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Foreword 
 

napshots. What do you think about when you read that 

word? I go back to my childhood and Daddy with a Polaroid 

camera in hand. He peals away the backing to reveal the picture 

he’s just taken. Our family photo album is full of snapshots. They 

don’t describe in detail the moment, but they provide a window 

for a glimpse into it. They are after all, just a snapshot. They are 

one still frame of a fast paced world. Looking through a photo 

album shows the reader snapshots of things which were 

important to the photographer. It’s like looking through the lens 

of a camera, only that which is framed is captured.  

In the pages of this book, Snapshots, you will find sixty 

encouraging lessons which will open your mind to thought 

provoking ideas. These pages are filled with faith inspiring 

stories, which will help you believe for the big stuff, while 

teaching you not to sweat the small stuff. These stories, will 

provide an avenue into a new look at an old way of living - 

honest, sincere, and upright.  

I am the only person who has seen the labor of love up close 

and personal which this author, Pam Stockdale has invested into 

these stories. I’m her husband, Jim. I’ve seen the long hours of 

S
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preparation and perspiration she has invested. I’m the one who 

has walked into her writing sanctuary countless times, to see her 

buried beneath a pile of books and notes as she prepared the 

book you hold in your hand. You see, this book took more than a 

year in the writing. It is a compilation of blogs she released 

weekly over the course of a little more than a year. Slowly and 

methodically she dealt with workdays, holidays, birthdays, 

washdays and doomsdays. She never missed a beat in providing 

her blog readers an inspired, inspiring fresh word. It arrived 

every Monday morning in their email inbox and now has finally 

arrived into your hands. These, once blog posts, have been 

edited to read as stand alone devotionals and are an easy way to 

find encouragement for your day.  

Pam is by nature an encourager. She looks for the good in 

people and has an uncanny knack of unveiling the beauty she 

finds in everyone she knows. You’re going to love this book. Let 

it take you on a journey. You’ll be glad you came along. Let God 

peel the backing off of your picture and reveal what He’s been 

creating in you, then allow Him to place you on display in His 

album, you are after all important to Him. Enjoy your journey 

through Snapshots. 

 

Jim Stockdale 
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Introduction 
 

n August of 2018 I started blogging, a time when I was eager 

to stretch myself and see what I was capable of doing. It meant 

letting go of the coat tail of my husband, Jim, and that was scary. 

If I failed, I would have no-one to blame but me, and that’s no 

fun. I’m laughing because so many people love to place blame 

anywhere but on themselves.  

One day while sitting in a hotel room, bored and thumbing 

through the television channels, I came across a lovely lady 

speaking with a voice akin to Tweety bird. As my thumb pressed 

the control button to move forward, I heard these words, “STOP, 

I want you to listen to her,”  recognizing the unction of Holy Spirit, 

I obeyed.  Her name is Terri Savelle Foy and she’s known as the 

“Cheerleader of Dreams.”  Since that day, I’ve been hooked on 

her coaching and all around sound teaching. She’s helped me to 

believe in myself and shown me ways to discover my 

assignment. This book, taken from past blogs many of which are 

posted at pamstockdale.com, is part of that assignment.   

SNAPSHOTS is a book taken from my blogs written to 

encourage you the reader. Each writing was pulled from my time 

spent in what I like to call the secret place.  There are stories taken 

I 
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from the Bible, which are meant to provoke thought in you, 

while others are tales from my life, which spans more than a half 

century.   

Who knows, you may find your story here. I’ve found that 

many people share a similar testimony, only the names are 

different. Some are cancer patients, who went through the valley 

of the shadow of death, but lived to share the details.  Another is 

about a young mother who declared Psalms 68:20, “…To God alone 

belong escapes from death,” after being rushed into emergency 

surgery for the delivery of her first child. Still others are about 

daily life and our place in it. 

This book is for those who need an encouraging word, a 

story of hope, or a message that speaks directly to you in the 

middle of your chaos or despair. It’s possible you will find 

information that will lead to your healing or release from a 

desperate situation. There are people’s lives chronicled  within 

these pages that faced impossible odds, but are now witnesses to 

the truth that God is able to do exceedingly, abundantly, above 

all that we could ask or think.  

Perhaps you identify with Psalm 40:1-2  “I waited patiently 

for the Lord and He inclined to me, and heard my cry. He also 

brought me up out of a horrible pit. Out of the miry clay and set 

my feet upon a rock, and established my steps.” 

It’s for you that I write my weekly blog and it’s for you that 

I published this book.  SNAPSHOTS is exactly what the name 
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implies — a SNAPSHOT. It is short stories, not a novel, a treasure 

of testimonies, not an autobiography.  

I pray that every person who reads it, will find hope and 

encouragement. 

 

Pam Stockdale 
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Change The Channel 
 

hange your thoughts and 

you change your world.” 

~Norman Vincent Peal 

Psalms 91:1 "He who dwells 

in the secret place of the Most 

High…" 

Today I’m hooked on the 

word “Dwell” in this verse. One of the definitions of dwell means: 

To think at length about (a particular subject, especially one that 

is a source of unhappiness, anxiety or dissatisfaction). 

REALLY? You’re kidding me, right? I’m so serious, I just 

looked it up. Who does this?  

All of us have been guilty of this. A thought enters our 

mind, and we stay with it like a carnival ride, with our hair 

blowing in the wind, ears pinned back, and our heart racing at 

full speed. 

Did you know it’s within your power to stop that thought?   

Matthew 6:25 reads, “Therefore I say unto you, TAKE NO 

THOUGHT …” The problem comes when we not only take a 

"C  

"Change your thoughts 

and you change  

your world.”  

~Norman Vincent Peal 
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thought, but we dwell on it. I’m talking about thoughts that have 

the ability to ruin your day or a least a portion of it. 

I like what I heard Joel Osteen once say, “When a negative 

thought enters your mind change the channel.” It’s really that 

simple. 

I can still hear my Daddy ask me to change the channel. Of 

course, that was before remote controls. We, three children, 

were his remote.  

2 Corinthians 10:5 “…bringing every thought into captivity 

to the obedience of Christ.” If it doesn’t line up with what Jesus 

would think—change the channel.  

We are the ones who BRING every thought into captivity. 

It’s our job to lock up bad, negative thoughts and throw away the 

key. Give negative thoughts an inch, and they’ll stretch a mile, 

they have great elasticity.  

Change your thoughts, and you change your world. 

We have an adversary who is good at his job. We must be 

better at ours. Don’t take his thoughts just because one comes 

into your mind. Cast it down and do it quickly.  

My story: As a young teenager, I really enjoyed reading 

romance novels. You know, those with the damsel in distress and 

the Knight in Shining Armor. Well, let me say no matter how 

great your marriage is, it can’t compete with Cinderella. There 

was a time in my life when I became HOOKED on these romance 

books. Then I fasted them for three years, reading nothing but 

the Bible and Christian related material. WHY? Because I had 
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begun to dwell in an unhealthy place. My thoughts were being 

poisoned. I would think, “Why aren’t we wealthier, prettier, 

more handsome?” Why don’t we live in the 32-room mansion, 

driving the Rolls Royce with servants at our beck and call? I 

stepped into that window of make-believe and began to compare 

everything we did or had to the characters in the book. Guess 

what? We didn’t measure up — I didn’t measure up.  

Dwelling on unhealthy thoughts will get you into trouble. 

My advice for you today is, “Change the channel,” it’s simple and 

doable. 

I’m a firm believer that we can stop the merry go round in 

our minds when we focus on the good things God has done for 

us instead of listening to those accusing voices of unhappiness 

and dissatisfaction. 

I pray your thoughts are happy ones, full of faith and trust, 

if not — change the channel.  
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Ability or Capability? 
 

t’s late afternoon here on the hill, and I’m watching the purple 

finches play on our back porch and eat the birdseed I’ve 

thrown out to them. Purple finches have redheads, by the way, 

go figure. Also, my Rose of Sharon bushes are just gorgeous 

today. They are open wide, and the hummingbirds love them. 

Today’s thought is “Ability or Capability.” I was reading in 

Matthew 25:14-30 the other morning and got to verse 15, and it 

says, “To one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another 

one, each according to his own ability.” 

There have been many times in my life when I thought I 

didn’t measure up. Measure up to what? I’m not sure. Maybe it 

was the girl who could play basketball better than me in 

Elementary school or the girl who got invited to Prom, and I 

didn’t.  

Recently we were going to lunch with some new Pastor 

friends, and when I got up that morning, I heard, “Just be 

yourself,” and then I heard the scripture reference, Matthew 

25:14-30. So, after a while, I looked it up, and written in the 

margin of my bible (written by me) were these words, “Be who 

you are, don’t try to be someone else.” 

I 
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I think I was feeling a little intimidated by the size of this 

couple's church, which was well over four thousand.  Once again, 

I looked over into the margin of my bible and saw where I had 

written these words, “Everyone doesn’t have the same TO DO 

list.” 

It made me smile, and I threw off the cares of that 

upcoming lunch appointment and decided I was just going to 

have a good time, and I did.  

You may be the person God gave five talents, or you may be 

the person He gave one, but either way, take it and use it for God, 

to the best of your ability. 

Capability is nothing more than ability with a CAPE on it. 

It's like a Superhero. Without the cape, he’s just a man, but when 

he puts on the cape, everything changes. You’re a Superhero, 

and with God’s ability in you, you are CAPE-able of anything. So 

just FLY!! 

Philippians 4:13 "I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me." 
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In Your Own Backyard 
 

aid the Robin to the Sparrow, “I would really like to know 

why these anxious human beings rush around and worry 

so?” 

Said the Sparrow to the Robin, “Friend, I think that it must 

be that they have no Heavenly Father, such as cares for you and 

me.” ~Elizabeth Cheney 

I didn’t write that poem above, kinda wish I had though, it’s 

really pretty. I cross-stitched it for my Mom many years ago, and 

the words were so convicting, I still remember them.  

Matthew 6:26 “Look at the birds of the air, for they neither 

sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not of more 

value than they?” 

I think we’re all guilty of 

spending time on the “pity pot,” 

and then there are those who seem 

to live their life there. For me, life 

is too short to spend it dwelling on 

the negative when there’s so much good about life to be grateful 

for. 

S

 

“Open my eyes, that I 

may see wondrous 

things from Your law.” 

~ Psalm 119:18 
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“Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your 

law.” Psalm 119:18  

This true story was first told by Russell Conwell, who heard 

the story from an Arab guide while touring the Middle East 

during the late 1800s. 

There lived a Persian man by the name of Ali Hafed — The 

Arab guide said that, Ali owned a very large farm, with orchards, 

grain-fields, and gardens; that he had money-drawing interest 

and was a wealthy and contented man. 

One day a Buddhist priest, a stranger, came by his house 

and told him of the value of diamonds. This man no doubt 

exaggerated the story he told, making Ali anxious to go. 

Ali Hafed heard all about diamonds, how much they were 

worth, and went to his bed that night a poor man because he had 

none. 

Although already wealthy, nothing could dissuade him 

from going in search of diamonds. 

So, Ali sold his small farm and put his wife and children up 

temporarily. He said, "When I return, we’ll be rich and wealthy, 

with no cares,” then he said good-bye to his family. 

Ali went off looking for diamonds, and after searching and 

searching, he found nothing. Later, he writes a letter home, 

“There are no diamonds anywhere.” At last, when his money was 

all spent, and he was in rags, wretchedness, and poverty, unable 

to resist the temptation to end his failure, he jumped into the 
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rolling, foamy waters of the Mediterranean Sea— taking his own 

life. 

The Amazing Twist  

The man who bought Ali’s property moved onto the same 

farm, worked the same fields, plowed in the same garden. One 

day, as he led his camel to the garden brook, he noticed a flash 

of light reflecting from a dark rock in the water. He thought it 

curious and pulled it out, took it home and sat it on the mantel 

over his fireplace. A few days later, that same Buddhist priest 

stopped to see the new farmer. The moment he entered the 

house, he shouted, “Here is a diamond! Has Ali returned?” “No, 

he has not,” said the farmer, then added, “That is not a 

diamond.” Showing the priest where he found the rock, they 

discovered many more of the sparkling gems, and from this 

beginning was discovered the diamond-mine of Golconda, one of 

the richest in the world.  

“Every acre of that old farm, yes, every shovelful afterward, 

revealed gems which since have decorated the crowns of 

monarchs. “Had Ali Hafed remained at home and dug in his own 

cellar, or underneath his own wheat-fields, or in his own garden, 

instead of wretchedness, starvation, and death by suicide in a 

strange land, he would have had `acres of diamonds.” (Taken 

from the book, Acres of Diamonds) 

Back to the verse in Psalms, “Open my eyes, that I may see 

wondrous things.” I’m not referring to the diamonds, however 
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nice that would be.  How sad it is, that Ali went in search of his 

fortune when it was found in his own backyard. 

How often are we guilty of the same thing? Looking for love 

in all the wrong places or thinking the grass is greener on the 

other side.  

The bible verse I started this story with, implies that there 

are wondrous things all around us, YET, we do not SEE them. 

Your family may not be perfect, but you love them. Your 

job may not be the one of your dreams, but you have one. Your 

car may not be new, but it’s running. Why not focus on what you 

have — instead of what you’re lacking?  

By the way, we do have a heavenly Father that cares for you 

and me.  
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Making Adjustments 
 

’m back in the truck and on the road once again, this time 

we’re on our way home. Normally we fly, but the weather this 

winter has been unusual, with lots of rain. I’m not complaining 

since I really like rain. However, it was nice to see that golden 

ball of heat for several days. 

On the drive to Mississippi and Alabama, we got a small 

taste of what Spring will look like. Red Buds were in full bloom 

in Mississippi and Alabama had pretty yellow jasmine hanging 

from the trees near the edge of the woods. I’m SO excited—

HURRY Spring! 

While visiting my Daddy this weekend, my sister, Cindy, 

asked Jim to adjust the radio in her car. He set the EQ and also 

adjusted a few other settings and made her sound system really 

rock. After an hour or so on the road, the phone rang, and there 

was an excited voice on the other end. Cindy said, “Jim, I can hear 

instruments I didn’t know were there. You made it sound so good 

in my car.” 

Our relationship with God is often the same way, we have 

access to things we didn’t know we had, or we didn’t know how 

to use. Just like Cindy’s radio, we also have settings and 

I 
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adjustments. Those adjustments aren’t about our relationship, 

but rather our fellowship with God. The more we hang out with 

people, the more we know them. The same is true of God. The 

more we hang out with Him, the more we will know Him, and 

the more He can adjust us to give 

out a unique sound that is pleasing 

to Him.  

"Relationship is decided by 

God - fellowship is decided by us.” 

~ Jim Stockdale 

My truck has so many 

buttons on the dash I’m afraid to 

push any I’m not familiar with — what if a buzzer goes off, or I 

accidentally call Mars? Then I may have to deal with a slimy, 

green man — a Martian. Ok, so that’s not going to happen, but 

my point is this. You’re never going to know what you’re capable 

of if you don’t push a few buttons or turn a few knobs. 

I know the Lord told me to start writing this devotion, and 

He wanted it done weekly. He’s expanding me in a direction that 

I didn’t know I could stretch, but I’m doing it. Where will it go? 

Where will it end? I can’t say, but I’m going to do it. It’s exposing 

me in a way that makes me feel vulnerable at times. People 

openly see that I can make some really super-bloopers. Yet, if the 

Lord wants to teach me and train me, then I’ll willingly be 

stretched by Him. 

 

"Relationship is decided 

by God - fellowship is 

decided by us.” 

~ Jim Stockdale 
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This is a strange example but go with me for a second. What 

if your “calling” in life was to be a windshield wiper on a car? 

What if you chose to never use your gift - how would the person 

driving see during a rainstorm? Or perhaps your gift was to be 

the radio, and you decided to never play when the driver pushed 

your button. How would they hear the beautiful sound you 

make? 

I Corinthians 12:18 “…God has set the members, each one of 

them, in the body, just as He pleased.” This should be an 

encouragement to all of us. It tells me that He has a special 

position that is just for me and me alone.  

What an eye-opener! I have a place, you have a place, and 

it has a RESERVED sign hung on the door. 

Maybe you are doing exactly what the Lord put you here on 

earth to do, and you’re doing it with joy— I rejoice with you. If 

you are still unsure of your niche - your place - I want to 

encourage you by saying, “God KNOWS and He’s telling.” He 

wants to share that secret information with you. It’s only a secret 

to others, not you. Remember, God never holds out on us. 

Someone is waiting on the other side of your obedience. 
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What Are You Expecting? 
 

XPECTANCY is the key to receiving. If you do not have a 

certain amount of expectancy pushing your desires and 

goals, pretty soon you will give up. A few weeks ago, I mentioned 

how important it is to stay in the fight and don’t throw in the 

towel. Well, this week, I want to encourage you to expect a good 

outcome to the request you have put before the Lord. 

When we pray without expecting, we can plan to stay 

exactly where we are. James, the brother of Jesus, said: “Faith 

without works is dead.” That verse comes instantly to mind as I 

write about expectancy. When you pray using faith, your next 

step is to ask God this question, 

“What’s my part, Lord?” I can tell 

ya, sitting on the couch doing 

nothing, will get you exactly that 

—NOTHING. 

“Every prayer, every goal, 

and every dream has at least two 

parts — your faith and God’s 

answer.” ~Pam Stockdale 

E
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When a young woman becomes pregnant, we often say, 

“She’s expecting.” In about nine months, she will hold in her 

arms the baby she’s waited for. During the first trimester, she 

isn’t pacing the floor, saying, “Why won’t this baby come?” An 

expectant mother understands the baby has three trimesters. 

She knows expecting is a process, and TIME is involved.  

My husband used to say, “He who comes to church not 

expecting a blessing, will not be disappointed.” We could turn 

that around and say it like this, “He who comes to church 

expecting will not be disappointed.”  

EXPECTANCY- the state of thinking or hoping that 

something, especially something pleasant, will happen. 

I often wonder why people bother to bring their requests 

before the Lord if they aren’t persuaded of a positive outcome. 

You can’t start with a defeated mindset and end victorious. NO 

WAY! You must start with an expected end in mind. 

This is my plan of action concerning asking, praying, and 

believing, perhaps it will benefit you. It is my desire to teach 

simple lessons — lessons that WORK. I’ve proven this in my own 

life, time and again. 

I find a verse or a story in the Bible that tells me what God 

did or said concerning a need similar to my situation or request. 

That way, I have His WORD on it, and I know I can trust Him. 
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EXAMPLES:  

• Healings of any type: a headache, backache, high 

blood pressure, kidney failure, or cancer, God has a 

cure.  

• Go to the Bible, find a verse (or several), that's about 

healing. 

• Write it down. 

• Every day, get in agreement with God’s Word.  

• Before you know it, your request is answered.   

You may need a new vehicle, a broken relationship 

restored, or a different job? Ok, so it isn’t spelled out exactly like 

that in the Bible. So, what do you do? Never ask? Certainly not! 

That’s when I find bible verses that assure me of good things, 

from my Father—God. 

Matthew 7:11 “If you then, being evil, know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father 

who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him.” Now, 

take the same pattern as before and follow-through, and before 

you know it, your answer is on the way. 

Pay close attention to this please, just because you want 

something doesn’t mean you can say “Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo,” and 

it’s yours. That is not what I’m saying, but neither should you 

have a poor, busted and disgusted mindset towards the many 

things you want or need either. 
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Our Heavenly Father loves for us to ask, and to ask with 

expectancy in our heart, voice and attitude. When our girls were 

little, they did not come to me begging, pleading, crawling on 

their hands and knees for what they were about to ask. Not 

hardly. They came boldly asking as if they already knew the 

request was theirs, and most of the time it was! And now that I’m 

a Grammy, the GRANDS don’t even have to ask — I just come 

bringing gifts! Oh, what fun! 

Now is no time to be bashful with your heavenly Father, be 

bold, ask and EXPECT. 
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Attitude Checkup  
 

ou're not going to climb higher than your attitude.” ~Jim 

Stockdale 

My eyes opened, and the 

first thing I thought about was the 

attitude I was in, right before I fell 

asleep the night before. I 

apologized to the Lord before I got 

out of bed. See, it’s my strongest 

desire to walk out each day in 

harmony with Him, because I know without the Father, Jesus and 

the Sweet Holy Spirit, I’ll blow it for sure. 

Yesterday I slowly, ever so slowly, wove in an attitude that 

I could feel, one that I didn’t like but couldn’t seem to shake. It 

was an attitude that spoke to me from my senses, not my faith. 

It was steeped in doubt, and I questioned where are You, Lord?  

Do you ever wonder why we ask the Lord, “Where are 

You?” He is God and doesn’t change, which means He doesn’t 

move. The question we should be asking is, “Where am I?” 

Because if anyone has moved — it is us. 

"Y 
 

"You're not going to 

climb higher than your 

attitude.” 

~ Jim Stockdale 
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Isaiah 59:19 says, “When the enemy comes in like a flood, 

He will lift up a standard against him.” I knew my part of the 

equation was to get into agreement with God’s Word quickly — 

before the giant showed up.  

Maybe you’ve met the giant — ATTITUDE! 

When the tire is flat, you change it. It’s the same with 

attitude—when it goes flat—you CHANGE it. 

My husband, Jim, is a pilot, and after flying in our plane for 

so many years, I’ve become familiar with some of the 

instruments. One of them is called an Attitude Indicator. It 

doesn’t control —it just reports. Oooh, I felt that, did you? 

In any given situation, my attitude is up to me. I’m the 

Controller.  The Holy Spirit is the Indicator. He wants to report a 

faulty— pop-off valve. :) I did guard my mouth - knowing that 

our words have great power, but surely, you’ve noticed how an 

attitude in a person can affect them.  

Before our name was called by the hostess, at a lovely 

restaurant in Portland, Maine, awaiting my turn in the 

bathroom, another head pops through the door. I say, “It’s full,” 

but the head becomes a full-body pushing forward. Her words, 

“Oh, I just want to wash my hands,” as she squeezes through the 

sea of ladies into the small room. With my mouth closed, I looked 

at my sister — attitude showing on my face. One by one, other 

ladies wash up and leave the crowded space — she’s still washing 

her hands. A stall door opens, and she darts in. My mouth drops 

as my sister and I stare at each other. Cindy shakes her head, NO, 
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as if warning me to stay quiet. (she really didn’t want me to 

embarrass her) My thoughts go wild, “You lied, you little 

stinker,” I’m thinking to myself.  

You need to know my ATTITUDE grew in that moment. It 

was one that a blind person could read well. I was trying to think 

of some jab I could say as she passed us, on her way out the door 

— us, who have stood so patiently waiting our turn. In my spirit, 

I knew I had to forgive her right then so my day would go well 

for me — So I did!! 

ATTITUDE AFFECTS ALTITUDE ~Jim Stockdale 

I was on vacation, I could not let this little person, with no 

manners, impact the rest of my day, I had to let it go. You can 

clap your hands for me if you like because I honestly did what 

was right. Remembering what Jim had once told me, “You’re not 

going to climb higher than your attitude,” I bowed my head, 

while standing in line, and forgave a stranger. 

Maybe what you’re facing today is bigger than my stranger, 

and your attitude could have been worse than mine was that day, 

but my advice is to LET IT GO! Your attitude could be affecting 

your healing, your finances, or simply slowing the process for an 

answer to your prayer, and you don’t want that. 

Sweet Holy Spirit wants to be your Indicator — Let Him! 

There are too many fun times to be had to let others ruin 

our day or stop us from moving forward. 
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The Benefits Package 
 

his morning while reading Isaiah 53:4-5, two great verses in 

the Bible, I got to the part that reads, “And by His stripes we 

ARE healed.”  

I love this verse because it says what we can’t, but God can. 

He stands behind His Word, waiting to perform it. 

HEALING — it’s part of the benefits package — you might be 

saying, “What benefit package? There’s a benefits package? I 

didn’t know there was a benefits package!” 

That’s why so many Christians are going without because 

they don’t know about their “benefits package.” 

Perhaps your job came with an employee “benefits 

package.” It’s the extras you received when you took the 

position. Such as: health insurance, vision insurance, dental 

insurance, personal leave, childcare, retirement plan and other 

optional benefits. 

The benefits package I’m referring to is one you received 

when you got born again. It didn’t come via text, it’s not going to 

show up in your email, and you’re not going to find it in your 

mailbox. NO, this one, you’re gonna have to trust that the Bible 

means exactly what it says.   

T 
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Let's look at Psalms 103:1-5 “Bless the Lord, O my soul; and 

all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my 

soul and forget not all His benefits…” 

“Jesus has the greatest benefits package on earth!” ~Pam 

Stockdale 

“Who forgives all your 

iniquities, who heals all your 

diseases, who redeems your life 

from destruction, who crowns you 

with loving-kindness and tender 

mercies, who satisfies your mouth 

with good things, so that your youth is restored like the eagle.”  

Now that’s the best deal I’ve ever heard. There’s not a 

company on the planet with a benefits package like that. He’s our 

Savior, Healer, Redeemer, King, Provider and Restorer. What 

does your company offer? 

Recently I had two calls in one week, both dealing with 

cancer. One was diagnosed with it, and the other was calling on 

behalf of a friend. I’m sure you know of someone who has had 

cancer or is facing it now, maybe it’s you. I have tried to practice 

my first response because I’ve learned that we are snared by the 

words of our mouth (Proverbs 6:2). A snare is nothing more than 

a trap, and the enemy would love nothing more than to trap you 

with your words. 

Proverbs 18:21 “Life and death are in the power of the 

tongue …” 

 

“Jesus has the greatest 

benefits package on 

earth!” 

~ Pam Stockdale 
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I, too had cancer, and while on that journey, I spent hours 

sitting with a bible open on my lap. I wanted to learn what God 

thought about sickness, and I knew in order for me to get 

through that trial alive, I was going to have to guard my mouth. 

My mouth is a weapon I can use for me or against me. The 

decision is mine. 

God’s promises and the whole bible are based around this 

principle: “Out of the mouth of two or three witnesses let every 

word be established.” ( Deut. 17:6; 19:15; Matt. 18:16; Heb.10:28).  

On one side of every issue of life are the devil, evil spirits, 

sickness, death and poverty, all of which are part of the curse. 

On the other side — praise God for the other side — is Jesus, your 

Redeemer, the owner of the company that has the greatest 

benefits package on earth! 

Again, on one side of the issue is the law of sin and death, 

vying for your attention, and on the other, is the law of the Spirit 

of life in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:2). You stand in the middle. You 

are the establishing witness. The devil says you can’t, you won’t, 

you never will, but God says all things are possible to him who 

believes (Mark 9:23). 

E.W. Kenyon put it like this: "There are three witnesses to 

receiving your healing; The Word, the sickness and you. You are 

the deciding factor. If you join your confession with the sickness, 

you are crossing the Word that says you ARE healed. If you align 

your confession with God’s Word, you will have to cross the 

sickness." 
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The road to health is not always easy or painless, but it is 

God’s will, just as certainly as salvation, and of that, I am 

convinced.  

Not only do I want to be a cheerleader of hope for you, but 

I want to live Psalms 118:17 - I shall not die but live and declare 

the works of the Lord. 
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Listen Up 
 

ow’s your hearing? My mother-in-law, Virginia, has 

exceptional hearing, and she’s 80 years old. We pick at her 

and tell others if they don’t want Virginia to hear what they’re 

saying they better take it outside. She doesn’t wear hearing aids 

yet can hear low whispers. Don’t ya wish it was that easy to hear 

God’s voice? I know I do! 

I believe I’ve stumbled upon the secret of hearing. Do you 

want to know what it is? It’s really big, and for some, it’s almost 

impossible to do.  However, for others it’s a walk in the park, it’s 

listening. 

Here’s another component; you can’t hear while you’re 

talking. If you find this hard to believe, the next time you’re on 

the phone, try talking the entire time the other person is talking. 

See how much you retain from the conversation. I bet when you 

hang up, and with confusion in your voice, you say, “What just 

happened?”  

It’s the same with hearing the Lord speak to you. He’s 

speaking, but are you listening? You may be that person who 

says, “God doesn’t speak to His people today,” and that’s ok, you 

won’t hear Him, but OH, the wonderful things you’ll miss!  

H 
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I can’t remember ever hearing the Lord speak audibly to 

me, but there have been countless times, way down deep in my 

“knower,” that an impression from the Holy Spirit was too great 

to ignore. Everyone has a knower - it’s when you know - that you 

know. 

There’s nothing mystical about this, and it’s not mind 

science, it’s just plain old bible truth. Jesus speaking in John 10:16 

says, “…and they will hear My voice.” Again, in John 10:27, Jesus 

says, “My sheep hear my voice…” Like a 4-year-old would say, “I 

told ya so.” 

Not long ago, a friend was having a medical problem that 

her Dr. couldn’t seem to solve, and she'd had all she could take. 

She wanted my advice, and I told her, “Grab a pen and paper, find 

a quiet place and LISTEN.  God wants you to know what the 

problem is.”  

I can hear someone now, saying, “Did it work?” Yes! Praise 

God it worked! Later she phoned with excitement in her voice 

and gave me the full story of her 

download from God. It was short 

and the exact answer she needed. 

Furthermore, after visiting her 

Dr., an ultra-sound was taken and 

proved exactly what the Holy 

Spirit had shown her in private, 

confirming a needed surgery. She 

is recouping nicely.  

 

“The quieter you 

become, the more you 

can hear.” 

~ Anonymous 
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“The quieter you become, the more you can hear.” 

~Anonymous 

Now, I like that. I think my problem with quiet time is, it’s 

too quiet. Maybe you’re like me. It’s hard getting started, but 

once you’re in the groove, it becomes enjoyable. Here’s 

something else. 

"Most people do not listen with the intent to understand; 

they listen with the intent to reply." 

Stephen R. Covey 

I’m a talker, and us talkers want to talk. I started many 

years ago to practice listening while others spoke to me, to pay 

attention to their words. People are of great value to God, so I 

figured they should be to me also. IT WAS HARD, and I still find 

that I must work at listening while others speak. 

Jesus is the only person in the New Testament who said, 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” There’s more to hearing 

than the fact that you have two holes on either side of your head. 

Spiritual ears should look something like elephant ears. They 

should be large and open to hearing what our Father has to say. 

I wish I could say I was an expert in the field of listening, 

but I can’t. I can say, “I’m a student of listening.” I go to class 

each day, LISTENING 101, my daily homework is Psalms 46:10, 

“Be still and know that I am God…” 
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Change Your Perspective 
 

’m writing this devotion from our airplane as we fly home 

from South Carolina. It’s a bright, sunshiny day and below us 

is a very big lake with islands. By car, if you took all the roads I 

can see from here, I’m sure it would take hours, maybe a day to 

go around it. 

This morning my thoughts have turned to “Perspective.” If 

I were in my car riding around the lake, I could only see small 

portions of it at a time, yet from the air, at 8000 feet, I can see the 

entire lake all at once. 

I’ve often thought, what must things look like from God’s 

perspective? He has the best seat in the house, you know. He sees 

things differently than we do. We see a mountain. He sees a 

clump of dirt. From my seat this morning, that lake doesn’t look 

as big as it does from the ground. 

Maybe today you're facing a 

hardship that seems impossible. 

There’s no way around it or out of 

it. It may be life-threatening, or it 

may be as simple as cleaning out a 

I 

 

You Cannot Change 

What You Do Not 

Confront 

~ John Spence 
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cluttered closet. My advice is to get a different perspective. 

Change what you are looking at.  

You Cannot Change What You Do Not Confront ~ John 

Spence 

We have a large white cargo trailer that we packed full of 

boxes when we made a move from Alabama to Tennessee in 2014. 

On the very day, we packed that large white cargo trailer; I, along 

with my sister Cindy, were sitting in a Dr’s office getting a report 

that I never thought to hear — cancer!  

Here’s the good news — Both me and the large white cargo 

trailer are FREE! I am cancer free!! The trailer is free of boxes! 

To empty that large white cargo trailer was a molehill that 

became a mountain year after year. But today, after lots of steady 

hard work, it’s empty, and things no longer wanted, are ready 

for my garage sale. (A big high-five is needed here :)) 

Cancer left my body just like the boxes left the trailer, one 

at a time—one day at a time, one prayer at a time, one bible verse 

at a time, one steady diet of Jesus and the WORD. 

I had to get a different perspective of both the cancer and 

the boxes. I had to get high above my problems so I could see 

what God sees. It’s like I said earlier, what you’re facing may be 

as simple as cleaning out a closet or something that seems 

impossible — like cancer. Let me say this to you, "Your situation 

is only as BIG or small as your faith in God."  

ADVERSITY WILL INTRODUCE YOU TO YOURSELF 

IDEAS WON’T WORK UNLESS YOU DO 
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Put 20 minutes into a project or 20 minutes into prayer and 

study of the Word. It’s possible that 20 minutes could change 

your perspective or your life; it did mine. 
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And That’s Just The Way I Want It 
 

f you knew the negative words you were about to speak had 

the potential to produce rotten fruit, would you still say 

them? 

If you knew the bowl of fruit set in front of you was rotten, 

would you eat it? Of course not. If you knew the negative words 

you were about to speak had the potential to produce rotten 

fruit, would you still say them? 

Proverbs 13:2-3 “A man shall eat well by the fruit of his 

mouth…he who guards his mouth preserves his life…” 

After retiring from baseball, former major league pitcher, 

Frank Pastore, became a sports celebrity on talk radio. The last 

show he taped featured a discussion on the topic of mortality.  

Pastore said, “You guys know I ride a motorcycle, right? At any 

moment, especially with the idiot people who cross the diamond 

into my lane…at any minute, I could be spread over the 210.” 

Eerily enough, after his show, he jumped onto his motorcycle 

and headed down the 210, only this time he was met head-on 

with another vehicle, which led to his death. 

Could our words be so powerful that we can speak life and 

death over ourselves? Let's look at Proverbs 18:21, “Death and 

I 
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life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat 

the fruit thereof.” 

I’m sure our words must be connected to faith at some 

point to produce such a reality, but doesn’t that verse cause you 

to stop and think - even just a little bit? Doesn’t it make you want 

to be more cautious about the words that are coming out of your 

mouth? It does me. 

Jim and I play a little “word” game. If we catch the other 

one expressing something that sounds negative to our life or 

family, we have a tagline we add to the statement, which causes 

us to reconsider our words. “…And that’s just the way I want it.”  

I think I’m catching a cold “…And that’s just the way I want 

it.” 

We can’t afford that “…And that’s just the way I want it.” 

At my age, everything hurts “…And that’s just the way I 

want it.” 

I’ll never get that job. I’m 

not qualified “…And that’s just the 

way I want it.” 

My kids are driving me crazy 

“…And that’s just the way I want 

it.”  

You get it, I’m sure, “…And 

that’s just the way I want it!”   

 

 

“Try adding that little 

line to what you’re 

saying, and you’d be 

surprised how often, 

“It’s not just the way 

you want it.” 

~ Pam Stockdale 
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“Try adding that little line to what you’re saying, and you’d 

be surprised how often, “It’s not just the way you want it.” ~Pam 

Stockdale 

Psalm 19:14 “Let the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, Oh Lord, my 

strength and my Redeemer.” 

I wish I could say I have perfected this speaking correct all 

the time, but alas, I have not. However, I practice daily, trying to 

learn new ways to say a thing. For instance, I try not to say, “I’m 

sorry” when in reality, what I mean is, “I apologize.”  You might 

be thinking, well, what’s wrong with saying, “I’m sorry?” Let me 

ask you this: if the words of my mouth are producing fruit in my 

life, should I say, “I’m sorry?”  I don’t want to ever become a 

sorry person. Words are powerful and have the ability to change 

our circumstances. 

This story went viral on YouTube a while back, and I 

thought I’d share it. A blind man was sitting on the pavement in 

front of a government building with a homemade sign that read, 

“I’m blind, please help.”  Though many passed by, only a few left 

a donation. Later a woman stopped to read the sign. She picked 

it up, flipped it over, and wrote something on the back. All the 

while, the blind man is feeling of her shoes, hoping to “see” her. 

After replacing the sign, she walked away. Then something 

remarkable happened; people begin to stop, read the sign, and 

give generously. Towards the end of the day, the lady returned, 

and the blind man, once again feeling of her shoes, recognizes 
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her and asked, “Ma’am, what did you write on my sign?” She 

said, “I wrote the same thing. I just used different words.” The 

camera zoomed in on the man’s sign, that now read, “It’s a 

beautiful day, but I can’t see it.” The video ended with this 

declaration: “Change your words, change your world.” 

Several years ago, I put that very statement to work in my 

life, and I don’t have space to write how my words have changed 

my world. I’ve shared it with many others, and they, too, have 

become more conscious of their words and testify how their lives 

have also changed. 

Why not take a few days and play the word game? You will 

see some good changes happen in your life too. 
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Live Long And Prosper 
 

his morning my bible verse was, Romans 8:11 “But if the 

Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 

He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 

mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” 

FYI— this isn’t a bible verse for the hereafter, it’s for the 

here and now. 

This was one of the many bible verses I stood on while 

walking through bladder cancer. Healing is the children’s bread. 

It’s often overlooked, maybe through ignorance, maybe through 

lack of faith, but either way, it is available.  

Receiving our healing has nothing to do with God’s 

willingness to heal. It has everything to do with our capacity to 

receive the work that Jesus has already accomplished. 

Something the Lord showed me on my journey to 

wholeness was that Jesus doesn’t pick and choose who He will 

heal. He doesn’t go down the row of sick people, saying, “I’ll heal 

you and you,  not you, not you, you and you.” 

"While He was being beaten for sickness and disease,He was 

BEATING sickness and disease!” ~Pam Stockdale 

T 
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If you have a headache, high 

blood pressure, heart disease, or 

cancer, I have GOOD NEWS for you 

today. The Word of God has your 

answer. It’s written right there in 

the book. HEALING was purchased 

for you. Don’t go another day 

without it.  

Philippians 4:19 “And my God 

shall supply all your needs 

according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

I often feel like God is just waiting on me to ask Him for 

something BIG. See, your request stretches you, not God. How 

can you stretch the Creator of the Universe, the Creator of you 

and me? You can’t!  

Here’s a wonderful truth: Matthew and Luke both record 

this same verse. It says, “The very hairs of your head are all 

numbered.” I’ve heard it said like this my whole life, “God knows 

the number of hairs on your head.” But it’s more extravagant 

than that. It means each hair has a number, and when hair 

number 2,345 falls out, He knows its number. Now wrap your 

mind around that one. 

Embryos develop fingerprints three months after 

conception. Isn’t that ironic, some say an embryo isn’t even 

human, yet three months after conception there is a fingerprint. 

 

"While He was being 

beaten for sickness and 

disease, He was 

BEATING sickness and 

disease!” 

~ Pam Stockdale 
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Aren’t fingerprints what we use to identify a person as—a 

human? I’m just saying. 

I mentioned those things so you would see how detailed 

God is, and His LOVE for us is unsearchable. SO, why would we 

think healing is for some and not for all? We don’t think 

salvation is only for some, so why healing? 

Psalm 145:8, “The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 

slow to anger and great in mercy.” He’s FULL OF COMPASSION 

and that is the reason healing will never pass away. 

Often, healing comes at the cost of waiting or persevering, 

declaring the Word, and walking it out, even though you see or 

feel nothing. 

Once you’ve settled the issue on healing in your heart and 

mind, your next step is to never look back. Don’t question the 

Word; just receive it. 

James 2:26 “…so faith without works is dead.” 

That tells me that I need to get to work. Doing what? 

Studying the Word of God, getting knowledge and 

understanding. When I do my part, God will do His and my 

circumstances will change.  

"Faith is the vehicle upon which miracles ride." ~ Pam 

The word “life” in Romans 8:11 means to make alive, give 

life, quicken. 

I believe God wants to give life to His children, not only 

eternal life but a healthy life. 
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I ask you—What would you trade your good health for? 

How much would you spend to get good health back? NOW - 

what can you do, every day to keep it? Find the answer to that 

and do it. 

As Spock says, “LIVE LONG AND PROSPER.” (Star Trek)  
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Put It In Drive 
 

ou never drift into your destiny, you must intentionally go 

there. In other words, have a planned direction. There’s a 

Bible verse that says, “Without a vision, the people perish.” 

Vision is nothing more than a plan. Also, the word perish means, 

DIE and we must not die with our vision still inside us.  

While mowing my yard, I heard the still small voice in my 

spirit say: “You can’t get where you’re going in reverse. You 

must put it in drive.”  ~Holy Spirit 

Isn’t that true! When I get into our truck to go somewhere, 

the first thing I do is put the truck in reverse, backing out of the 

carport. But, in order for me to make progress, I must put it in 

drive. 

Memories are good, and I’m so thankful for them because I 

can use them to remember how good the Lord has been to me — 

and I tell Him so. But to live in the past will never get me to my 

future.  

When you put your car in drive, you should look forward 

because it will be moving forward. I like the wording in Luke 9:51 

“…He (Jesus) steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem…” I love 

it, Jesus put it in drive! 

Y



SNAPSHOTS 

39 

God’s plans for you are in the future, not your past. Two 

angels at the tomb of Jesus, asked the women, “Why do you seek 

the living among the dead?” Let your past go! Hurts, 

disappointments, regrets, missed opportunities, failures and the 

like are not incidentals you should be packing for the trip of a 

lifetime.  

There’s a reason the windshield is larger than the rearview 

mirror on your vehicle. Your past is smaller than your future. It’s 

just a reminder of where you’ve been. 

Our daughter is a Fitness Supervisor, and recently, a lady 

with severe arthritis came for a consultation. After sharing her 

list of ailments — mixed with life’s ups and downs, Kristen asked 

for permission, to be honest with her. Kristen challenged her to 

throw away some old habits and take up a 30-day fitness 

program. After just one week, this lady came back, with tears in 

her eyes, telling of all the new things she could do and how good 

she felt.  

That precious lady could have gotten up during the 

consultation and said, “NO, thank you. I can’t do it!” She could 

have put it in reverse and backed out of the room defeated, but 

instead, four weeks later, she is out of the house, making new 

friends and once again enjoying her life. 

There’s a man in the Bible who sat by the roadside, begging. 

This man could hear the noise, feel the excitement around him, 

and eagerly asked: “What does this mean?”  They told him, “Jesus 
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is passing by.” With anticipation and determination, this blind 

man cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

The Bible says, in Matthew 10:50, “And throwing aside his 

garment, he rose and came to Jesus.”  This beggar must have 

heard of the miracles, the talk around town, and perhaps he 

hoped that someday Jesus would pass his way.  

His beggar’s garment identified him. It represented his 

livelihood. It gave all those who crossed his path permission to 

donate. Though he knew he would lose his position on the street 

and his income, he willingly rose, put it in drive, and came to 

Jesus. 

By casting aside his garment, he was casting away his 

identity. In a sense, he was saying, “Reverse is not the gear for 

me!”   

A couple of years ago, I felt an admonishment from the Lord 

to stop looking back to my life in Pierre, S.D., as though I could 

never be truly happy anywhere else. Pictures in my memory 

kept me dwelling on the good times, telling me it was my perfect 

life, and to be happy somewhere 

else would make me a traitor to 

that life. But where are those 

memories? They’re in my past. I 

will keep them there because my 

past is smaller than my future.  

Try to live in the past, and 

your future is sure to fail. ~Pam 

 

Try to live in the past, 

and your future is  

sure to fail. 

~ Pam 
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I love all the wonderful people God has placed in my life, 

and they give me history, but I live in the present and have a 

future, so I take it out of reverse and put it in drive. 
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The Little Things 
 

 have two rather unique stories 

I’d like to tell, each one of them 

showed me how our Father God, 

loves us and cares about the little 

things in our lives. He isn’t just 

waiting on us to bring Him the 

hard stuff. He’s actually interested in the little uh-oh’s of life. He 

wants to do life with us. 

Do you remember reading in the Bible where Adam and Eve 

heard God walking in the garden? Genesis 3:8 says, "And they 

heard the sound of the Lord walking…." Wouldn’t it be wonderful 

to “hear” the Lord walking? Why would He do that?  

What I’m getting at is the fact that God Himself cared 

enough to come for a visit!! He cared enough to come check on 

them. I’m convinced He didn’t have to leave where He was to do 

this, but isn’t it wonderful the Bible teaches us to believe He did. 

We were visiting my Daddy in Mississippi, and upon leaving 

the driveway, headed back to the airport, I discovered the largest 

diamond in my wedding ring was missing (my heart skipped a 

beat, I’m sure). We were running late, so there was no time to go 

I  

Wouldn’t it be 

wonderful to “hear”  

the Lord walking? 
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look for it. I started to pray right then, asking God, “If the 

diamond can be found, I’d like to find it.” Several months went 

by, along with several trips, packing and unpacking the same 

suitcase. One night while staying at our daughter’s house, I was 

looking for a pair of socks in the suitcase and discovered 

unwanted trash. I pinched the loose gravel-like substance and 

guess what— You’re right, lying there among the trash was a 

very expensive rock, my diamond! 

One winter morning Jim and I went hiking through the 

woods behind our house. I noticed that Jim had his pistol clipped 

to his belt but made no comment. After our hike, which lasted 

approximately an hour, we were back in the yard. I noticed right 

away that his gun, along with the holster, was missing. Due to 

time and commitments, we decided to look for it the next day. It 

turned into a two-mile round trip, in the winter with leaves 

covering the forest floor, and the odds were stacked against us. 

We followed the same trail we had taken the day before, asking 

the Lord to please let us find the gun. This wasn’t going to be like 

looking for a muddy elephant in a snowbank. No, this was more 

like the proverbial needle in a haystack. It was a black gun in a 

brown case, how would we ever find it? We would simply ask. 

I John 5:14-15 "Now this is the confidence we have in Him, 

that if we ask anything according to His will He hears us and we 

know that if He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have 

the petitions that we have desired of Him." 
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We found the gun at the furthermost part of our hike lying 

on the ground where it had slipped from Jim’s belt. The audacity 

to go in search of the gun was a long shot, but one that paid off. 

Men, the gun story was for you, I know you’re a man, and 

you can do it all by yourself, but you’re heavenly Father really 

does want to help you with the “little things” of life. 

Ladies, God’s interested in every little detail down to the 

smallest rock. So cast all your cares over onto Him, not your 

boyfriend or husband — Just Him. Give Him the problem and let 

Him work out the details. 

I hope you find something valuable that was lost and 

treasure the fact that God cares about the small things in your 

life. 
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When I Grow Up 
 

ot long ago, I was standing in my kitchen with a friend, who 

made this statement, “I’m 61 years old, and I still don’t 

know what I want to be when I grow up.” This beautiful lady had 

worked many jobs over her short life and had done quite well. 

Though retired and living comfortably, she still has dreams left 

unfulfilled within her.  

I told her I understood completely and often felt the same 

way. I know there is more to me than “just me.” Meaning, I’d like 

to stick around and see what I could really do with myself if I 

focused more on becoming a better me. This has been my 

heartbeat for a couple of years now. 

Too often, we waste time, belittling ourselves, rather than 

looking for the finer qualities and mastering them. All is not lost 

just because you have a little age on you, nor are you too young 

for BIG things.  

Anna Mary Robertson Moses, better known as Grandma 

Moses, began painting in earnest at the age of 78. Though she 

died at 101 years old, in December of 1961, Sugaring Off, one of 

her paintings, sold for 1.2 million dollars in 2006. She also wrote 

N 
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an autobiography, My Life’s History, which won numerous 

awards. 

Consider These Accomplishments:  

• Gutzon Borglum, the sculptor, began carving Mount 

Rushmore at the age of 60 in 1927. 

• Shirley Temple began her film career at the age of 4, 

and three years later received an Academy Award.  

• At the age of 8, Mozart composed his first symphony. 

• Sam Walton, age 44, founded Walmart. 

• Swimmer, Walt Pfeiffer, 90, set six World Masters 

records at a meet in Long Beach, CA. 

• Last, but certainly not least, Jesus, 12 years old, 

confounded the religious leaders with  His wisdom 

and insight.  

I love to read about the accomplishments of others. It sorta 

spurs me on. I’ll admit I have to do it often. Otherwise, I let my 

guard down, and I find myself slacking off when I should be 

pushing forward. Wasted time is something you never get back, 

and I don’t like living with regrets. 

So, what do I do when I don’t know what to do, you might 

be asking? Try some of these: 

• Prayer. 

• Ask a close friend what they see as your top 5 

qualities. 
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• Make your own list of qualities. 

• LOVE LAUGH and LIVE like there is no tomorrow.  

• If you knew you had 5, 10, 20, 30 years left to live, what 

would you want to do the most  with those years? 

“Deciding what not to do is as 

important as deciding what to do.”  

~ Steve Jobs 

Walk away from the 

unimportant “things” that waste 

your time and energy. Only you 

can decide what those things are. I 

will give you a few hints from the Bible to encourage you in your 

choices. 

1. Matthew 6:33 But seek first the Kingdom of God and 

His righteousness… 

2. I Corinthians 15:33 Do not be deceived, evil company 

corrupts good habits. 

3. Luke 12:48 …to whom much is given, from him much 

will be required… 

Though becoming a better me is something I’m working on, 

I hope I’ve provoked a thought in you also to do the same. Only 

you can make the choices necessary to take your life to a higher 

level or turn it in a different direction. 

Don’t sweat it though, God is always there to help us do the 

right thing. 

 

“Deciding what not to 

do is as important as 

deciding what to do.” 

~ Steve Jobs 
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A Friend Sticks Close 
 

t's a beautiful day here on the 

hill, and my BEST FRIEND, Jim, 

and I have been talking this 

morning by the fire pit at our 

pavilion. We’ve talked about 

friends and how important they 

are to us. 

Helen Keller said: “I would rather walk with a friend in the 

dark, than alone in the light.” 

Proverbs 27:9 “…the sweetness of a man’s friend gives 

delight…” Who you hang out with matters. 1 Corinthians 15:33 

says, “Do not be misled: Evil company corrupts good habits.”  

Jim and I have always tried to surround ourselves with 

people of integrity and Godly character. These people are not 

perfect (I’ve never met anyone who is), but they have a code. You 

won’t find this code written and filed in their filing cabinet, nor 

will they blow a trumpet before them when they’ve performed a 

good deed. NO, it's an unwritten code of genuine kindness. 

They are the ones who show up at your door offering a hug 

and an encouraging word when others have turned their back 

I  

“I would rather walk 

with a friend in the 

dark, than alone in  

the light.” 
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on you. They’re the ones who call daily when you’re struggling 

and simply say, “Thinking about you and wanted to check on 

you.”  

These men and women come in all shapes and sizes — race, 

color, nor creed matters. These friends are eager to help when 

the chips are down, and the deck is stacked against you. Men 

who pull your truck out of the ditch because you went too far. 

Women, who are in a position to help expand and expose you, do 

so, in order for you to grow in your career — they simply want 

to bless you. 

This song says it better than I can, read it and see if you find 

yourself or some of your friends there.  

Find Out Who Your Friends Are: By Tracy Lawrence 

"You find out who your friends are  

Somebody’s gonna drop everything 

Run out and crank up their car 

Hit the gas get there fast 

Never stop to think ‘what’s in it for me?’  

Or ‘it’s way too far.’ 

They just show on up with their big ole heart 

You find out who your friends are" 

The characteristics of a friend may be different for you 

than they are for me, but here are a few that come to mind: 

A FRIEND IS: 

• Honest 



PAM STOCKDALE 

50 

• Generous  

• Trustworthy 

• Encouraging 

• Steadfast  

• Faithful 

Proverbs 17:17 A friend loves at all times… 

No matter the circumstances, no matter the trouble, a true 

friend sticks closer than a brother. Did you ever read in the book 

of Matthew where Jesus called Judas his friend? Yes, Judas, the 

one who betrayed Him, Jesus, called him friend. Why? Because 

Judas was pushing Jesus towards His destiny and anyone who 

will do that, must be a friend. 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, the soldiers came for Jesus, 

Peter desiring to protect Him, draws a sword and cuts off the ear 

of Malchus, a servant of the high priest. Though he was the 

enemy, Jesus healed him on the spot. What a friend. 
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Be Generous 
 

enerosity is giving more than you need to. Selfishness is 

taking more than you need.” ~Jim Stockdale 

Yesterday we had four people arrive at our house here in 

Dover, TN. These people drove for 14 hours to be generous. 

Really Pam, who does that? No joke, 14 hours on the road to come 

and give a gift to our ministry. 

At the age of 19, I married a preacher, (yeah, it was a shock 

to me too) and it changed my life. Not my spiritual life, (well 

maybe a little) I was already a born-again believer in Jesus Christ, 

it changed what I was doing and the direction I was headed. I was 

working at the local library with no real future plans, just going 

along, when a tall, handsome man walked into my life and 

whisked me away. What a journey it has been. 

I’ve lived more adventure in my 38 years of marriage than 

most people will experience in a lifetime, and I’ve loved every 

minute. (With the occasional bump in the road.) 

We’ve Pastored churches from Alabama to South Dakota 

and traveled to every state in the US, except 6, preaching the 

gospel. Oh yes, we can’t leave out the many countries, most of 

"G 
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which speak a different language from me, but what an 

adventure! 

Now back to those four people who showed up on the hill 

yesterday. Because we have an airplane, (Which is our primary 

vehicle for long-distance travel) and all airplanes need an annual 

inspection, one of these four individuals is an FAA inspector. 

This man, John Hudson, and his precious wife Cheryl have 

donated the annual on our airplane for over 11 years now. The 

other couple Johnathan and Debby Reardon, have been John’s 

helpers for as many years. For most of those years, Jim has taken 

our plane to South Carolina for this process, but now John has 

taken his “show” on the road, after retiring as lead Pastor from 

his church last year.  

These four people have 

generously given of themselves, 

and it so demonstrates the love of 

Christ, who lives within them. I ask 

myself: 

"Would I be found guilty in a 

court of law if giving were illegal?” ~Pam Stockdale  

Is there someone out there, anywhere, who could point a 

finger at me and say, “She was caught giving.” I sure hope so - I 

dearly love to give!  

God led the way in giving; we must follow Him. He is our 

greatest example. 

 

"Would I be found 

guilty in a court of law 

if giving were illegal?” 

~ Pam Stockdale 
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John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave his only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have everlasting life. 

Giving is not all about your money. However, as the old 

saying goes, “If the shoe fits — wear it!” But what about your 

time? Time is extremely valuable, so valuable in fact we sell it for 

money. Each day you, get up, dress, and head out the door to sell 

your time in exchange for folding paper and a few coins. What if 

you gave your time to someone? What if today, tomorrow, or 

next week you researched who needed your talent and you gave 

it away? 

Ideas: Maybe, you could drive a neighbor to the 

supermarket, or perhaps a few good men could build a 

wheelchair ramp for a stranger. How about getting together with 

several of your friends and clean up some road ditches, or an 

elderly couple’s yard. Mow, edge and weed-eat a lawn, all for 

free. The ideas are endless, and you are very creative because the 

Creator of the world lives inside you. Think about it - you could 

make THE difference in someone’s day! 

Generous — showing a readiness to give more of 

something, as money or time, than is strictly necessary or 

expected. Showing kindness toward others. 

You might be saying, “Pam, I can’t do that. I’m _______.” 

(fill in the blank) Let me ask you this, “Do you have a phone, note 

cards?” Then text, call or write someone who may need an 

encouraging word. Don’t say, “I’m the one who needs to be 
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encouraged.”  NO. You’ll discover when you give something 

away, something good will come back to you. 

Luke 6:38 “Give and it shall be given to you; good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put 

into your bosom.” 

The Word never lies. Try it. You’ll have a better day for it 

but, be aware of this — IT’S ADDICTIVE. You may find that you 

like it so much, you can’t go a day without finding someone to be 

generous to. 

I hope your generosity is poured back into your lap and 

that you see smiles on the faces of those you have blessed.  
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Make It Happen 
 

APPY ANNIVERSARY to Jim and me! Wow, ya’ll, forty years 

with this guy. Now that’s a lot of days to spend with the 

same person, 14,600 to be exact. To be honest, the time has flown 

by. Some days have been too long, while others have been too 

short. You know, those days that were so much fun you wish 

they would never end and those days you wish had never begun? 

This day, September 10th, 

1980, we became the dynamic duo, 

ready to take on the world for 

Jesus. Oh, how my life changed 

that day. Jim picked me up in 

Greenwood, MS, and as of today, 

we have been in nine countries and 44 states, preaching this 

“Good News” gospel.  

I was a young girl of 19, Jim was 21. I had a desire to travel, 

and I remember saying to the Lord, “I would like to travel, even 

if it meant only in the state of Mississippi.” God heard that 

prayer, and that’s exactly what we did for the first two years 

(traveled the state of MS as State Evangelist for the Church of 

God of Prophecy) Since that time we have been in every state in 

H 

 

Some days have been 

too long, while others 

have been too short. 
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the US except eight, and we are swiftly marking those off the list. 

I frequently tell you, “Your words have LIFE in them, so be 

careful what you say.” Remember, Proverbs 18:21 says, “Life and 

death are in the power of the tongue.” The words of that 19-year-

old girl are still coming to pass.  

We’re that Vintage couple who hold hands in public and 

steals a kiss in the elevator. (I love it) Jim was raised by the most 

wonderful parents. They sat side by side in the truck until they 

bought one with bucket seats. They still hold hands and steal 

kisses any chance they get. The other day I took a picture of Dad 

pushing Mom in a swing while the great-grandchildren played 

at the park. It was such a precious sight.  

It’s been said you imitate what you see. Well, if that’s true, 

we are destined for a long, strong, healthy life together. Mom 

and Dad just celebrated 64 years. What an example of love and 

commitment they have been to us. 

It’s our dream to pass this legacy down to our children and 

grandchildren. We want them to know that good marriages 

don’t just happen. You make them happen!  

I hope you enjoyed this small piece of Stockdale history. I 

desire to encourage readers and even make you laugh a little 

along the way, so I’ll leave you with this. 

I told Jim not long ago, “When we get to heaven, I’m going 

to tell God I want to share a mansion with you.” Jim said, “I’m 

going to tell Him, no thanks, I did my time on earth.” He’s so 

funny.  
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The Happy Jar 
 

on’t jump to the wrong conclusion every time you forget 

something; most likely you don’t have Alzheimer’s.” 

I hope your new year is going good. So far, mine is, but at 

the writing of this letter, it’s only 

the second day. I’ll send an update 

in a month or two.  

Since 2019 is in its infancy, I 

thought I would share something 

our family has done for the past 

few years. Actually, our oldest 

daughter shared it with us. It’s 

something she and her family does 

and thought we might enjoy it 

also. It’s called the “Happy Jar.” All year we keep a pen and paper 

sitting beside a nice jar, and when something happens that 

makes us happy, we write it down and put it in the jar. The notes 

stay in the jar till January 1st, then sometime that day we sit 

down and take turns reading, from the small slips of paper, the 

things that made us happy.  

"D

 

"Don’t jump to the 

wrong conclusion every 

time you forget 

something; most likely 

you don’t have 

Alzheimer’s.”  
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It may have been a picnic in the park, a day on the boat with 

friends, or finishing a project that took longer than expected. It’s 

little things that made you stop and say, “That was fun,” or “that 

sure felt good.” Whatever makes you happy, write it down.  

I can promise you this. You will forget it if you don’t write 

it down. That’s why you should always take a list to the grocery 

store. Otherwise, you buy more than you need, which means 

spending more money than you should. (Not sure how that 

jumped in there) 

By the way, all of us have trouble remembering things, so 

don’t jump to the wrong conclusion every time you forget 

something, most likely you don’t have Alzheimer’s. Just because 

you can’t remember what happened on March 4th, 2013, doesn’t 

mean you’re ill. It simply means you’ve slept a night or two since 

then.  

Deuteronomy Chapter 8 tells us in several places to be sure 

we don’t forget. I think our little Happy Jar helps us to do just 

that. Not to mention how fun it is to remember a funny or happy 

time. 

I thought I would pull out a few of ours that was read 

yesterday while we enjoyed being “couch potatoes” for a few 

hours. This first one was so funny, even when it happened, we 

laughed.  We were sitting at the table in a restaurant at a 

neighboring small town in March of 2018. Jim had ordered a 

hamburger, fries, and coke, which is his all-time favorite meal. 

His mind must have been somewhere else, while his body was in 
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the chair next to me. He had just asked the server to bring him 

some ketchup, and without looking or thinking, he picked up his 

glass of coke and poured it on the plate of fries, thinking it was 

ketchup. Mouths wide open, we begin to laugh, so did the server.  

Here’s another one: July 2018 - Jim went out to do some 

work using the tractor, and something was wrong. He called the 

mechanic who thought it’s one of two things, one cost $900.00 to 

repair, the other cost $60.00. I found a closet and went to prayer 

fast.  It was a $60.00 filter! $840 saved - now that’s enough savings 

to make the Happy Jar. 

This one stole my heart and certainly made the happy jar:  

Thanksgiving, our three-year-old grandson Ben, was 

sitting on a stool at the bar in the kitchen. I said, “Ben, can I have 

a hug?”  He replied, “Yeah,” and hugged me real tight. I said, “Oh, 

Grammy loves you so much.” He looked at me with those big 

eyes, (just like his Mama had) smiled and said with such drawn-

out affection, 

“I - L-I-K-E you.”  

Well, I opened the cabinet doors to our life once again, but 

I hope if you’re the type to start new traditions, you might 

consider this one. It’s so fun to re-live the good times of the past, 

plus it’s simple and cost you nothing but a few moments of your 

time. 

I may not know you all by name, but I pray for you often 

and ask God to bless you real BIG this 2020 year. May it be a year 

full of God’s grace and mercy for you and your loved ones. 
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I Blew It 
 

 know with everything we have going on in a day, not to 

mention the “to do” list for the whole week, we have many 

opportunities a day to tell someone what we think of them. Most 

of us are burning the candle at both ends, and with only 24 hours 

in a day to get it all done, we stress out.  

With stress comes anxiety and being anxious will cause us 

to do and say things we probably shouldn’t. First, it’s the spouse, 

then throw kids in the mix, and before you know it, you have a 

full-blown rodeo on your hands and all this before breakfast. Oh 

yeah, who does family breakfast at home around the table 

anymore? 

I have a “Pam blew it” story for you today. It’s a story I’m 

not proud of, but in the end, I learned a valuable lesson. 

A few years ago, and in another city and state, I was 

running late for a hair appointment. The appointment was 20 

miles or more from my house. I also needed to cash a check on 

the way. Normally I would only go to the main branch where 

people knew me, so the process would be quick. That morning, 

however, it was faster to take the bypass and a drive-through. 

I 
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The teller seemed to be taking her time, but isn’t that what 

“being anxious” will tell you? That voice in my head said, “She 

doesn’t know you; she’ll find some excuse to slow you down, and 

you know you’re in a hurry!” 

She came back a few minutes later saying some jargon I 

didn’t really understand. The truth is, that voice in my head was 

speaking louder than the teller. So being the rude person I had 

become on the first 5 miles of my journey, I gave her the ole 

anxious hand motion — saying, “Just give me the check back, I’ll 

go to my bank.” 

She was nice and began to explain it slowly so I could wrap 

my thoughts around the check-cashing process. She wasn’t 

turning me away. She was simply telling me how she could cash 

the check-in a better way. 

Whoosh — I did it, I drove away, yet on the drive, I heard 

another voice in my head, and this time it was the sweet voice of 

the Holy Spirit. I heard, “You’re going to be remembered (by that 

teller) for something, what would you like for it to be?”  

I began to get real with myself and thought about my 

rudeness. That lady would no doubt see me again, and the only 

memory she would have, was of a redheaded lady in a red truck, 

who was anxious and rude. 

I told the Lord I would like to fix it. I decided that after my 

hair appointment, I would buy her flowers and take them to her. 

I would make an “honest-from-the-heart” apology.  
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The enemy will try to short circuit your plan if you let him. 

While in the florist department of a large store, I was looking 

around and saw a small, but adequate flower. Once again, I heard, 

“How do you want to be remembered?” So, I put down the small 

apology and went for BIG. You know, go big or go home. :) 

I had my BIG, beautiful bouquet of flowers riding safely in 

the truck with me when it hit me. This is a bank with the 

possibility of having several tellers and not to mention a few 

customers, listening to my apology. I was about to have an egg 

on my face, not to mention a lump in my throat. 

I looked in the rearview mirror and said, “Pam, if you’re 

rude to God’s people, you must fix it. So, suck it up and go do 

what’s right.” I went inside the bank and found no customers. 

God had been sweet to me at that moment. Three tellers sat 

looking at me with this large, beautiful bouquet of flowers, no 

doubt wondering who the recipient would be. I walked up to the 

counter, and boldly said: “I’d like to speak to the lady at the 

window, please.” She turned around and looked oddly at me. I 

said, with tears flowing down my face, “Ma’am, I came through 

your drive through this morning, and I was rude, and I would like 

to apologize. You may see me again, and I decided I would rather 

be remembered as the woman who was bold enough to admit she 

was wrong and bring you flowers.” 

With tears in her eyes, she jumped down from her stool and 

came around the counter with her arms open wide and gave me 
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a bear hug!! I looked at the other two ladies, and they were 

crying too. 

Someone said “Just be real.” I 

say, “Be REAL - not Real Rude.” 

Moral of this story? Slow 

down and find peace before 

leaving home. The joke for a while 

around our house was, “Mom, did 

ya have to buy any flowers today? 

 

Someone said “Just be 

real.” I say, “Be REAL - 

not Real Rude.” 
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Asleep In The Boat 
 

ocked Gates will not open without a key. I was reading a 

story about Peter in Acts 12:10 recently and saw these 

words; “Iron gate.”  I related the words to some of the situations 

in my own life. Iron, a substance that doesn’t bend well without 

going through the fire and locked gates - they will not open 

without a key.  

Have you ever felt like your predicament was made of 

IRON? I’m talking about those setbacks, headaches, and obstacles 

that are hard and seem to be immovable. You’ve prayed, you’ve 

fasted and thought yourself to be standing in faith. Why won’t 

the gate of iron open? You ask yourself, “Why won’t these 

problems go away?” 

If you read the story, mentioned above, you’ll find that the 

iron gate of the prison where Peter was kept, opened on its own 

accord. When you continue reading, you’ll find that the gate to 

the house where Peter’s friends prayed was locked to him. It 

should have been the other way around—shouldn’t it?  

Here’s the scoop; James, the brother of John had been 

beheaded for preaching the gospel, Peter’s been captured and is 

awaiting the same sentence to be carried out on him. Without a 

L 
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miracle, his future is — well, there is no future. So, what is he 

doing? I love this part. He’s asleep. WHAT? Am I reading this 

correctly? Asleep? Your brother in Christ and fellow Apostle has 

been beheaded, and you’re asleep? Aren’t you afraid? Why aren’t 

you pacing the floor and wringing your hands? Be real; why 

aren’t you planning your escape? 

There’s another story in 

Mark that tells about Jesus asleep 

in a boat during a storm. Peter and 

the other eleven had the greatest 

example of all time to follow. They 

had the best mentor to mimic, and 

what Peter had learned, was to be 

at peace in a storm, and he 

certainly was—in the storm of his life.  

That night in prison, Peter was sleeping — my thought is 

this; Peter must have been wrapped in a blanket of peace. He 

must have remembered the Teacher who slept during a storm, 

and he followed His example.  

"The storm that frightened a boat full of fishermen only left 

the Master sleepy." ~ Pam Stockdale 

Perhaps he thought of the words Jesus once taught, 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

worry about itself…” or maybe the words, “Peace I leave with 

you; My peace I give you…” still rang in his ears. Perhaps he 

remembered, “The mercies of the Lord are new every morning.” 

 

"The storm that 

frightened a boat full of 

fishermen only left the 

Master sleepy." 

~ Pam Stockdale 
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Whatever Peter’s thoughts that night, the Word tells us he was 

asleep. When we let the guidebook of faith lead us, we too can 

live with assurance and peace, knowing that Jesus has the 

answer for our every need. 

I understand that all problems are not created equal; some 

seem to be made of iron while others are made of clay. 

Nevertheless, this Bible story is giving us an example of good 

news. We are never alone! As sure as the sun rises, Jesus has a 

way of escape for you. 

My advice is this; if your problem seems life-threatening or 

made of iron—take a nap. It worked for Peter, and he was a man 

so strong in faith that even his shadow was known to heal 

people. Like Peter, I want to imitate the one who showed us how 

to handle storms. 

I pray all your troubles be small and your answers are 

always at the door. 
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Just Ask 
 

hat’s hard or complicated to us is a simple task for 

Him." It’s my early morning quiet time, and I’m 

praying in my “Secret Place." Walking through the living room, 

I hear the Cardinals on the back 

porch. I asked the Lord to please 

let them stay a bit. Usually, the 

female Cardinal comes alone, and 

the male comes for a few seconds 

then flies away, leaving me little 

time to watch him. I really like his bright red suit of clothes. 

I looked around the door, and there they were, both male 

and female. They stayed for 30-40 seconds during my prayer 

time.  

I heard, “ASK.” There’s something to this asking. It gets 

even better when you receive. The Lord takes pleasure when we 

receive the desires of our hearts, both small and great.  

Psa. 35:27 "… let the Lord be magnified, Who has pleasure 

in the prosperity of His servant." 

I can remember once while living in Tuscaloosa, AL, I was 

sitting on our back porch, and the hummingbirds were out in full 

"W
 

"What’s hard or 

complicated to us is a 

simple task for Him." 
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force. I ASKED the Lord to let me hold one in my hand. To date, 

I’ve held three different hummingbirds on three different 

occasions. The Lord seems to go abundantly above all we could 

ask or think. (Eph 3:20)  

What’s hard or complicated to us is a simple task for Him. 

Yet God answered my request to hold one of these tiny, unique 

creatures. 

God holds me in the palm of His hand as surely as I held that 

small bird. How can this be? I wish I could explain it, but it’s just 

too grand for me.  

John 10:27-28 "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them 

and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life and they shall 

never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand." 

That’s where I want to be, right in the middle of God’s palm. (Talk 

about your safety zone.) 

I seem to spend a lot of time telling people that God is not 

afraid of your requests, prayers, questions, whatever you want 

to call it. He simply wants to hear from you. 

ASK! Ask what? Well, I guess that’s up to you. He’s been 

around a long time and has dealt with people for thousands of 

years. Your question or request isn’t going to shock Him or 

stump Him.  

Matthew 7:7, "Ask, and it shall be given..." Isn’t it 

interesting that “IT” doesn’t have a name? “IT,” could be; good 

health, a baby, a job, enough money to pay your bills, a car, to go 
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to college, love your neighbor, a loved one saved, a closer walk 

with Jesus or whatever you need “IT” to be. 

Just know this if you don’t ask you won’t receive, and you’re 

missing out on a lot of things from God when you don’t. 

I hope your day is filled with sunshine and the smell of 

roses. 
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Show A Kindness 
 

t the time of this writing, I’m sitting here watching the 

birds eat seed from my back porch. It’s raining, and the 

temperature is quite nice for a January day in Tennessee. I might 

add that freezing rain and snow are expected overnight. I’m so 

excited, I really like adventure, and that will take the hum-drum 

out of and an ordinary weekend for me. Spending 15 years in 

South Dakota, I miss the snow, the scenery and my friends the 

most! 

PRESENT DAY UPDATE — SNOW DAY 

We are homebound due to weather, and it’s so fun. I’ve 

completed my morning routine of five, and I even took time for 

a slow, quiet walk around the hilltop of our home. It’s so 

beautiful with freshly fallen snow, and I could hear the crunch 

of ice beneath my boots as I strolled under the tall oaks above 

me. What a day so far, thank you, Lord. 

Colossians 3:12 "Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy 

and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience." 

Ladies, have you ever been in a situation where you knew 

you could help someone but weren’t exactly sure how? This 

A
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happened to me not long ago, it’s a simple example, but an 

example all the same. I was in the restroom of a nice restaurant 

about to wash my hands when I noticed the lady in front of me 

had most of her collar turned inside out. I wanted to say nothing 

and move on but couldn’t. I had a split-second conversation in 

my head and decided, if the circumstances were reversed, I 

would want her to tell me. Sorta like broccoli in your teeth—

please TELL me.  

So, the question bears asking, “Do we help only those 

people we know, or should we extend our kindness to a 

stranger?”  

"Show a kindness to a stranger today, tomorrow they may 

be your friend.” 

Men, you know where I’m going — pants unzipped. My 

husband asked me years ago to NEVER let him go a second with 

unzipped pants in public, if I saw it, no matter what, I am to say 

something. So, I’m Eagle Eye Annie for him. 

Jim was country when country wasn’t cool. Having said 

that, I hope you’ll find humor in this short story. We live in the 

middle of a State Forrest, and our only convenient store is about 

2 miles up the road. Everyone waves at the truck that passes and 

— to not to — is rude. After living in the city for 13 years, I had 

to practice this art of howdy, but have come to like it. 

One evening while getting gas at “Matthew’s,” the local 

convenient store, Jim, gets out of the truck, closes the door and 

after listening to a five-minute diatribe from another man, the 
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first thing out of Jim's mouth was, “Your fly’s open.” (That's code 

for, "Your pants are unzipped") I turned three shades of red and 

looked down at my phone. 

Later, after paying for the gas, he gets into the truck, and I 

said, “Really, your fly’s open? — That’s how you greeted a total 

stranger?” We had a moment of laughter, then Jim told me, 

“That’s exactly how men want to be told—straight and to the 

point.  

Now for me, that’s taking 

kindness to a higher level, or 

maybe a lower level, you’ll have to 

decide which, but if that works for 

you, go for it. I think everyone 

enjoys a simple act of kindness.  

“Kindness is a gift everyone 

can afford to give.” ~unknown 

I challenge you to find someone this week to be kind to, 

make it as big or simple as you like. If you would like to share it 

with me, I’d love to hear it. 

Caution, KINDNESS AHEAD, usually what goes around, 

comes around.  

 

“Kindness is a gift 

everyone can afford  

to give.” 

~ Unknown 
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Follow Me 
 

s Matthew sits gathering tax money, a shadow falls across 

the table. Not bothering to look up, he says, “Excuse me, 

step aside, you’re blocking the light, and I can’t see what I’m 

writing.” The shadow doesn’t move. Once again, Matthew 

speaks, irritation in his voice, “SIR, I asked you to move away, I-

cannot-see-to-write.” No movement, nothing. Infuriated, 

Matthew looks up, ready to put this person in his place, yet what 

he encounters is a set of the most loving eyes he’s ever seen. 

Speechless, his thoughts race wildly. “Who is this man? Why is 

he here at MY table? Does he suspect I’m cheating? Well, I know 

I’ve done some cheating, but who is he? I have permission from 

Rome to add my own fees to the accounts. Why does it seem he 

can read my thoughts? His eyes seem to bore through me. How 

do I get away from my guilt— and this man?” 

Matthew, a disciple and follower of Christ, must have had 

thoughts like these I’ve described. If he was anything similar to 

the people we are today, he was suspect (and rightly so) of the 

many accusations that were thrown at him and the other tax 

collectors. 

A
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Back to my story - Matthew is engulfed in the purest of 

eyes. Kindness, like he had never seen before, was standing at his 

table. Matthew thinks within himself, - “What does he want with 

me, isn’t this the man I overheard speaking - just yesterday? I’m 

a sinner what does he want with me? This man who teaches like 

the wild man in the wilderness. Why - Why is He here? 

And the only words, this soon to be disciple hears, are, 

“Follow Me.” The bible doesn’t 

record any hoopla, nor pomp and 

circumstance, just a mere phrase,  

Why do I like the book of 

Matthew so much? Though the 

details of his conversion are not 

written within the pages of the 

Book, he writes as a man with an experience. He tells of all the 

wonderful signs and wonders of Jesus. He tells the principles the 

Master taught about money, worry, criticizing, giving and 

prayer.  

Matthew recounts story after story of the incredible 

miracles Jesus did.  

Stories that stretch us, like feeding 5,000 people with five 

loaves and two fish. The paralyzed man in Matthew 9:1-8, was 

changed by just ten words, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to 

your house.” This man went home a different person because of 

ten simple words. 

 

And the only words,  

this soon to be disciple 

hears, are,  

“Follow Me.” 
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Matthew, like John, was there when these miracles took 

place. He’s giving us a first-hand account. He got to watch as 

Peter got out of the boat on that stormy night, defy gravity, and 

walk on water.  

Perhaps Matthew saw himself in the story of the lost sheep 

(Matthew 18:12-14), thus the reason he wrote about them. Jesus 

came looking for him, possibly standing in line, waiting His turn, 

and refused to leave. Jesus knew that if Matthew would just look 

up, he would see the Light of the world standing before him. 

Matthew must have journaled the things Jesus said: 

• “You are the light of the world…” Matthew wrote it 

down. 

• “Consider the Lilies, they don’t toil or spin…” 

Matthew wrote it down. 

• “Seek ye first the Kingdom and…” Matthew wrote 

that down. 

• “Go into all the world and make disciples…” And 

Matthew wrote it down 

• “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age…” Matthew wrote it down. 

That’s why I like him. He didn’t keep the good news all to 

himself. He shared it with the world. 

Do yourself a favor, if you’ve never read the book of 

Matthew — READ IT. It’s powerful and has the ability to change 

the way you view your circumstances. If you have read it, maybe 

it’s time for a re-read, you won’t regret it.  
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A Measure Of Faith 
 

omans 12:3 “… As God has 

dealt to each one a measure 

of faith.” 

“The amount of faith you’re 

born with is up to God. The 

amount you die with is up to you.” 

~Pam Stockdale 

I believe the amount of faith 

you're operating in is up to you. I think you’re moving molehills 

or mountains, based upon your faith. 

Let me say this: everyone’s molehill is not the same, nor 

everyone’s mountain. We can’t judge what our neighbor is going 

through based upon what we are going through. What is small to 

you may be your neighbor’s mountain. 

I can remember when buying my girl’s favorite box of 

cereal ($5.00) was my mountain. I was working as a Teachers Aid, 

and my hourly wage was $5.00 an hour. I was going to have to 

work a full hour for one box of cereal—NOT!  I can still see the 

look on the face of my beautiful daughter, Brittney, with her big 

round green eyes, as she would ask for Cinnamon Toast Crunch. 

R  

“The amount of faith 

you’re born with is up 

to God. The amount you 

die with is up to you.” 

~ Pam Stockdale 
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(loaded with sugar I might add) Most of the time, the answer was 

no. My heart would break, and if you’re a Mama, you know what 

I was feeling.  

MOUNTains change! 

I love it when mountains become molehills, and I can trace 

it to my faith. I can look back and say, “I didn’t give up when 

circumstances were difficult. I didn’t throw in the towel just 

because the fight got tough.”   

So, my thoughts are running along the track of exercise — 

you get it, work a muscle, it grows—skips that workout, and it 

remains the same or worse — it shrinks. 

Here’s the truth, you must have the opportunity to use 

faith and guess what that means? You got it—trials. Ugh!   

Faith grows in a bind, a place of resistance or a hard place. 

The word faith is used only twice in the Old Testament but 

245 times in the New. I find that so interesting because the Word 

says, “The just shall live by faith” and “Without faith it is 

impossible to please God.” 

So, were the people in the Old Testament not required to 

use faith? Did they get their prayers answered in a different way? 

Not at all. 

I’m sure most of you have read Hebrews Chapter 11, often 

called the FAITH Hall of Fame. You’ll find people like Noah, 

Abraham, Isaac and Moses listed there. 

I know you’ve heard about barren Sarah, Abraham’s wife, 

she’s also listed there, but have you heard about Amanda? 
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Amanda isn’t listed in the book of Hebrews—she isn’t mentioned 

in the Bible at all, but she has an amazing story, and I’ve been 

given permission to share it. 

Amanda was a young married girl of 20 who had high hopes 

of becoming a mother one day. Not long after getting married, 

she became pregnant, a pregnancy that would not last. The 

doctors called it a tubal pregnancy and told her they would have 

to remove one of her tubes. Amanda’s hopes fell! Tears and 

heartache were the order of the day. Friends and co-workers 

were getting pregnant, invitations poured into baby showers, 

what was she to do? Amanda would face the mountain of 

miscarriage, three more times. 

Enter >> Anger and Jealousy! Proverbs 27:4 “Wrath is cruel, 

and anger is overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy?” 

The enemy will try his best to trip you up, if he can get your 

focus off Jesus and onto the MOUNTain your facing, he wins.   

Amanda had a dynamite weapon in her arsenal, FAITH, she 

knew giving up was not an option. The only way to have a child 

was to keep trying and keep trusting Jesus, the giver of life. 

Amanda’s mountain of infertility, one fallopian tube and 

numerous miscarriages became a molehill when faith spoke. 

Today at the age of 39, Amanda has three beautiful 

children, all of which she gave birth to. Laurel age 4, Vallen age 

2 and Phoebe 9 months. (15 years passed before Laurel, her first, 

was born)  



SNAPSHOTS 

79 

FAITH— it can be a challenging exercise to trust our 

Creator, but an effort that pays dividends in the end, if you will 

not give up. To look back and see flat ground, that was once your 

MOUNTain, is quite rewarding. 
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20/20 Vision 
 

aving 20/20 vision is a term 

used to express normal 

acuity (clarity or sharpness of 

vision) from a distance of 20 feet. 

If you have 20/20 vision, you can 

see clearly things that should be 

seen at that distance.  While on my 

walk the other day, I began praying for vision for this 2020 year. 

I was not praying for my physical eyesight but my own personal 

vision for the year, then it dawned on me, and I said out loud - 

“That’s it, Lord, 20/20 vision.”  

Solomon knew, “Where there is no vision, the people 

perish…” Proverbs 29:18 

In the old days, we had paper road maps. Today we have 

GPS’s — now that’s where you give God a BIG shout out of praise. 

It’s not a good choice to pack your bags, go to the airport and buy 

a ticket, without first knowing where you’re wanting to go.  

20/20 vision is considered perfect vision, although there 

are those who have even better eyesight. With 20/20, you can 

clearly see those objects or hindrances that could trip you up 

H  

Solomon knew, “Where 

there is no vision, the 

people perish…” 

~ Proverbs 29:18 
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with lesser clarity. For instance, I wear glasses, and though I 

don’t particularly care for them, they give me 20/20 vision. I’m 

grateful for the fact that I can see better with them. However, 

when I take my glasses off and walk around my house, I stumble 

over objects that are out of place. WHY? I no longer have 20/20 

vision.  

I’m training myself to make goals, set deadlines and dream 

bigger than I’ve ever dreamed before and with that comes 

obstacles.  The definition of an obstacle is: Something that blocks 

one’s way or prevents or hinders progress.  Well, that’s clarity 

right there! Doesn’t it make sense to put on the glasses that help 

you to see better?  Glasses that give you 20/20 vision. 

With better vision, you will be able to see and do all those 

assignments set before you.  You will be able to structure your 

day, set guidelines and fulfill promises to yourself that have 

otherwise been hidden from your view.  YES, better vision is 

what we need for a year that is shouting 2020 to us every day 

from the calendar that hangs on our wall or decorates our 

refrigerator.  

This is a prayer for you and me for 2020: 

Father, you have a plan for my life according to Jeremiah 

29:11 “For I know the plans that I have for you, says the Lord, 

plans for peace and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 

Your plans for me are only good. You love me with an everlasting 

LOVE, a LOVE that was so great You sent Your son Jesus for me 

to save me from my sins. Now, let my life be a life that glorifies 
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You in the earth. Let others know, through me, that Jesus Christ 

is the Only Way to God the Father and that the Holy Spirit is our 

Helper.  You did not leave us to journey alone!  I’m asking for 

20/20 vision to see all the areas in my life that need clearing, 

cleaning and clarifying. I am anticipating a great year! 
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Make It Personal 
 

ave you ever had a shirt monogrammed?  Perhaps 

someone gave you a set of hand towels with your initials 

stitched on them. Those initials personalized that item and now 

everyone knows it belongs to you. Well, I have good news for 

you. The WORD of God can become just as personal. 

I am fond of telling people to take the words written in the 

Bible and make them personal and insert your name where you 

need it to go. 

Here’s why. When something belongs to me, I take care of 

it. If it’s my children, I feed, clothe and shelter them.  If it’s my 

house, I furnish it, maintain it and clean it. So why not take God’s 

word and make it personal? 

Take Psalm 91, for instance, in it are verses to cover your 

whole existence — it covers everything from protection to 

healing. You should read it, but when you do — personalize it! 

The exclamation mark isn’t meant to demand. It’s meant to 

stress the issue. When you insert your name, you’ll take 

ownership of it, and it’s possible you will BELIEVE IT. Isn’t that 

what faith is, believing? The Word will only work when you work 

the word. You must BELIEVE it.  

H 
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Romans 10:17, “So then faith comes by hearing and hearing 

by the word of God.” 

Here are some HIGHLIGHTS of Psalm 91; 

Verse 1.  The shadow of the Almighty is enough. If you’re 

within the shadow, you are in His guarded area of protection. 

“Make it personal” 

Verse 2. “I will say of the Lord…”  If you want something 

from the Lord, you must SAY IT. God created the world by 

“speaking” it, not thinking it. We need to follow His example. 

“Make it personal” 

Verse 3.  Snares are hidden traps meant to catch you.  But 

the writer of this Psalm used the word surely.  Surely is a Hebrew 

word that includes, assured, certainly and doubtless.  In other 

words, it’s a sure thing. He will deliver you. Deliver you from 

what? Deadly pestilence. There have been many diseases 

throughout mankind’s history, but with God’s assurance and 

protection, we can be spared. 

“Make it personal” 

Verse 4. He is faithful - He is your protection. 

If you’ve ever seen a mother hen with her chicks, you 

totally understand this verse. That mama hen will hide those 

babies so well you can’t even see them.  
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“Make it personal” 

Verses 5-12.  No fear, no plagues, no evil shall befall you. 

“We have His Word on it,” and God always backs up His Word! 

The US dollar is valuable around the world because it’s backed 

up by GOLD - This is even more valuable than gold.  

“Make it personal” 

Verse 13. You have authority - use it.  Look what Jesus told 

His disciples in Luke10:19 “Behold, I give you the authority to 

trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 

enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 

“Make it personal” 

Verse 14-16. These are my favorite verses in Psalm 91. I 

read it with my name inserted — I make it personal.  

When we set our LOVE upon 

God, He delivers us in times of 

trouble. When we call upon Him — 

He answers and with long life He 

satisfies us. 

When our girls were young 

and still at home, we would pray 

Psalms 91:1-2 every morning before 

they went off to school. As they 

grew older, they learned and could 

quote it themselves. I’ve mentioned 

this before, but it’s worth 

 

“In the whole collection, 

there is not a more 

cheering Psalm. Its tone 

is elevated and 

sustained throughout, 

faith is at its best, and 

speaks nobly.” 

~ Charles Spurgeon 
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repeating. This is the Psalm our oldest daughter Kristen, quoted 

as a mile-wide tornado passed over their apartment in 

Tuscaloosa, leaving them totally unscathed. Thank you, Jesus! 

“In the whole collection, there is not a more cheering 

Psalm. Its tone is elevated and sustained throughout, faith is at 

its best, and speaks nobly.” ~ Charles Spurgeon 
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Be Your Best 
 

hink about Moses and Joshua with me for a minute. They 

were awesome men of God but came into this world just like 

you and me. There was no fanfare, just birth as usual.  From the 

very beginning, God had His hand upon them, men that would 

move and shake a nation. Both of these men did incredible feats 

and performed miracles that astounded those watching. 

Moses led the people out — Joshua led the people in. 

Each man had an assignment, and with God’s help and 

direction, they pulled it off. Can you imagine standing before a 

“burning bush” listening to the voice of God as He declares His 

will for your life?  Moses did, and furthermore, how would you 

like the duty of leading out 2 million-plus people on a journey 

across the desert? His task was to lead them to a wonderful place 

of provision God had destined for them. What a man Moses must 

have been! 

Now let’s look at Joshua. This man was the sidekick of 

Moses, sorta like the Lone Ranger and Tonto. Perhaps there 

should have been a more worthy comparison, but I hope it made 

me smile. Joshua was a man of faith and resolve, a man of 

conviction, strength and courage. The assignment of Joshua, 

T 
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after receiving the baton from Moses was to lead the people “IN” 

to the Promise Land.   

Moses led the people out —Joshua led the people in. 

I believe this 2020 year can be a turnaround for you. If 

you’re in need of one, that is.  Attitude and perspective are 

paramount to any project you’re about to undertake. Only you 

can decide if you’re washed up or finished, and I hope you’re 

neither. 

Ecclesiastes 9:4 “But for him 

who is joined to all the living there 

is hope, for a living dog is better 

than a dead lion.” 

You may be reading this and 

thinking, “I’m too old, too young, I’ve missed my window of 

opportunity, I’m broke, uneducated…” but Ecclesiastes says it 

best — as long as there is LIFE there is hope. Start where you are 

and go from there.  Don’t look at all the years you’ve lost; look at 

your possibilities.  Take one day at a time and do something that 

inspires you and others.   

Be like Moses and Joshua. Each played a HUGE role in the 

deliverance of the Children of Israel from Pharaoh’s bondage.  

I’ve never read where Moses argued with God over not going into 

the Promise Land. I’ve never read where Joshua felt as though he 

deserved to be the deliverer at the beginning of this great 

exodus. The Bible does show us how two men worked together 

to lead the next generation into a long-awaited promise. 

 

Moses led the people 

out —Joshua led the 

people in. 
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Your assignment may be to put out a weekly blog or teach 

a Sunday school class, will you accept the challenge? You may be 

a father or mother, and your highest assignment at this time is 

to “train up a child in the way he should go,” will you do it? 

We’re not all called to lead two million people out of 

bondage, but if you are, WILL YOU?  The world has too many 

avenues of outreach for you and me to say, “HOW can I do such 

a thing?”  God placed us in this period of time and equipped us 

with such technology, that we really have no excuse to offer Him 

for not doing something GREAT! 

Let me close with this word of encouragement: 

• GREAT is what the hungry person in the food line says 

after you’ve given them a meal. 

• GREAT is what your neighbor believes you are after 

you’ve mowed their grass. 

• GREAT is how the shoeless children feel after you’ve 

bought them shoes. 

So, don’t say, “I’m not GREAT,” because you may be, to the 

person on the receiving end! 

Lead someone out or lead someone in, God will give you the 

opportunity. He always does. 
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Various Trials  
 

his morning I’m sitting next to my husband in our airplane 

headed back home from a 50th wedding anniversary 

celebration of great friends. Actually, this couple has been 

spiritual mentors of ours for more than 25 years. Pastor Eddie 

Mitchell is the man who invited my husband on a mission trip, 

back in the year 2000, that changed our lives. We were happily 

tucked away on the prairie of Pierre, South Dakota, when the 

invitation came, and off Jim went to Cuba — Thank you, Pastor 

Eddie! (Said with a smirk and a smile) I’m truly thankful Jim went 

on that trip; it broadened our world vision and has given us the 

opportunity to meet some incredible people.  We’ve met people 

who trust God and live a life that most of us here in America 

don’t understand. 

The trip home this morning wasn’t a long one, a little over 

two hours, so I pulled out my bible and read to Jim and me. I 

thought I’d share some of our bible study with you. As we read 

through the first chapter of Peter, the big fisherman’s doctrine 

impacted us once again. Peter uses the words “various trials” in 

verse six, and to you and me, it sounds as though his readers are 

having trouble paying their light bills and car payments, NOT SO! 

T 
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This was a time of great persecution for the early church. This 

was during the reign of the emperor, Nero.  These young 

believers in Jesus Christ were not only searching for the truth 

but being beheaded for living it.  They weren’t making their 

church decisions based upon the children’s ministry, nor 

whether or not coffee was allowed in the sanctuary. NO! These 

believers knew that letting their 

light shine could potentially mean 

being dipped in oil and set on fire 

to light Nero’s gardens during his 

lavish parties, yet Peter calls these 

“various trials.”  

This is the same Peter who 

walked on water, whose shadow 

healed the sick as he passed by and was the first to preach the 

gospel to the gentiles at Cornelius’ house. He was the one called 

“The Rock,” and the one who denied knowing Jesus at the trial.  

When your name has an air of “fame” attached to it as 

Peter’s did, in a world of barbaric circus shows, one would think 

you would be in hiding, not writing letters that exhort and teach 

your readers. What an amazing man he must have been! 

The first chapter alone is huge in our Christian walk. Peter 

had a true desire to teach us how to live for God and remain, 

followers of Jesus, especially in the face of adversity. I like what 

he said, and I’ll put it in my own lingo— “Be like OBEDIENT 

 

“Be like OBEDIENT 

children, don’t act like 

you use to when you 

were ignorant.” 

~(I Peter 1:14) 
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children, don’t act like you use to when you were ignorant.” (I 

Peter 1:14)  

Go FORWARD, have some forward movement, put away 

your childish behavior. If you have a potty mouth, wash it out 

with God’s Word and clean up you’re act. If you lie, STOP! TELL 

THE TRUTH. Don’t watch from the bleachers, get in the game. 

The world needs an answer, so don’t be timid or silent about your 

faith.  

Peter reminds his readers, so I’ll remind you, we were not 

redeemed with corruptible things like silver or gold, but with the 

precious blood of Jesus. Redemption did not come through 

natural resources but through incorruptible seed that does not 

spoil, ruin or parish —He cannot fail, and He will NEVER fail you! 

As a believer, you have inside of you all you will ever need 

to live a VICTORIOUS life, a life of love and integrity, a life that 

lets those around you know that Jesus is worth any sacrifice! 

Be encouraged and let your light so shine among men, that 

others will see it and want WHO is inside of you. 
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Timing Is Everything 
 

ave you ever heard this saying, “When the times right, it 

will happen.” This could be referring to anything you’re 

asking for or praying about — from getting married to having a 

child. There’s always someone cheering from the back of the 

crowd, “When the times right, it’ll happen.”  Though we 

appreciate the cheerleader, we hate the waiting.  Ever noticed 

how your attitude changes when you’ve waited too long for 

something? Sometimes we start out by asking, then days turn 

into weeks, months into years and pretty soon we’re sobbing on 

the altar. Long gone are the smiles of expectancy, and only 

occasionally do you remind God that you’re still waiting. At one 

time, your every thought was on that ONE request, but perhaps 

now it’s just a forgotten memory of an unanswered prayer.  

I wonder if Elizabeth, the wife of Zechariah and mother of 

John the Baptist, ever questioned God?  It was not a good sign in 

those days to be barren. It was assumed that you had done 

something to offend God, and barrenness was your punishment. 

After all, didn’t God say be fruitful and multiply?  Had she 

learned to live with the disappointment and mouth covered 

whispers?  People gossiped back then, just like they do today. 

H 
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Here’s another saying, “Timing is everything,” and though 

Elizabeth was barren, it’s obvious God knew in His infinite 

knowledge that she would indeed have a son one day.  Did you 

get that?  God knew — not Elizabeth. Though the bible foretells 

of a man who would play an important role in laying the 

groundwork for the ministry of Jesus, it says nothing about who 

his mother and father will be. There is no mention of a couple 

with the initials Z and E. 

Have you been waiting for an answer to your prayer? Do 

your words and actions resemble that of a beggar more than a 

son or daughter of a KING? Consider the shepherd boy David — 

it’s believed he penned the words of Psalm 23 before coming to 

his “crown.” Though he was destined for greatness, he was 

forced to wait for it because timing is everything.  

I really enjoy reading commentators, and the older, the 

better, so the words of Matthew Henry, born 1662, really spoke 

to me several years ago. If you are now in that place called 

waiting, I hope this helps. 

“Let not those fear starving that are at God’s finding and 

have Him as their feeder. Not only shall I not want, but I shall be 

supplied with whatever I need, and if I have not everything I 

desire, I may conclude it is either not fit for me or not good for 

me or I shall have it in due time.” ~ Matthew Henry 

What a great attitude to have!  So, you’re waiting — who 

isn’t?   
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Elizabeth was, “Well advanced in years,” simply put, she 

had been waiting for a long time to have a child. While her 

husband, Zechariah, was in the temple, an angel appeared and 

said, “Your prayer has been heard.”  Did Zechariah have to ask, 

WHICH ONE or was he so in tune with this angel that he knew 

exactly what he was talking about? Please tell me why he was 

still asking for such a thing when he was an old man. Let’s be 

real. Somebody is going to have to get up in the middle of the 

night with this child, someone is going to have to feed this child, 

and I don’t mean with Similac. Well advanced in years means the 

same thing in any language; they were old.   

The Bible doesn’t tell us much about Elizabeth, but it does 

say she and her husband were righteous, walking in all the 

commandments and ordinances of the Lord, blameless. WOW!  

Then why was she barren?  My only conclusion and one that 

gives me hope is, TIMING IS EVERYTHING.  God needed her at 

the right place and “for” the right time. 

If your time of waiting feels 

more like a struggle, hang on. It 

takes time to birth something 

great.  

Elizabeth did give birth to a 

son, and “…the reproach of her 

barrenness was removed.” Luke 

1:25 

 

If your time of waiting 

feels more like a 

struggle, hang on. It 

takes time to birth 

something great. 

Vincent Peal 
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God has your best interest at the forefront of His thoughts, 

keep asking, but praise in your waiting — If it’s His will, when the 

time is right, it will happen. 
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This Is Us 
 

 write my devotions as if I know all of you personally, and you 

know me. However, I know that isn’t the case for most of you. 

With that said, I would like to give you a little more information 

on who I am. 

My husband, Jim and I, lead a ministry organization called 

Latin American Ministry (latinamericanministry.org). We call it 

LAM for short. Feel free to click on the link and read more about 

us. I thought you might enjoy knowing more about the person 

who keeps sending letters to your inbox. 

Since this is February, the month of LOVE, I thought I would 

share a love story. I spent my teenage years reading every 

romance book I could get my hands on, mostly Harlequin (it was 

a time when Harlequin produced an acceptable read for a young 

girl). My empty billfold forced me to the library time and time 

again, so much so, that I became 

an employee.  

I was Juliet looking for 

Romeo. Only I wanted a happier 

ending. My story turned out more 

like Matt Dillion and Miss Kitty, 

I 

 

I got the license for  

him to hang his spurs 

on my bedpost. 
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with the main exception being, I got the license for him to hang 

his spurs on my bedpost.  

If you read too many romance novels, pretty soon there 

isn’t a man alive who can measure up, other than Bill Gates (if 

you’re talking $$) and he’s taken. 

So, when my handsome cowboy came riding in on a red and 

silver Ford F-150 and popped the question, I said “yes” and rode 

away with him. 

You need to know that’s not stretching the truth more than 

an inch or so. Jim and I met and married in three weeks. It’s 

actually a little scarier than that. He was gone for two of those 

weeks.  

We plan to write a book about this whirlwind romance one 

day, but until it comes out, we will keep sharing bits and pieces 

of our love story.   

Jim and I have been married 40 years this September. We 

are a rare find among married people, or so we’re told. We really 

do like each other.  

I can’t tell you how many people over the years have asked 

us, “How do you do it?” Our response is always the same, “Do 

what?” They answer, “Spend so much time together and act as 

though you like each other.” 

Many years ago, we were guests in the home of newfound 

friends. We were about to go out for supper when they stopped 

and asked, “Would you pray for us?” The man said, “We’ve talked 
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and decided we would like to have a marriage like yours!” Caught 

off guard, we looked at each other puzzled. 

Jim and I had shared life together at that point for almost 

25 years, and it had been a good life. It wasn’t perfect, and it 

wasn’t without bumps in the road or thorns on the roses— but is 

was “US.” 

To this day, I’m not really sure what people mean when 

they say we are a rare couple, but I can say this, we are REAL. We 

have opened our home to hundreds of people over the years, and 

we just don’t know how— to FAKE IT. What you see is what you 

get, in public and private. 

The bible is full of rare couples. For instance, Jacob and 

Rachel, this man loved her so much; he was willing to work 

fourteen years to marry her. Then there is Salmon and Rahab, a 

unique and rare story indeed. A known prostitute from the city 

of Jericho marries a Jew. Not only is he an Israelite, but Jewish 

history places him in Jericho as one of the two spies Joshua sent 

in after the death of Moses. What a love story that would be!  

The story of Jim and Pam may not make history or be 

remembered in someone's book four centuries from now, but it 

is the love story that changed the life of a young Librarian. I went 

from reading about love - to living a life in love. 
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The Word Works 
 

’m riding in the truck with my husband, Jim. We’re on our way 

to a conference in Montgomery, Alabama. I have an 

opportunity to speak to the ladies there, and Jim will be leading 

worship for the morning sessions. We enjoy traveling, and we 

really love to fellowship with believers. 

A dear friend, an older missionary to MX, once told Jim 

while sitting on a porch at someone’s house in Cuba, “This is real 

mission work.” Something as simple as sitting with believers, 

talking and laughing with old friends and making new ones can 

impact eternity. One thing I’ve discovered is this: people are the 

same the world over. No man is an island — People need people, 

or as Jim says, “Everybody needs a herd.”  

As I’m writing this email, we just received a phone call from 

friends, telling us about a wreck their daughter was in, thus, 

proving my point still further — we need each other. 

(1st UPDATE: Our friend’s daughter is in the hospital, 

recovering nicely. She has a broken femur and a broken elbow. 

BUT - according to this picture, she should not be alive. We 

rejoice and say THANK YOU LORD she escaped death! Rather 

I 
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than preparing for a funeral, our 

friends are helping with her 

recovery - Psalm 68:20 “…and to 

God the Lord belong escapes from 

death.” Proverbs 17:17 says, “A 

friend loves at all times…” and then 

Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens 

iron, so one person sharpens 

another.” And don’t forget 

Proverbs 12:26 “The righteous 

choose their friends carefully…”) 

(2nd Update: Believe it or not, such is the blessing of God 

that exactly one year to the date of our friend’s accident, she 

walked across the stage at her graduation ceremony to receive 

her Masters degree in Family Counseling.)  

Do you love the book of Proverbs like me? That book has a 

way of getting under your skin. I once told a friend, “Don’t read 

Proverbs if you don’t want to live right.” (I’m smiling) Proverbs 

teaches us how to live, day to day — GOD’S WAY. 

You’ll learn how to build a home with a floor plan from 

Proverbs 24:3-4 “Through wisdom a house is built, and by 

understanding it is established; By knowledge the rooms are 

filled with all precious and pleasant riches.” 

I have used this verse more than once when we were 

building a house. The reason? I use the WORD as my foundation 



PAM STOCKDALE 

102 

to build—anything. Whether I’m building trust, building 

character or building strong friendships. 

I like to tell people, “If you’ll work the Word, the Word will 

work.” 

Here’s how you build character. Proverbs 4:20-22 “My son, 

give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings, Do 

not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of 

your heart; For they are life to 

those who find them, and health 

to all their flesh.” 

The Word will keep you from 

doing things you shouldn’t do, 

going places you shouldn’t go and 

saying things you shouldn’t say. The greatest component about 

grace for me is this: it has the power to STOP you in advance if 

you’ll “give attention” to it. There’s POWER in the Word of God.  

Sin will not stop the grace of God, but the grace of God will 

stop sin 

Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean 

not on your own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge 

Him and He will direct your paths.” 

When Jim and I were first married, our Director of 

Evangelism told us, “You’re going to hear many stories sitting 

around the table in a Pastor’s home, leave them there.” In other 

words, those people should be able to trust us with their secret 

 

“If you’ll work the 

Word, the Word will 

work.” 
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information. Can you be trusted? I sure hope so because we all 

need friends and not the fair-weather type. 

God is good—all the time. Be encouraged, God never sleeps 

or slumbers. He’s always on guard, give Him the chance to 

protect you. 
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The Tortoise And The Hare 
 

UTS. My husband used to say that a rut is nothing more than 

a grave with both ends knocked out. Here’s a question for 

you. “Are you moving or just idling?”  

Several years ago, our neighbor decided she would mow 

her yard, an activity she never participated in due to lack of time. 

Shortly after starting, she came and knocked on our door, asking 

for help. Jim was unavailable, so 

she got me and my expertise on 

lawnmowers. (laughing out loud) 

When I returned home, Jim 

asked, “What was the problem?” I 

replied, “She was running on 

turtle when she should have been 

running on rabbit.”  

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve felt like I was running 

on turtle, knowing I had the speed of a rabbit within me. I was 

crossing the road, but I was moving at a pace that I couldn’t see 

movement, much less feel it. I wanted more (more of what I was 

unsure of) and didn’t know how to get to the next place or level.  

R

 

“She was running on 

turtle when she should 

have been running  

on rabbit.” 
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For you, it could be a new business, getting that college 

degree, a job change, making a tough decision or wanting a 

closer walk with Jesus. 

I’ve heard, “When God closes one door, He opens another.” 

Well, I was ready for a window — a hole in the wall — a crack — 

anything, surely, you’ve felt that before? 

And the lights came on! 

When you’re at point “D” and you’re desiring to get to point 

“G” what do you do? YOU WAIT! Hold on. Don’t panic; it’s not 

that bad. 

There are many federal buildings throughout America that 

have a security system at the entrance. When you go through 

door number one — you wait — until the first door closes behind 

you, then you can proceed through door number two. It’s called 

protection, and that’s all God is trying to do for us. “PROTECT” 

God is so interested in our welfare that He will stop forward 

motion until the door closes behind us in order to protect our 

future. 

Not long ago, while decluttering the house, my thoughts 

turned to all the unfinished projects left from the recent 

remodel. We spent over a year remodeling our home but left 

several small items incomplete in each room. We moved on with 

the intention of returning to complete the “little things.” I’m 

fond of saying, “The little things determine the BIG things.”  

As I looked around, I noticed all the little things that 

needed to be finished, and I believe I hit upon a reason so many 



PAM STOCKDALE 

106 

people find themselves running on turtle speed versus running 

on rabbit. 

We all want to move forward, fast — yet in our desire to get 

ahead faster, we leave unfinished business behind. Which simply 

means something is left UNDONE, and with so much left undone, 

how can we expect to prosper in our daily walk?  

If we continue with that mindset, pretty soon we’re 

stepping over last week’s newspaper, to get to the sink of dirty 

dishes, to wash a glass for milk, that has clabbered, to give to the 

hungry child wearing soiled pajamas.  

You get the point? It’s when the door closes behind us that 

we get to step forward to the next great thing Jesus has waiting 

for us. When everything in steps D, E and F are completed, God 

sees order, and ADVANCEMENT is sure to come. 

Could it be that the Father is waiting on us to “declutter” 

our present so He can move us on to our “future.” If you have a 

desire to run on rabbit but feel like you’re stuck on turtle, maybe 

it’s time to reset the gear. Take time this week and do a physical 

or mental “walk through” of your life and see what needs to be 

finished so you can move forward. 

RUTS — HAPPEN but be of good cheer. There is a way out. 

"For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a future and 

a hope." Jeremiah 29:11 
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Self Inflicted Wounds 
 

et’s talk about health and fitness. STOP—don’t hit delete! I 

promise not to be hard on you. It would be so easy to place 

the blame on the devil and rightfully so, but what if the fault was 

ours? What if the problem for my pain or injury was due to my 

own actions? 

This is my story: I didn’t set out to hurt myself. I was 

enjoying my day, working in my flower garden. Earlier that 

morning I had been to the local garden department at Lowe’s. I 

was young, strong and full of energy and didn’t need anyone’s 

help lifting the 50 lb. bags of potting and topsoil. As the day wore 

on, my muscles began to ache more and more. Ignoring the 

warning signs, I pressed on. 

Jim, my husband, was out of town and being the self-reliant 

person that I am, I continued to unload and empty my heavy 

sacks of dirt. The day was a Saturday, and I was to speak at a 

church the next morning. The Alabama sun was baking my skin, 

and I ignored the voice in my head. I should have heeded my 

body signals, but NO, I was Captain Gardner, and every plant had 

to be planted in one day. 

Why does dumb seem to run deep at times?  

L 
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Somewhere around sunset, not only were all the flowers in 

the ground, I was on the couch. I was wiped out! I had drug my 

now red body into the house showered and collapsed. (I didn’t 

really pass out, but it would have been nice) As I slowly lifted my 

weary body from the sofa, I knew instantly something was wrong 

in this young, strong and not so full of energy girl. 

You guessed it, too many 50 lb. bags will throw your back 

out. But wait, isn’t this where I’m supposed to blame the devil? 

Kinda like Flip Wilson used to say, “The devil made me do it.” 

This is what I call “Self-inflicted wounds.” 

When we do something, we know we shouldn’t, and it goes 

south instead of north. Why not take responsibility for our 

actions and move on? I didn’t like the pain I felt in my back that 

day or for the next several days for that matter, but I owned up 

to it, learned a valuable lesson, and no longer lift 50 lb. bags of 

anything. I’d like to add, I preached that next morning from a 

stool, but — I did preach! 

I told you that story hoping to ease into an area most 

people don’t want to hear or talk about…Eating healthy and 

developing a fitness plan.  

I Corinthians 6:19-20 “Do you not know that your bodies are 

temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
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received from God? You are not your own. You were bought at a 

price. Therefore, honor God with 

your bodies.” 

“Take care of your body. It’s 

the only place you have to live.” ~ 

Jim Rohn 

I read a lot of health articles 

and books and try to keep my body 

in shape so that I can represent God well. People have made 

comments to me that it must be easy for me to stay small. Well, 

let me say this: EASY is never the operative word when I’m 

staring at the most fabulous piece of Key Lime pie I’ve ever seen. 

Let me add, nor do I deprive myself every time either. I simply 

try to make good choices when it comes to food. I deny my 

appetites frequently so that I can occasionally treat myself. It’s a 

plan that’s worked for me. 

Fitness, for me is a choice I made as a young girl. A fitness 

routine is a must for me. I walk 2-3 miles, five days a week and 

exercise twenty minutes every day. I heard a success coach say, 

“Don’t look at the hour you don’t have, look at the 20 minutes 

you do have.” That took my guilt away and set me free. I so 

wanted to be the girl who went to the gym and worked out for 

hours, but who has that much extra time — RIGHT? 

If I had a prayer or wish for you, it would be that you would 

live long and strong and be in the best possible shape at every 

age. I would pray that you would enjoy all your children, 

 

“Take care of your 

body. It’s the only place 

you have to live.” 

~ Jim Rohn 
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GRANDS and GREATS. Also, that you would set the example, they 

want to follow. They’re going to follow someone, why not you?  

Do yourself a favor. Find a health and fitness plan that fits 

your life, get on it and stick with it. You can do it!  Lose the guilt 

and the Hollywood model or Chip and Dale physique mindset.  

We come in all shapes and sizes and need not compare 

ourselves to anyone. Be honest with yourself, no more lies, if you 

need to treat your body with more respect —start today. 

"HONESTY — ONE SIZE FITS ALL” ~ Pam 

Beloved, I pray that you prosper in all things and be in 

health, even as your soul prospers. III John 2 
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Unsurrendered Places 
 

 would like to talk to you about some things that came up in 

my prayer time. It could be they were just for me, but it’s 

possible you can relate also.  

Unsurrendered places — places in your heart not yet 

surrendered to God. It’s possible everyone has something 

secretly tucked away in their heart that they think they have 

hidden from others and God. This space holds those things that 

you left behind yesterday, last year, five years ago (you fill in the 

blank). 

Unsurrendered places are similar to storage units. You put 

things in there which you have no intention of looking through 

for a long, long time. But here’s the “gotcha”— in order to move 

on, you have to go into that storage unit, lift boxes and shift 

furniture around until you get to the back. Then there it is, 

hanging on the wall, almost hidden, in the corner. Do you see it? 

It’s that sore spot, hurt, unforgiveness, or bitterness you 

attached to a person or a place. You thought you would never 

hear from it or see it again, yet there it is, big as life. What do you 

do? You SURRENDER. More often than not, surrender is better 

than running away. 

I 
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God never holds out on us, so there must be something 

great on the other side of your surrender. 

Desert places — Have you 

ever felt like your life was in a 

drought? Does everyone around 

you seemed to be flourishing, but 

you? Your co-worker bought the 

car you wanted. Your neighbor 

built the workshop of your 

dreams. A close friend just found 

out she was pregnant, and you’ve desired a child for years. A 

newcomer to church testifies of a healing, while you still wait for 

yours. What do you do? Water your desert with praise. 

Worship will get you through the roughest times in your 

life because it shifts your focus from the problem — to the 

PROBLEM SOLVER. 

Perhaps you’re on the verge of a miracle. It could be you’re 

sitting beside your answer, and you don’t even realize it. In 

Genesis chapter 21, the story is told of Abraham sending away 

the bondservant, Hagar and her son, Ishmael. Hagar is sent away 

with a skin full of water that is soon used up. What is a mother 

to do? Well, she sat her son under a bush and walked away. 

Maybe his tears were too much to bear. 

Genesis 21:19 "Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a 

well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water and 

gave the lad a drink." 

 

God never holds out on 

us, so there must be 

something great on the 

other side of your 

surrender. 
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As my friend, Kristine Brown, and author of the book, Over 

It writes, “Hagar’s hopeless situation had affected her sight. 

When He drew her attention back to His goodness, she saw what 

had been right there all along. God restored her life source.” 

I want to encourage you to never give up and always 

believe that something wonderful is about to happen. You’re 

going to believe something. Why not believe for something 

good? 

This verse speaks so beautifully to a person who feels like 

they are in a drought. Read it and take it as a personal word from 

your heavenly Father who wants to — water your desert place. 

Isaiah 58:11 "The Lord will guide you continually, and 

satisfy your soul in drought, and strengthen your bones; You 

shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring, whose waters 

do not fail." 

I hope your week is so good that you have to tell someone 

about it. 
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I Want Something Free 
 

y husband and I live in small-town America, so small in 

fact, our tiny community doesn’t have a zip code. 

However, they hand us off to the nearest available ZIP and voila 

we receive mail. When a new business comes to town, everyone 

is excited and talking.  As foundations are being poured, 

strangers meet in passing at the bank and say, “What’s going in 

across the street?” If this were BIG city, no-one would speak to a 

stranger —for sure, nor would they care what was “going in” — 

because it’s BIG city. 

But here in rural America, we care. We want to know who, 

what, when, where and how long is it going to take? We want 

details, after all, it’s our town.  

In our town of Dover, the one with the zip code, we’re 

getting a Taco John’s. Most people in the South don’t know what 

that is because they're primarily located in the North, but they 

appear to be moving south.   

Before building began, a sign was posted, “TACO JOHN’S — 

COMING SOON.”  My family, even our daughters who live six 

hours away, are excited and eagerly anticipating the Grand 

Opening.  

M 
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I have a story about Taco John’s and as much as I’d like to 

say, “I didn’t do it,” — I can’t. I put both feet in my mouth when 

I should have been standing on them. The year was 1995 or close 

to it. I was in a hurry, trying to get food on the table, my family 

fed and they, (Taco John’s) messed up my order. 

Our place was located about 4 miles out in the county, in 

the quaint town of Pierre, South Dakota. I ordered food over the 

phone, (one of those land-line species) waited the recommended 

amount of time and drove in for our food. Everything was 

prepared and ready for pick up. I drove back home, placed the 

food on the table, and began to unpack each sack.  

"Where are the “Potato Olés?” Only I said, “Tater Olés,” 

sorta southern like. “NO—TATER—OLÉS?” Oh, my goodness! My 

ATTITUDE filled the room. Not only was my attitude not good, I 

wanted retribution. I walked back over to the same phone, 

picked up the receiver and dialed Taco John’s and the 

conversation went something like this: 

“Hello, my name is Pam and I was just there and picked up 

a to-go order. I live 4 miles out of town, and when I got home, I 

discovered that you forgot to put in our Tater Olés. Now, I’ve 

driven 8 miles and I need to drive back in to pick them up! SO, 

"Not only do I want my tater Olés, I want something FREE!”  

All of this was said and done with my innocent family 

looking on.  

I felt as though my attitude was justified. After all, they 

were the bad guys, not me. They messed up my order and should 
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be punished in some way, so I helped them along. I WANT 

something FREE.  

As I look back, I must question my LOVE walk. Where was 1 

Corinthians 13:5? Love does not behave rudely. I was the poster 

child of arrogance and rudeness! Thank God for forgiveness. 

On the drive back to town, in 1995, I was confronted with 

my actions. I heard THE VOICE in 

my spirit, saying, “Slow down, you 

must apologize.” I was speeding 

and, on my way to get something 

free. I lifted my foot from the 

accelerator, slowed down and 

leaned into the VOICE. In that 10-

minute drive to town, I took a 

good look at me and was embarrassed by my actions.   

"We judge others by what they do; we judge ourselves by 

what we meant to do.” ~Unknown 

That statement is so true. We all make mistakes, mess up, 

get it wrong, and say things we shouldn’t - but can we cowboy 

up and admit it? I went into that restaurant with egg on my face, 

walked up to the counter, and as boldly as I could, I said, “My 

name is Pam Stockdale, and I would like to apologize for my 

words and actions.” They must have been energized by fear of 

the first Pam Stockdale, the one who called. They not only had 

my tater oles prepared and waiting for me, but they also had the 

 

"We judge others by 

what they do; we judge 

ourselves by what we 

meant to do.”  

~ Unknown 
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GRANDE size and, to further pour salt on my open wound, they 

had a coupon for my next visit. 

They say actions speak louder than words, and I believe 

that to be true. I only hope they remember the second Pam 

Stockdale more than they remember the first one. 

"The years show us things the days never did." 

Walking through that day was an eye-opener for me. It 

caused me to see that the old man (or woman) will show up at 

the oddest times—show up and show out. I think that’s why Paul 

thought it was necessary to write in 1 Corinthians 9:27 “But I 

discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have 

preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.”  

There are still times when my tongue seems to be hinged 

in the middle, and wrong words come spewing out of my mouth, 

but I am getting better. 

I hope you find laughter and encouragement in this 

devotion, knowing that mistakes happen, and sometimes, they 

come through us. NO WORRIES! He’s a forgiving, loving, teaching 

Father and His desire is to make us look more like HIM.  

Be encouraged, laugh and have a great day! 
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The Next Generation 
 

t’s early morning and cold outside, but a nice fire is burning 

in the wood-stove. I’m listening to Jim play with Ben, our 3-

year-old grandson, at the old picnic table, which sits in our 

dining room. When I opened my bible this morning, the pages 

fell to this passage of scripture. 

Psalms 78:4 & 6 “Telling the generation to come the praises 

of the Lord, and His strength and His wonderful works that He 

has done. 6) That the generation to come might know them, the 

children who would be born, that they may arise and declare 

them to their children, that they may set their hope in God, and 

not forget the works of God, But keep His commandments.” 

So, what’s the remedy for keeping God’s commandments 

and praises alive in your home? Talk about the Lord’s goodness 

daily, endeavor to become like a runner handing off the baton to 

the next person. Your children are going to believe you, the 

parent/grandparent, more than anyone else. 

Tell your stories and keep telling them, and if possible, 

write them down. With technology today, there is almost NO 

excuse for not journaling all the wonderful, miraculous stories 

we have in order to pass them down to our children’s children. 

I 
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Children have this innate ability to mimic what they see 

and hear. Our job is to make sure what they see and hear is the 

good stuff. It’s how the next generation will lead with Godly 

convictions, principles and integrity.  

We have two grandchildren, ages 2 and 3. Both of them will 

pray before they eat. Why? They follow the leader in the home. 

Hey, they will also get an attitude when asked to do something 

they don’t want to do. Man’s 

Adamic nature will show up and 

show out. I promise. 

Children are a reward from 

the Lord, and the bible says, 

“Blessed is the man whose quiver 

is full of them.”  

My quiver was full with two, and if not my quiver, the 

trailer we lived in sure was. 

Raising children is never easy, but when we choose to have 

them, we should also choose to teach them. The bible says, 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he 

will not depart from it.” That still applies to the lessons you’re 

teaching your little one today. 

If you don’t allow yelling in your home, most likely, your 

child will be a non-yelling adult. The same goes for: Name-

calling, hitting, biting and other inappropriate behavior. 

The following story was told to us from a friend of ours 

many years ago, and it’s too funny not to share.  

 

My quiver was full with 

two, and if not my 

quiver, the trailer we 

lived in sure was. 
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Our friend James was babysitting his nephew, when he 

walked into the kitchen and found the toddler with his hand in 

the sugar bowl, laughing and throwing the sweet white crystals 

everywhere. He described the little fellow as an untamed hand 

full. James, doing what he thought was right, corrected him and 

sent him on his way. 

When the father of the child heard that James, his brother, 

had corrected his son, he was infuriated that he had stopped his 

son from playing in the sugar bowl. The father said, “This is his 

house, everything in it is his, and he can do what he likes.” 

Forced beyond his desire, James, once again, finds himself 

as sitter of the undisciplined little guy. This time the father 

walked into the room to see Junior, sitting on the floor, tearing 

page after page from his Daddy’s books, while James, the 

babysitter, watched from his chair. Oh, and the discarded paper 

pile was growing. The father raised his voice in disbelief, asking, 

“Why have you let him do this?” Our friend, James, simply stated, 

“Because you said, this is his house, everything in it is his, and 

he can do what he likes!” 

That story has brought many laughs into our home over 

the years, but truth be told, no one really enjoys the company of 

undisciplined people, young or old.   

As Forrest Gump said, “Life is like a box of chocolates, (so 

are children) you never know what you’re going to get.” But, you 

can be sure of this, what you put into them, you will get back 

someday, so fill them up with good stuff. 
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Remain Grateful 
 

inter has loosened its hold on northern Tennessee, and 

pollen is coloring my furniture. We country folks like to 

leave our doors open for fresh air, even when the air comes in 

shades of yellow. I do have screen doors, however, to keep the 

varmints out. 

This brief story has nothing to do with my main thought 

for today. However, it’s funny, and laughter is good for you. One 

day, a few years back, while I was working outside, I had passed 

through the mudroom several times, going in and out of the 

house. On one such pass-through, something caught my eye 

behind a cabinet. It was an unfamiliar object. I eased up for a 

closer look, and sure enough, it was what I had hoped it was not—

a skunk. 

Back to my comment, “We do have screen doors.” Now you 

know why we have them. It’s a bit funny today, but at the time, 

we were concerned about spray, and I’m not talking about 

hairspray or aerosol spray. I’m referring to what a skunk can do 

that no amount of Lysol spray can get rid of. When your brother-

in-law is a Game Warden, you call him and get advice. “Leave the 

door open and stay out of the way, when the skunk wakes up, 

W
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he’ll go out the same way he came in.” That was the educated 

instructions we received, and that’s exactly what the varmint 

did—end of story. 

Moving on—With Thanksgiving five months behind us and 

seven months ahead, I thought I would encourage you to remain 

steadfast in “giving thanks.” Many of you may remember what I 

shared about a grateful heart being a magnet for miracles. How 

the simple act of Psalm 100:4 Be Thankful and SAY SO, has 

changed my life. How thanking God for the little things, shows 

appreciation, and tells Him that you recognize His blessings and 

presence in your life. I also shared how I bought a journal and 

began to record things daily I was thankful for. Presto, out of the 

blue, prayers were answered, gifts were given, money came in 

the mail and was even handed to me from strangers. What was 

happening? My thankfulness was pulling God’s kindness to me. 

It hasn’t stopped! Gifts, miracles and fun things are still 

pouring in. It’s the boomerang principle. Throw it out, and it 

comes back to you. Two weeks ago, while visiting a church in 

another city, a man, whom I’ve never seen before, walked up to 

me, handed me a fist full of cash, and said, “You can share this 

with him.” (Pointing to Jim who was standing beside me) 

Other notable gifts and fun things are: 

• A SAK purse. 

• A Scentsy candle holder with several different scents. 
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• A day spent on the River Walk in San Antonio, TX 

with a boat ride and meal, a gift to us. 

• A historical Mexican Dinner Theater outlining 400 

years of Mexican history. 

• Jim sold 50 copies of his new book, Fit to be Tied, to 

one man. 

• Jim sold 225 books to an organization. 

Ephesians 5:20 “Giving thanks always for all things to God 

the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

When you take time to say, 

thank you, Lord, look out, because 

something good is about to 

happen. 

OH YEAH, don’t forget, you 

MUST stop complaining! God 

hates complaining, and He will not 

bless it. Read Numbers 11:1, and 

you’ll know what I’m saying is the 

truth. 

Do yourself a huge favor, buy 

a journal, start writing down things you are grateful for and be 

sure to SAY so — OUT LOUD. 

 

“Of all the “attitudes” 

we can acquire, surely 

the attitude of 

gratitude is the most 

important and by far 

the most life-changing.” 

~ Zig Ziglar 
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“Of all the “attitudes” we can acquire, surely the attitude of 

gratitude is the most important and by far the most life-

changing.” ~ Zig Ziglar 

I hope you have a great week and that you get an 

opportunity to share your happy list of the many good things 

God has done for you, with someone. 
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Tic-Toc 
 

hat’s on your mind for 2019? Have you taken time to 

ponder what the next 365 days hold for you - not your 

spouse, children or best friend, you? Only you are responsible for 

what you will do with those days. 

TIME — the clock is ticking, and what’s fair about time is 

this - we all get the same amount, 365 days in a year, 24 hours in 

a day, 60 minutes in an hour. Shucks! We can’t complain that our 

neighbor gets more than we do.   

TIME IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER 

TIME doesn’t recognize your skin color or social standing, 

but like the old saying goes, “Time marches on.” I have a 

beautiful Grandfather clock standing in my dining room, and it 

continuously plays the same tune over and over, “tick tock-tick 

tock,” slowly, deducting seconds from my life. 

Regardless if you expect to live 80 or 120 years, what is 

crucial to you and me is to make every hour count. In every large 

airport, there are electronic billboards showing arrival and 

departure times. It’s there you will find your flight number and 

which gate you will be leaving from. If we had such a billboard, 

even in our minds, it might influence us to take advantage of the 

W
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24 hours we do have. Knowing the departure date could be a bit 

creepy. 

I should fess up and say, “I’m writing this as much for 

myself as for you.” Telling others what helped me keeps me 

motivated. Looking back over 2018, I see so many good things 

that happened to me simply because I planned and followed 

through. I did not hide my plans away or sit by aimlessly, hoping 

things would be better than the previous year. No, I took a 

proactive part and did my share to live my life to the fullest and 

what I couldn’t do—God did. 

I have a quote written in the back of my bible that says, 

“You never drift where you are going. You intentionally go 

there.”  It’s easy to drift off to sleep or drift down lazy river, but 

if you’re going to make your life meaningful and productive, you 

must be intentional. 

I have these verses highlighted in my bible, and I can also 

quote them from memory, but please do not take offense. I am 

not calling anyone lazy. 

Proverbs 24:30-34 “I went by the field of the lazy man, And 

by the vineyard of the man devoid of understanding; 31 And 

there it was, all overgrown with thorns; Its surface was covered 

with nettles; Its stone wall was broken down. 32  When I saw it, I 

considered it well; I looked on it and received instruction: 33 A 

little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to rest; 

34  So shall your poverty come like a prowler, And your need like 

an armed man.” 
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Organization, schedules and goals are not the fun words we 

all like to hear. Words like: Speed boats, hunting, guns and beach 

vacations are a whole lot cooler. It’s more entertaining to plan 

family outings and trips than to think about the time we should 

spend setting goals for our life. 

Verses 33 and 34 of Proverbs make it pretty plain, “…a little 

sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest…” and 

your enemy slips in unexpected and leaves you in poverty. 

The man never took time to care for the vines growing on 

his beautiful stone wall. He simply ignored them, went to sleep, 

and like Rip Van Winkle, he woke up one day to a life he did not 

recognize. 

My encouragement to you 

this week is this, find out what is 

truly meaningful to you and your 

life and do it. Spend time on the 

weightier matters — things that 

add value to your life.  

“There is nothing so useless 

as doing efficiently that which 

should not be done at all.” ~ Peter Drucker 

The clock is ticking. 

 

 

“There is nothing so 

useless as doing efficiently 

that which should not be 

done at all.” 

~ Peter Drucker 
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The Shadow 
 

tanding in front of my wood burning stove, very early one 

morning, with all the lights out — I was in prayer. Looking 

up at the ceiling, I saw the GIANT in the room. It was this huge, 

dark and foreboding figure. I had no reason whatsoever to fear, 

because I knew it was only my shadow. 

Recently, my grandson Ben was outside with his Pa (Jim) 

and saw his shadow on the ground. Ben said, “Look, Pa! It’s your 

shadow!” Jim explained how shadows move just like we do by 

moving his hands and arms. Ben then had a great three-year-old 

reply, “Yeah, but it doesn’t have eyes and a mouth.” From the 

mouth of babes. 

Eyes have the uncanny ability to pierce and to accuse, 

without a spoken word. And the mouth, well, James, the brother 

of Jesus, said, “the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity.” But, a 

SHADOW has neither. A shadow is not alive and can do nothing 

to harm you. So why do so many people fear the shadows?  

Psalms 23:4 “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me…” 

You may be going through something that looks and feels 

as big and scary as the shadow you cast, but “fear not” it’s not 

S
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the real thing. My job isn’t to tell you that your problem or 

situation doesn’t exist, because it probably does. My position is 

that of CHEERLEADER for you. I want to be a voice in your head 

that says: 

“It’s just a shadow - Don’t throw in the towel.”  

In one of the Rocky movies, Mick, the trainer, tells Rocky 

he’s gonna stop the fight, but Rocky yells, “NO—DON’T STOP THE 

FIGHT!” Mick says, “But, he’s gonna kill ya.” Rocky replies, “No, 

I know what I’m doing.” 

At this point in Rocky’s boxing career, he knew what he had 

to do to bluff his opponent. He had to appear immovable, 

unshakeable and unbeatable. How many times have I had to do 

the same thing while walking through the valley of the shadow 

of death? 

I remember, a couple of years ago when a lady came telling 

me of her niece’s death from bladder cancer. She meant well and 

was only trying to encourage me; no harm was done. Yet 

instantly, the “shadow of death” whispered in my ear, “See, I told 

ya, you can DIE from bladder cancer.” Satan loves his job, and he 

pulls no punches in trying to get his lies across to us — if we’ll 

listen.  

I really like the verse I mentioned earlier from Psalms, “Yea 

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death…” 

This verse alludes to the fact that in your problems, pains 

or trials, you are only passing through and should not be 
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building a dwelling. It also indicates that it’s a shadow — not the 

real thing. 

"Never build a house where a tent should go.” ~Joel Osteen  

My hope for you today is that you let God’s truth 

overshadow (tower above and cast a shadow over) any struggle 

or problem you may be facing. Like Paul said in II Corinthians 4 

(Pam’s short version), “You may 

be hard-pressed, yet not crushed; 

perplexed, but not in despair; 

persecuted but not forsaken; 

struck down, but not destroyed.” 

The giant may be HUGE, 

dark and foreboding, but it’s only a shadow, not the real thing. 

Take joy in that! 

Struggles are real and often hard to navigate, but we have 

the Captain of the ship to pilot us through the rough seas of life. 

Jesus walked on water and extended to Peter the opportunity to 

join him there. He offers us the same privilege —the ability to 

walk on rough waters that seem deeper and higher than us.  

Don’t throw in the towel. Give Jesus a chance to work with 

you and train you. Then together, you can conquer anything. 

 

"Never build a house 

where a tent should go.” 

~ Joel Osteen 
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Helping Others 
 

 read an old Chinese Proverb the other day that went like this:  

If you want happiness for an hour, take a nap. 

If you want happiness for a day, go fishing. 

If you want happiness for a year, inherit a fortune. 

If you want happiness for a lifetime, help someone else. 

They all seem to be fairly accurate. Nevertheless, I’d like to 

stretch the inherited fortune out past a year, wouldn’t you? 

Seems such a waste to get a landfall of wealth just to lose it a year 

later. Dave Ramsey said, “Money takes on the personality of the 

person holding it. Generous people become even more generous, 

and jerks become huge jerks.”  That’s too funny, and I threw that 

in for free—no charge. 

I think you’re never more like Jesus than when you’re 

giving. A local church, which we attend when home, recently set 

aside a Saturday for a day of service. They went out into the 

Community, looked for a need and did their best to meet it. How 

wonderful is that? People serving people is a good motto to live 

by. In fact, in 2001, when we began Latin American Ministry, we 

made something very similar our motto: 

“A Ministry of People Helping People.” 

I 
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Acts 20:35 says, "… And remember the words of the Lord 

Jesus, that He said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

I say happiness comes from happenings, meaning, 

something you are doing or did made you happy, while JOY runs 

much deeper, it is a choice. I find happiness, as the proverb says 

in helping people. If a person seems to be in a hurry at check out 

in the store, I let them go ahead of 

me, no big deal — well, maybe it 

was to them. The act of you 

helping someone isn’t measured 

by the size of the act; it is 

measured by your willingness to do so. 

I’m reminded of an incident that happened to me years ago. 

I was taking home a small gym-size trampoline from the Fitness 

Center. It should have been obvious to a blind person that I 

needed help with the door. I had my gym bag in one hand and 

the small trampoline in the other, and up walks, “Mr. Too Busy 

To Help.” Helping was not on his radar, nor was courtesy on his 

list of manners. Oh, it wasn’t just a door, it was a set of doors, 

with a very small room between the two—talk about your close 

quarters. I could smell his deodorant as he flew passed me, 

pinning me and the trampoline between the door and the wall. 

Once, freed from my small prison and with my oversized bundle 

safely stored in the back of the truck, I stopped for a few minutes 

for much-needed prayer. 

 

“A Ministry of People 

Helping People.” 
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You need to know I’ve also been that person who was too 

busy to help. What’s the saying? “We judge others by what they 

do; we judge ourselves by what we meant to do.” 

Have you ever noticed how inconvenient the times are 

when, out of the blue, the call comes in? What you wanted was a 

day off, to be forgotten for an hour or two, but NO, the phone 

rings and you’re in high gear once again. The person on the other 

end of the line needs you and needs you now! 

Helping others is not always conducive to our busy 

schedules but put the shoe of NEED on your foot and the story 

changes. I really like helping strangers, and maybe that’s 

because they move in and out of my life fairly fast or maybe it’s 

because it seems so unselfish, and that gives me the “warm 

fuzzies.” Either way, I like it. 

I better close this devotion for now and take my own 

advice. My husband is calling and needs my help. I’m praying the 

Lord brings an opportunity across our path this week that He can 

use us to help someone in need. 



134 

 

You Are Here 
 

ow is it that these mall signs always know where I am? 

Even when I'm lost! 

Have you ever been lost or gotten turned around in a mall? 

If so, you know the rule. Find an exit and soon, you’ll see the 

large mall guide telling you where all the stores are located. Also, 

on that same guide is a red dot saying, “You are here.” 

Genesis 3:9 says, “Then the Lord God called to Adam and 

said to him, “Where are you?” First you must realize that God 

was not searching for Adam —as in — God couldn’t find him. This 

wasn’t a game of hide and seek. This question was for Adam, not 

God. God was trying to get revelation to Adam. He wasn’t seeking 

information for Himself. 

Just like the red dot on the 

mall billboard, announcing, “You 

are here,” is it possible the Lord is 

asking you the same question He 

asked Adam, “Where are you?” 

Sometimes our answer is, 

"I'm over here, Lord, I'm a workaholic, so I hid in my work.” Then 

H 

 

"I'm over here, Lord,  

I'm a workaholic, so I 

hid in my work.” 
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again, He asks, “Where are you?” You reply, “I’m here, Lord, I hid 

in my life - like Elvis sang, I did it my way.” 

“Where are you,” He asks once more, “I used my life for 

selfish gain, I was more concerned with ME than with others.” 

Get ready for the Lord’s reply, because it’s a good one. 

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will 

give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 

am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” Matthew 

11:28-30 

Isn’t He just too much? What an AWESOME God we serve. 

He will take our mess and give us a message. (heard that and 

thought it was cool) 

Recently I heard Jim say, “A message is just a mess with a 

little age added to it.” 

God is the only one I know who will take someone with a 

bad reputation, like a tax collector, and have him write the first 

book of the New Testament—Matthew. Or what about a rough, 

cussing, fisherman who preached a message that was so 

convicting, it changed the lives of 3000 people? Peter was a pistol 

for sure. Then there’s the adulteress who was caught in the very 

act of adultery. The Pharisees desired to stone her and trap Jesus. 

Even then, Jesus made the statement, “He who is without sin 

among you, let him throw the first stone.”  

You may not be comfortable in the presence of people like 

Matthew, Peter and the un-named woman but, where are you? 



PAM STOCKDALE 

136 

Are you the type who says, “I’ve got this God, I don’t need help?” 

Or, are you like Adam and you feel as though you’ve just blown 

it so bad, you’re hiding from God? Where are you? Have you lost 

your direction, and now you need the mall guide to make it 

known, “You are here?” 

There's a story in I Kings 19, about Elijah, the Prophet. It’s 

a great story about a great man. However, he’s running from a 

woman, Jezebel. So, Elijah runs and eventually ends up in a cave. 

I like the question the Lord asked him, “What are you doing 

here, Elijah?” Isn’t it just like God to ask us why we are hiding? 

Because that’s exactly what Elijah was doing - hiding. 

Elijah was hiding from a woman who wanted to kill him, yet 

ironically, he later prays to die. If he had stuck around, back at 

the castle, Jezebel would have fulfilled his request. Funny, but 

true.   

God had unfinished work for Elijah. He had not fulfilled all 

the details God had planned for him.  

Are you running? Hiding? Do you have unfinished work? If 

so, get your compass out and find true North. God will never let 

you miss Him when you are looking for Him. This will be a great 

week to find Him. Start where you are - Instead of waiting for the 

question from Him, why not ask, “God, where am I?” 
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Be An Original 
 

 short while back, I was reading a verse out of Nahum to a 

couple of guys, and when I finished, one of them laughed 

and said, “Who reads from Nahum?” I got a little snooty and said, 

“I do!” I felt a shallow sadness for a man who had a three-chapter 

book. Then it dawned on me—Nahum had his words written in 

the greatest, bestselling book of all times—the BIBLE. Funny how 

we can poke fun at others - some of whom have done what we 

never have. 

Have you ever had the thought, “How can I measure up? 

One definition of measure is “Comparing something with an 

object of known size.” I think all of us have faced this at one time 

or the other. We compare our looks, talents, and stuff to people 

we don’t know personally or intimately. In other words, - 

strangers. 

Growing up, ages 1-10 (for some it's older), we’re content 

to have our own pacifier, stuffed animal or bicycle. But when you 

add a few more years, pretty soon, you begin to notice someone 

has something you don’t. Maybe your neighbor added a 

boathouse for his new 2018 Triton 20 TRX Patriot OR the boss’s 

daughter got a Mercedes E-Class Coupe, which you couldn’t 

A
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afford for your daughter or even worse, for yourself.  Your 

thoughts, “How can I measure up?” 

My question is, “Why do we have to measure our likes and 

dislikes by others?” If I like loud, bright colors (and I do), why do 

I have to tone down my wardrobe because you like pastels? If I 

want to paint my bathroom walls bright mint green — I should. 

II Corinthians 10:12 (NIV) 

“…When they measure themselves 

by themselves and compare 

themselves with themselves, they 

are not wise.” 

Ok, that’s pretty plain, but I’m 

guilty too and would like to get over 

it.  

My understanding of 

originals, be it; paintings, coins or 

anything else is, when it’s the real thing, it’s more valuable. 

There’s only one of them. They are extremely rare and hard to 

come by. If we could remember to apply that to our own lives, 

we just might live happier.  

“To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make 

you something else is the greatest accomplishment.”  Ralph 

Waldo Emerson 

Men, you are no different than women in this, you are a 

human being with desires and passions to succeed and prosper, 

to be the best, go further and faster than the man beside you. 

 

“To be yourself in a world 

that is constantly trying to 

make you something else is 

the greatest 

accomplishment.” 

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Like most men, you don’t have to outrun the bear chasing you. 

You just have to outrun the guy with you. LOL 

So, how can you measure up? Get a different measuring 

stick! Take your eyes off people and put them on Jesus. You will 

stay frustrated and seemingly unfulfilled if you constantly 

compare yourself to others. Let me add this, if your friends are 

not pushing you forward or pulling you up higher, it may be time 

to make new friends. 

Jesus looked at Peter once and said, “Get behind Me, Satan, 

you are a stumbling block to me” and then later called Judas, His 

friend, right when he was betraying Him. Why? Because Peter, 

in his ignorance, was trying to keep Jesus from fulfilling His 

destiny and Judas was pushing him towards it. 

Originals are more valuable than copies. Why not GROW 

yourself and become a better you? Quit a bad habit and cultivate 

a new one, set a goal to declutter a room or your shop, learn a 

new language, start a hobby, whatever grabs your attention, take 

hold of it and RUN with it. Just think, in a day, week, month or 

year, you could be what you like the most in others. 

I’m writing from a “learning as I go” place, not from an “I’ve 

arrived” place. Several times in the last few months, I’ve heard 

the Lord whisper to me, “Just be who I’ve created you to be.” So, 

I’m doing what I’m suggesting to you. I’m growing myself and 

enlarging my borders. I intend to look back five years from now 

and see the ME I admire in others. 
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Hard Times and Misery 
 

’m one of those people who believe that words are powerful 

and have creative ability. My husband and I are constantly on 

the go, and I get the opportunity to see people from every walk 

of life and believe me, it’s fascinating. I’ve also discovered that 

people are basically the same the world over, even down to their 

conversation. 

Colossians 4:6 “Let your conversation be always full of 

grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer 

everyone.” 

Recently I heard a young man say, “We are to be SALTY.” I 

like that!  Jesus said the same thing in Matthew 5:13, insinuating 

that salt adds flavor. We should touch people in a positive way 

with our words. 

Being ignorant isn’t the same as being stupid or dumb; it’s 

simply lacking knowledge or being uneducated. I think that’s 

true of people who will say anything, and I do mean anything. I 

recently saw the motorhome below and had to take a picture. It 

was further evidence that people will speak anything over 

themselves. 

 

I 
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~ HARD TIMES AND MISERY ~ 

If I know anything about the Bible and what it says about 

the power of our words, my guess would be that this home on 

wheels and its owners have seen some, “Hard times and misery.” 

Not because it was their destiny in life, but instead because they 

were unaware of the power of words in their mouth.  These folks 

took it one step further — they put it in writing!  WOW! 

Proverbs 18:7 “The mouth of fools are their undoing, and 

their lips are a snare to their very lives.” 

I am not calling these people fools. I would not do that. 

Check this out — our words create our world.  Could their world 

be following their words? 

While driving down an old country road in South Dakota 

many years ago, we came upon a driveway to a small rickety 

home place. The split-rail fence was missing many rails and 

barely standing.  The yard ran a close second to the aftermath of 

a small tornado. It contained old car parts, gas cans, broken pony 

carts, and last week's trash.  Hanging high over the entrance, for 

all to see, was the name which was so fitting, “Poverty Acres.”  

Jim and I sat stunned, asking ourselves, “Who would do such a 

thing? What type of person would declare that about 

themselves?”  It would be a daily reminder to the homeowners, 

that poverty reigns over their property. The only conclusion to 

my question is, they are ignorant of GOD’S truth written in HIS 

Word. 
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A trap is only a trap if you 

don’t know about it. If you know 

about it, it becomes a challenge.   

We frame pictures from our 

past, but the words we speak have 

the power to frame our future. 

The challenge for you and me is to 

think before we speak, lest our 

words create a future we are 

displeased with.  

 

 

We frame pictures from 

our past, but the words 

we speak have the 

power to frame our 

future. 
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Signs 
 

oad signs are not decorations. They are there for the benefit 

of the driver.  Road signs are not prophetic. They are 

descriptive. They are placed on the roadways by people who 

know the road ahead. They can be warnings or informative. For 

example, a speed limit sign advises the driver of the posted speed 

limit in the area that he/she is passing through.  A “Dangerous 

Curves” sign is a warning for the driver to slow down. Then there 

are temporary signs such as Men Working, Flagman Ahead or 

Road Closed. If we disregard road signs, we are risking the 

possibility of a serious crash or the loss of life or property.  

There are still other signs that give us directions along with 

distance to destination. There are also city limit signs as well as 

county and state signs. Every sign placed along the road has a 

distinct and specific propose. Signs are intended to convey 

information.  

What about the signs in our lives?  Have you ever faced a 

“Road Closure” sign?  Knowing you should stop and turn around 

or at least go slower, yet you plunged ahead with disregard. 

R
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Wouldn’t it be nice if our lives were clearly marked like the 

roads we travel? It could possibly save us many days, weeks or 

years of grief.  

A STOP sign - for dangerous relationships we have formed. 

A YIELD sign - when we should give in. 

A SPEED LIMIT sign—for when we are living too fast. 

A BRIDGE IS OUT sign —when 

we are getting in over our head. 

God has given us an even 

better way! His sweet Holy Spirit 

speaks to us if we will only listen. 

He is the teacher and instructor 

who orchestrates our journey. Our 

job is to view the choices, seize the opportunities, and reap the 

results of His leading.  

Jesus said, “You can read the signs of the sky, but you can’t 

discern the signs of the time.”  How easy it is to be guilty of 

ignoring signs that mark our pathway! Signs, which are simply 

meant to lead us in a more productive course.  

Road signs are a good thing. They are in our lives to tell us 

where we are and where we are going. My challenge to you this 

week is to read the signs to find the answer to both questions. 

Have a great week, and don’t forget to look for signs that 

will lead you to a happy ending and not a dead-end street. 

 

“Road signs are not 

prophetic, they are 

descriptive.”  

~ Jim Stockdale 
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A Pretty Picture 
 

y 4-year-old grandson Ben 

was overheard by his 

mother Brittney at the end of a 

long, tough day saying this: 

"Whew! It's been one of 

those days!" ~Benjamin Lawley 

I’m not a person who typically uses that language, so please 

bear with me today.  I’ll try to paint a picture for you using words 

instead of oils and acrylic, hopefully putting more emphasis on 

the finished product rather than the slow, difficult strokes of the 

minutes and hours of this past week.   

Jim and I returned home from Honduras last Monday 

evening and what a GREAT trip we had.  It was my first trip there, 

and our host was eager to show us all the beautiful sites and taste 

all the unique foods of his country. The sites were breathtaking 

for sure, but it was my desire to taste the foods that got me in 

trouble. 

I think my picture is beginning to take form in your mind 

about now.  You got it, a week in bed, eating soda crackers and 

trying to keep down Gatorade.  It’s Saturday now, and I need to 

M  

"Whew! It's been one of 

those days!" 

~ Benjamin Lawley 
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get this Devotion to editing and publishing (my handsome 

husband) before he pops a cork.  NOT really, he’s quite a guy, and 

if putting up with me doesn’t “get’cha riled up,” you can do 

almost anything. 

Let me add more color to the canvas for you. We planned 

this trip to Honduras knowing when we got home on Monday 

night - “at midnight,” I’d have only a few days to prepare for 

company coming on Saturday.  Nothing to it. That’s four whole 

days to clean, plan meals, buy groceries and everything else I do 

for guests.  Not to mention help entertain three children, 8, 6 and 

4. Oh, I’m not complaining. I love these kids, my niece, Addison, 

nephew, A.J. and our grandson, Ben. But you have to admit when 

you’re the housekeeper, cook and entertainment committee all 

rolled into one, that “committee” needs to be able to get out of 

bed!   

SOMEBODY PRAY! 

From day one, I had people praying for me, but have you 

ever felt like you couldn’t touch heaven? Me too — this week!  I 

needed help and fast, company was even at the door. I 

discovered a truth a long while back when you’re believing for 

something that’s promised in the Word of God, HANG ON!  Don’t 

let go just because your answer didn’t arrive 20 minutes after 

you prayed.  Stand strong, full of faith, and it will come to pass. 

I woke up Saturday morning, the day my family was to 

arrive, feeling like my old self again. The Lord had restored my 

health, given me new strength, and I was ready to enjoy the day 
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and the company. The picture on my canvas is complete, and I 

am thankful!  

Jeremiah 17: 14 Heal me, Oh Lord, and I will be healed; save 

me, and I will be saved, for You are my praise. 

I hope you have a great week! I sure plan too. If you’re 

believing for something you haven’t received yet, keep standing 

in faith, your answers on the way! 
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The Heart Of The Matter 
 

iding down the highway, I say to my husband, “Help me 

write this week’s devotion,” to which he replied, “Give me 

a topic.”  I said, “Ok, the heart of the matter,” and from that, this 

devotion was written.  ENJOY.  

A few weeks ago, my wife Pam and I had a timber company 

at our farm to clear two areas where we plan to put ponds. It was 

interesting to see the stumps because they reveal the heart of 

the matter when it comes to the age and life of the tree. A tree 

never shows its true heart until it’s cut down. The heart is at the 

center of the tree’s existence and will only be seen once the tree 

has finished its journey of growth. Once harvested, the tree 

continues to be useful in many ways. The stump that remains 

reveals more than the age of the tree. To the knowing eye, the 

growth rings, which can be counted to determine the tree’s age, 

also tell us something about its life. The further apart the growth 

rings are, indicate the conditions in which it grew. During long 

dry seasons, the rings may be very close together, indicating 

slow growth, while on wet more fruitful years, they are further 

apart. The space between each ring represents one year of 

growth. I counted several stumps with more than 100 rings. Once 

R
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down, the trees were then cut into desirable lengths to be used 

for different purposes. Some became planks, others became 

cross-ties. The most valuable would become aging casks for 

wines and strong drink. The best part of the tree is the core or 

“the heart.” So, the lesson to be learned here is that, “it’s the 

heart that matters.” 

As I look in the mirror, I notice lines and wrinkles which 

were not there a few years ago. These wrinkles are like growth 

rings on the tree. They are a 

roadmap to my past. They reflect 

the journey I have been on and 

mark my trek through life.  While 

my exterior is beginning to betray 

my years, the heart of the matter 

is hidden inside, and since it is 

only the heart that matters, I will 

live with the roadmap that reveals 

my journey.  

My heart also acts like an 

aging cask for the wine of God’s Spirit. He is kept there and 

distills the impurities from my life. ~Jim Stockdale 

While He Himself is not improving with age, since He never 

changes, He is improving me. My heart is becoming more and 

more like Him. He continues to refine and renew me, as my 

growth rings indicate the dry years from the more fruitful ones. 

Wood has long been a building material here on earth, and 

 

My heart also acts like 

an aging cask for the 

wine of God’s Spirit. He 

is kept there and distills 

the impurities from  

my life. 

~ Jim Stockdale 
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heartwood is the most sought after. The human heart is the 

building material of eternity. In heaven, it is not wood or stubble, 

gold or silver that is considered the most valuable. It is the heart 

that separates man from the animals. No, I’m not talking about 

the pumping, beating muscle in your body. I’m referring to the 

heart or spirit of man. Animals were not given this spiritual side 

of creation. Only us, God’s crowning achievement during 

creation week, were given a heart that will live forever. When 

God said, “Let us make man in our image…” He was talking about, 

among other things, our eternal existence. James 1:18 says, “He 

chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might 

be a kind of first-fruits of all He created.”  

At the heart of the matter is our walk with Christ and the 

impact it leaves upon others. It’s not the wrinkles on our face or 

the scars on our body. It’s not the bark covering the exterior or 

the limbs outstretched that make the greatest impact. It’s the 

heart. Be sure to do a checkup often, so your heart is always at 

its peak.   

A few days later, when I read what Jim had written, I knew 

it was exactly what I was looking for to start off this Valentine's 

month. Thank you Jim for writing this devotion. 
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Love Never Fails 
 

 John 4:8 Beloved let us love one another, for God is love…  

For God is LOVE. I’m hung up on those four words. It’s because 

of His great love for mankind that we benefit from all of His 

goodness.  

Recently, I was reminded of this story, and it spoke of God’s 

love for me. When our oldest daughter was two years old, I fell 

with her down a flight of stairs, head over heels. Not much fun, 

but we got up and walked away slightly bruised, but nothing was 

broken. However, Kristen began to stutter almost immediately.  

Kristen’s new speech became the norm in our home. It was 

overlooked like last week’s spilled milk. At five years old, she 

joined others her age at Son Shine Christian Preschool, in Pierre, 

SD. I’ll admit I was a little uneasy about letting my precious little 

girl go, afraid someone might make fun of her. 

But no report came—nothing. WHAT? Can’t the teacher 

hear for heaven's sake? Why no phone call? Parent-Teacher 

Conference finally arrives, now maybe we’ll get some answers. I 

said to her, "So, Miss Smith, how are you getting along with 

Kristen’s stuttering?” “Stuttering? What stuttering?” Shocked, 

I 
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we explained the fall three years prior and her instant 

stuttering. 

Miss Smith told us about a possible cure. She said, “It’s 

possible Kristen associates you, with falling, and therefore 

stutters only with her family.” She suggested that I have a heart 

to heart talk with Kristen.  

Jim and I sat down with Kristen and reminded her of the 

fall and assured her I would do everything within my power to 

never fall with her again. She stopped stuttering almost as fast 

as she had started. That story approaches the unbelievable, I 

know, but I assure you, it is the 

truth.  

I John 4:18, “There is no fear in 

love: but perfect love casts out fear; 

because fear has torment…” 

LOVE is a powerful force able 

to set the captive free.  

I’ve met people who were afraid to go out after dark, and 

others who were afraid to be alone.  Fear may come in many 

different shapes and colors, but it is still fear. If you have been 

living with fear, why not trade it in for LOVE.  

The bible says in I Corinthians 13 “…Love doesn’t lose heart 

and is kind, love does not envy, love does not parade itself, is not 

puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not 

provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices 

 

LOVE is a powerful 

force able to set the 

captive free. 
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in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things.” 

LOVE NEVER FAILS 

Valentine’s Day is just a few days away. If you can, why not 

buy a box of sugar-coated love and share it with a friend who 

may not have a sweetheart. I always liked those beautifully 

wrapped boxes of candy. Maybe my sweetie will read this and 

buy me one. Hint - Hint - Hint  
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Resurrection 
 

n a hill far away - Stood an old rugged cross”  

“You have access to My excess.” I heard this in my spirit 

recently. I believe it was from the Lord. Who else would want to 

share all He has with us? Most people are trying to get all they 

can get for themselves, not give all they have to others. 

The bible is full of examples of God’s desire to be good. 

Let’s just start with the story of the birth of Jesus and end 

with the CROSS. If that’s not good, I’ve missed something. My 

bible tells a story of a Father and His Son, who, before the world 

was framed, put a plan in place that, the Son, Jesus, would GO 

and redeem mankind. Now that’s good stuff, right there! 

Have you ever felt like you were in a situation that had 

death written all over it? The Shunammite woman in II Kings 4 

did. The son she had desired but had never received was born to 

her because of the prophetic word of Elisha. Yet, there he was, 

that promised son was dead on the bed. What’s a mother to do? 

RUN! Run for the Prophet, who said, “About this time next year, 

you shall embrace a son.” SO, she ran. Even death couldn’t stop 

this woman from going in search for the Prophet. You know the 

story; life was restored, and the boy lived. 

“O
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What about a New Testament story? Jarius had a 12-year-

old daughter, and both were in need of a miracle. Jarius goes in 

search of Jesus, falls at His feet, and tells his story. “My little girl 

lies at the point of death. Come and lay Your hands on her, that 

she may be healed, and she will live.” What’s a Daddy to do? GO! 

Go in search of the Man who has the power to raise the dead. The 

rest of the story — the little girl, got up at the WORD of Jesus. 

"WE HAVE ACCESS TO HIS EXCESS” 

Ezekiel, (having a vision) standing in a valley of dry bones, 

was asked a question from the Lord, “Can these bones live?” Ole, 

Zeke played it safe as his answer came, “Oh, Lord God, you 

know.” God was about to show 

Ezekiel what a LIVING GOD can 

do. God was about to reveal a 

secret to Ezekiel, a secret that 

many people don’t realize — YOU 

HAVE ACCESS TO HIS EXCESS!! 

Ezekiel 37:5-6 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: 

“Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live. I 

will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with 

skin and put breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall 

know that I am the Lord.” 

Verse 10 — the REVEAL “… and they lived, and stood upon 

their feet, an exceedingly great army.”  

 

"WE HAVE ACCESS TO 

HIS EXCESS” 
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God said to Isaiah, “But with EVERLASTING kindness, I will 

have mercy on you.” Then He says it again, “But My kindness 

shall not depart from you.” 

Can dead situations be resurrected? Can dead people live 

again? You bet they can! All things are possible with God!! 

While Jesus walked the earth, his friend Lazarus died. He 

died so dead, they put grave-clothes on him and laid him in a 

tomb. BUT!!!! The GIVER of life was walking the streets. He was 

on the way, and He was THE WAY. At his WORD, the dead got up! 

Four days this man was dead, what is the purpose of this 

story? The PURPOSE is so you and I will KNOW that though your 

situation looks impossible, the living GOD, the Giver of life, still 

walks the streets and rides the heavens!! 

There’s just something about the name of JESUS. It’s the 

sweetest name I know! The CROSS was God’s plan from the 

beginning so that all would know of His goodness to mankind. 

Death tried its hold on Jesus too, but it’s grip, was just not 

enough. 

Thank you, God, for the CROSS of Jesus! Thank you for 

everything it represents to us who are joint-heirs with Jesus. 

I hope your Easter week is a great one,  

 



163 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independence Day 



164 

 

The 4th of July 
 

he fourth of July in the USA has so many icons that remind 

us of what a GREAT country we are so blessed to live in. A 

flag flying in the wind, a hand placed upon a chest as the Star-

Spangled Banner is being sung, and for me, there’s nothing more 

American than a soldier in a uniform.  

Our Founding Fathers established this Nation based upon 

principles found in the Bible. Their desire to be led by the written 

Word was so compelling that they packed meager clothes and 

supplies, left their homeland, and then went in search of a new 

country.  

John Adams said, “Independence Day ought to be 

commemorated as the day of deliverance by solemn acts of 

devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp 

and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires and 

illumination from one end of this continent to the other, from 

this time forward forevermore.” I love it!  

The 4th of July was a very fun and exciting holiday for us 

and our girls in Pierre, S.D. The day actually started on the 3rd of 

July. Jim, Kristen and Brittney would wash the horses and groom 

them for the big parade that was going to take place at 10 a.m. 

T 
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the next morning. Everyone had a horse, including me, even 

though my riding skills were not as grand as the rest of my 

family. The position Jim and I took while raising the girls was to 

never leave anyone out. We didn’t have one horse. We had one 

for each of us. When your husband is a horse breeder and trainer, 

there is never a shortage of horseflesh on your property. 

As the dawn of the 4th arrived, the house smelled of fried 

chicken, baked beans, potato salad and dessert. I would cook 

enough food to get us through the day because we would not be 

returning home until late. For several years our small family was 

part of the many outriders who would bring up the rear of a very 

long parade. Hundreds of people lined the road anticipating the 

oncoming show. 

The parade was only the beginning of our day. It would be 

midnight or later before the horse trailer pulled back into the 

gravel driveway to our home. This day consisted of the parade, 

two rodeos, one at 2 o’clock, and one at 6:00.  About four hours 

in between, we left room for a short nap — for Jim :) and a good 

deal of conversation among our neighbors and friends, both 

young and old. The evening’s festivities ended, sitting or lying 

atop of the horse trailer watching an awesome fireworks display.  

Though that time in our lives has passed, we still pull 

together as many as possible to celebrate this wonderful holiday. 

Our girls are married with children of their own, yet they still 

enjoy celebrating with fireworks, parades, fried chicken, and 
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“tater" salad, often under the large pavilion here with us on the 

hill. 

As I said earlier, our Nation’s flag blowing in the wind is a 

beautiful sight to me. What must it have looked like to Francis 

Scott Key, the man who penned these words as he witnessed the 

bombardment of Fort Maryland by the British during the War of 

1812? 

Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last 

gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the 

perilous fight, 

O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly 

streaming? 

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

“Gave proof through the night that our flag was still 

there. 

Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?”  

~Francis Scott Key 

In our home, we still stand for the National Anthem, but we 

often kneel in prayer.  
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God has been so good to us, 

and as we travel to many different 

countries each year, we become 

more and more convinced that 

there is no place like home. 

  

 

In our home, we still 

stand for the National 

Anthem, but we often 

kneel in prayer. 
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Reflection 
 

he other day, headed towards my hallway, I passed the 

calendar, hanging on the refrigerator, I noticed it needed to 

be flipped over to reveal the next month. I guess what shocked 

me the most was the month written at the top, “NOVEMBER.” 

What happened to Spring, mowing grass, the Fourth of July, 

and my grandbabies swimming in the blow-up pool? If the old 

saying, “Time flies when you’re 

having fun” is true, then I’m 

having a blast.   

Thanksgiving week crept 

through the front door, and I 

didn’t even have it open.  

For those of you who have 

never been to our place, we live in the woods — surrounded by 

woods. You are either coming here or you’re lost. We had a 

friend come out a few weeks back, and her comment was, “You 

don’t want anybody to find you!” Oh well, I said all that partly 

because it’s true and partly because the scene outside my living 

room door is so beautiful. The orange, red and yellow leaves are 

T 

 

Thanksgiving week 

crept through the front 

door, and I didn’t even 

have it open. 
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falling from the trees, and the ground is covered completely with 

them, so much so, you can no longer see the grass beneath. 

God often sets before me a scene that no Artist could draw, 

just to see if I’ll say, “Thank You, Lord,” I think He sets me up. 

I’ve discovered that God only wants to be good to us, that His 

goal was to create a being, like Himself, who would love Him, just 

because!!! Not out of obligation, not for the gifts, but just because 

— HE IS GOD. 

Ephesians 2:4-7 “But God who is rich in mercy, because of 

His great love with which He loved us… raised us up together, 

and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

(here comes the fun part)  that in the ages to come, He might 

show the exceeding riches of His grace, in His kindness toward 

us, in Christ Jesus.” 

Because mercy and goodness are part of God’s nature, you 

and I get to be the recipients of His exceeding riches and 

kindness. Our Forefathers understood this, beginning with the 

early settlers of this great country, up to President Abraham 

Lincoln, when in 1863 he spoke up and proclaimed a national day 

of: “Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who 

dwelleth in the Heavens.” It was to be celebrated on the fourth 

Thursday of November. 

For the Stockdale’s, the celebration starts on Wednesday 

before Thanksgiving, around 5 o’clock. It’s earned the name 

“Chili Night” since 2001, due to the fact we needed to come up 

with something simple to cook for those coming in from out of 
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town. It’s become a favorite part for most of us. It’s a time spent 

mostly outside around a roaring fire, telling stories we’ve all 

heard time and again, yet seem content to listen to one more 

time. Jim’s been known to sing a song or two, but mostly it’s just 

the joy of once again being together with those we love. 

Thanksgiving Day is like “Chili Night,” only with more food 

and people. It often starts with coffee, sausage balls, and 

fellowship in the living room. The day ends with the women 

cleaning the kitchen and the men asleep somewhere in the 

house. It’s usually the only way we girls can talk about the 

menfolk. 

Highlights I Love about Thanksgiving:  

Mom, 81, and Dad, 82, are always present. 

• Our Daughters, Sons-in-law and GRANDS are there. 

(Did I capitalize grands?) 

• Time spent in the kitchen cooking, laughing and 

talking. 

• Brothers, Sisters, Nieces, Nephews, Cousins, Uncles 

and Aunts and Friends all sharing their stories from a 

year gone by. 

• Smelling the smoke from the chimney, takes me back 

to a time long ago, when we were all younger but 

reminds me, we are making memories for tomorrow.  
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• Finally, for me, finding a place to sit down and just look 

into the faces of all the people I love so much. 

Today I’m thankful for you, the people who have taken 

time to read the writings of a sentimental gal who has a desire to 

speak HOPE into the lives of people. I pray your Thanksgiving 

Day is a happy one and that you’re surrounded with the ones you 

love. 

P.S. They say vegetables are good for ya, so here are a few 

to add to your Thanksgiving menu: 

• Pumpkin Pie 

• Carrot Cake 

• Zucchini Bread 
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Be Thankful And Say So 
 

y husband Jim and I really love this time of year. We even 

enjoy cold weather. Living in South Dakota for 15 years 

taught us to layer our clothing, which helps a lot. Plus, we heat 

our home with a wood-burning stove — nothing like it. The trees 

around our place have been beautiful this fall, from the red 

leaves of the oak tree to the yellow-gold of the hickory.  We have 

a huge ornamental pear tree in our front yard, and for the week 

of Thanksgiving, it puts on a show for all of our guests. The colors 

are breathtaking!  

Since today is Thanksgiving 

Day, let’s talk about being 

thankful. Find someone and tell 

them five things you are grateful 

for, and leave out the BIG 3, 

which are God, family and 

country. If you’re alone, phone a 

friend. I challenge you to go back 

several years and look for those 

times when you didn’t think 

you’d make it, but you did. Maybe 

M 

 

Be thankful for what 

you have and stop 

complaining—it bores 

everybody else and 

does you no good and 

doesn’t solve any 

problems. 

~ Zig Ziglar 
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it was a time when the money was short, and the month was 

long. It could be you were out of work, sick or sad, but look at 

you today—YOU MADE IT.   

ADOPT AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE.  Why? It makes you 

feel better. Studies have proven that being thankful can improve 

cardiovascular function in heart patients, and isn’t being 

unthankful a “heart issue” anyway?  Psalm 100:4 Be thankful and 

say so… 

Be thankful for what you have and stop complaining—it 

bores everybody else and does you no good and doesn’t solve any 

problems. ~ Zig Ziglar 

TESTIMONIALS:  

“When I started counting my blessings, my whole life turned 

around.”  

~Willie Nelson 

“I have a lot to be thankful for. I am healthy, happy and I am 

loved.” 

~Reba McEntire 

“I am thankful for the incredible advances in medicine that 

have taken place during my lifetime. I almost certainly would 

not still be here were it not for them.”  

~Billy Graham 
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• My entire list is too long to include here, but I will tell 

you a few things that have happened to me this year 

that have added one more reason for me to say thank 

you. 

• A trip to South Dakota. I asked the Lord at the 

beginning of this year to let me go home and see my 

friends there.  He went over and above what I asked 

for, and I want to say THANK YOU! 

• My good health!  

• A remodeled mudroom—Thank you, Jesus!  It was a 

mess. :)) 

• Our ministry - LAM, along with our partners, have 

doubled Pastor’s salaries in Cuba, bought motorcycles 

for Children’s Pastors in Honduras, helped a Pastor in 

Costa Rica reach his financial goal to start building his 

new church and last but not least we have feed 1000’s 

of hot meals to hungry children. 

Charles Spurgeon said, “We are in a wrong state of mind if 

we are not in a thankful state of mind.” 



177 

 

A Thankful List 
 

eeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a 

present and not giving it. ~ Unknown 

Psalms 100:4 "…Be thankful and say so." 

Several years ago, Jim and I took a challenge to stop 

complaining and to be thankful daily. The idea was to fast 

complaints, that’s right — NOTHING. We agreed to be 

accountable to each other. 

We needed that accountability to one another because we 

failed the fast in less than 30 minutes. The bible says the 

righteous man may fall, but he gets back up again, so we started 

over— and over — and over! Sounds funny, but it introduced us 

to ourselves. We were more accustomed to complaints than we 

were to being thankful. 

Fast forward, a year or more, I’m reading a book, and the 

author is asking me, the reader, to give up complaining, replace 

my complaints with “things” I’m grateful for. However, she asks 

the reader to take it one step further — write it down.   

Putting pen to paper for me was not enough. I had to set a 

guard on my mouth. Complaining had to become a thing of the 

past. The sister of Moses, whose name was Miriam, was stricken 

F
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with leprosy because of her complaining. Also, Numbers 11:1-4 

tells of God’s anger being kindled against the people, all because 

of complaining. That’s a little scary. 

Statistics prove it takes 21 days to change a habit, and I 

knew if I was ever going to conquer this bad habit of 

complaining, I had better get started! I bought a journal and 

began writing down everything I could think of to be thankful 

for, from parents to running water in the house.  

What I saw take place in my life was incredible. The more 

thankful I became, the more good things began to happen to me. 

Out of the blue, gifts, and long-awaited desires found their way 

into my life. What was happening to me? I believe a bible 

principle was released, and I became the recipient. 

Luke 6:38 “Give and it shall be given to you…” 

I was giving God my thankful list, and He saw it as praise. I 

turned the faucet of complaining off, and He turned His 

generosity on.  

I believe people like a good story with a happy ending and 

most like to hear what God has done for others. I know I do. I 

would like to share with you a few “happy’s” that Jim and I 

received in 2017.  

• The happiest moment for me - Dr’s report—cancer 

FREE! 

• A vacation to Smokies and Biltmore. 
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• Given a Dooney and Burke purse. 

• New clothes bought for me (twice) from a friend. 

• A $1000.00 gift was given to us—twice. 

• Given a new John Deer, Zero Turn, Lawnmower.  

• The Lord spared us from what could have been a bad 

wreck. 

• Dream trip to Israel. 

• Jim was given a new Stihl chainsaw. 

• Jim was given a drill press. 

• During the remodel of our kitchen, someone bought 

us a new dishwasher. 

• Found - (like new) 5 ft ladder on the Highway. 

The bible says, “The steps of a righteous man are ordered 

of the Lord.” I choose to believe that the Lord led Jim to our 

airport lobby in Waverly, TN, on July 7th, 2017, because a gift was 

there waiting for him. See, Jim had mentioned on several 

occasions that he would like to have a Tow Dolly. This machine 

hooks up to the front wheels of an airplane to move it around. 

Before going to our hanger, Jim went into the building, and 
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sitting there, with a note attached, was a very nice electric Tow 

Dolly. The note read, “FREE to good home …”  Jim smiled, patted 

the handle, and said, “Welcome home.” (A 2500.00 gift) 

“Being thankful isn’t seasonal; it’s a lifestyle.” ~ Pam 

Stockdale  

It’s November 2018, and this 

morning in my Secret Place with 

the Lord, I took out yet another 

journal and wrote down many 

things I was thankful for. I still 

practice “NO COMPLAINING,” and 

the happy’s keep pouring in. This 

is a principle God set into motion, not me. I’m just following the 

rules. 

If you find your complaint list is longer than your thankful 

list, you might want to change. I believe I’ve said this before, but 

I think it’s worth repeating, “If you’ll change what you’re saying, 

you’ll change what you’re seeing.”  

 

 

“Being thankful isn’t 

seasonal; it’s a 

lifestyle.” 

~ Pam Stockdale 
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Christmas 
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Holi-Daze 
 

hristmas is a tonic for our souls. It moves us to think of 

others rather than of ourselves. It directs our thoughts to 

giving.” ~ B.C. Forbes 

Hallelujah!  We did it! We 

successfully navigated another 

Thanksgiving Day here on “The 

Hill.” We had 14 for Chili Night and 

18 around the table Thanksgiving 

Day. Everyone seemed to be doing 

well and in good health. We had a 

special blessing this past year in 

our family. Jim’s Uncle Phil, who 

had been on dialysis for five years, 

received a donor's kidney. Uncle Phil is one of the kindest men I 

know. When the call came in, that a kidney was waiting for him, 

I threw my hands in the air, cried, and gave praise to God. If 

you’ve ever been on the receiving end of a miracle, you know 

what I was feeling. 

We are now looking towards the next big holiday, and for 

me, it’s just the best - CHRISTMAS. I have so much to say about 

“C
 

“Christmas is a tonic for 

our souls. It moves us to 

think of others rather 

than of ourselves. It 

directs our thoughts to 

giving.” 

~ B.C. Forbes 
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this time of year and the memories that surface but would like 

to save them for a little later in December.  

I’m old school when it comes to separating the Holidays. I 

like to decorate for Fall and Thanksgiving together. Then after 

Thanksgiving, I turn my attention to Christmas. Therefore, this 

week will be a busy one for me and probably leave me in a daze 

when I look back at it. Jim pulls out all the decorations (which 

are too numerous to count), and I go to work, putting it all in 

place. The goal is to turn the house into a “Have Yourself a Merry 

Little Christmas - Winter Wonderland.” 

Since our Grandchildren were born, I now decorate to 

please them. I use colored lights and lots of soft, furry, woodsy 

animals they seem to like. I grew up with Jesus as the focal point 

and Santa Claus as the gift giver. Somewhere along my journey, 

I learned that Jesus was both. He is the point, and the point is 

giving! 

I would like to share a little “Good News” with you from 

this morning’s bible study. In 3 John, verse 2, John says, “I pray 

that you may prosper in ALL things and be in health even as your 

soul prospers.” Your soul is your mind, will and emotions, and 

they should be prospering and healthy. What causes a healthy 

mind? Simply put, one that is stayed on Jesus and learning His 

Word. The more we know the Word, the more we know Jesus. 

(John 1:1). Before He was the Word made flesh, He was the Living 

Word on the throne with His Father. But He has always been a 

giver! 
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John writes about sharing what you have with others. He 

also writes about a man who wasn’t interested in sharing at all. 

Diotrephes, (I’ll just call him D) is a man of small understanding. 

“D” didn’t understand the lessons Jesus taught about giving and 

that it makes room for more. Giving of our time, talent and 

treasure opens the door for more of the same to be funneled back 

to us. 

I think this is why I love Christmas so much! God gave us 

Jesus, and we get to give Jesus to the world. Christmas is a time 

when millions of people, blatantly, outrageously and without 

shame, put up beautifully decorated trees, place large manger 

scenes in their front yards and greet each other with ‘Merry 

CHRISTmas.”  Oh, I know many have lost the true meaning of the 

season, but let’s not focus on them. Let’s just do our part to place 

Jesus in His rightful place of importance. He’s not in a manger, 

and He’s not on the cross. He’s back at the right hand of the 

Father, where He’s always been, but now He’s making 

intercession for us. Aren’t we of all people most BLESSED? 

Matthew 5:14 says, “You are the light of the world…” it’s a 

great time to shine, so show someone that Jesus lives in you. Help 

an elderly person load their car, open the door for a young 

mother whose hands are busy with children, stretch yourself 

and buy a meal for the person sitting in the booth next to you. 

“For God so loved the world that He gave…” Shouldn’t we do the 

same? 



185 

 

Christmas Past - Christmas Now 
 

e who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it 

under a tree.” ~ Roy L. Smith 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays, I love this time of 

year. I’m different from most Southerners. I like cold weather. I 

guess that comes from living in South Dakota for 15 years. Most 

Decembers, the ground was white with snow, and Jim would 

hitch up a team of horses and take us all for bobsled rides. Ice 

skating on the neighbor's pond was cold, but the hot chocolate 

afterwards made up for it. 

Here on the hill, in TN, the Nativity is in place, the tree is 

decorated, and we’re dreaming of a white Christmas. Christmas 

has always been such a happy season for me. I came from a small 

town in MS, raised by my Father, whom I lovingly call, Daddy. 

My mother died young, and my Daddy stepped in to wear both 

his shoes and hers. We, three siblings, think he did an awesome 

job.  

Daddy had a quiet, gentle side but was stern and strict. He 

had a way of looking at you with his eyebrows cocked, and lips 

pursed. Growing up, I knew my Daddy was a man I could love and 

trust, a man who would protect me from anything or anyone. My 

"H
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Daddy was a safe zone. Daddy had his quirks and idiosyncrasies, 

but he was IS a good man. 

Christmas in our home was simple, there were no elaborate 

pictures on the walls with Santa, Mrs. Claus and the elves, no 

Nativity scene, not even a Christmas towel. My sister and I would 

decorate a small tree with shiny, glass balls, colored lights and 

icicles, then throw open the curtains, run outside to view our 

beautiful, four-foot tree. In our minds, this little work of art 

could rival any tree that was put in Rockefeller Center. The only 

garland I can remember was the construction paper chains we 

made in school, but that was ok, I was encircled by the best 

people I knew, MY FAMILY.  

Being from a large, but poor family, my Daddy, seldom got 

a gift of any type much less the bicycle he longed for. He tells of 

a story that he once traded a cigarette lighter for a used, beat up, 

old bicycle, that he said: “I rode till the wheels fell off.” 

I can’t count the times I’ve heard someone say, “My 

children will never go without the things I wanted” and I think 

that was true of my Daddy, because all I had to do was mention 

that I wanted something, and off to the store we would go. (that 

may have some elasticity to it, but you get the point) 

My husband, Jim, is such a great storyteller that I’ve asked 

him to share about our family, then and now. 

With the passing of each year, and the girls growing into 

new things, Christmas always held me spellbound. Whether it 

was Brittney’s huge green eyes looking at a new bicycle under 
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the tree or Kristen's excitement about her new Easy-bake oven. 

I enjoyed the living and loving of two little girls. There has 

always been a magnetism for me, for the beauty of a child’s face 

and hands pressed against the storefront glass, looking at the 

toys on display. I watched those two little girls grow out of 

diapers and into dresses, while the 

things that fascinated them also 

changed.  

"There is nothing in the 

world so irresistibly contagious as 

laughter and good humor.”  

~ Charles Dickens. 

Enormous bouts of laughter 

have always been a hallmark for 

our family. Quoting movie lines from The Santa Clause (1-3) and 

eating a little too much shrimp dip that Pam has made since the 

kids were little. Making each other laugh around a fireplace, 

table or bonfire has and will always be the bulk of our time 

together. It’s not the gifts we share but those who share them 

that enchants me. I love watching the paper fly as their hands 

deftly open. Whatever’s been bought from the list they provided 

us. 

I sometimes long for those days gone by when they needed 

me so much. That’s about the time the phone rings or a text 

comes in from one of them, and I’m reminded of a new chapter 

of new needs in their lives. Really, only their addresses have 

 

"There is nothing in the 

world so irresistibly 

contagious as laughter 

and good humor.” 

~ Charles Dickens 



PAM STOCKDALE 

188 

changed. To me, we laugh and love more than we ever did. The 

circle continues now, with each of them bringing us a grandchild 

to start the process anew. Now watching them, open those gifts, 

requires a cell phone at the ready to make new memories to 

place alongside the old ones.  

The joy we experience at Christmas is all based upon the 

belief we have in the Christ found in Christmas. Paul put it this 

way, "If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 

in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved. For with the heart, one believes unto righteousness, and 

with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation." Romans 10: 

9-10 
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Peace, Peace 
 

eace on earth, and mercy mild God and sinners 

reconciled.” ~ Charles Wesley 

Good morning from the hill, our home, in Middle TN. It's 

beginning to look a lot like Christmas. I like what I see and hear 

everywhere I go, the bell ringer, standing out in the cold, yet 

there’s a smile on his face. There’s laughter behind the counter 

coming from the co-workers of the department store, a 

handshake between two soldiers as they pass in the aisle at 

church. I believe it’s true, there’s something magical about 

Christmas, although it’s not magic at all, it’s LOVE. It’s inside 

every man. It’s not like chalk on a board that can be erased. It’s 

the truth that mankind was created in the image of God. Trace 

your genealogy back far enough, and your ancestors were in a 

garden, just like mine.  

A few years ago I discovered an interesting scripture trail 

in my reading, let me explain. 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 

government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 

called, Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of PEACE." Isaiah 9:6 

"P
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Now, if you flip the pages in your bible to the right a few 

hundred years, you read this. “And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth PEACE, goodwill 

toward men!” Luke 2:13-14 Luke wrote about what Isaiah 

prophesied. 

Now, let's keep moving to the right in our bibles.  

John 14:27 "Peace I leave with you, My PEACE I give to you; 

not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be 

troubled, neither let it be afraid." 

This is Jesus speaking to His disciples. It’s at the supper 

table on the night of His betrayal, Jesus begins to speak about 

issues the disciples don’t want to hear, treason and His 

departure. The disciples are shocked, dumbfounded, “Who is it, 

Lord?” John asks, “Which one will betray You?” 

PEACE? Who has peace on a night like this? The Teacher, 

your Leader, just told you He’s leaving, and you can’t go with 

Him. I can only imagine what these men must have felt. People’s 

lives are being changed all around you. Healings like the world 

have never known are taking place, and now, He says, He’s 

leaving? You may feel, Distraught — Sadness — Forsaken — but 

not peace. 

Now to the point of my discovery, Isaiah tells of the Child 

that will be born, bringing PEACE with Him, it’s woven in His 

name — Prince of Peace. 
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Could it be, when Jesus came to earth, He brought His peace 

with Him, and when He was preparing to depart, He left peace 

here with us?  

This peace was different 

from anything that had ever 

existed on earth before. This was 

heaven delivered. It was Spirit 

born.  

Remember a portion of Luke 

14:27, says, “Not as the world 

gives, give I you…” Jesus came to 

earth to make it better, not leave it 

like He found it. 

I heard this line in a movie, “What man is a man that does 

not leave the world a better place?” 

So, the next time you’re tempted to say, “There's no peace 

to be found,” look again, it’s all around you. Jesus brought and 

left it so we might know the peace that passes all understanding. 

To say there is no peace is to insinuate, you have not Jesus living 

in you.  

Isaiah 26:3, “You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind 

is stayed on You because he trusts in You.” The words, "perfect 

peace” in Hebrew literally means peace peace, it’s a double 

portion of peace. Because we trust in Jesus and keep our minds 

stayed on HIM, we’re promised a double portion of peace. 

 

This peace was 

different from anything 

that had ever existed on 

earth before. This was 

heaven delivered. It was 

Spirit born. 
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The Family Table 
 

aybe Christmas, the Grinch thought, doesn't come 

from a store.” ~ Dr. Seuss 

Decking the halls with boughs of holly has been completed 

here. However, we put our holly on the porch banister rail and 

not in the halls. 

The majority of my gifts are bought, wrapped, and under 

the tree. WOW! And at the writing of this letter, it’s not yet 

December the15th. We will drive to several states this Holiday 

Season: Alabama, (can I get a “ROLL TIDE") Mississippi, (my home 

state) and back home to Tennessee again for Christmas at 

Grandma Stockdale’s table. My sister and her family will meet us 

in MS, at Daddy’s, where we will once again, set up a small four-

foot tree and talk about Christmas Past.  

While in MS, we will visit Grandfather Ben and 

Grandmother Shirley. Along life’s journey, there are people who 

walk into our lives and never walk out, Shirley was that person. 

My mother died when I was six years old — then entered Shirley 

and all her family. Her mother became my “Granny,” her 

brothers and sisters became my Uncles and Aunts, her nieces 

and nephews, my cousins.  

"M



SNAPSHOTS 

193 

None of these terms of endearment happened by law, only 

by love. Though I never call her “Mother,” she fills an absence in 

my life that to this day is reserved only for her. Ben married 

Shirley many years ago, and I could not have ordered a more 

perfect man to fill that special spot. He's as good as it gets. Our 

girls call them Grandfather Ben and Grandmother Shirley. They 

wear the title well.   

Celebration at the Great-Grands, here in TN, will be slightly 

different from my family in MS. Mom and Dad have lived on the 

same farm for over 45 years, and some things can be predicted. 

(smiling) Upon arrival, you’ll see smoke coming from the 

chimney, and if you close your eyes, you’ll smell the past. Isn’t it 

amazing how times and places come with smells?  

Grandpa Stockdale just might answer the door in a red shirt 

with suspenders, while Grandma will be wearing a colorful 

Christmas sweater. The aroma coming from the kitchen will 

smell of turkey, fresh vegetables and homemade sweets. Most 

likely, the table will be set with a centerpiece of silver and 

candles, surrounded by doorways of garland, loaded with old 

ornaments, collected over time. 

We discovered early in life that tables weren’t only for 

eating. No. They are for stories, sharing the day, and 

reminiscing. It was at a table where Jim told his parents of his 

intention to marry me, and it was at a table, Brittney and Kyle 

told us they were going to have a baby. For our family, tables 

aren’t an ornament in the house taking up space, they are a focal 
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point, drawing your attention to family meals, meetings, talks, 

and the occasional “correction center.” 

The bible mentions the word table many times. It was a 

table the Shunammite woman placed in the Prophet’s room. It 

was while Jesus sat at a table that a woman came and washed his 

feet with her tears. With the topic of Passover heavy on their 

minds, Lazarus, who had been dead, sat at a table with Jesus.  

Tables, be they wood or metal, are as different as the people 

who sit around them, and if these tables could talk, what stories 

they would tell! 

In our house sits a picnic-

style table, made from Texas 

cedar. It was crafted with a 

handsaw, and a handheld planer 

for Grandfather Ben’s mother, by 

his Father, T.K. Whiteside. The 

table has over 75 years of dings 

and marks, and now a new 

generation of children have joined 

us there. Oh, if tables could talk!  

This summer, my husband Jim built a table for our daughter 

Brittney and recently wrote a poem entitled The Family Table. 

He’s allowed me to share it. 

 

 

 

 

Tables, be they wood or 

metal, are as different 

as the people who sit 

around them, and if 

these tables could talk, 

what stories they  

would tell! 
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The Family Table 

By: Jim Stockdale 

 

To the casual soul that passes by, 

Who doesn’t know the story? 

This is just a table,  

With no special feats or glory! 

 

But this is not just wood and glue, 

And just some screws and pegs. 

It’s not just a place to have a meal, 

Like bacon, ham and eggs! 

 

This is the center of your home,  

The place where life revolves. 

The family table is the place, 

Where issues are resolved. 

 

Life has a way, I’m sure you know!  

Of leaving stains behind. 

This table is a marking board, 

It’s your family timeline. 

 

The passing years will tell you more, 

Than days ever could.  

And many of the moments, 

Forever etched into this wood. 
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Here’s the ink mark made by Ben, 

When he was only three. 

Here’s the cut left underneath,  

That only Pa would see! 

 

No this is not just wood and glue, 

And just some screws and pegs. 

This is the backbone of your home, 

Meet here regularly, I beg! 

 

Do yourself a favor during the holidays and find a table. 

Take along a cup of coffee or hot chocolate and meet some family 

and friends there. You’ll be glad you did.  
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The Linage 
 

hristmas is my favorite holiday. Without it, we wouldn't 

have Easter.” ~ Jim Stockdale 

I’m sitting here reading the story of the birth of Jesus from 

Luke 2:7 “…Because there was no room for them in the Inn,” and 

a realization hits me. My thinking may be a little off kilter this 

morning, but I have to ask, 

How would you like to have it written about you, and 

handed down in your lineage, thousands of years later, that you 

hung out the “No Vacancy” sign, for the birth of Jesus Christ? 

You know, the reason we separate time, A.D and B.C. 

On the other hand, wouldn’t it be wonderful to know that 

somewhere, way, way, back there, your Great, (to the tenth 

power) Grandfather, or Great Uncle, were one of the shepherds 

out in the fields tending their sheep? Suddenly an angel stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around about them. 

Wouldn’t that be a story to pass down from generation to 

generation? It didn’t stop there, then the angel spoke. (That’s 

where I’d need to loosen my corset or grab the smelling sauce) 

“Then the angel said to them, do not be afraid, for behold, 

I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.” 

Luke 2:10 

"C 
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Good tidings is “Good News,” the angels were talking to a 

bunch of shepherds, not legal eagles. These were simple men 

who happened to be in the right place at the right time. These 

were men who were about to witness the greatest event that had 

or would ever happen to the world — the birth of a SAVIOR.  

Yes, I guess the flesh side of me would like to be numbered 

with the shepherds and not the Inn Keeper. Kinda makes you 

wonder if the Innkeeper saw all the commotion going on outside 

around the barn. Perhaps he thought, “Why are these shepherds 

gathering around my barn, I didn’t hire them.”  

Scene change, back to the shepherds, (I’m seeing a movie 

in my head) The angel begins to give “secret” information to 

plain, ordinary, smelly, men, “For there is born to you this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will 

be the sign to you; You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling 

cloths and lying in a manger.”   

I guess if it had been me, I might have looked at my fellow 

shepherds and asked, “Did you hear that?” I might have needed 

a second or third option on that one. Then the angel multiplied 

— a multitude of heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory 

to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”  

I would like to note here that these men did exactly what 

the angel instructed. Verse 15 tells us that “…They went to 

Bethlehem to see this thing that had come to pass…” Not only 

did they go and see, but it was so marvelous that they could not 

keep quiet. My bible says, “…They made widely known the 

saying, which was told them concerning the Child.” 
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When you get news of this magnitude, it’s difficult to keep 

it quiet. Everyone has a best friend, and they had to tell 

somebody! Remember, these are men without degrees, and no 

letters of study follow their names. Ladies, it was men, not 

women, who were invited to this baby shower. Here is a 

descendent of King David, who had also been a shepherd. He is 

not seated on a throne but was 

lying in a manger. These 

shepherds received a personal 

invitation to come and see the 

new King - the Christ Child. 

What started with shepherds 

looking for a baby, ended with a 

King looking for a boy. There’s 

always someone trying to kill that 

perfect gift born inside of us. Our 

goal should be like that of the shepherds “…They made widely 

known the saying, which was told them concerning the Child.” 

I love this story, and I have been overwhelmed with a new 

realization of what God orchestrated in getting His Son to earth. 

His LOVE for mankind is indescribable. 

Your earthy lineage doesn’t really matter. What matters is 

the fact that the Father can trace you back to the cross. 

 

 

Your earthy lineage 

doesn’t really matter. 

What matters is the 

fact that the Father can 

trace you back to  

the cross. 
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What Are The Odds? 
 

ERRY CHRISTMAS! I love this time of year. I have our 

house, both inside and out, decorated and ready to 

receive our children and GRANDS.  We pull out recipes that have 

been hidden and bake-up goodies that are different from the 

ones we eat during the year.  We load the grandchildren with 

sugar and then tell them to CALM down. Aren’t we a mixture of 

contradictions? The best part for Jim and me is to have them all 

together under the same roof, laughing and sharing.  

If you’ve had a chance to read the story entitled, “Timing Is 

Everything,” you know that, I made mention of Zechariah, 

Elizabeth and John the Baptist. My intention was to pull that 

story together with this one about the birth of Jesus, since they 

happened at the same time.  

Though the stories are very different, they have their 

similarities. Both speak of male children being born to women 

who, under normal circumstances, should not be having 

children.  One is an old woman, and one is a young virgin. What 

are the odds? Maybe you feel like you have been fighting a losing 

battle and the odds are against you. Possibly your prayer request 

is a long shot, but you made the decision to hope for it anyway.  

M 
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Take heart. These women saw the IMPOSSIBLE come to life for 

them. Perhaps your answer is just around the corner as well. 

We dare not leave the men out. Just as these women were 

chosen by God to fulfill their destinies in the earth, their men 

were destined to have their stories recorded in the greatest book 

ever written also. 

Zechariah, a priest and the father of John the Baptist meets 

Gabriel, an angel, while lighting candles in the temple. I think 

that’s noteworthy.  I’ve never met anyone who’s met Gabriel, 

have you?  Not only does Zechariah meet the angel, but he also 

talks to him. While receiving instructions from this celestial, 

imposing figure, he has the nerve to question what the angel is 

telling him. Who does this — who doubts an ANGEL? I don’t think 

this happened to Zechariah often. If so, he might have addressed 

him with something like, “Hey Buddy, how’s it going,” but he 

didn’t. No, I think this was a first for him, the Bible says, “He was 

troubled, and fear fell upon him.” Yet somewhere in his 

conversation, he became comfortable enough to doubt the news 

the angel was delivering. It sounds like he found bravery in the 

midst of his fear.  

My intention is not to slam 

Zechariah, but to show you that 

everyone doubts at one time or 

another. Kenneth Hagin said, 

“Faith will still work in your 

heart with doubt in your head.”   

 

“Faith will still work in 

your heart with doubt 

in your head.” 
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Zechariah spent a few months mute so as not to abort the 

miracle of his son with negative talk, but Elizabeth did indeed 

have a son just as Gabriel said.  I love it when a plan comes 

together. 

Let’s look at Joseph, the stepfather of Jesus. It’s hard for me 

to write that, but that’s exactly who he was, he was not the 

biological father of Jesus.  God knew in order to redeem man He 

would need just the right couple.  As the betrothed to Mary, 

Joseph had two options; stone her or divorce her.  The courts 

would have ruled in his favor either way, but the Bible calls him 

a just man. So now, door number 3 opens to him, and he proceeds 

ahead with the wedding plans. What an honorable man we say 

he was, and rightfully so, but wait, he’s not acting on his own 

faultless behavior. Joseph also needed guidance from the angel.   

God knew when He chose Mary, He was also choosing 

Joseph. Joseph had to be a covering capable of shielding and 

protecting his young bride from all the unjust accusations and 

possible shunning, which would no doubt take place. Joseph, 

from the lineage of David, was the right man for the job.  

The IMPOSSIBILITIES woven throughout these two stories, 

encourage me to trust God for the impossible things I am 

believing for.  
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New Year’s 
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The List 
 

t’s the last Monday of the year 2018.  We’ll never see this one 

again. It kinda makes ya want to put your hand over your 

heart for a moment of silence. I hope 2018 was everything you 

had hoped it would be. If not, I have good news. The Bible says in 

Ecclesiastes 9:4, “Anyone who is among the living has hope…” 

(NIV) 

Perhaps you made a New Year’s Resolution at the 

beginning of 2018 that went south instead of north, or maybe an 

unforeseen “uh-oh” caused a setback and took you by surprise. 

No matter, as long as there is life, there is hope. 

Benjamin Franklin said, “By failing to prepare, you are 

preparing to fail.” 

When we pastored in South Dakota, we would always tell 

our single ladies to make a list of everything they wanted in a 

husband. A few days ago, one of those “no longer” single ladies 

sent a birthday greeting to my husband, Jim, and said, “Thank 

you for teaching me about the list, my husband is everything on 

the list and more.” 

The list was a starting point to success, the list was setting 

a standard, the list was preparing her for her future, and the list 

I
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will do the same for you. It doesn’t matter if it’s for weight loss, 

becoming debt-free or for a spouse.  

The list is not a wish list for Santa, who checks it to see 

whose been naughty or nice, goodness NO. This list idea comes 

straight from the Bible.  “Write the vision and make it plain…” 

Habakkuk 2:2 (Sounds like a list to me.) 

I’ve heard ignorance is bliss, and it may well be, but I think 

it’s a cousin to broke, busted and disgusted, which is not a 

pleasant way to live your life. Learning to live a prepared life is 

work, and it’s not for the lazy person. It ranks up there with 

disciplining children. In order to have a well-behaved child, you 

will have to work at it. The old Adamic nature will show up every 

time you (the parent) says no. If you question this in any way, try 

taking away your two old’s 

pacifier that she wants more than 

food and see what response you 

get. It’s quite a show. (I have a big 

smile on my face) 

In preparing for your future, you will have to make a plan 

and please hear me say it’s not easy, but most things of great 

value, rarely come easy. The truth is, Plans don’t work unless you 

do. 

Statistics show that 80% of New Year’s resolutions fail by 

February. They start out with good intentions but end up hidden 

in a drawer in the nightstand beside the bed. Failure is not the 

plan God has for us, I know you’ve read, Jeremiah 29:11 “For I 

 

Plans don’t work  

unless you do. 
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know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.” 

Now that is good news right there! Plans to prosper me, 

yeah, I like that. Prosperity doesn’t always come with $$$ signs. 

It could be in the form of help, gaining that new job position or 

reaching your ideal weight, either way, God prospered you.  

The only person capable of making the list come to life is 

you! The old saying “Out of sight out of mind” is true. You can’t 

hide the list in a drawer with the New Year Resolution and 

expect good results. You must look at it often (daily is best), pray 

about it and ask God for ideas to help you succeed in bringing it 

to pass. Your expectation, intertwined with His wonder-working 

power, makes your list a possibility. 

I’m not asking you to do something I haven’t tried. I have 

done this for years and found it to be a REAL good way to succeed 

in whatever area I am needing success. Remember, “plans don’t 

work unless you do.” 

Do yourself a favor this week, find a private, quiet place, 

take along a pen and a sheet of paper, iPad or phone, and make 

a plan. What would December 2019 look like if you had your way? 

Would you be thinner and your bank account larger? Would you 

be a homeowner instead of a renter? Would you have completed 

your degree? Would you have started the new business? You fill 

in the blank but write it down and look at it often.  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR, and as John wrote in III John 2, 

“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in 

health even as your soul prospers.” 
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Write The Vision 
 

APPY NEW YEAR!  Yes, it’s two days away, but I had to get 

it in this week or else it becomes old news. Are you a 

person who makes New Year’s resolutions? No? Why not? Is it 

because you hide them away in a drawer and forget them? Or, is 

it you fail to keep them year after year?  Either way, you’re not a 

failure, and this is the year to expect something different. 

Expectation is a good word to start the new year off with. 

The definition of expectation is, “A strong belief that something 

will happen or be the case in the future.”  

I’m sure you’ve read many labels in your life, like those on 

a medicine bottle or a circuit breaker. They are there as a 

warning. Either one is capable of harm if you overdose or 

overload.  

Here’s my warning label concerning expectation, “If you 

put your faith in negative gear, you will travel in that direction. 

If you shift to a positive gear, you will move in that direction.” 

You will have a strong tendency in one or the other, which one 

will you choose?  

I’m a believer in vision boards, whether on my phone, a 

board in my office or in a journal. I have all three, and you would 

H 
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not believe (or maybe you would) all the wonderful things that 

have happened to me/us because we put VISION in front of our 

eyes.  

Habakkuk 2:2-3 “And the Lord answered me: Write the 

vision and make it plain on tablets, that he who reads it may run. 

For the vision is yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will 

speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries wait for it; Because it 

will surely come, it will not tarry.” 

Resolutions or vision, either one, is a good thing. If you 

have dreams for your future, a vision board is a great tool for 

helping those desires come to pass. Did you know that keeping 

your goals and dreams before your eyes has the ability to PULL 

those things to you?  Your mind is like a magnet, and the 

capabilities that are there are endless.   

“Whatever the mind can 

conceive and believe, it can 

achieve.” ~ Napoleon Hill 

Perhaps you’re thinking, 

“Who has time for all of that?" 

Well, maybe you do, you just don’t 

realize it. An hour away from the 

TV could be useful or an hour off the phone — that alone frees 

up two hours in your day. What about getting up 30 minutes 

early and going to bed 30 minutes later? If you add those up, you 

get 3 hours of time you didn’t know you had. 

 

“Whatever the mind 

can conceive and 

believe, it can achieve.” 

~ Napoleon Hill 
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When your goals for 2020 are clearly written, and on your 

vision board, you now have an element of EXPECTATION before 

your eyes. PLEASE put your dreams and goals in a prominent 

place so you can see them. The old adage is true, out of sight, out 

of mind.  Print off pictures of places you want to go, people you 

want to meet, and things you would like to accomplish. DON’T 

BE VAGUE!  Habakkuk 2 said, “Make it plain.”  Put a deadline on 

them and go to work!  

Don’t overload your vision board, too much is just that —

TOO MUCH. Experts say 7-10 goals are best, especially if you 

believe for BIG stuff. The idea is not to overwhelm yourself. Take 

Dave Ramsey’s famous quote concerning budgeting your money 

and apply it to your dreams and goals — “Take baby steps.” When 

you see success, it will cause you to dream more. It did me. Like 

I said earlier, you wouldn’t believe all the things I’ve received or 

the places I’ve been, all because I chose to write the vision and 

make it plain on a vision board. 

EXPECTATION isn’t a hard thing to do, but we all know 

waiting can be a challenge. STAY positive, DON’T doubt and 

TRUST God.  Psalms 39:7 “And now Lord, what do I wait for and 

expect? My hope and expectation are in You.” 

What will this new year hold for you? I’m expecting my 

BEST year ever, and I pray that God pours out His goodness upon 

you. 


