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What Do You Do When Your Brother Sins Against You? 
 

Matthew 18:15-20  “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 

listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, 

that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, 

tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for 

them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 

 

 

1. Jesus wants you to be a peacemaker. Not a “peacebreaker” or “peacefaker.” 

 

Matthew 18:15   “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault… If he listens to you, you have gained 

your brother. 

James 5:19-20  My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let 

him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a 

multitude of sins. 

1 Corinthians 10:31  So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

Matthew 7:5  You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck 

out of your brother's eye. 

 

 

– When do you go?  (see The Peacemaker by Ken Sande pp. 150-152) 

 

 – When someone has something against you  

 – When someone’s sins are too serious to overlook.  

 – When it is dishonoring God 

. – When it’s damaging your relationship.  

 – When it’s hurting others. 

 – When it’s hurting the offender. 
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2. Keep the circle small. 
 

Matthew 18:15   … between you and him alone.  

Romans 1:29   They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of 

envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips… 

 

 

 

 

3. If necessary, get some help from a few others in the community. 
 

Matthew 18: 16   But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 

established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 

Galatians 6:1  Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a 

spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 

 

 

 

 

4. If necessary, “Tell it to the church.” 
 

Matthew 18: 17   If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. 

Matthew 18:18 – 20  Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they 

ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am 

I among them.” 

Hebrews 13:17   Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who 

will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to 

you. 

Ephesians 4:15   Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 

Christ, 

 

 

 

 

5. If necessary, “If he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 

collector.” 
 

Matthew 5:17b…If he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

1 Samuel 16:7   For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on 

the heart.” 

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In Preparation for this message Pastor John is grateful for the insights of Ken Sande, Jay Adams, Steve Thomason 

 

Would you like a digital version of today’s sermon? It is available at bit.ly/nsccsermonnotes. This website enhancement is the result of a 

recommendation from our church family. Thank you! Have ideas, we’d appreciate your input at NSCCOysterBay@gmail.com 


