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Group 

09/12/21 
Lesson 2 
Bible Passage: Genesis 2—

3 
(The Fall) 
 
 
 
 

 
God Is Holy 
Remember Verse 

The plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart 
through all generations. Psalm 33:11 

LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

The longer I was in South Africa, the less I found myself praying and reading God’s Word. I was too overwhelmed with 
the pain and brokenness filling the slums. Faced with the harsh realities of AIDS, abandoned children, witchcraft, and 
incredible abuse, my faith was challenged as never before. Where was God in the midst of such atrocities? How in the 
world does a holy and just God—a God who is love—allow such inexplicable suffering?  

As my time in Africa was coming to a close, I felt we had accomplished little. In the grand scheme of things, did our 
prayers in the townships even matter? Did it end the suffering? No. I looked up at the night sky. Amidst a pitch-black 
sky, from horizon to horizon stretched a strip of stars on a swirling deep purple-and-tan backdrop—more than I had ever 
seen in my life. My jaw dropped. I heard my teammate come up from behind and ask, “Erika, do you know what you’re 
looking at?” I confessed that I did not. He responded, “The Milky Way.” 

I wasn’t just looking at stars. I was looking directly at, and through, our galaxy. The grandeur of that sight was a 
reminder to me of God’s power. I could feel myself shrinking in the light of His majesty. In that moment, I was reminded 
that my ways are not His ways; God’s ways are perfect. He is other. Holy. And yet God is not distant or removed from 
the brokenness of this world. Although I cannot fix the brokenness and hurting, I was reminded that He is able. He 
allowed me to glimpse His universe. And once again, I was filled with hope and faith. If He can create, then He can 
repair. He is holy. 

Erika Abdelatif  
ROCKHARBOR Church 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

Set apart, unblemished, and without flaw—this is holiness. This is our God. In the second and third chapters of Genesis, 
He is hailed “the LORD God” 20 times. In Hebrew, this name is known as Yahweh Elohim. Yahweh means “the existing 



one.” God is identified as the originator of all things. To the Israelites, the name held so much glory and reverence that it 
was never spoken or transcribed. It was too holy even to be uttered.  

The language used in the creation account points to God’s divine nature. God creatively and actively moved in 
nature—specifically, with a human couple created in His image. He walked, talked, and communed with them in perfect 
relationship. He entrusted them with the ministry of overseeing His creation.  

Unfortunately, this perfect relationship was broken. The serpent blatantly contradicted God’s commands by claiming 
to Adam and Eve they would become “like God” when they ate a forbidden fruit. What they failed to recognize was the 
embedded deceit in the serpent’s claims. Adam and Eve had no need to become like God. They held a position with the 
Lord unlike any other created being. Humans are the only created beings made in God’s image.  

Even in the midst of God’s holiness, He extends His mercy to us through Christ. We’re given power and authority 
over creation in order to proclaim and advance God’s gospel. We’re given a charge and a responsibility that could only 
be entrusted to sinful humans by means of a holy God’s grace. 

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

God is holy. He is absolutely perfect and set apart from all other creation. Despite His holiness, however, He desires to 
be in relationship with created beings. Unfortunately, we’re not perfect and are therefore distanced from God. The good 
news is, God sent His Son to offer us an opportunity to be brought back into relationship. 

First Peter 1:15–16 says, “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, 
because I am holy.’” Take a moment and write down the things about God that remind you of His holiness. Next, 
consider the life of Jesus. How did He demonstrate holiness in His daily life? Now recall your own life. How has God 
revealed Himself to you? Finally, pray that God would search your heart. Take some time to be still before God. Pause 
and listen for His response. Ask that He would give you direction in pursuing righteousness in the midst of whatever He 
brings to your mind. 

  

 
SECTION 

 

Children engage in fun, creative activities designed to pique their curiosity about the day’s portion of The Big 
God Story.  

Option 2: Repairing the Broken 
When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, their perfect relationship with God was broken. But God’s love for us is so 
strong He made a way for us to be in relationship with Him again. The broken pieces of our relationship with God can be 
made whole again when we say “yes” to following His holy and perfect Son, Jesus! 

SUPPLIES  
• Table and floor puzzles (large pieces) 

SET UP 
Place puzzles out where children can interact with them. 

RELATE 
Sit with the children as they explore the puzzles and begin to put them together. Ask open-ended questions as they 
work together to repair the broken images. What do you think this is going to be a picture of? Is it easy or hard to 
see the picture when the puzzle is unfinished, or broken? Have you ever thought of an unfinished puzzle as 
being broken? Have you ever broken something? Would you mind telling us what you broke? How did you 
feel? Did it look different after it was broken? Were you able to fix it and use it again? Was it the same? 

SMALL GROUP 



 	 

 
SECTION 

 

Children participate in discovering God’s Word through Bible verse. 

Ponder Point: God is Holy 
Chloe’s Rules 
Host/Worship Leader 

SUPPLIES 
• Chloe’s Rules videos or scripts (see Resources) 
• Chloe (puppet or person) 
• Preschool program theme song 
• Worship music (suggestions: “We Believe” and “To Live for You,” TruWorship Songs from the Playhouse) 
• Optional: countdown video 

RELATE 
Welcome children as they’re entering the large group meeting area. Tech: Cue Chloe’s Rules video. The theme song 
will play as the Worship Leader/Host enters and makes his way up front, welcoming and greeting children along the 
way. This should be a high-energy entrance. Tech: Cue preschool program theme song. Choose and play two upbeat 
worship songs of your choice from a worship album that complements the theme and focus of the lesson. 

Mail Time  
Host/Worship Leader  

SUPPLIES 
• Mail Time intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• Remember Verse image (see Resources) 
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources) 
• Mail Time envelope art (see Resources) 
• Envelope (large) 
• Bibles (your personal and large children’s) 
• Mailbox 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print or copy the Mail Time envelope art and attach to a large envelope. Print or copy one Remember Verse card and 
put it inside the envelope. 

RELATE 
Tech: Cue the Mail Time intro clip and image. Choose one volunteer to hide the mail and another to find the mail. Have 
the “Seeker” close her eyes while the “Hider” finds a good place to hide the Remember Verse. Once the mail has been 
hidden, the Seeker will begin to look for the mail while children give clues to its whereabouts by calling out “hot” and 
“cold.”  

Once the Seeker finds the mail, the Host invites her to pull out the enclosed Remember Verse. Next, the Host should 
find the Remember Verse in his Bible and read the words aloud. Talk about the meaning of the verse while interacting 
with children. 

Lead children in reciting the Remember Verse Motions to help commit the Scripture to memory.  

Remember Verse 
The plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations. Psalm 

LARGE GROUP 



33:11 

Remember Verse Definitions 
firm: strong, unable to move 
purposes: goals, reasons someone does something 
generations: different ages of people 

Remember Verse Motions 
The plans: hold hands together and open up like a book 
Of the LORD: point both index fingers up to the sky 
Stand firm forever: stand fisted hands, one on top of the other and slowly bring them apart, opening hands into a piano 
playing position-see ASL sign for “firm.” 
The purposes of his heart: point to heart/chest 
Through all generations: put hand out flat, palm facing the ground and make steps with your hand by moving your 
hand upward and stopping it one time for each word to show growth in height from baby to child to adult. 

Wardrobe of Wonder  
Storyteller/Host/Worship Leader 

SUPPLIES 
• Wardrobe of Wonder intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect (see Resources) 
• What’sIt: Broken Toy (see optional image in Resources) 
• Wardrobe of Wonder 
• Small stools or chairs (2)  

What’sIt: Broken Toy  
In the garden, Adam and Eve enjoyed a perfect relationship with God. But when they chose to disobey God and His 
command, their close connection was broken; they couldn’t experience the same intimacy with God. God’s holiness 
prevents Him from being in relationship with sinful beings. However, that same holiness allowed God to devise a plan to 
restore their relationship through a Savior.  

RELATE 
Tech: Cue the Wardrobe of Wonder intro clip and image. Invite a child volunteer to “spy” on the What’sIt by peeking into 
the wardrobe. Each time the wardrobe door opens, cue the Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect. Have him whisper the 
identity of the What’sIt in your ear to ensure he knows what it is.  

Invite your assistant to sit on the stools with you. Then lead the group in asking the assistant yes-or-no questions 
about the What’sIt. Once the children have guessed correctly, ask your assistant to retrieve the What’sIt from the 
wardrobe and bring it to you. Thank your volunteer and encourage him to sit with his small group. 

ASK 
What did you find in the Wardrobe of Wonder? Children might answer “a toy.” Hmmm … is there anything wrong 
with this toy? If you’re using an electronic toy without batteries, attempt to demonstrate how the toy works. What do 
you think might have happened? Interact with their responses. What do you do with broken toys? Children answer. 
Are they as much fun? How do you think this toy might be related to The Big God Story? Pause for children to 
answer. Let’s find out, because it’s time for …  

The Big God Story 
Genesis 2—3 
Storytelling Technique: Active Listening and Props 

SUPPLIES 
• The Big God Story intro clip and image (see Resources) 
• Wardrobe of Wonder sound effect (see Resources) 
• The Big God Story images: Sun and Moon, Plants and Animals, Adam and Eve, The Garden, Tree in Garden, 

Hiding, New Clothes (see Resources) 
• Garden Ambience sound effect (see Resources) 



• Bible  

RELATE 
Friends, God is holy. What do you think holy means? Pause for children to answer; interact with their responses. 
Holy means that God is set apart—not like anyone or anything else. He is perfect and never sins. He never 
makes mistakes or bad choices. Before we start the next part of The Big God Story, let’s pray and ask God to 
teach us. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 

In the beginning of the story, God made the whole world and everything in it. Tech: Cue Sun and Moon image. 
He created the sun and the moon (tech: Cue Plants and Animals image), and all the plants and animals! Tech: Cue 
Adam and Eve image. He also created the very first people. They were named Adam and Eve. God gave them a 
very special job. He gave them the responsibility of caring for the world He created.  
Tech: Cue Garden Ambience sound effect and The Garden image simultaneously. Adam and Eve lived in a perfect 

and beautiful garden called Eden. There they walked and talked with God. He was always near them. There was 
no pain or sadness. Nothing ever died. Tech: Fade out Garden Ambience sound effect. 

When God created people, He gave us the ability to make choices. Just like you and I make choices, Adam and 
Eve did too. They could choose to make good choices, and they could also choose to make bad choices. They 
could choose to obey God or disobey Him. God gave Adam and Eve one rule. Hold up one finger and ask children 
to do the same. Just one! What do you think He told them? Tech: Cue Tree in Garden image. Encourage children to 
answer. He told them not to eat the fruit from one tree in the garden. Hold your finger up again and shake it as to 
say no; invite children to do the same. They could eat the fruit from any other tree or plant … but just not that one 
tree! If they chose to eat this fruit, they would die.  
Well, one day, a serpent spoke to Eve. He lied to her and told her that if she ate the fruit, she would become 

like God. Eve believed the lie and made a big mistake. What do you think she did? Children answer. She chose 
to disobey God and eat the fruit. Pretend to take a bite out of a piece of fruit and invite children to do the same. Then 
Adam ate the fruit. Repeat the pretend act of biting into a piece of fruit with children. Do you think they made a good 
choice or a bad choice? Children answer. Sadly, they made a bad choice. Make a sad face and invite children to do 
the same. 

As soon as Adam and Eve chose to eat the fruit, everything changed. Why did things change? Encourage 
children to respond. Good thinking. Because when Adam and Eve disobeyed God, sin entered the world. Things 
were no longer perfect like they had been before.  
Adam and Eve used to walk (invite children to stand and pretend to walk) and talk with God. Encourage children to 

sit back down. Tech: Cue Hiding image. Now, they hid from Him. Hide your eyes with your hands and invite children to 
do the same. Why do you think they hid? Children answer. They knew they had disobeyed, and they were 
ashamed. It was a very sad day. Make a sad face with children. 

Because they disobeyed God, they had to find a new place to live. They could no longer live in the garden. 
And, their special friendship with God was broken. You see, God is holy and perfect, and because He is holy, 
He can’t walk, talk, or be with unholy people.  
Hey, this makes me think of what we found in the Wardrobe of Wonder. Tech: Cue Wardrobe of Wonder sound 

effect. Has something you loved ever broken? Maybe it was a toy or doll like this. Think for a second about what 
it was like to play with that toy before it broke. Remember how fun it was? What happened when it broke? 
Children respond. Things changed. You couldn’t spend time with that toy in the same way. It didn’t work the way 
it was made to work, right? How did you feel when your toy broke? You probably felt really sad and wished it 
could be like it was before.  
The same was true with Adam and Eve. God had a perfect friendship with Adam and Eve, but when they 

sinned everything changed. Invite children to make a sad face with you. Do you think God loved them any less, 
even though they had disobeyed Him? No way! He loved them just as much as He did before. You see, God is 
unlike anyone or anything else. He is holy. Because God is holy—set apart—He loved them even when they 
sinned. He loved them so much, in fact, that the Bible says He made them special clothes to wear. Pretend to put 
on some clothes and invite children to do the same. Tech: Cue New Clothes image. God wanted to protect them. He 
wanted them to be ready for their life outside the garden.  
Now, is that the end of the story? Children respond. No! God’s love is so big, and He had a plan. God made a 

way for the people of the world to be with Him forever and ever. Because God is holy, we know that He kept His 
promise. Do you know who this Promise is? Children answer. That’s right; it’s Jesus! Because God sent Jesus—
His holy and perfect Son—to die on the cross, we can be with God forever and ever because He paid the price 



for our sin. God is good. He is unlike anyone or anything else! 

Worship as Response 
RELATE 
Friends, we just learned that God is holy. He is perfect and unlike anyone or anything else. He has made a way 
for us to be with Him forever. Is there anything you would want to say to our Holy God? Pause and take a few 
moments to pray with the kids. Encourage them to have some quiet time talking with God. Close this time of prayer, and 
then transition into the next section. 

  

 

SECTION 

 

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through creative activities and games. 

Wonder Questions 
Small Group Enhancements, coloring pages, and discussion questions help your group go deeper into today’s portion of 
The Big God Story. 

SUPPLIES 
• Wonder Questions coloring pages (see Resources) 
• TruWonder Small Group Enhancements timeline and images (see Resources) 
• Scissors 
• Crayons 

RELATE 
In this part of The Big God Story, we heard about life in the garden. Adam and Eve had a wonderful and close 
relationship with God. But that relationship was broken when they chose to disobey God. Things changed 
forever. But God’s love is so big He made a way for us to be with Him forever and ever through His Son, Jesus. 

I wonder … What would be my favorite part about living in the garden? 
I wonder … How did Adam and Eve feel when God gave them clothes? 
I wonder … Why is it good that God is holy? 

 

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing may be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

SUPPLIES 
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources) 
• At Home Weekly: Lesson 3 (see Resources) 
• Bible  

RELATE 
Today, send your little ones out with a blessing by praying Scripture over them. The time of blessing is an opportunity 
for children to practice another physical posture of worship. Read the Remember Verse over the children. Then tell the 
children that you are going to pray the blessing over them, and at the end, they can respond by shouting, “God Is Holy!” 
Repeat. 

Children, may you grow into God’s image. As you follow God, may you know God’s holiness.  
Send home Remember Verse cards and the At Home Weekly with your kids. 

SMALL GROUP 


