Sermon Notes

November 3, 2019

The Parable of the Weeds
Matthew 13:24-30 (P. 973 Pew Bible) He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared also. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good
seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants
said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root
up the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the
reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’”

1. The righteous and the wicked will live side-by-side in this world.
Matthew 13:36 – 39a Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us
the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is
the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed
them is the devil.

a. Jesus sows the good seed of his people, the sons of the kingdom, into the field
of the world. The devil sows the weeds.
Genesis 1:31, 3:1 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day… Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made.
Matthew 16:18 I will build my church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

b. Weeds and Wheat will both grow together until the end of the age.
Matthew 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest,
1 John 5:19 We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

c. We often find it disturbing and difficult to live in the world.
John 16:33 “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take
heart; I have overcome the world.”
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2. We face a judgment to come and separation of the wicked from the righteous at the end of the
age.
Matthew 13:39b - 43 The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered and
burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him
hear.

a. We are to wait. We do not execute people for being unbelievers.
Matthew 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”
John 18:36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have
been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.”
Revelation 14:15 And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in
your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” 16 So he who sat on the cloud
swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped.

b. Examine yourself to see if you are in the faith.
Matthew 13: 38b the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one,
2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!
Revelation 5:9 “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed
people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,

c. What is your destination?
Matthew 13:42b-43 In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in
the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

i. Hell – Terrible.
2 Thessalonians 1:7b-9 …when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting
vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer the
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,

ii. Heaven - Glorious!
1 Corinthians 2:9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has
prepared for those who love him”—
Psalm 16:11 You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.

In preparation for this message pastor John is grateful for the insights of Dan Doriani and the ESV Study Bible.
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