Sermon Notes

March 22, 2020

Who is the greatest in the Kingdom?
Matthew 18:1-6
1
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling
to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.
5

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be
drowned in the depth of the sea.

1. It’s the disciples’ turn to represent us.
Psalm 40:17
17
As for me, I am poor and needy,
but the Lord takes thought for me.
You are my help and my deliverer;
do not delay, O my God!
Matthew 5:3
3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:3
5
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

2. Trust in Jesus Christ, who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.
Luke 22:22-27
22
A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 And he said
to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called
benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the
leader as one who serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not
the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves.
Philippians 2:3-11
3
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have
this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
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obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed
on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.

3. Humble yourself and bravely go after the lost.
2 Corinthians 12:9
9
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
Luke 22:28-30
28
“You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to
me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.
Romans 12:10, 16
10
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 16 Live in harmony
with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.
Romans 15:1
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

In preparation for this message Pastor Martin is grateful for the insights of D.A. Carson, James Montgomery Boice, and Douglas Sean
O’Donnell.
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