
© 2018 David C Cook. TruResources are developed in partnership with ROCKHARBOR Church and a national  
network of family and children’s ministry leaders. All rights reserved. Reproducible for church use only. 

*see Resources 

Large Group/Small 
Group 

09/26/21 
Lesson 4 
Bible Passage: Genesis 

12:1–7; 15; 17:1–8;  
Hebrews 11:8–10 (Abra-
ham) 
 
 
 

 

 
God Loves Faith 

Remember Verse 
The plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart 

through all generations. Psalm 33:11 

LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

More than anything, I wanted my dad’s blessing. I was preparing to move to New York City to work full time as a 
volunteer with homeless youth. Most people in my life were convinced this was a great plan—everyone except my dad. 
“Asriel, do you think this is what God is calling you to do?” my father asked. “Because if you tell me that God is calling 
you to this, then I will give you my blessing.” My father was sad I would be so far away and worried about me living in a 
big city and working for free. I questioned myself again. Is this what God wanted, or what I wanted? 

In faith, I chose to move ahead. After praying about this decision for almost a year, I knew it was time to trust and 
obey. I wanted to put what I believed into action. I trusted God and knew He would use me to care for kids who needed 
to know Him and His love. My parents drove me to the airport. At the check-in counter, I gave my mom and my dad one 
last hug. Our tearful good-bye was the confirmation I needed. I knew I had my father’s full blessing and support. 

While it took some faith for me to move across the country, I believe it was my dad who showed the greater faith. He 
released me into God’s care as I ventured out into the world. Against his own fears and doubts, he trusted God to speak 
to me and watch over me. Above all, my dad blessed me as I responded to God’s call. God loves faith. 

Asriel Medina 
ROCKHARBOR Church 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

God loves faith. In the book of Hebrews, chapter 11 is popularly referred to as the “Hall of Faith.” The writer of Hebrews 
defines faith as “confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see” (v. 1). He goes on to say that 
“without faith it is impossible to please God” (v. 6). A close study of this passage reveals that faith is more than just 
believing God exists or asserting the truth of Scripture. Faith, as demonstrated by the saints listed, is a combination of 



belief and action. It’s trusting God enough to obey and follow Him, no matter what may happen. 
Abraham is an example of the type of faith that God loves. Abraham trusted God enough to leave his home and 

travel to a new land. He also believed that God would keep His promise to make him into a great nation.  
Genesis 15:6 says, “Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” The Hebrew translation for 
the word “believed” can be translated to mean “to lean your whole weight upon.” Abraham leaned upon God’s promise, 
committing himself and his entire family to following God wherever He would lead.   

This type of faith can only come out of a deep and intimate relationship with the living God. God chose to make a 
covenant with Abraham. Through this covenant, Abraham was the father of the nation of Israel, a holy nation. Israel was 
to model to the world a relationship with a holy and living God. Through this nation and the line of Abraham, the 
promised Savior was given for all mankind.  

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

Even Abraham, a man of great faith, had doubts and questions. When God told Abraham He would make him into a 
great nation, Abraham asked, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless … You have given me 
no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir” (Genesis 15:2–3). And when God promised to give Abraham 
the land of Canaan, Abraham said, “O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?” (v. 8). 

How did God respond to such bold questions? Did He reprimand Abraham for having little faith? Did He abandon 
Abraham or take back His promises? God drew even closer to Abraham. He affirmed His promises and established His 
covenant with him.  

Contrary to popular belief, the opposite of faith is not doubt, but turning away from God. A person of faith obeys God, 
even when the road is difficult, and the way is unclear. True faith is less about having all the right answers and more 
about following Him.  

This week, kneel before God and be honest about any questions or doubts you have about Him and His promises. 
Pray the words of the man who asked Jesus to heal his sick son: “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”  
(Mark 9:24). Trust that God loves your faith and wants to draw closer to you, even in the midst of your doubts and fears. 

  

 
SECTION 

 

Children engage in fun, creative activities designed to pique their curiosity about the day’s portion of The Big 
God Story.   

Option 1: Building Tents 
God called a man named Abraham to leave his home and go to a new land. Abraham had great faith and obeyed God 
because He knew that God would be faithful to His promise. During their journey, Abraham and his family lived in tents. 
Today, children will have fun making and exploring their own tents.  

SUPPLIES  
• Bed sheets (1 per tent) 
• Chairs or tables 
• Clothespins 

SET UP 
Pull chairs together into groups or use tables. Set a bed sheet in the center of each chair formation or on each table.  

RELATE 
Welcome children and invite them to begin building their own tents. Help them throw the bed sheets over tables or chair 

SMALL GROUP 



formations, and clamp on the clothespins to hold the sheets in place. Start a game of hide-and-seek or have a contest 
to see if you can fit everyone into one tent. Ask: Who has ever gone camping? Who has slept in a tent? When you 
are in a tent, what can you hear? What do you think it would be like if your family lived in a tent? What kinds of 
things do you think you would own if you lived in a tent? Who thinks it would be fun to live in a tent?  

	 

 
SECTION 

 

Children participate in discovering God’s Word through Bible verse. 

Ponder Point: God Loves Faith 
Chloe’s Rules 
Host/Worship Leader 

SUPPLIES 
• Chloe’s Rules videos or scripts (see Resources) 
• Chloe (puppet or person) 
• Preschool program theme song 
• Worship music (suggestions: “We Believe” and “To Live for You,” TruWorship Songs from the Playhouse) 
• Optional: countdown video 

RELATE 
Welcome children as they’re entering the large group meeting area. Tech: Cue Chloe’s Rules video. The theme song 
will play as the Worship Leader/Host enters and makes his way up front, welcoming and greeting children along the 
way. This should be a high-energy entrance. Tech: Cue preschool program theme song. Choose and play two upbeat 
worship songs of your choice from a worship album that complements the theme and focus of the lesson. 

Mail Time  
Host/Worship Leader  

SUPPLIES 
• Mail Time intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• Remember Verse image (see Resources) 
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources) 
• Mail Time envelope art (see Resources) 
• Envelope (large) 
• Bibles (your personal and large children’s) 
• Mailbox 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print or copy the Mail Time envelope art and attach to a large envelope. Print or copy one Remember Verse card and 
put it inside the envelope. 

RELATE 
Tech: Cue the Mail Time intro clip and image. Choose one volunteer to hide the mail and another to find the mail. Have 
the “Seeker” close her eyes while the “Hider” finds a good place to hide the Remember Verse. Once the mail has been 
hidden, the Seeker will begin to look for the mail while children give clues to its whereabouts by calling out “hot” and 
“cold.”  

Once the Seeker finds the mail, the Host invites her to pull out the enclosed Remember Verse. Next, the Host should 
find the Remember Verse in his Bible and read the words aloud. Talk about the meaning of the verse while interacting 
with children. 

LARGE GROUP 



Lead children in reciting the Remember Verse Motions to help commit the Scripture to memory.  

Remember Verse 
The plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations. Psalm 
33:11 

Remember Verse Definitions 
firm: strong, unable to move 
purposes: goals, reasons someone does something 
generations: different ages of people 

Remember Verse Motions 
The plans: hold hands together and open up like a book 
Of the Lord: point both index fingers up to the sky 
Stand firm forever: stand fisted hands, one on top of the other and slowly bring them apart, opening hands into a piano 
playing position-see ASL sign for “firm.” 
The purposes of his heart: point to heart/chest 
Through all generations: put hand out flat, palm facing the ground and make steps with your hand by moving your 
hand upward and stopping it one time for each word to show growth in height from baby to child to adult. 

Wardrobe of Wonder  
Storyteller/Host/Worship Leader 

SUPPLIES 
• Wardrobe of Wonder intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect (see Resources) 
• What’sIt: Backpack (see optional image in Resources) 
• Wardrobe of Wonder 
• Small stools or chairs (2)   

What’sIt: Backpack  
God is faithful—and He loves faith in His people. When God gave Abraham a new direction for his life, by faith Abraham 
packed up his family and his belongings to follow God. 

RELATE 
Tech: Cue the Wardrobe of Wonder intro clip and image. Invite a child volunteer to “spy” on the What’sIt by peeking into 
the wardrobe. Each time the wardrobe door opens, cue the Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect. Have him whisper the 
identity of the What’sIt in your ear to ensure he knows what it is.  

Invite your assistant to sit on the stools with you. Then lead the group in asking the assistant yes-or-no questions 
about the What’sIt. Once the children have guessed correctly, ask your assistant to retrieve the What’sIt from the 
wardrobe and bring it to you. Thank your volunteer and encourage him to sit with his small group. 

ASK 
What did you find in the Wardrobe of Wonder? Children will answer. Do you have a backpack? When do you use 
yours? What kind of things do you have in your backpack? Children will answer; interact with their responses. How 
do you think the What’sIt fits into this part of The Big God Story today? Let’s find out because it’s time for …  

The Big God Story 
Genesis 12:1–7; 15; 17:1–8; Hebrews 11:8–10 
Storytelling Technique: Props 

SUPPLIES 
• The Big God Story intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• The Big God Story image: Night Sky (see Resources) 
• What’sIt: Backpack (see optional image in Resources) 
• Bible 
• Props: poster board, markers, pop-up tent 



• Scissors 
• Marker 
• Optional: Faith video short or script (see Resources) 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Cut the poster board in half to make two signs: “City of Ur” and “Land of Canaan.” Hang signs on opposite sides of the 
room. Set up a pop-up tent halfway between Ur and Canaan. 

RELATE 
Before you get started, let the children know that each time they hear the Ponder Point, “God loves faith,” they will jump 
up and do the motions described below as they repeat the phrase. After kids have done the motions, encourage them to 
sit down once again. Practice a few times so children can get comfortable with the motions.  

God: Use both index fingers to point up to the sky. 

Loves: Cross your arms across your chest. 

Faith: Open arms wide with palms up to the sky. As you do this, look up to the sky. 

Welcome, friends! It’s so good to see you today! Before we jump into The Big God Story, let’s bow our heads, 
close our eyes, and ask God to teach us from His Word. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and 
ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 

Friends, what does the word “faith” mean? Encourage children to share their thoughts; interact with their 
responses. Those are great thoughts. Faith is listening to God and then obeying Him. God loves faith. Encourage 
children to jump up and do the motions as they repeat, “God loves faith!” He is always looking for people who will 
put their trust in Him and do what He says.  
Many, many years after Noah walked with God, there lived a man named Abraham. Now, Abraham lived in a 

city named Ur. Stand near the “City of Ur” sign. In the city of Ur, the people worshipped many things, but they 
didn’t worship the one true God. Abraham didn’t know God until the day he heard God’s voice. Then he knew 
he had met the one true God. When He spoke to Abraham, God said: “Abraham, Abraham, I want you to leave 
your home and follow Me to a new land, a land that I will give to you.” 
Abraham had faith in God. God loves faith! Children jump up and repeat phrase with motions. Could Abraham 

trust God? Children will answer. Yes, he could, because God will always do what He says He will do. Well, when 
Abraham heard God’s voice he decided to trust and obey the Lord. He didn’t know where his new home would 
be, but Abraham followed God’s directions. Why? Because Abraham had faith in God and trusted that God 
would do what He said He would do. Abraham told his family to pack their bags and get ready for a long 
journey. Using What’sIt, pretend to fill backpack with items. Wear it while storytelling, walking from “Ur” to “Canaan.” 

In those days, there were no cars or buses or planes. People walked together or rode camels. While they 
traveled, they lived in tents, kind of like the ones we made earlier (stop at the pop-up tent and sit down next to it). 
Abraham and his family walked, and walked, and walked. Walk toward the “Land of Canaan” sign. Finally, they 
reached the land of Canaan. When they arrived, Abraham built an altar and worshipped God. Pretend to unpack 
backpack and set up new home. Return to front of room to finish storytelling. Why do you think Abraham stopped to 
worship God? Children will answer; interact with their responses. Good thinking. Abraham stopped to give honor 
and praise to God. Abraham’s faith pleased God, because God loves faith. Children jump up and repeat phrase 
with motions.  

Again, Abraham heard God’s voice. God said, “Abraham, Abraham, I want to make My covenant with you!” 
Friends, can you say the word “covenant”? Try it with me: COV-e-nant. Good job! Covenant means very special 
promise. God promised: “Abraham, Abraham, I promise to give you lots of children. I promise to make you into 
a great nation. I will bless you, and through you I will bless the whole world. I will be your God, and you will be 
My people.” 
Wow! This was a very special job God gave to Abraham. He was going to be the father of a big nation. That’s a 

huge responsibility! Abraham had some questions. He said, “God, I am very old and still have no children. How 
will You bless me?” God told Abraham to go outside and look at the night sky. Tech: Turn house and stage lights 
off. Cue Night Sky image. God said, “Do you see all the stars in the sky, Abraham? If you could count those 
stars, then you could count how many children I will give you in your family.” Friends, how many stars do you 
see? God promised Abraham that one day, he and his family would have so many children that you couldn’t 
count them all! Not only that, but Abraham’s family would show the whole world how to know God and have 
faith in Him! That is a very important job! God loves faith! Children jump up and repeat phrase with motions. 



After God spoke to Abraham, Abraham had to make a choice. He could either have faith and trust God and 
obey Him, or he could choose not to believe God and go back to his home in Ur. Abraham had great faith! He 
heard God’s voice, chose to trust God, and followed God all the days of his life. God loves faith like this. 
Children jump up and repeat phrase with motions.  

Friends, God still looks for people who will trust and obey Him. God loves faith. Children jump up and repeat 
phrase with motions. Throughout the Big God Story, God shows us that He is bigger than anyone or anything 
and we can trust Him!  

 

 
SECTION 

 

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through creative activities and games. 

Wonder Questions 
Small Group Enhancements, coloring pages, and discussion questions help your group go deeper into today’s portion of 
The Big God Story. 

SUPPLIES 
• Wonder Questions coloring pages (see Resources) 
• TruWonder Small Group Enhancements timeline and images (see Resources) 
• Scissors 
• Crayons 

RELATE  
In this part of The Big God Story, we saw that God loves faith. And we saw how God looked for faith and found 
it in Abraham. God told Abraham to move with his family to a new land God would give to him. God made a 
covenant with Abraham to give him a family that would outnumber the stars in the sky. Abraham chose to have 
faith in God. 

I wonder … How would I feel if God asked me to leave my home and follow Him to a new and different land?  
I wonder … What are God’s promises for me? 
I wonder … How has God been faithful to me? 
I wonder … How does God talk to me? 
I wonder … How can I trust and obey God? 

 

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing may be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

SUPPLIES 
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources) 
• At Home Weekly: Lesson 5 (see Resources) 
• Bible 

RELATE 
Today, send your little ones out with a blessing by praying Scripture over them in a call and response manner. Explain 
to the kids that you will say the first part, and then they’ll respond with the second. Repeat several times. Try varying 
your voice from whispering to shouting. 

Leader: Children, may you trust in the Lord with all your heart. 

SMALL GROUP 



Kids: He is faithful and will keep His covenants for all time. 
Children, may you trust in the Lord with all your heart. He is faithful and will keep his covenants for all time. 
(reference Deuteronomy 7:9) 

Send home Remember Verse cards and the At Home Weekly with your kids. 


