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WHIRL SUPPLIES   • WHIRL KIDS STORY BIBLES  • WHIRL KIDS STUDY BIBLES  • DVD  • LEAFLETS

What’s happening in this story?
Mark 12 includes a series of public arguments between Jesus and 
religious leaders in the temple. In this story, Jesus criticizes the scribes, 
describing much of what they do as for the sake of appearances. Then 
Jesus observes and compares the monetary contributions of many 
rich people with the offering of a poor widow. Both episodes follow the 
pattern of Jesus’ teaching that “the first shall be last and the last shall be 
first.”

What does this story mean for kids?
What we do with everything entrusted to us says a lot about who we are 
and whose we are. Jesus calls us to give from the heart, trusting that God 
is a God of abundance. Kids surely have much less money to place in the 
offering plate than adults at church do. Help them know that Jesus values 
their small gifts highly when they give out of love for God.

Why this theme?
The motivations for our actions are important to Jesus. The widow is 
praised because her offering comes from a sincere desire to please 
God and help others. Kids can learn from her example about giving and 
serving in love.

The Widow’s Offering
APPEARANCES
MARK 12:38-44

TEACHING TIP 
When the widow 
dropped her coins in 
the offering box, she 
gave all she had. For 
her, two coins was a 
huge sacrifice. While 
kids may not have a lot 
of money to give away, 
they have other gifts 
to share. Help them 
discover what they have 
to offer.

GENERAL SUPPLIES LESSON SUPPLIES 
• Markers
• Scissors
• White paper (optional)

• Sticky notes
• Mural paper
• Small bucket, bin, or box
• Blindfold
• Pennies (1 per kid)

• Painter’s tape
• Stickers



WELCOME 15
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Circle up with kids for an opening 
conversation.
Who has heard the word appearances before? The 
word appearances refers to how something looks. 
Many people make judgments or assumptions based 
on appearances, but sometimes how something 
appears doesn’t tell the whole story. What makes 
someone appear popular? How about happy or 
rich? Do you think it’s possible to appear popular, 
happy, or rich, but not actually be those things? Why 
or why not? Give kids time to discuss. Today we’re 
going to hear a story about a humble woman who 
gave all she had with a kind heart, and rich people 
who gave just because it made them look like they 
had kind hearts. The rich people cared more about 
appearances than about actually being kind. 

Pray together: Loving God, thank you for all the 
blessings in our lives. Please help us to have kind and 
generous hearts, and show us where we can share 
with others. Amen.

Pass out leaflets and markers.
The pictures on your leaflet show two characters from the story we are going to 
read today. The top picture shows a rich man, and the bottom picture shows a 
widow. What do you see in both pictures that is the same? Give kids time to respond. 
Now look for things that are different and circle them. Talk as a group about the 
differences kids found. Collect their leaflets until Respond.

Gather kids around the screen where you’ll watch the video.
Today Otto decides he wants to show everyone what a good person he is, but Victor 
wants to look like an even better person. Let’s see what happens when they learn 
the lesson about the Widow’s Offering in church.

View Episode 12, “Over Offering,” on the Year Gold Winter DVD.

Ask kids these questions about the video:

• What did Otto imagine tithing would be like?

• Why did Otto feel sad?

• What’s the point of the story about the widow?

• Why should we share what we have with others?

• What’s the best thing you can give God?

Do some kids arrive 
early? Try this.
Spread out a piece 
of mural paper 
with markers and 
sticky notes. Write 
“Opposites” across 
the top of the paper. 
Ask students to 
write or draw pairs of 
opposites—one on each 
side of a sticky note—
and attach them to the 
mural paper, such as 
happy/sad, sun/moon, 
and up/down.



HEAR 15
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Open your Whirl Kids Story Bibles and Whirl Kids Study Bibles.
Have younger kids find an older buddy. Invite them to find Mark 12:38-44 on page 1217 of the 
Whirl Kids Study Bible. In this story, Jesus and his disciples are gathered in the temple. 
Jesus teaches them about appearances. First, he talks about the scribes, who were 
religious leaders at the time who cared about appearing important. Then he talks 
about the people giving offerings. The disciples are surprised to learn that what 
appears to be a great offering is not the greatest in Jesus’ eyes.

Ask the pairs of buddies to sit back-to-back, facing opposite directions. Today we’ll read 
while facing opposite directions, to help us think about the opposite people of the 
story: the rich people and the poor widow. Read the story aloud or invite strong readers to 
take turns reading. The widow with the smallest offering gave the greatest gift.

Read what Gabe says about Mark 12:38-40 on page 1217. Then read Ada and Otto’s 
comments on pages 250 and 252 of the Whirl Kids Story Bible.

Ask these questions after you read the story: 

• Who does Jesus warn the people in the temple about?

• How much money did the widow donate?

• Why do you think Jesus believed the widow’s offering was greater than the rich people’s?

• Who do you know who gives in a humble, generous way?

• What gifts or offerings have you shared at church?

Play together!
Create an open space. Place the bucket or bin on one side of the room, and have kids line up on the other 
side of the room. Invite a volunteer to put on the blindfold or close their eyes and stand in the middle of 
the room. Give the other kids each one penny. Jesus encourages us to give humbly and quietly like the 
widow in the story. You’re going to move as quietly as you can across the room to drop your penny in 
the bucket, while our volunteer moves around the space trying to tag you. If you get tagged, you have 
to go back to the starting point. Play several rounds with different volunteers.

If you watch the video again, 
count how many times the 
word offering is used.

In Jewish tradition during the 
time of Jesus, a widow would 
not inherit her husband’s 
estate when he died. This 
practice made widows even 
more vulnerable and in need 
of protection.

Are there people in your 
congregation who are 
vulnerable, like the widow in 
the story? Is there a way your 
group could bless them or 
help meet a need?

BIBLE BIT WATCH IT AGAIN OUR CHURCH 
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RESPOND 10

LAUNCH 10

Pass out leaflets, markers, and painter’s tape.
Unfold and tear off leaflet square. 

1. The widow gave an offering of two coins—it wasn’t a lot of money, but it was a great gift because it 
was all that she had.

2. Have kids spread out a bit and keep their leaflets hidden from their neighbors. On the coin on your 
leaflet, draw a picture of something you could give to someone in need. Make sure no one else 
sees what you’re drawing. If you have a very small group, invite kids to write or draw one or two other 
ideas on blank sheets of paper.

3. Fold the edges of your leaflet back as close as you can to the edge of the coin, to make a large 
paper coin. Tape the flaps down on the back of your leaflet. Collect all the coins.

4. During this game, you must be totally silent. Have the kids stand in a circle, and choose one kid to be 
the “sorter.”

5. The sorter will try to match the correct coin to each kid. Remember, you’re not allowed to talk. 
Have the sorter look at all coins and set each one in front of the kid they think drew the picture. If you 
have a larger group, select two sorters. If you had kids draw on extra sheets of paper, the sorter can 
distribute all coins to the kids present.

6. Have the correct matches sit down with their coin. Collect the coins from the incorrect matches and 
choose a new sorter. Repeat until everyone is matched with the correct coin.

7. Go around the circle and let kids share what they drew. We all have gifts that we can share with 
others.

Circle up with kids for a quick review.
Jesus said we should be like the widow in our story today, who didn’t care about appearances but 
wanted to give to God. Why does Jesus want us to give generously?

Pass out leaflet panels, markers, stickers, and scissors.
Color, decorate, and cut out the heart. Read together, “Give with a generous heart!” Older kids can 
help younger buddies cut as needed. When you get home, attach the heart to a container where you 
can keep change to share with God when you come to church.

Send kids out with a blessing.
Circle up with kids. God blesses all of us. And that means me (place a hand on your chest). And that 
means you (place your other hand on the shoulder of the kid next to you). Each kid passes the blessing by 
repeating those words and actions. When the blessing makes it back to you, say, Go and bless the world.

Thank kids for coming today. Remind them of the Family Square on the other side of the leaflet.


