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Guard against the Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

Matthew 16:5-12 (p. 975 in the pew Bible) 

 
Matthew 16:5-12  (page 976 in the pew Bible) When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to 

bring any bread. 6 Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 7 And 

they began discussing it among themselves, saying, “We brought no bread.” 8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, “O 

you of little faith, why are you discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? 9 Do you not yet 

perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 10 Or 

the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 11 How is it that you fail to 

understand that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they 

understood that he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and 

Sadducees. 

 

 

1. Jesus gives you a warning twice! Beware of the leaven. 

 

Matthew 16:6,11  Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees”… 

“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 

1 Corinthians 5:6  Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 

Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened… 

Galatians 5:9  A little leaven leavens the whole lump. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.  
Matthew 15:7-9  You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said:8 “‘This people honors me with 

their lips, but their heart is far from me;9 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of 

men.’” 

Matthew 15:12-14  Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when 

they heard this saying?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up. 

14 Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” 

Luke 18:9-12  He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated 

others with contempt: [Then he uses a Pharisee as an example of this.]10 “Two men went up into the temple to 

pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank 

you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 

week; I give tithes of all that I get.’  
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3. Beware of the leaven of the Sadducees.  
Luke 20:27  There came to him some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, 

Acts 23:8  For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge 

them all. 

Matthew 22:23, 29  The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked 

him a question… 29 But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the 

power of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Only the gospel can heal “recovering” Pharisees and Sadducees!  

a. The gospel dispels the leaven of the liberal Sadducees with the preaching of the cross. 

1 Corinthians 1:18-24  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 

it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 

discerning I will thwart.” 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 

God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach[a] to save those who believe. 22 For 

Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. The gospel dispels the leaven of the self-righteous Pharisees, summoning us to the cross. 

 
Luke 18:13-14  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 

saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the 

other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Romans 14:1-4, 10   As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2 One 

person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who eats 

despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has 

welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he 

stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand…. …10 Why do you pass judgment 

on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In preparation for this message Pastor John is grateful for the insights of John Fischer, Yves I-Bing Cheng, and Ligon Duncan. 

 

For a digital version of today’s sermon, go to bit.ly/nsccsermonnotes. For a digital version of the 2020 Bible Reading Plan in 1 year or 2 

years, go to bit.ly/1YearBibleReadingPlan. 


