
9/6/20 Fall Lesson 2 
Bible Passage: Genesis 11—12; 15 
(Tower of Babel and Abram) 
 

God Is Worthy of Worship 
Remember Verse 

The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not 
grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. Isaiah 40:28 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in 
their lives 

My friend had asked me to lead worship at her wedding in front of 800 guests. But the morning 
of the event, a tickle in my throat turned into a bad cough, which eventually ruined my voice. I 
found the bride’s mother minutes before the service and told her that someone else needed to 
lead. 

She took my hands and smiled. “It’s okay,” she said. 

“No, really,” I replied. “I can’t do it.”  

Again, she smiled. “You’ll be fine,” she said calmly. 

When I started singing, my voice sounded like sheet metal dragged over gravel. But before I 
could finish the first few notes, the cathedral swelled with voices. Accents from every continent 
sang God’s praises. Tears flooded my eyes and I shook, overwhelmed by God’s presence. My 
friend’s mom hadn’t been dismissing my worry; she’d been reminding me that God would lead 
these people in worship—not me. He is so very worthy of our worship. 

 
Jeff Given 
Presbyterian Church of the Master 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

God is worthy of our worship. He designed us with a natural desire to worship, but it’s what or 
whom we worship that defines us. The people in Genesis 11 worshipped the sun, moon, and 
stars—but they didn’t stop there. In verse 4, we read that the people said, “Come, let us build 
ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for 
ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 

Interestingly, verse 5 says, “The LORD came down to see the city and the tower the people 
were building.” God was angry about their efforts, so He confused their language and “scattered 
them over the face of the whole earth” (v. 9).  



In a city named Ur, the people worshipped a moon god. And in Ur there lived a man named 
Abram. Abram’s family and nation were, no doubt, also devoted to various gods and 
goddesses—just like the people we hear about in Genesis 11. In Genesis 12, God told Abram, 
“Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you” (v. 
1). In God’s salvation plan, it makes sense that He would want Abram to sever ties with his 
familial and national gods and worship the one true God instead.  

Abram, whose name God would later change to Abraham, did nothing to deserve this special 
call or blessing. God singled out Abram and his family so He could have a people for Himself. 
God called Abram to make a great nation of people who would worship only Him, and from 
Abram’s family line the promised Christ would come and redeem mankind forever. 

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in 
God’s Word 

God is worthy of our worship, and He created us to worship Him—not just on our own but also 
in community. In fact, when Scripture speaks of worship, it mostly speaks of worshipping within 
community. 

To prepare for this lesson, spend time worshipping with close friends, family members, or 
other people in your faith community. Find a friend who plays an instrument and sing hymns 
together. Take turns proclaiming God’s name. Thank Him for His provision in your life and for the 
gifts of family and friends. Remember together how wonderful it is to worship God in the context 
of a faith community.  

As you worship, pray for the children in your ministry to be inspired to worship God together. 
Pray their parents will lead their families into times of worship in their homes this week and 
throughout their lives.  

 

 

SECTION 

 

Children engage in fun, creative activities designed to pique their curiosity about the 
day’s portion of The Big God Story. 

During The Big God Story, your kids will hear that God caused many people to speak in different 
languages. Through these EXPLORE activities, your kids will decode secret messages.  

Decode the Secret Messages  
SUPPLIES 
• Secret Messages template (see Resources) 
• Pencils or pens 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print one copy of the Secret Messages template for each child. 

SMALL GROUP 



RELATE 
As the children arrive, invite each one to take a Secret Messages template and a pencil or pen. 
Encourage the kids to use the key to decode the secret messages. 

What do you think it would have been like to try to decode the secret messages 
without the key? Invite responses. Have you ever read something and had a hard time 
understanding what it meant? Or have you ever read something in a language you didn’t 
know? Invite responses. In today’s part of The Big God Story, we’ll hear how God changed 
one language into many languages so that people couldn’t understand one another. 

 

SECTION 

 

Children participate in discovering God’s Word through Bible verse memorization, 
interactive storytelling techniques, and worship as response. 

Traditions and Remember Verse 
SUPPLIES 
• Remember Verse image (see Resources) 
• Remember Verse animation (see Resources) 
• Mementos for your church Traditions (rocks, marbles, gum balls, etc.) 

RELATE 
Give the children mementos (such as rocks, marbles, or blocks) for accomplishments such as 
memorizing the Remember Verse or bringing their Bibles. Have them put the objects into a 
clear container or add them to a structure, 
and celebrate when it’s complete. 

This week’s Remember Verse focuses on a character trait of God that’s highlighted in today’s 
portion of The Big God Story. 

The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will 
not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. Isaiah 
40:28 

Connect 
QUESTION 
If you could own just one thing, what would it be? 

The Big God Story 
Bible Passage: Genesis 11—12; 15 
Storytelling Technique: Props, Key Words, Images, and Audio 
God Is Worthy of Worship 

SUPPLIES 
• Timeline image (see Resources) 
• Timeline animation (see Resources) 
• Images: Ziggurat, Altar (see Resources) 

LARGE GROUP 



• Audio: Building with Bricks, Rocks Being Stacked  
(see Resources) 

• Bibles 
• Shoe or gift boxes (15, any size) 
• Butcher paper (2 colors—1 color, enough to wrap 7 boxes, and the other color, enough to 

wrap 8 boxes) 
• Scissors 
• Tape 
• Marker 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Cover seven boxes in one color of paper and eight boxes in the other color of paper. On each 
box of the first color, write one of the following words or phrases: “Disobey,” “Turn Away,” 
“Shinar,” “False Gods,” “Me,” “Tall Tower,” and “Babel.” On each box of the second color, write 
one of the following words or phrases: “Big Plan,” “Abram,” “New Nation,” “Worship,” 
“Descendants,” “Promise,” “Jesus,” and “Altar.” Arrange the boxes in the teaching space in a 
way that will pique the kids’ curiosity. 

RELATE 
Look up at the ceiling. Pretend to be counting or calculating the distance from the floor to the 
ceiling. How tall do you think this ceiling is? Invite responses. Good guesses. If I need to 
get up to the ceiling, what would be the best way? Pause for answers. Good thoughts! 
What about the building we’re in—how tall do you think it is? Interact with responses. 

Many years ago, in The Big God Story, a group of people decided they wanted to be able 
to reach up to the heavens. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The 
first people lived in perfect relationship with Him until they chose to disobey Him, and sin 
came into the world. When sin came into the world, it broke the people’s perfect 
relationship with God. But God, our Creator, loves His people very much. He promised to 
send a Redeemer to save people from sin and heal their relationship with God. God is 
amazing and worthy of worship! Before we hear more, let’s pray together. Lead the kids in 
a Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 
Years passed, and the people of the world continued to disobey God. They began to 

worship pretend gods. On one side of your speaking area, place the “Disobey” box on the floor 
near the front of the stage to create the base of your tower. On top of it, place the “Turn Away” 
box. Make sure the words face the children. You see, God is worthy of worship. But after 
people started sinning, they also became confused and started to worship false gods. 
They even started to worship themselves! This happened to the people who lived in an 
area called Shinar. Place the “Shinar” box on the tower with the word facing the kids. 

The people living in the land of Shinar could have chosen to worship the one true God 
because He’s worthy of worship, but they didn’t. They chose to worship false gods and 
themselves. Place the “False Gods” and “Me” boxes on the tower. Invite the kids to turn to 
Genesis 11 and follow along as you read verse 4. The people wanted to be famous, so they 
started to build a huge tower. The building may have looked something like this. Tech: 
Cue Ziggurat image and Building with Bricks audio. Place the “Tall Tower” box on the tower.  

God came down to see the tower. Read verse 7 aloud while the kids follow along. Imagine 
that! How weird would it be if you were standing at the top of a ziggurat and said to your 
friend, “Hand me a brick!” but your words came out in German—“Gib mir einen 
Backstein” (geeb-meer-eye-nen-back-schtein)—or French—“Donnez-moi une brique” (doo-
nay-mwah-oon-breek). Do you think you would be able to finish building if you couldn’t 
speak your friend’s language? Invite responses. Probably not! So, by confusing their 
languages, God kept the tower and the city from being built. Invite a volunteer to read 



verses 8–9 aloud. The place was called Babel, which means “confused.” Place the “Babel” 
box on the tower. And God scattered the people all over the earth.  
After the people scattered, God revealed a plan to send a Redeemer to fix people’s 

broken relationship with Him. God called a man named Abram to be a part of His big plan. 
On one side of your speaking area, place the boxes that say “Big Plan” and “Abram” on the floor, 
side by side, to create the base of your altar. Keep the words facing the children. Abram lived in 
a place called Ur with his nephew Lot and his wife, Sarai. 
One night, God spoke to Abram. Invite kids to turn to Genesis 12:1–3. Read these verses 

aloud. God had a special promise for Abram. He called Abram to leave the country he 
knew so God could start a new nation of people who would worship only Him because He 
is worthy of worship. Place the boxes that say “New Nation” and “Worship” on the altar. So 
Abram obeyed God and followed Him to a land called Canaan (Genesis 12:5). Have the kids 
stand and march in place for a moment. Then have them sit down. 

Later, God told Abram He would give him so many descendants, or family members, that 
counting them would be like trying to count the stars in the sky (Genesis 15:5). Have the 
kids look up for a moment as if they’re trying to count the stars in the sky. Then have them sit 
down. God also promised to give them a land to live in (15:7). Wow! Place the 
“Descendants” and “Promise” boxes on altar. Abram believed God and worshipped Him right 
there by building something called an altar. Tech: Cue Altar image and Rocks Being Stacked 
audio. Abram worshipped God because He is wonderful, powerful, and mighty. God is 
worthy of worship. 

Leader Tip 
In Genesis 17, God changed Abram’s name to “Abraham,” which means “father of many.” He 
also changed Sarai’s name to “Sarah.” Let your kids know that Abram and Sarai are also 
known as Abraham and Sarah in The Big God Story. 

Stand behind the tower of boxes. The people at Babel worshipped false gods and 
themselves. Stand behind the altar of boxes. Abram worshipped God by building an altar 
and choosing to obey Him. Stand behind the tower again. At Babel, the people only cared 
about themselves. Stand behind the altar again. So, from Abram—whose name God 
would later change to Abraham—God started a family line from which the Redeemer 
would eventually be born. God knew that this Redeemer, Jesus Christ, would turn 
people’s hearts back to God so they would worship only Him. 
Add the “Jesus” and “Altar” boxes to the altar, creating a fourth and final layer. God had 

a plan to bring people into relationship with Him so they could worship Him alone. He is 
worthy of all worship and praise! Share a personal story about a time in your life when 
you realized God is the only One worthy of your worship. 
 

SECTION 

 

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through creative 
activities and games.  

Reflect: God Is Worthy of Worship 
Encourage the kids to open their Bibles and read the suggested passages. 



Questions for Younger Kids 
• How did the first people break their perfect relationship with God? Genesis 3:6 

• How did God restore this relationship? John 3:16 

• What did the people in Shinar decide to do to make themselves famous? Genesis 
11:4 

• What did God do to stop the people from building the tower? Genesis 11:7–8 

• Why did God call Abram to leave his family? Genesis 12:1–3 

• What does God say about worshipping other things or people? Luke 4:8 

• How can we worship God together? 

Questions for Older Kids 
• How did the first people break their perfect relationship with God? Genesis 3:6 

• How did God restore this relationship? John 3:16 

• What did the people in Shinar decide to do to make themselves famous? Genesis 
11:4 

• What did God do to stop the people from building the tower? Genesis 11:7–8 

• What are some ways people today worship themselves? 

• Why did God call Abram to leave his family? Genesis 12:1–3 

• Why does God give us the desire to worship Him? 

• How can we worship God together? 

• How can we worship God by ourselves? 

 

 

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing 
may be prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.  

SUPPLIES 
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources) 
 
RELATE 
Invite your children to participate in a call-and-response time based on Psalm 146. Tell kids that 
each time you pause, they can respond with these words: “Praise Him, for He is good!” 

Leader: Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, my soul. I will praise the LORD all my life; I will 
sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
Children: Praise Him, for He is good! 
Leader: Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD 
their God. He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them—he 
remains faithful forever. 
Children: Praise Him, for He is good! 
Leader: He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The LORD 
sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those who are 



bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous. 
Children: Praise Him, for He is good! 
Leader: The LORD watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the 
widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. The LORD reigns forever, your God, O 
Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD. 
All: Praise Him, for He is good! 
Finally, end with this blessing.  

May you remember this week that God is worthy of your praise and worship. 
 


