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Behold the Greatest Sign. 

Matthew 14:34-36; 15:29 – 16:4 (p. 975 in the pew Bible) 
 

1. The marvelous work of Jesus was clearly displayed before their eyes and accurately recorded in 

Scripture for you. 

 

a. Jesus rolls back the effects of the curse with powerful miracles. 

 

Matthew 14:34 – 36  And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.35 And when the men of 

that place recognized him, they sent around to all that region and brought to him all who were sick 36 and implored 

him that they might only touch the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

Matthew 15:29-31  Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the 

mountain and sat down there. 30 And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the 

crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them, 31 so that the crowd 

wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And 

they glorified the God of Israel. 
Colossians 2:15   He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in 

him. 

John 12:31  Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 

Mark 1:24-26  “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 

are—the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean 

spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Jesus again reveals himself as the “Bread of Life,” this time to the Gentiles. 
 

Matthew 15:32 – 39  Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd because 

they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send them away hungry, 

lest they faint on the way.” 33 And the disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in such a desolate 

place to feed so great a crowd?” 34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have? ”They said, “Seven, 

and a few small fish.” 35 And directing the crowd to sit down on the ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the 

fish, and having given thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

crowds. 37 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 

38 Those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children. 39 And after sending away the crowds, he 

got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan. 

 
John 6:48-50  I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread 

that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 

Psalm 34:8  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 
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2. Why can't people understand "the signs of the times?" Answer: The "noetic effects of sin."  

 
Matthew 16:1 – 3  And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show them a sign 

from heaven.  He answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’ And in 

the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the 

appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a 

sign… 

 

a. People demand that Jesus “jump through their hoops.” 

 
1 Corinthians 1:22-23  For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 

 

b. The fallen nature of humanity affects the mind, the will, the emotions, the behavior and 

the heart. 

 
Romans 1:21, 28 – 31  For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 

became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened… And since they did not see fit to 

acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all 

manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. 

They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 

foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 

 

 

3. He has given us The Sign that matters: "The sign of Jonah." 

 
Matthew 16: 4  An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of 

Jonah.” So he left them and departed. 

 

a. Do you see The Sign that matters? 

 
Matthew 12:38-41  Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign 

from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to 

it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great 

fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will rise 

up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, 

something greater than Jonah is here.  

 

b. Be encouraged! You are united to him in his death and resurrection! 

 
Romans 6:4-5  We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 

him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 

2 Corinthians 4:14-16  knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with 

you into his presence. 15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may 

increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our 

inner self is being renewed day by day. 

 

 
In preparation for this message Pastor John is grateful for the insights of Dan Doriani, David Strain and the ESV Study Bible. 
 

For a digital version of today’s sermon, go to bit.ly/nsccsermonnotes. For a digital version of the 2020 Bible Reading Plan in 1 year or 2 

years, go to bit.ly/1YearBibleReadingPlan. 


