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*see Resources 

Large Group/Small Group 

09/05/21 Lesson 1 
Bible Passage: Genesis 1—2:3 
(Creation)  

 
 

God Is the Creator  
Remember Verse 

The plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart 
through all generations. Psalm 33:11 

LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

I grew up on a small farm and spent many summers helping my father. My dad spent countless hours in the fields or in 
the barn tending to whatever needed to be done. A few days after planting, he invited me to walk through the field. As 
we walked, my dad would stop and gingerly check the tiny corn plants and the soil around them. I couldn’t figure out 
what he was doing, so I asked him. He answered, “I am checking the moisture in the soil. We will need to irrigate, 
because my little plants are thirsty.”  

I began noticing that my dad often took brief strolls through the cornfield at night to check on the crop. One night I 
asked, “Dad, why do you pay so much attention to those corn plants? It’s a field of corn. What’s the big deal?” He 
explained, “God made this field and left me to care for it. I want to do my best for Him.” 

When I was older, we moved into town. There was a season during this time when my parents welcomed troubled 
girls into our home. One day, one of the girls staying with us carelessly broke a sentimental gift from my grandmother. I 
vented my anger to my dad and demanded he send the girl away. He looked at me and quietly said, “Nicki, this is my 
cornfield now, and Kristie is my cornstalk. God left your mom and me to care for her and show her His love. Will you 
help us?” In that moment, I realized how selfish I had been. God cares for the whole world. From cornstalks to broken 
people, God has trusted us to tend to both with care. 

Nicki Straza 
Freedom House Church 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

Who is this God who would entrust any piece of His creation to the care of mankind? Who created the hummingbird to 



fly 25 to 30 miles per hour, giving it the ability to dive as fast as 60 miles per hour? It has the ability to rotate each of its 
wings in a circle, making it the only bird in the world that can fly backward, forward, up, down, and upside down. This 
God is our God. He is the Creator. 

“In the beginning God created …” The opening of the book of Beginnings (Genesis) introduces us to our God—
Elohim. This Hebrew word emphasizes His majesty and power. By His word, He spoke all things into being. And with 
everything He created, God saw that it was good. Elohim inspected His work and was pleased. All of creation reflected 
His glory. Everything He created was excellent. When we consider all God has done and who He is, we can’t help but 
bow before Him in worship.  

All of God’s creation was meant to worship and bring glory to Him. But worship doesn’t begin with His creation; 
worship begins with God. It begins with who He is. Elohim. When we worship Him, we’re doing what we were made to 
do. Our worship is but a response to Him that He might receive all glory, honor, and power. For it is by His good 
pleasure that all things exist and were created. 

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

How do we respond to Him and the work of His words and hands? God has entrusted us with the things and people He 
has created. We must accept the responsibility and gift of His creation. We must protect, guard, and invest in it for His 
glory. We must be good stewards of the world He made and care for all who inhabit it.  

What is your favorite flower, animal, or natural object? Take a few moments and look for information about this 
creature, plant, or object. What makes it special? Why is it your favorite? What does it tell you about the Creator? Spend 
some time reading the words written in Psalms 8 and 104. What are the words or phrases that resonate with you? Use 
these words or phrases to lead you into a time of prayerful listening before God. How might He want to show you more 
of Himself? How is He asking you to respond?  

  

 
SECTION 

 

Children engage in fun, creative activities designed to pique their curiosity about the day’s portion of The Big 
God Story. 

Option 1: Butterfly Flurry 
God created an endless number of unique creatures when He formed the earth and everything on it. Sometimes we 
need to slow down and focus to recognize how amazing each creature truly is. 

SUPPLIES  
• Butterfly Flurry Museum cards (see Resources)  
• Butterfly images (see Resources) 
• Magnifying glasses (1 for every 3 children) 
• Scissors 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print Butterfly Flurry Museum cards and Butterfly images. Cut out the cards and images.  

SET UP 
Place the Butterfly Flurry Museum cards and Butterfly photos on the table in two rows. Scatter the Butterfly photos 
around the table and set out the magnifying glasses. 

RELATE 

SMALL GROUP 



Invite children to the table. Read the museum cards with children and ask the open-ended questions provided on the 
cards. Encourage children to use the magnifying glasses to look closely at the butterfly photos and compare the 
different features of the butterflies. Ask: In what ways do the butterflies look the same? What makes them 
different? What colors did you find on the butterflies? What did you learn about butterflies? How did God make 
them special? 

 

 
SECTION 

 

Children participate in discovering God’s Word through Bible verse. 

For more information about any of the following components of the large group program, please see the “How It Works” 
document.  

Ponder Point: God Is the Creator 
Chloe’s Rules 
Host/Worship Leader 

SUPPLIES 
• Chloe’s Rules videos or scripts (see Resources) 
• Chloe (puppet or person) 
• Preschool program theme song 
• Worship music (suggestions: “Celebrate” and “I Can Sing,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours) 
• Optional: countdown video 

RELATE 
Welcome children as they’re entering the large group meeting area. Tech: Cue Chloe’s Rules video. The theme song 
will play as the Worship Leader/Host enters and makes his way up front, welcoming and greeting children along the 
way. This should be a high-energy entrance. Tech: Cue preschool program theme song. Choose and play two upbeat 
worship songs of your choice from a worship album that complements the theme and focus of the lesson. 

Mail Time  
Host/Worship Leader  

SUPPLIES 
• Mail Time intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• Remember Verse image (see Resources) 
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources) 
• Mail Time envelope art (see Resources) 
• Envelope (large) 
• Bibles (your personal and large children’s) 
• Mailbox 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print or copy the Mail Time envelope art and attach to a large envelope. Print or copy one Remember Verse card and 
put it inside the envelope. 

RELATE 
Tech: Cue the Mail Time intro clip and image. Choose one volunteer to hide the mail and another to find the mail. Have 
the “Seeker” close her eyes while the “Hider” finds a good place to hide the Remember Verse. Once the mail has been 
hidden, the Seeker will begin to look for the mail while children give clues to its whereabouts by calling out “hot” and 

LARGE GROUP 



“cold.”  
Once the Seeker finds the mail, the Host invites her to pull out the enclosed Remember Verse. Next, the Host should 

find the Remember Verse in his Bible and read the words aloud. Talk about the meaning of the verse while interacting 
with children. 

Lead children in reciting the Remember Verse Motions to help commit the Scripture to memory.  

Remember Verse 
The plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations. Psalm 
33:11 

Remember Verse Definitions 
firm: strong, unable to move 
purposes: goals, reasons someone does something 
generations: different ages of people 

Remember Verse Motions 
The plans: hold hands together and open up like a book 
Of the Lord: point both index fingers up to the sky 
Stand firm forever: stand with fisted hands, one on top of the other, and slowly bring them apart, opening hands into a 
piano playing position—see ASL sign for “firm” 
The purposes of his heart: point to heart/chest 
Through all generations: put hand out flat, palm facing the ground, and make steps with your hand by moving your 
hand upward and stopping it one time for each word to show growth in height from baby to child to adult 

Wardrobe of Wonder  
Storyteller/Host/Worship Leader 

SUPPLIES 
• Wardrobe of Wonder intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• Wardrobe of Wonder 
• Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect (see Resources) 
• Optional: silly hats for the prop/hat box 
• Small stools or chairs (2) 
• What’sIt: Inflatable Globe (see optional image in Resources) 
• Worship music (suggestions: “Everybody, Everywhere” and  

“I Can Sing,” TruWorship Sincerely Yours) 

What’sIt: Inflatable Globe 
God made the world and everything in it. The globe can help us remember that we are part of His creation. God has 
entrusted us with the things and people He has created around us.  

RELATE 
Tech: Cue the Wardrobe of Wonder intro clip and image. Invite a child volunteer to “spy” on the What’sIt by peeking into 
the wardrobe. Each time the wardrobe door opens, cue the Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect. Have him whisper the 
identity of the What’sIt in your ear to ensure he knows what it is.  

Invite your assistant to sit on the stools with you. Then lead the group in asking the assistant yes-or-no questions 
about the What’sIt. Once the children have guessed correctly, ask your assistant to retrieve the What’sIt from the 
wardrobe and bring it to you. Thank your volunteer and encourage him to sit with his small group. 

ASK 
What did you find in the Wardrobe of Wonder? Children will answer. Is this a regular ball? Children respond. This 
is what earth looks like. Who can tell us what this ball shows us? Children answer; interact with their responses. 
Yes, this is like a map or picture of our planet. It lets us see what our planet looks like from space. Here’s where 
we are! Point to spot on inflatable globe. Let’s find out how the What’sIt fits in with The Big God Story today. Do 
you know what time it is? 

Volunteer or leader puts away the thinking hats and sits down offstage as the Storyteller enters.  



Cue The Big God Story intro clip and image.  

The Big God Story 
Genesis 1—2:3 
Storytelling Technique: Storyboard 

SUPPLIES 
• The Big God Story intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• The Big God Story images: Earth, Clouds, Water, Tree and Flower, Sun, Moon, Stars, Sea Life, Birds, Animals, 

Man, Woman, Heart (see Resources) 
• Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect (see Resources) 
• What’sIt: Inflatable Globe (see optional image in Resources) 
• Props: small table and lamp, storyboard and flannel, Velcro dots, double-sided tape 
• Bible  
• Scissors 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print The Big God Story images on 11"x 17" paper. Cut out the images and place Velcro dots on the Earth, Clouds, 
Sun, Moon, Stars, and Birds images; place double-sided tape on the Water, Tree and Flower, Sea Life, Animals, Man, 
Woman, and Heart images.  

SET UP 
Place all props on stage. Tech Note: Begin the storytelling section with the house lights off and the stage lights very, 
very dim. After the Storyteller turns on the lamp, bring the stage lights up to full.  
RELATE 
Welcome children. Today I’m going to tell you the beginning of a story. We won’t be able to finish the story 
today, but there is one very important thing to remember … it’s all the same story with one main character. It’s 
His story and He is the hero. He is unlike anyone or anything else and He is good—always good. Who is it that I 
am speaking of? Pause for children to answer. That’s right, God. This is the true story of God. 
I have a question for you. Who made you? Children will answer. God made you! He is the Creator. He made our 

world and everything in it. Before we go any further, let’s stop and ask Him to teach us as we learn from The 
Big God Story. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and 
minds. 

Open your Bible. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Place Earth (green circle) in center of 
flannel board. He said, “Let there be light” (turn on lamp), and there was light. God just spoke the words, and 
light appeared! He was pleased with the light and saw that the light was good. God separated the light from the 
darkness. He named the light “day,” and what did He name the darkness? Children answer. That’s right! “Night.” 
That was the very first day that ever was. 
On the second day, God made a great big space in the middle of the waters to separate them. He named this 

great big space “sky.” Place Clouds surrounding Earth. 

God is the Creator, so on the third day He was still very busy. He said, “Let the water under the sky be 
gathered in one place, and let dry ground appear.” Place the Water on top of the Earth. And it was just as God 
said. What do you think He called the dry ground? Children answer. He called the dry ground “land.” And what 
do you think He named all the water that gathered together in one place? Pause for children to answer. He called 
this “seas” (or oceans). God saw that it was good! And it was good! Then God told the land to grow plants and 
trees. Add Tree and Flower to Earth. He made sure all the plants and trees had seeds. Why do you think He did 
that? Children answer. That’s true. God was making food for His creation. Because one day when the time came, 
those seeds would be placed in the ground and new plants and trees would grow. What grows on plants and 
trees? Interact with children and their answers. That’s right. Fruits, vegetables, beans, nuts, and rice all come from 
plants and trees. God saw that it was good. And it was … (encourage children to answer) good! 
On the fourth day, God the Creator placed the sun in the sky to light the earth during the day. Place Sun above 

Earth. He also placed the moon in the sky to give the earth a nightlight. Place Moon below Earth. But before He 
was finished with His work on the fourth day, God created stars and sprinkled them in the night sky. Scatter 
Stars around Earth. He saw that it was good. And it was … (children help finish) good! 
What comes after the fourth day? Encourage answers. The fifth day, that’s right. God is the Creator, and this 



was the day when He created all the creatures that live in the waters of the earth. Add Sea Life to Earth. Can you 
think of something that lives in the water? Encourage children to answer; interact with their responses. Yes! God 
created fish and whales and dolphins. He made them all. He made many different types of birds, too. Add Birds 
around Earth. There were big, beautiful birds, and teeny, tiny birds. He made some waddle and quack, while 
others He made to honk or holler. God blessed the creatures of the air and the sea. He told them to go and have 
families. Their job was to fill the air and the sea. What do you think happened next? God saw that it was good. 
And it was … good! 
Since God is the Creator, He only had to speak to create animals of every kind and size: cows and reptiles, 

dinosaurs and wild animals—all kinds. Add Animals to Earth. He made animals as big as giraffes and bugs as 
small as ants! God saw that it was good. And it was … good! But He wasn’t finished, not yet. There was still 
something else He wanted to create. Do you know what, or whom, that was? Encourage children to answer. 
That’s right! God spoke the words and made a man and a woman. Add Man and Woman to center of Earth. Then 
He gave them the responsibility of caring for the fish in the sea, the birds in the air, and the animals on land. 
And even the earth itself. This meant they had a very important job! God blessed the man and woman. He told 
them to grow and have a family. Place Heart between Man and Woman. God looked over everything He had 
created; it was so good, so very good! It was evening, and it was morning—the sixth day. On the seventh day, 
God rested from all the work He had done. 
Friends, The Big God Story began when God created our world. God is the Creator, and He made you, and He 

made me. God has given us a very important job—just like the job He gave to Adam and Eve. He has given us 
the responsibility to care for the world He created and everyone and everything in it. Guess what? God will be 
with us and give us everything we need to care for His creation. Why? Because He is good, perfect, and loving. 
He is not like anyone or anything else.  

 

 
SECTION 

 

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through creative activities and games. 

Wonder Questions 
Small Group Enhancements, coloring pages, and discussion questions help your group go deeper into today’s portion of 
The Big God Story. 

SUPPLIES 
• Wonder Questions coloring pages (see Resources) 
• TruWonder Small Group Enhancements timeline and images (see Resources) 
• Scissors 
• Crayons 

RELATE 
Today in The Big God Story, we heard how God is the Creator. He created the earth and everything in it, day by 
day. As God created each thing, He said it was good. When God was finished, He gave us the very important 
job to care for the world He created and everyone and everything in it. 

I wonder … How did the first man and woman know how to take care of the world? 
I wonder … Which animal was the most creative one God made? Why? 
I wonder … How does God want me to care for His world and the people He has created? 
I wonder … Why do you think God gave us this job? 

 

SMALL GROUP 



 

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing may be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

SUPPLIES 
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources) 
• At Home Weekly: Lesson 2 (see Resources)\ 

RELATE 
The time of blessing is an opportunity for children to practice another physical posture of worship. Invite children to hold 
their hands out cupped as if they are holding water. Then ask the children to close their eyes and picture the world 
around them and all of the things God created. Help them by listing off things from God’s creation: sun, trees, animals, 
and people. While their eyes are still closed, read this blessing over them.  

Children, God is the Creator and has made you with lots of love and joy. May you grow to know His love 
more and more. As you do, may you share His love and care with others.  
Send home Remember Verse cards and the At Home Weekly with your kids. 


