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ABOUT THE FOUNDATION

ST. SEBASTIAN CATHOLIC PARISH
MISSION STATEMENT

Proclaim Christ and grow believers through the

sacramental life of the Church in an inclusive
and responsive Catholic community.

VISION
A community rooted in a rich history, we aim
to sustain our traditions while growing our
community in faith and action.
Together we will:
 Actively welcome people of all ages into a
prayerful and uplifiting environment.
¢ Celebrate the diversity of our urban
neighborhood.
 Continually grow as witnesses with a
contemporary understanding and practice
of the Catholic Church’s teaching in the
light of the Second Vatican Council.
o Act as a sacramental people called to serve
and teach in response to local and global
needs.
» Open ourselves to a deeper, personal
relationship with the Lord.
ST. SEBASTIAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL
MISSION STATEMENT
At St. Sebastian Catholic School, we actively engage in our
faith, academic excellence, and community building. Our
diverse gifts inspire us to grow and persevere as critical
thinkers, problem solvers, and peacemakers who love
God and serve others.

Vision

To grow followers of Christ and positive agents of change
in the world.

The St. Sebastian School Foundation is an ongoing endowed
fund dedicated to supporting our school, its annual theme, and
its mission. Every dollar invested in the St. Sebastian School
Foundation is 100% tax deductible. Contributions help sustain
the exemplary level of education that chldren are receiving at
our parish school. St. Sebastian Catholic School is partially
funded by tuition and support through the state-funded Choice
program. The school’s two other large sources of funding are
parishioner contributions as part of the parish budget and the
School Foundation through its endowment.

ESTABLISHED IN 1983

Founded by forward-thinking parish members in appreciation
and respect for the Catholic education received by their own
and so many parish children.

OUR FOUNDERS

Reverend Gerald T. Schmitz; Gerald F. Leow;

Andrew J. Stockhausen; Hugh R. Braun

Honorable mention - Joan Braun, wife of Hugh R. Braun;
Margaret Leow, wife of Gerald F. Leow; Art and Ann Fink.

The endowed fund’s assets have grown from $28,979 in 1984
to $4,325,386 as of June 30, 2025.

The Foundation has given cumulative support of $3,630,367
to the parish for funding to the school.

2024-2025 Foundation Contribution: $182,000 to support
school operations and programs

BY THE NUMBERS

When you donate to the St. Sebastian School Foundation, you
help make St. Sebastian one of the highest performing Catholic
schools in the city of Milwaukee. By every measure,

St. Sebastian excels.

ENROLLMENT

Total Number of Students: 402

Number of Catholic students: 229 (57%)

Number of School Choice students: 209 (52%)

Speical Needs Scholarship Program (SNSP) students: 9 (4%)

ETHNIC DIVERSITY

Asian - 1%

Black - 23%

Mixed/Two or more races - 22%

White - 54%

8% of school families identify as Hispanic or Latino.

y Eligible for free or reduced lunch: 29%



GREETINGS AND BLESSINGS

What a remarkable start to the school year at St. Sebastian
Catholic School! This year, we joyfully welcomed 402 students
from K3 through 8th grade. The energy and enthusiasm
radiating from our staff, families, and students fill us with
excitement for the year ahead, and we eagerly anticipate the

many successes that await our school community.

St. Sebastian Catholic School provides students with a strong
foundation, offering two classrooms per grade level and three
classrooms at the K3 and K4 levels. Guided by our five Core
values (Engage, Inspire, Grow, Love, and Serve), we strive to
help every child develop not only intellectually, but also
spiritually. We take pride in recognizing students who
exemplify these values in their daily lives. Rooted in our three
mission pillars of Faith, Academic Excellence, and
Community Building, St. Sebastian Catholic School

continues to nurture the whole child in mind, body, and spirit.

Faith: This yeat’s school scripture theme is inspired by
Colossians 3:15: “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
since as members of one body you were called to peace. And
be thankful.” As a school community, we focus on allowing
Christ to guide our thoughts, words, and actions so that His
peace may shine through all we do. Our students learn to live
out their faith by participating in uplifting and engaging class
retreats across all grade levels, and we actively celebrate weekly

Masses hosted by each grade level.

Academic Excellence: In 2025, St. Sebastian Catholic School
earned Archdiocese of Milwaukee Exemplary Recognition in
the category of Whole Student Education. We are thrilled and
grateful for this recognition. St. Sebastian Catholic School is
the only school in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee to have
received this award twice, having also received it in 2018. The
program pays tribute to extraordinary performance in
providing a strong heritage of Catholic identity, academic

excellence, and educating the whole student.

In addition, for the past four years, St. Sebastian School has
received the state of Wisconsin’s highest five-star rating for
“Significantly Exceeds Expectations” for educating its
students. Our teachers work hard to deliver instruction that is

rigorous, engaging, and responsive to their students' needs.
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Community Building: St. Sebastian School’s strong

sense of community is its greatest strength. Each day, we
welcome students from 30 different zip codes, creating a
rich and diverse environment where each child feels
valued and included. We encourage students to foster
connections with others through activities such as
Forensics, musicals, and a robust athletics program. From
volleyball, basketball, and track and field for our middle
schoolers to soccer for our youngest students (K4 through
4th grade), our programs not only build skills but also

foster teamwork, school spirit, and lifelong friendships.

Clearly, we have much to celebrate as we answer God’s
call to educate and inspire our students through our
steadfast commitment to faith, academic excellence, and
community building. The meaningful work that happens
each day would not be possible without the generous
support of the St. Sebastian School Foundation and the
dedication of partners like you. Your faith, generosity, and
commitment to our mission strengthen every aspect of
our community, helping to ensure that our students grow
into the people God calls them to be. May we always give
glory to God through the ways we share our blessings and
invest in the lives of others. We cannot thank you enough

for your continued support, faithfulness, and goodness!
God is good all the time and God bless you,

Very Rev. Peter Patrick Kimani ~ Mrs. Kathleen Immen

Pastor Principal
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For more than a decade, St. Sebastian School
was at the heart of the Murray family’s daily life.
All three of CJ’s children, Luke, Joe, and Maggie,

attended St. Sebastian from K4 through 8th grade.
Today, Luke is pursuing his passion for music at

Berklee College of Music in Boston, Joe is a junior |
at Marquette University High School, and Maggie

is a sophomore at Divine Savior Holy Angels.

Reflecting on 13 consecutive years as a
St. Sebastian parent, CJ recalls how the rhythm of
school life became the thythm of family life.
“The school year calendar and activities were really how we marked time as a family,” he
shares. “Every year, we could look forward to Father’s blessing of the backpacks, sports
seasons, the Halloween parade, Christmas concert, fish frys, and field day. Then we

looked forward to doing it all again the next year.”

What stands out most to CJ] about St. Sebastian School is its enduring sense of
community. “Saint Sebastian is such a welcoming place,” he says. “While the faculty,
staff, and parents may change, the spirit of getting involved to make a great place for our

children is constant through each generation.”

That lasting spirit is what motivates CJ to continue supporting the St. Sebastian
School Foundation. “People I didn’t even know supported the school and my children
when we were there,” he explains. “Offering that same support now helps ensure future

generations benefit from that same generosity.”

Looking ahead, CJ has faith in the school’s continued growth and leadership. “The
needs of the school have changed over 100 years, but the vision and desire to create such
a special place have remained constant. I'm confident the Foundation and school leaders

will make decisions that ensure St. Sebastian’s success for the next century and beyond.”

2025-26 Enrollment at a Five-Year High

ST. SEBASTIAN SCHOOL
STUDENT ENROLLMENT

400

350

402
368 375
354

300 332
250
200

150

100

50

2021- 2022- 2023- 2024- 2025-
2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

School Year

# of students




A JOYFUL BEGINNING: EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM

Walk into the Kindergarten rooms at St. Sebastian School
on any given morning, and you’ll be greeted by a symphony
of laughter, music, and learning in motion. The walls are
filled with colorful artwork, the scent of crayons and
playdough fills the air, and in every corner, small hands are
busy exploring, building, and creating. For K5 teacher Lydia
Carey, this joyful energy is what makes St. Sebastian’s Early
Childhood program (K3-K5) such a special place for young
learners to begin their educational journey.

What truly sets St. Sebastian apart, Carey explains, is its
team of experienced, passionate teachers who understand
both the academic and emotional needs of young children.
“We create nurturing, structured environments that allow
children to thrive,”
clear expectations help them feel safe, confident, and ready
to learn each day.” That balance between structure and

she says. “Our consistent routines and

exploration is at the heart of the program’s success. Students
are given a strong academic foundation that prepares them
well beyond kindergarten, but never at the expense of joy or
discovery.

Every classroom is a world of hands-on learning.
Whether students are painting, counting, or singing, the
teachers at St. Sebastian infuse lessons with play, creativity,
and faith. “We love incorporating play-based and messy
learning experiences that allow students to use their senses,
make discoveries, and express themselves freely,” Carey says.
“When children are excited to explore and proud of what
they create, that’s when the love of learning really begins to
grow.”

That sense of joy extends far beyond the classroom walls.
The Early Childhood teachers at St. Sebastian plan events
and field trips together, providing shared experiences that
build both academic and social connections. Throughout the
year, students grow not just in knowledge but in kindness,
empathy, and independence. Carey describes how intentional
modeling helps children learn emotional regulation and
compassion. “We place a big emphasis on teaching kindness
and empathy,” she explains. “Students begin to understand
how their actions affect others, and that’s such an important
part of growing both socially and spiritually.”

Faith is woven naturally into each day’s rhythm. Through
prayer, Bible stories, and simple acts of love, students come
to understand that they are deeply loved by God and called
to love others in return. “Kindergarten is where students
begin to see faith in action,” Carey says. ““They share, help,
forgive, and show compassion. These small moments build
the foundation for a lifelong relationship with Christ.”

Weekly Mass and special prayer services help children
feel connected to the larger parish community, making faith

a living, joyful part of their everyday experience.

When asked to share a favorite classroom moment,
Carey doesn’t hesitate. “It’s whenever we get a chance to
sing and dance,” she says. “There’s something magical
about seeing their faces light up when they finally ‘get’
something, when that ‘click” happens and their confidence
soars.” She also loves the creativity that comes from
process-based art, where the focus is on the joy of making
rather than the perfection of the final product. “Those are
the moments that remind me why I love teaching this age

group,” she says.

For Carey, one of the greatest blessings of teaching at St.
Sebastian is the strong sense of community among families
and staff. “Our parents are incredibly supportive and
appreciative,” she notes. “And because we’re a K3-8
school, we get to watch our students grow year after year.
Seeing who they become is truly special.”

From the laughter in the classrooms to the prayers
shared at Mass, the Early Childhood program at St.
Sebastian School is a place where faith, learning, and joy
come together beautifully. It’s more than just a beginning.
It’s the start of a lifelong love of learning, rooted in faith,
kindness, and community.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

EXTRAORDINARY
SUPPORT
We extend special thanks to

donors whose cumulative
gifts have had a tremendous
impact on our students and

our Foundation.

$1,000,000+
Olive Fischer Estate

$500,000+
Charles Walsh, 1934*

$100,000+

John Brahm Estate
Ann C. Kesting
Anita Resch, 1931*
George Seidel Estate

$50,000+
Clyde & Frank Kloiber
Estate, 1939*

$20,000+

Notrbert Beihoff, 1945*

Marion Fischer Estate

Neil & Rosemary E.
Hamilton

William & Sharon Hupp

Stephen & Susan Ragatz

$10,000+

Frank J. Balas, 1958*

Ken Cote Estate™*

Mary Gebhard Trust
Martha Hickey

Anna Jacobi, 1940*

Todd Pritzl, 1972*

Michael Thomas Schmidt
Gordon & Rebecca Steimle

Andrew Stockhausen, 1959*

$4,000+

Judy & Steve Ballard
Robert Doucette, 1937*
Mark Ehrmann, 1973*
Arthur Fink

Louis Fischer

Eunice Frieseke

Frank & Cheryl Galka, 1960*
Dan & Robin Gorman
James Herzog, 1947*
Cecelia M. Krolikowski
Vera McRoberts

John and Karen Martino
Allen Miller

Flotence Mosbac

Tom and Christine Mrotek

Regis Seidensticker

WI Energy Corp Match

Karl & Claire Wycklendt

Florence Zacher

Joseph & Christine Ziino, Jr.
(Maretti), 1966*
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DONOR LIST

Anonymous

Danielle & Antwon Alston

Frank J. Balas, 1958*

Steve and Judy Ballard

William & Kathryn
Baumgart

Cynthia Blaser

Brian & Patricia Burke

Thomas F. Callan

Joe & Kathy Cayen

E. John & Mary Conforti

Jacob Corr & Melissa Karls

Thomas J. Crawford

Stephen & Meghan
Cunningham

Nikolaos & Olga Dendromiris

Robert & Cynthia Dugan

Trish Dulka

Mary Ann & William Eder

Mark Ehrmann, 1973*

Barbara Filardo, 1952*

Arthur Fink

David J & Jennifer Foti, 1965*

Eunice Frieseke

Julia Galligan™*

Mary Beth Gannon

Tyesha Gely
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Marsha Godfrey

Dan & Robin Gorman

Neil Hamilton

Michael & Susan Hamrin,
1960*

Lynnette Ilk

Anna Jacobi, 1940*

Charles Jagemann

Jeffrey & Jacqueline Jahnke,
1979*

Daniel Jones, 1971*

Jerome A. & Elizabeth Jung

Fr. Peter Patrick Kimani**

Mark Krier

Michael LLehmann & Laura
Lange Lehmann

Karen M. Lukitsch

Sharon Maguire

Rocky & Christine Marcoux

Dennis Marx & Mary

Frieseke, 1977*

Deacon Jim & Rhonda
Matthias

Gerald J. & Catherine

McGrath

John F & Susan McNally
(Jones), 1965*

Patrick & Lindsay

McNamara
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Michele Michuda

Allen R. Miller

Terry F. & Mary Ann Mitton

Ann Mroczynski

Tom & Christine Mrotek

CJ Murray

Barbara O'Neill

Gerald Paprocki

Robert C. Pauly & Virginia
Haas Pauly, 1972*

Joann Perleberg™*

Andrea Phelps

William Phelps, 1977*

Todd Pritzl, 1972*

Nathaniel Ragatz, 1992+

Leo J. Ries & Marie
Kingsbury

Patrick & Kathleen Ritter

Robert W Baird & Co

David & Dominique
Schlederer (Phelps), 1978*

Jeanette M Schlidt

Leroy G. Schlitz
Michael Thomas Schmidt,
1976*

Lorraine Schmidt

Patricia Schneider, 1952%#*

Tom & Trish Schreiner

Paul & Marianne Scobey

Ann Shanley Jones

Patrick & Therese Simonis

Gordon & Rebecca Steimle

Terrence H. Teske

Mary P. Voell

Roger & Maricolette Walsh

Sean & Maria Watson
(Dendromiris), 1990*+*

Lisa Weger

Margaret M. Wiemer

Karl & Claire Wycklendt

Andrew Zeidler, 2014*

Wayne Zielinski

Joseph & Christina Ziino,
Jt., 1966*

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Frank Balas, 1958*

St. Rebecca Burke

Anita Duschak

Art Fink

Walter Gerke

John & JoAnn Hartwick
George A Horky & Family
Sue Jagemann

Mary Mathias

Dennis McGrath

Edwin & Lillian McGrath
Patricia Melendes
Catherine Payne Paprocki
Andrea Phelps

Norman & Donna Voell
Raymond & Lucille Weis

SPECIAL

RECOGNITION

(IN HONOR OF)

David Gely*

Elmer Ilk, Family & Friends

Jameson Frederick Johnson

Rev. Peter Patrick Kimani**

Kathy Kirkpatrick**

Mark, Elizabeth &
Catherine Mitton

Susan (Sam) Ragatz

Marianne E Scobey

Maria Dendromiris

Watson™**
Niko Watson*
Noella Weger*

St. Sebastian School
Alumni *

Current or Former Teacher
or Staff **




GROWING INVESTMENT EQUALS STRONG IMPACT

5t Sebastian School Faundation, Inc.
Comparathve Annual Finanoial Report
For Fiscal ¥ears 2024 and 2023
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FOUNDATION ASSETS & SCHOOL SUPPORT
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8TH GRADE GRADUATION/AWARDS/HIGH SCHOOLS

The traditional commencement Mass and ceremonies for the
Class of 2025 were held in June. Highlights from graduation
include:

HONORS AND AWARDS
Pius X Parish Scholarship........cccoevcviniiviniciniciininnn. Dylan Vosniak
Pius XI Theater Scholarship........ccccccvviviiiiiniciiiiciiinnnn, Rhialyn Alston

Pius XI Gold and White Scholarship for Academic Excellence.............
............... Sofia Price, Leo Rutenbeck, Harper Boehm, Finn Fitzpatrick
Pius XI Presidential Scholarship for Leadership and Character
..................................................... Sofia Price, Sully Terry, Leo Rutenbeck
Pius XI Leadership Award........cccoovviviivnnninininnnn Finn Fitzpatrick
Pius XI Fr. Carney Alumni Scholarship........ccccevevvueees Leo Rutenbeck
MUHS Principal’s Magis Scholarship

(scored in the top 20% of students for the MUHS entrance exam)
............................................................. Micah Keiser and Roman Zielinski
MUHS President’s Magis Scholarship

(scored in the top 10% of students for the MUHS entrance exam)
..................................................................... Nate Metz and Bill Remington
MUHS St. Ignatius Service and Leadership Scholarship...... Nate Metz
DSHA Leadership & Service Scholarship............c.c....... Margot Rexroat
DSHA Academic Scholatrship........ccccceviernicivinicrnecnes Margot Rexroat
MACCW (Milwaukee Archdiocesan of Catholic Women) Scholarship
......................................................................... J’Lynn Martin-Burd Aronin

St. Sebastian Catholic School Awards:

Kelsey Hunt Award........cocccvvviivniivniciniccnicnns Harper Fortmann
Engage - The Arlin Menke Award.......cooovvvniniciicnicininnnnn. Sully Terry
Inspire - The St. Sebastian Inspire Award.......ccccvvveuninnee. Emily Carey
Grow - St. Sebastian Home & School Award................. Dylan Egerson

Love - The Patricia Fredericks Charity Award
........................................ Jackson Peters and J’Lynn Martin-Burd Aronin
Serve - The Teacher Award & Scholarship.........cccocovuviiinines Nate Metz

Class of 2025 High Schools

Pius XI High School.. Y
Marquette University I—hgh School ............... 10
Divine Savior Holy Angels... Rt
Wauwatosa East.. e
Carmen South ngh School ............................. 1
Dominican High School.. RN |
Heritage Christian High School ..................... 1
Horicon High School.........ccccccoviiiiiiinninaes 1
Martin Luther.............o a1
Milwaukee Lutheran............ceeeenonnn 1
Wauwatosa West......oooeuiiiviviniiiniiiiiiciiins 1
Total = 37 graduates




ALL-SCHOOL REUNION HUGE SUCCESS

On Saturday, September 13, St. Sebastian School was
alive with laughter, memories, and celebration as more than
455 alumni and guests gathered for the highly anticipated
All-School Reunion. The event brought together graduates
from across the decades, rekindling friendships and
honoring St. Sebastian School’s rich history of faith,

learning, and community.

Alumni enjoyed guided tours of both the school and the
church, taking time to peek into classrooms and walk the
familiar halls that once echoed with their own youthful
voices. The cafeteria buzzed with nostalgia as classmates
reminisced about lunch shenanigans, school plays, and
favorite teachers. In the gym, a massive display of old
photographs and memorabilia offered a glimpse into the
school’s past, sparking heartfelt conversations and laughter

over shared stoties and memories.

As the evening continued, guests gathered to enjoy live
music by Hot Off the Grill, a local favorite band featuring
several St. Sebastian alumni. The dance floor, AKA the old
playground, quickly filled as old friends kicked off their

heels and celebrated the night away.
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The reunion was a true testament to the strong bonds
formed at St. Sebastian School and the enduring sense of
pride among its graduates. Reunion committee members
expressed deep gratitude to the volunteers, staff, and fellow

alumni who made the event such a huge success.

Whether reconnecting with long-lost friends or simply
strolling through Sebs one more time, alumni left with full
hearts and renewed appreciation for their shared roots at St.
Sebastian. The evening served as both a joyful homecoming
and a reminder that, no matter how many years pass,

St. Sebastian School will always be home.
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