Sermon Notes

August 25, 2019

The Bad News Before the Good News.
Matthew 11:20-24 (Page 970 in the Pew Bible) Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty
works had been done, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the
mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And
you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done
in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more
tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.”

1. We have to hear the bad news before we can truly hear the good news.
Luke 12:47 – 48 And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act according to his will,
will receive a severe beating. But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light
beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted
much, they will demand the more.

2. You can’t be neutral. You can’t stay on the fence.
2 Corinthians 7:10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly
grief produces death.
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3. Is there any good news for you in this passage? Oh Yes!
Jeremiah 25:15 Thus the Lord, the God of Israel, said to me: “Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath,
and make all the nations to whom I send you drink it.”
Isaiah 51:17 Wake yourself, wake yourself, stand up, O Jerusalem, you who have drunk from the hand of the Lord
the cup of his wrath, who have drunk to the dregs the bowl, the cup of staggering.
John 18:11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has
given me?”
Matthew 26:39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”
Psalm 87:1-4 On the holy mount stands the city he founded;2 the Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the
dwelling places of Jacob. 3 Glorious things of you are spoken, O city of God. 4 Among those who know me I
mention Rahab and Babylon; behold, Philistia and Tyre, with Cush…
Revelation 1:17-18 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying,
“Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the
keys of Death and Hades.

In preparation for this message Pastor John is grateful for the insights of Ligon Duncan, Andy Styer, Dan Doriani, and the
ESV study Bible.
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