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Jesus' Parables Make You Think 
 

Matthew 13:10-17   (page 972 in the pew Bible) Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to 

them in parables?” 11 And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of 

heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an 

abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 13 This is why I speak to them in 

parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 Indeed, in their 

case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: “You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed 

see but never perceive.”15 For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their 

eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart 

and turn, and I would heal them.’ 

 

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say to you, many prophets 

and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

 

Matthew 13:34-35   All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a 

parable. 35 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what 

has been hidden since the foundation of the world.” 

 

1. Do you know what a parable is? 
 

Psalm 78: 1-4  Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 2 I will open 

my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 3 things that we have heard and known, that our 

fathers have told us.4 We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious 

deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. For some of you Jesus leaves you “seeing but not seeing,” and “hearing but not hearing.” 
 

Romans 1:21-23   So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or 

give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to 

be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man 

and birds and animals and creeping things… God Gave them over… God gave them over… 

Ephesians 4:17-18   Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the 

futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the 

ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 
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3. For some of you the primary purpose was to “reveal.” 
 

Ephesians 1:16-18   I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 

him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called 

you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. You are part of a new moment – the preaching of Jesus Christ! 
 

 

Mathew 13:16-17, 34-35 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say to 

you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, 

and did not hear it….   

All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a parable. 35 This 

was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden 

since the foundation of the world.” 

Romans 16:25-26   Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed 

and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal 

God, to bring about the obedience of faith—  

2 Corinthians 2:15-16   For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those 

who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is 

sufficient for these things? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In preparation for this message Pastor John is grateful for the insights of David Strain, James Boice, David Copeland, and the ESV study 

Bible. 
 

Would you like a digital version of today’s sermon? It is available at bit.ly/nsccsermonnotes. This website enhancement is the result of a 

recommendation from our church family. Thank you! Have ideas, we’d appreciate your input at NSCCOysterBay@gmail.com 


