto:media@saintsebs.org
http://www.formed.org/
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Finance Committee Reports >>> 
 
Important April Mailing 
Joann Perleberg 
 

 Giving Statements and Parish Census 
 
Giving Statements for January through March are being mailed out in mid-April. An important 
component of this mailing is a Parish Census. The last time we conducted a census was in 2017. We will 
be verifying demographic information (names, birthdates, phones, etc.) as well as asking for your 
interest in the different ministries. We ask that all parishioners complete the census forms and return 
them to the parish.   
  

 

Food & Entertainment >>> 
 

Lenten Fish Fry 
Lisa Weger 
 

Carry-Out Every Friday during Lent 
 

Come on out and enjoy the BEST neighborhood fish fry around each Friday during Lent from 
4:30-7:30 pm in the School Cafeteria! You’ll love the fresh cut cod (baked or beer-battered), 
crispy french fries, and our highly coveted savory shrimp chowder. Currently we are offering a 
carry-out menu only. Thank you for your continued support! 
 

Cabaret Is Back 
Robin Hensersky 
 
    Live – In the Church Hall – April 29 and 30   
 

Mark your calendars for Friday, April 29, and Saturday, April 30, at 7 p.m. for the 
looooonnnnngggggg-anticipated performance of “Mixtape!” Two plus years in the making, 
“Mixtape” is a variety show featuring cast members from Saint Sebastian, Saint Catherine and 
the community. Tickets are $20 each and will be on sale soon.  
 
Proof of vaccination will be required upon arrival, and masks are kindly requested (when not 
enjoying the adult beverages available for consumption). 
 
We're excited to be back and hope you will join us for some Cabaret-style merry-making and 
laughter! 
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Classical Symphony Concert 
Michael Kamenski 

    Featuring Pianist Greg Hartmann April 23 at 7:30  

The Menomonee Falls Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Michael Kamenski, offers a special 
classical concert on Saturday, April 23, at 7:30 p.m. at the Hamilton Fine Arts Center in Sussex. 
A young pianist, Greg Hartmann of New Berlin, will perform the famous Rachmaninoff 2nd 
Piano Concerto and will conduct the world premiere of his own composition! See MFSO.net for 
more information. 

School >>> 
 

Fall Volleyball 
Diana Kokalis 
 
    Registration for Fall 2022 

Volleyball registrations for fall 2022 will be due to the school by Tuesday, May 31, for any day 
school or faith formation student currently in 4th through 7th grade. Forms can be found at 
school or on the school website, any questions please contact Diana Kokalis at  
sdk1998@yahoo.com 

Crafts >>> 
 

Craft Group Meeting 
Stephanie Netzel 

    All Are Welcome!     

Please join us Tuesday, April 5, for our monthly Craft Group meeting. We will be making floral 
magnets from aluminum cans. The finished products are quite lovely and you will want to 
purchase some for your family and friends at the annual Christmas Boutique to be held on 
Saturday, December 3. The Craft Group meeting will be held in the Multi-Purpose Room at 
7 p.m.  

 

  
Please continue to read the bulletin; it’s available online or if you would like to have it mailed 

to you, contact the parish office at 414-453-1061. 

 

http://mfso.net/
http://school.saintsebastianonline.net/yac-athletics/
mailto:sdk1998@yahoo.com

