
© 2018 David C Cook. TruResources are developed in partnership with ROCKHARBOR Church and a national  
network of family and children’s ministry leaders. All rights reserved. Reproducible for church use only. 

*see Resources 

Large Group/Small 
Group 
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Lesson 3 
Bible Passage: Genesis 6—
9:17 

(Noah and the Flood) 

 
 

 
 

 

 
God Is a Promise Keeper 

Remember Verse 
The plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.  

Psalm 33:11 

LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

A couple of years ago my life went through a season of transition—loss of a job, a new career path, and a move. As 
with any transition, this brought joy and pain. Whether storms or good weather, God is faithful. The bigger question is, 
am I? 

My heart wrestles with many questions. Will I choose to be faithful to serve Him even when the plans I thought were 
from God end abruptly? What does following God look like in our world today? Through my doubt, confusion, and even 
disbelief, God continually proves Himself to be a promise keeper. He faithfully pursues me. He calls me to serve Him 
with a heart of faithfulness. He calls me, regardless of circumstance, to be responsible with my faith. And I choose to 
obey. 

Much will be required of everyone who has been given much (Luke 12:48). I have received much from the Lord. He 
has kept His promises and revealed Himself to me in new ways. In the midst of hard times I have felt His love through 
the people He has placed in my life. His Word within Scripture and the beauty of His creation remind me of His 
presence. He has never forsaken me. He has promised to be my provider and, like a good Father, has provided 
financially, emotionally, and spiritually. God has also promised to be never-changing. Regardless of circumstance, I can 
trust that my God is a promise keeper. 

Melissa Kirscher 
Friends Church 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

God’s love and promise for mankind have remained constant throughout time. Not long after Adam and Eve left the 



garden, the human race fell further away from God’s intention for life and relationship. God was grieved as He saw 
humans failing to care for themselves and others as they had been commissioned. They allowed themselves to be 
taken over by depravity, becoming corrupt and violent. God was sorry He had even made mankind. And yet His love did 
not change.  

God remembered His promise to send a Redeemer. Before He removed all life on earth, God found a remnant—a 
faithful man named Noah. God entrusted Noah with the responsibility of maintaining a vestige of human life that would 
later fill the earth once again. Through Noah and his descendants, the line of the promised Redeemer was preserved.  

Noah was responsible to trust in God as he cared for the future of humanity and life on earth. After the rain, it took 
more than 300 days for the waters on the earth to recede. Noah used birds to test the ground; he sent a raven out first. 
These scavenger birds are able to survive in harsh elements. When the raven didn’t return, Noah sent a dove. The olive 
branch the dove brought to him was a sign that life was once again taking root in the world. After its second trip into the 
world, the dove didn’t return. The waiting was over.  

God then made a covenant with Noah and all living creatures. God promised He would never again destroy all life 
with a flood. As a sign of this covenant, God placed a rainbow in the sky so all who saw it would remember His promise. 
It’s not only our eyes that see and remember the promise, but God Himself sees the very same rainbow and 
remembers. 

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

Read through the biblical account of God and the flood in Genesis 6:1—9:17. Before you begin to read, ask God to 
reveal something about Himself through His written Word you’ve never noticed before.  

Once you’ve finished reading, take a few minutes to write down your observations from Scripture. Then go back and 
read 6:1–22. Note all the specific instructions God gives Noah. You may want to count them. Why do you think God was 
so specific? Then note the promises found in 9:9–17. Ponder the way Noah fulfilled the instructions. Think about the 
promises God then gave to him. What has God asked you to do? Are you open to His request? What promises is He 
trying to remind you of?  

As you spend time in Scripture, pray that God will give you His wisdom and discernment. Pray that He will reveal 
Himself to you as Promise Keeper.   

  

 
SECTION 

 

Children engage in fun, creative activities designed to pique their curiosity about the day’s portion of The Big 
God Story. 

Option 2: Boat Building 
In reading Genesis 6:14–22, we see that God gave Noah very specific instructions for the ark he was to build to house 
his family and the animals during the flood. God had a plan to save some of every kind of animal and a remnant of 
people that would one day lead to The Promise. 

SUPPLIES  
• Blocks 

SET UP 
Place blocks on the table or floor within reach of the children.  

RELATE 
Encourage children to work together to create a boat shape from the blocks. As they work, give them simple, basic 

SMALL GROUP 



instructions such as, “Put that block on top,” “use this block in your boat,” etc. Do not take over their project but give 
enough instructions to allow you to begin your discussion. As the children continue to play, ask: How does what you’re 
doing help in building our boat? Is it easier or harder when I give you instructions? Why? Would you like more 
suggestions? 

 	 

 
SECTION 

 

Children participate in discovering God’s Word through Bible verse. 

Ponder Point: God Is a Promise Keeper 
Chloe’s Rules 
Host/Worship Leader 

SUPPLIES 
• Chloe’s Rules videos or scripts (see Resources) 
• Chloe (puppet or person) 
• Preschool program theme song 
• Worship music (suggestions: “God, You’re Big” and “Your Love,” TruWorship Your Love) 
• Optional: countdown video 

RELATE 
Welcome children as they’re entering the large group meeting area. Tech: Cue Chloe’s Rules video. The theme song 
will play as the Worship Leader/Host enters and makes his way up front, welcoming and greeting children along the 
way. This should be a high-energy entrance. Tech: Cue preschool program theme song. Choose and play two upbeat 
worship songs of your choice from a worship album that complements the theme and focus of the lesson. 

Mail Time  
Host/Worship Leader  

SUPPLIES 
• Mail Time intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• Remember Verse image (see Resources) 
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources) 
• Mail Time envelope art (see Resources) 
• Envelope (large) 
• Bibles (your personal and large children’s) 
• Mailbox 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print or copy the Mail Time envelope art and attach to a large envelope. Print or copy one Remember Verse card and 
put it inside the envelope. 

RELATE 
Tech: Cue the Mail Time intro clip and image. Choose one volunteer to hide the mail and another to find the mail. Have 
the “Seeker” close her eyes while the “Hider” finds a good place to hide the Remember Verse. Once the mail has been 
hidden, the Seeker will begin to look for the mail while children give clues to its whereabouts by calling out “hot” and 
“cold.”  

Once the Seeker finds the mail, the Host invites her to pull out the enclosed Remember Verse. Next, the Host should 
find the Remember Verse in his Bible and read the words aloud. Talk about the meaning of the verse while interacting 
with children. 

LARGE GROUP 



Lead children in reciting the Remember Verse Motions to help commit the Scripture to memory.  

Remember Verse 
The plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations. Psalm 
33:11 

Remember Verse Definitions 
firm: strong, unable to move 
purposes: goals, reasons someone does something 
generations: different ages of people 

Remember Verse Motions 
The plans: hold hands together and open up like a book 
Of the Lord: point both index fingers up to the sky 
Stand firm forever: stand fisted hands, one on top of the other and slowly bring them apart, opening hands into a piano 
playing position-see ASL sign for “firm.” 
The purposes of his heart: point to heart/chest 
Through all generations: put hand out flat, palm facing the ground and make steps with your hand by moving your 
hand upward and stopping it one time for each word to show growth in height from baby to child to adult. 

Wardrobe of Wonder  
Storyteller/Host/Worship Leader 

SUPPLIES 
• Wardrobe of Wonder intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect (see Resources) 
• What’sIt: Paintbrush (see optional image in Resources) 
• Wardrobe of Wonder 
• Small stools or chairs (2)  

What’sIt: Paintbrush 
Noah used a paintbrush to cover the ark in pitch, as God had instructed him. Today, we’ll use a paintbrush to create a 
rainbow. Our rainbow will help us remember God’s promise. 

RELATE 
Tech: Cue the Wardrobe of Wonder intro clip and image. Invite a child volunteer to “spy” on the What’sIt by peeking into 
the wardrobe. Each time the wardrobe door opens, cue the Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect. Have him whisper the 
identity of the What’sIt in your ear to ensure he knows what it is.  

Invite your assistant to sit on the stools with you. Then lead the group in asking the assistant yes-or-no questions 
about the What’sIt. Once the children have guessed correctly, ask your assistant to retrieve the What’sIt from the 
wardrobe and bring it to you. Thank your volunteer and encourage him to sit with his small group. 

ASK 
What did we find in the Wardrobe of Wonder? Children will answer. How is a paintbrush used? Children will 
respond; interact with their answers. What things can we make with a paintbrush? How do you think this will fit 
into this part of The Big God Story? Children will answer. Let’s find out, because it is time for …  

The Big God Story 
Genesis 6—9:17 
Storytelling Technique: Painting and Child Participation 

SUPPLIES 
• Optional: Storytelling video (see Resources) 
• The Big God Story intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect (see Resources) 
• Bible  
• Butcher paper (large sheet) 



• Containers (3, small, clear) 
• Paint (red, blue, and yellow; tempera or other brightly colored paint works best) 
• Bowl (medium-size) 
• Water 
• Towel 
• Paintbrushes (3) 
• Optional: large easel 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Hang the sheet of butcher paper horizontally across the stage or teaching space, either attached to the wall or an easel. 
Set the paint and towel nearby. Practice creating the rainbow ahead of time. Each type and shade of paint will mix 
differently. Be sure you can create the appropriate colors with the paint and number of brushes you plan to use. 

RELATE 
Hello, everyone! I’m so excited you’re here today! Before we go any further, let’s pray and ask God to help us 
understand what He wants to teach us today. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and ask the 
Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 

Friends, The Big God Story is all about God and His great big love for all of us. God is holy and perfect, and He 
always keeps His promises. As we learn more about how God is a promise keeper from The Big God Story, 
we’ll add some paint on this paper. At the end, you will get to tell me what you see.  
I have a special job with this paint, and I have a special job for you too! Today we’re going to hear about God’s 

promises and how He keeps His promises. Can you say that with me? God is a promise keeper! Good job. God 
is a promise keeper, and that is something to celebrate, so every time you hear me say “promise keeper,” we’ll 
have a mini celebration by clapping together. Practice a few times with children. 

Open Bible to Genesis 6:1. At the beginning of this part of The Big God Story, God was sad. He created the 
earth and all the people, but the people weren’t obeying Him. The people forgot the very important job God 
gave them: caring for one another. In fact, they were mean and hurt one another! So God decided to fill the 
earth with lots and lots of water and just wash everything away. But remember, God had promised to send a 
Savior to the world to fix the problem of sin. Dip brush into red and paint a thick red arch across top of butcher 
paper. Does God keep His promises? Children answer. Yes, He does, because God is a promise keeper. Clap with 
children and then continue with storytelling. God looked at all the people and could find only one person who was 
following Him. So God decided to save this one man and his family. The man’s name was Noah. The Bible tells 
us Noah followed God by listening to God and obeying His words.  
God told Noah to build a giant boat, called an ark. God told Noah exactly how to build this boat. It had to have 

three levels and be really, really big! Noah even needed to use a special kind of wood. Noah chopped down 
trees, sawed wood into the right sizes, and then hammered the wood together. Finally, he covered the whole 
ark, inside and out, in pitch. Pitch was a sticky kind of paint that would keep the water from leaking into the 
boat. It took Noah many years to build this huge boat. Whew, that’s a very big and important job! Noah was 
faithful to God and did everything God told him to do. Noah trusted in God because God always keeps His 
promises. Dip brush into yellow and paint over bottom half of red arch to create orange stripe. Why? Because God is 
a … Children will answer. That’s right. Because God is a promise keeper. Clap with children. When everything was 
ready, God sent all the animals to the ark. Then, Noah and his family boarded the ark, and God shut the door. 
It began to rain just as God said it would. Why? Because God is a promise keeper. Clap with children. He always 

keeps His promises, no matter what. Paint a thick yellow arch below orange. Water began to burst from the 
ground. The earth was flooding. It rained for 40 days and 40 nights! How many days? Children answer. Noah, his 
family, and the animals stayed on the ark during the flood. Finally, the rain stopped! God said it wouldn’t rain 
forever. Can we trust God’s words? Children answer. Yes! Why? Because God is a promise keeper. Clap with 
children. He always does what He says He will do. Dip brush into blue and paint over bottom half of yellow arch to 
create green stripe. Now Noah and his family had to wait for the earth to dry out. Do you think Noah and his 
family must have trusted God and obeyed Him even as they waited? Children will answer. I think so too!  
…When it was finally time to leave the ark, the family had been inside for more than a year! That’s a long time! 

I’m sure they were happy to be out of the ark. The best part was that God kept His promise to save Noah and 
his family, because God is a promise keeper. Clap with children and then paint a thick blue arch. As soon as he 
could, Noah offered a sacrifice of worship to God. A sacrifice is when you give God something special. Noah 
wanted to show God how thankful he was. He wanted to give God a gift.  



God made a covenant with Noah and all living creatures on earth. A covenant is a special kind of promise. It 
means you’re going to do what you say you’ll do, no matter what. God promised He would never flood the 
entire earth again. Never again would everything die like it had in the flood. Dip brush into red and paint over 
bottom half of blue arch to create purple stripe. God decided to give the people of the world a special sign to 
remind them of this promise. What do you think that sign is? Wait for children to respond. Yes, God gave us the 
sign of a rainbow. Each time we see a rainbow in the sky, we can remember that God always keeps His 
promises. Why? Children will answer. Because God is a promise keeper. Clap with children. And do you know 
what else? Each time a rainbow is in the sky … God sees it too. He remembers the promise He made to us! God 
is a promise keeper!  

 

 
SECTION 

 

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through creative activities and games. 

Wonder Questions 
Small Group Enhancements, coloring pages, and discussion questions help your group go deeper into today’s portion of 
The Big God Story. 

SUPPLIES 
• Wonder Questions coloring pages (see Resources) 
• TruWonder Small Group Enhancements timeline and images (see Resources) 
• Scissors 
• Crayons 

RELATE 
Noah trusted God and followed His instructions to build an ark. After God flooded the entire earth, He made a 
special promise to Noah and all living creatures to never flood the earth again. The rainbow is God’s reminder 
that He is a promise keeper. 

I wonder … How did Noah and his family feel living on the ark for so long? 
I wonder … What did Noah think when he heard God’s promise and saw the rainbow? 
I wonder … How will I feel now when I see a rainbow? 

 

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing may be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

SUPPLIES 
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources) 
• At Home Weekly: Lesson 4 (see Resources) 
• Bible 

RELATE 
Today, send your little ones out with a blessing by praying Scripture over them. The time of blessing is an opportunity 
for children to practice another physical posture of worship. Invite each small group to stand in a circle. Walk around the 
circles, placing your hand on each child’s shoulder and reciting the blessing. 

(Child’s name), whenever you see a rainbow, may you remember that God is a promise keeper!  
Send home Remember Verse cards and the At Home Weekly with your kids. 

SMALL GROUP 


