
 
         

 

2022 
The Unfiltered History of the LCMS 
This 4 session bible study will cover the history of the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod.  We will address not only how the church was 
founded but also address the challenges and joys our church body 
experienced throughout its history.  We hope to see you 
there.  (Please note that we will be recording each class, in case you 
are not able to join us.) 
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Faith Child Care and Nursery School 
2576 Browncroft Boulevard, Rochester, New York 14625-1530 

Phone:  (585) 381-3970                                                                                      Phone:  (585) 385-2360 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thur, 9am-4pm; Fri, 9am-12pm                         Hours:  7:00am-5:30pm 

 

Website:  www.faithpenfield.org                                                                  Website:  https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care  

 

Church Staff and Faith Child Care Staff 

 
SENIOR PASTOR 
Rev. Ben Braun                               
ext. 13  
pastorben@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0143  
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, YOUTH, 

COMMUNICATIONS & LIVESTREAM 

MINISTRIES 
Rev. Peter Johnson                         
ext. 16 
peter@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0146       
 
CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 
Shannon Wolf 
sundayschool@faithpenfield.org 
Stephanie Johnson 
vbs@faithpenfield.org  
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ ORGANIST 
Dianne Christensen                  
ext. 17 
dianne@faithpenfield.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC  
Elizabeth Balentine                 
ext. 11 
elizabeth@faithpenfield.org  
 
OFFICE 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
Kris Cronk                                        

ext. 10 
secretary@faithpenfield.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
Kay Gerlach                            
ext. 12  
finance@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0142  
 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MANAGER 
Kurt Finkbeiner                       
ext. 15 
building@faithpenfield.org  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Mari-Beth Schembri 
381-3970 ext. 21 
mbschembri@fccnschildcare.com  
Direct Line 485-0151 
 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND 
OPERATIONS 
Lori Connolly  
381-3970 ext. 20 
laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com 
Direct Line 485-0150

 
Traditional Worship---8:30 AM Sundays  In-House and Livestreamed 

Contemporary Worship---10:45 AM Sundays In-House and Livestreamed 

Holy Communion Celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays  

 

Christian Education Opportunities 
Sunday School Classes (Age 3 through Grade 6), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Jr. FLY Confirmation (Youth in grades 7-8), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Sr. FLY Bible Class (Youth in grades 9-12), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Sunday Night FLY (Youth in grades 7-12), 2nd & 4th Sundays, 7-8:45pm 

Adult Bible Study Class – In-person and Livestreamed classes, Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

 

 

http://www.faithpenfield.org/
https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care
mailto:pastorben@faithpenfield.org
mailto:sundayschool@faithpenfield.org
mailto:vbs@faithpenfield.org
mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
mailto:finance@faithpenfield.org
mailto:building@faithpenfield.org
mailto:mbschembri@fccnschildcare.com
mailto:laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com
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Pastor Ben’s Corner 
“What mask are you wearing?” 

 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.”  
– Romans 12:2 

 
I know that everyone has a different stance when it comes to 
Halloween.  I have neighbors and friends who love to decorate their 

homes and buy extravagant costumes to wear.  Now, while my family doesn’t tend to do too much in 
recognition of Halloween, there is one event that we do participate in, it is our annual children’s 
ministry event, Trunk or Treat.   
 
I love seeing people decorate their cars with different themes, I love seeing the costumes and especially 
the smiles of the children, playing games and probably sneaking an extra piece of candy when their 
parents aren’t looking.  As I sit here thinking about this upcoming event (taking place on October 29th), I 
can’t help but also think about the fact that each of us wears many different “masks” in our lives. 
 
Now I am not talking about physical masks, what I am talking about is the fact that we often put forward 
different aspects of our personalities for different situations.  For example, there is the way we act at 
work, as opposed to when we are at home.  Or we talk one way with our spouse and another with our 
children.  I am sure all of us act the same at home as we do at church, right?   
 
On some level it is necessary, after all our spouse should know us in a different way than our children.  
Our focus at church should be different than when we do our chores at home.  We have different 
expectations at work than at home.  The list could go on and on of the different masks that we wear. 
 
And yet there is one mask that we should never remove and that is the one given to us by Christ: the 
one of our Christian identity.  You see this is the aspect of our lives that should apply to all areas of our 
lives. The reason is, is because the moment that Jesus Christ claimed your and my hearts through the 
waters of baptism, our entire identity in the eyes of God changed.  He no longer viewed us and the sin 
we carry, rather He sees our identity as that of His one and only Son, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Our full identity is bound up in Christ Jesus and who He has proclaimed us to be, the forgiven and 
beloved sons and daughters of God.  When we are at church, our mask is Christ.  At home, at work, with 
our spouse, with our children and with our friends, our mask is Christ.  We are called to live our faith in 
all aspects of our lives. 
 
And so, this Halloween when you see all the various masks covering the faces of children, remember 
this profound truth: you have been given more than a mask, you have been given an identity. And it’s an 
identity that is sweeter than even a full size candy bar, for it is the identity of Christ. 

 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
><>Pastor Ben 
 



Faith Lutheran Church October 2022 Faith Notes 

  4 

Israel Trip Update – The trip to Israel for anyone interested is still “on” and 
we’re about half full as of mid-August. If you’re desiring more information 
you may call or email Lyle Heggemeier at 585-690-2930 and 
lheggemeier@gmail.com and he’ll answer your questions. There are also 
brochures giving you all of the details of the trip at the Information Center 

in the Concourse. This trip will be a “spiritual journey” as we’ll prepare in advance of the trip by 
studying and sharing with each other and then we’ll be in God’s Word together at each place we stop in 
Israel. You’ll come back renewed (and exhausted) and read the Bible in an all new way! This will be the 
trip of a lifetime!  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Adult Education 
The Unfiltered History of the LCMS 
This 4 session bible study in October will cover the history of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  We 
will address not only how the church was founded but also address the challenges and joys our church 
body experienced throughout its history.  We hope to see you there. 
Pastor Ben  (Please note that we will be recording each class, in case you are not able to join us.) 
 
Stranger on the Road to Emmaus, continues.  New insights have been gleaned from the author, John 

Cross, after conversations regarding his gathering of materials for the book.  A quick 
review of the chapters already covered will bring all up to speed on the book's 
direction.  Join us for discussion on how Jesus may have opened the disciples' eyes as they 
walked.   
Diane Van Auken 
 

 
A new ministry has begun called SOLA - Strength of Living Alone.  It is targeted for adults who are 
single or live alone.  We are starting with 2 events to be held monthly. 

 
On the 2nd Friday of each month we will meet at 11:30 for lunch at a restaurant.  Each 
individual will pay their own bill.  Donna Kaser will send out an email each month to let 
you know the specific restaurant.  We will need to know if you are coming so we can 
alert the restaurant and have enough seats for everyone.  If you are interested please 
email Donna to get on the contact list. 
 

On the 4th Tuesday of the month we will meet at Faith in the Community Room 
from 2:30 to 4:00 for game time.  It's a "come if you can" event and no 
"reservations" are required.  If you have a game you want to play, bring it. There 
will probably be a couple different games going on at once.  
 
If you have any questions or want more information please email Donna Kaser at dontshop@gmail.com 
or call or text 259-6488. 

 
The Women’s Book Group will be meeting on Thursday, October 6, 2022, at 7:00 to 
discuss Jodi Picoult’s novel, The Book of Two Ways. Come join us in the Community Room 
for another lively discussion.  
For more information contact Rae Usinger (381-1391 home; 738-9345 cell) or  

Barb Riethmeier (381-0779 home; 704-8459 cell).                

mailto:lheggemeier@gmail.com
javascript:window.top.openSendEmail('dontshop@gmail.com','','','');
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The Dorcas Group is beginning again! We are meeting on Thursday October 13th at 
11:30 am in Room 204. Please bring your lunch and join us for some socializing and 
making of pillows, bears, walker bags and shirt savers. Everyone is welcome to join us.  
Contact Laurie Ebbecke at 671-7285  or Karen Wright at 377-4414  with any questions  

                                       
Parents of Young Kids Small Group 
Do you have young kids under 10 years old? Are you looking for support from other parents going 
through the same things you are? If so, come check out this new small group for 
parents of young kids!  Pastor Peter and Steph Johnson are leading this group 
and hosting the next get-together in the FLY Room & Nursery at church on 
Wed, Oct. 26 @ 6-7:30pm.  Dinner & childcare will be provided.  Expect 
Christian support, genuine connection, and a safe place to share the highs & 
lows of parenting! Contact the Johnson’s if you’re interested in attending. 

 

L.I.F.T.  Events 
 

October L.I.F.T. Event!! 
 

The Cobblestone Museum 

14389 Ridge Road West, Albion NY 
 

Saturday, October 15th 
 

Join us for a two hour walking tour of the 

oldest Cobblestone Church in North America, a 

school house & parsonage along with several 

victorian buildings.  
 

We will be dining afterwards at Black North 

Inn @ Point Breeze 

 

The tour begins at 11:00 a.m. We will leave from Faith’s parking lot no 

later than 9:45 a.m. as it takes an hour to get to the museum. 

 

For more information contact Tom & Linda Hanss @ 671-1605 
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Save the Date 

 
More information will be in upcoming announcements. 

 
 

Save the Date! 
 

L.I.F.T. Celebrates Christmas 
All are invited to join Faith's brothers and sisters in celebrating Christmas 
together on Saturday, December 17, at 5:00 pm at the Kuipers' home at 2012 
Five Mile Line Road, Penfield. Bring a side dish or dessert, a box of Christmas 
cards, and a White Elephant wrapped gift (under $10). We may even get to 
carol this year! More information will be in upcoming announcements. 
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I love You, Lord. Oh, Your mercy never fails me. 
All my days I’ve been held in Your hands. 

From the moment that I wake up until I lay my head,  
I will sing of the goodness of God. 

 
All my life You have been faithful. 

All my life You have been so, so good. 
With ev’ry breath that I am able 

I will sing of the goodness of God. 
 

GOODNESS OF GOD Copyright © 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) SHOUT! Music 
Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing 
LLC) So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Bethel Music Publishing. All rights Reserved. 

Used by permission. CCLI License No. 1723768 

 
I have so enjoyed the congregational singing over the past few weeks. As the sanctuary continues to fill 
with more worshipers, the sound produced by the voices raised together is beautiful. It is an amazing 
feeling from were I lead at the piano, to feel the volume of voices surging around me. “Goodness of God” is 
a new addition to our contemporary service repertoire. 
 
Contemporary worship song hunting can take many forms, and recently my greatest success has been 
cruising through YouTube auto-play. To start a work session, I start with a favorite worship song and let 
the following videos play in the background while I work on bulletins, or other general tasks. I’m waiting 
for a musical hook, a well-worded phrase, a band groove, something that resonates. When a song pulls me 
from my task, I re-start it, pull up the lyrics, and see what the artist is trying to convey. Text analysis is key. 
Does this text align with what scripture teaches? Does this text align with Lutheran Theology specifically? 
Does this text have any message at all? Is the message so personal to the artist’s life experience that it 
feels like a lie for anyone else to sing the same words?  
 
When I first stumbled upon, “Goodness of God” by Jenn Johnson, it was the bridge that dragged me out of 
typing: 

Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me. 
Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me. 

With my life laid down, I’m surrendered now; 
I give You ev’rything. 

Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me.  
 
I love this imagery of God pursuing us. Our Good Shepherd leaving the 99 sheep to search for the one that 
is lost. The gift of grace He gives us is not based on what we can do right, this gift is lavished upon us. I love 
the NIV translation of 1 John 3:1 using that word, “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that 
we should be called children of God!” Lavish: to bestow something in generous or extravagant quantities. 
I seem to relate the word lavish to two things: God’s love, and butter on toast. I really do love some 
properly lavished toast. 
 
This song lays out simple, relatable truth. The lyrics are personal to the artist, and easily personal for us as 
worshipers. We are all held in HIS hand, HE has led us through hard times, we are called to surrender our 
lives to HIM and trust that He will continue to keep us in His care. A live recording of this song is sitting at 
well over 73 million views. That 5-minute live performance has been played for the equivalent of over 
694 YEARS since that video was posted almost 4 years ago. That mindboggling view count shows how 
hard this song has resonated across Christendom. I hope listening to this song leaves you inspired, and 
that with every breath that you are able, you will sing of the goodness of our God. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0FBb6hnwTo 
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Music Ministry 
 

OUR 
 

 
 

NEEDS YOU!!! 

Do you like to sing? 
Do you play an instrument? 

 
Find your niche in our Faith Music Family! 

 

ADULT ENSEMBLES 
 

Adult Choir – for men and women high school age and older.  We sing music of a variety of styles in 
church 2 times per month.  Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings at 7:15pm usually 2-3 times a month.  
It is not necessary to be able to read music.  Please contact Dianne if you are interested. 

 
 

Praise Teams - consist of vocalists and 
instrumentalists, high school age and older, who 
lead the music in the contemporary services.  
Each week there is a 45-minute rehearsal prior 
to the service.  Periodically, this group also 
meets on a Friday evening for a light supper and 
rehearsal.  Please contact Elizabeth for more 
details. 
 

 
“Pick-Up” Choir Singing – If having a regular singing commitment seems like a lot, please consider 
joining one of our “pick-up” choirs that sing once or twice through the year. The Intergenerational 
Choir, and Men’s and Women’s Choruses are a great way to get your feet wet in this ministry. If you 
have any interest in being a part of one of these groups please let Dianne or Elizabeth know. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR YOUNGER SINGERS 
 

To reboot our children’s and youth music ministry program, we will be offering short term 
opportunities for each age level through the year.  Please let Elizabeth know if your child would be 
interested in participating with any of the following groups. 

 
 

FLY Choir – for young people in the 7th-12th grades.  In the past this 
group has sung for both worship services and Coffeehouse. 
 
 
 
 

Junior Choir – for boys and girls in the 3rd – 6th grades. This group offers kids a 
chance to sing Christian songs in a supportive and friendly atmosphere.   
 

 
 
Cherub Choir – a singing group for children kindergarten – 2nd grade. These 
little ones learn how to sing in a group and will share their songs in worship as 
they are ready.  
 
 

HANDBELLS 
 

Bell Choir – Our adult bell choir rings on five octaves of Schulmerich handbells.  
We typically ring intermediate level music several times during the year.  Parts 
can be modified for various levels of experience.  Please contact Dianne by 
September 11 if you have interest in this group. 
 

 
INSTRUMENTS 

 
 
 
 

Instrumentalists – For ages Junior High through adult – if you play an 
instrument, please let Elizabeth or Dianne know.  We are looking to put 
together different instrumental ensembles this year to enhance our 
worship.   
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ON THE TECH SIDE 
 

Sound Crew is a group of volunteers, high school age or older, who monitor the sound board during our 
Sunday services.  Volunteers for both the traditional and the contemporary services would be welcome 
and appreciated.  Any necessary training will be provided.  Please contact Elizabeth if you have interest 
in serving in this way. 
 
Powerpoint Technicians are volunteers Jr FLY age and older who run the power point during 
contemporary worship.  Participants find this to be a unique and wonderful way to serve and engage in 
worship.  Please contact Elizabeth for more details. 
 

We hope that some of you music lovers will make this year your year to join our 
music team!   

 

Please prayerfully consider these opportunities.   
We would love to have you serving with us!! 

 
Please let Dianne or Elizabeth know if you are interested in (or would like more information about) 
any of the above ways to serve.   
 

Dianne Christensen Elizabeth Balentine 
381-3970 x17 381-3970 x11 
Dianne@faithpenfield.org                                                         Elizabeth@faithpenfield.org 
 

We look forward making music with you this fall!! 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Faith Family,  

In order for our ministries to strengthen and expand, we are looking for people to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus in 

the following areas & more: 

 

Altar Guild: Preparing communion and the chancel area for worship. 

Lay Readers: Proclaiming the Word of God to your brothers and sisters. 

Eucharist Assistants: Serving the Body of Christ to your brothers and sisters. 

PowerPoint Operators: Clicking the slides to facilitate singing and spoken parts of worship for your brothers and sisters. 

Ushers: Greeting your Faith Family, handing out bulletins, and helping them get situated in the sanctuary as needed. 

Livestream Producers: Running the worship services online every Sunday. 

Joseph Guild: Maintaining, fixing & painting our beautiful church facility on a regular basis. 

Gardeners: Weeding & maintaining Faith’s gardens once or twice a month. 

Stephen Ministry: Lay congregation members trained to provide one-to-one care to those experiencing a difficult time in 

life. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Knit or Crochet prayer shawls for people needing comfort due to illness or personal issues in 

their lives.  Meet with the group on the first Monday of the month at church and/or work at home to complete your 

projects.   

FCCNS: looking for volunteers to rock babies, classroom readers, classroom project helpers, craft/basement organizer. 

 

If you are able to assist in any of these areas, please contact Elizabeth Balentine and she can direct you accordingly 

(elizabeth@faithpenfield.org) and/or check the Worship Volunteer Sign Up for some general available slots found at 

this link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1 

mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1
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Children’s Ministry 
It is a busy time for Children’s and Family Ministries:   
 
September 18th was Bible Sunday.  Three year olds received their own copy of My 

First Hands-On Bible.  Children in third grade received the Hands-On Bible during 

worship.  Children in 3rd-6th Grade are encouraged to bring their Bible to Sunday 

School each week. Does your child have reading minutes each week?  Consider 

having them read from their Bible.  If your child (age 3-6th grade) has not received a 

Bible from us in the past, let us know and we will get one for them.  

  

Sunday School has begun.  All of our children are learning about stories from the Old Testament. We 

hope that your children will be able to join us on Sunday mornings for great discussion, games, art and 

fellowship.  Registration forms will be only available online this year at 

https://faithpenfield.org/ministries/childrens-family.  

 

*Sunday School is in need of Volunteers.  Please contact Shannon Wolf at 

Sundayschool@faithpenfield.org, 739-8908 or register online at 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/sunday-school-volunteers if you are interested in volunteering.*  

 

Kids Time is offered the 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month. Following the Children’s 

Message, children who are interested, will go together to room 103 to learn about a 

Bible lesson and complete games, crafts or activities to reinforce the Message.  

Children will be brought back to the sanctuary after the sermon.   

 

 
 
Save the date: 
 
Trunk or Treat is on October 29th at 10:00AM at Faith.   

Children (and adults) are welcome to wear their costumes and go 

car to car “trunk or treating” in the parking lot (weather 

permitting; Trick or Treating will be indoors if inclement weather).  

Prior to Trunk or Treating, there will be a Puppet Show for all ages 

in the Auditorium.  We would encourage Faith friends and 

members without young children to attend and hand out candy or 

help with logistics (parking lot safety, etc.).  Trunk decorating is 

encouraged but not required.  If you would like to help out with 

this event, contact Donna Kaser or Shannon Wolf.  This event is 

open to friends, neighbors, relatives, and community members.  

We would encourage you to invite at least one family that does 

not currently attend a church. 

 

Shannon Wolf  
sundayschool@faithpenfield.org 

https://faithpenfield.org/ministries/childrens-family
mailto:Sundayschool@faithpenfield.org
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/sunday-school-volunteers
mailto:sundayschool@faithpenfield.org
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From the Mission Board 
A HUGE thank you from the Mission Board in response to the Rise Against Hunger 
event on September 24th. Those of you who donated, set up, served, and cleaned up 
helped make this a great community event! 
We had over 200 volunteers and were able to package over 40,000 meals.  
                                   
We are excited to be hosting the first Flower City Chaplain picnic with 

the Monroe County Sheriff's Office!! The FCCC is a fantastic organization and does so 
much to support law enforcement officers!! The picnic is on October 4th at the Sheriffs 
S. Substation A on South Panorama Trail. There is a sign up in the concourse notebook 
for people to donate lots of sides & salads and a few desserts; and to help serve. There 
are two shifts to choose from to help serve. If you are donating food, the dish must be 
in the church office by 10:00 a.m. on October 4th. 
 
The Missions Team is so grateful for all the continuing support from the congregation. Thank you all! 
Blessings in His name, 
Marguerite McKee 

                                                                    Operation Christmas Child  
Operation Christmas Child time is here! Operation Christmas  

Child, a project of Samaritan’s Purse, delivers shoeboxes filled with  

small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of  

reaching out to children in communities around the world with the  

Good News of Jesus Christ. They are shipped to children who live in areas 

affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, and disease; and to children    

living on Native American reservations in the U.S.  

 

This year, using funds from a Thrivent Grant and the Faith Church Mission Team, we are again asking 

the church members and their families to help fill 100 boxes. The boxes will already have toothbrushes, 

soap, washcloths, hairbrushes, and combs inside. A list of additional suggested items will be provided. 

Shoeboxes will be available to be picked up on October 23rd and 30th and in the church office. The 

return dates are November 6th and 13th.   

 

You may contact Karen Wright, 377-4414 for additional information. 

                                                             Missions/Penfield Churches Coalition for Habitat for Humanity 

Holiday PIE SALE will run Oct. 15 to Nov. 8 with delivery Nov. 22.  Orders 

will be taken via a dedicated internet page on the Rochester Habitat site.  As 

soon as the page is up for orders, we will publish the address in the church 

bulletin.  Our team has taste tested two of the flavors and given them a 

“thumbs up!”  

This year, the pies are being baked by Special Touch Bakery, an arm of Holy Childhood.  THE PIES AS 

DELIVERED ARE UNBAKED AND FROZEN.  As in 2020, the web page will send you a receipt, stating 

how much of your cost is tax exempt.  Pickup will be at First Baptist Church on Penfield Road.  All 

details are on the web page.  FYI, the current house is now mostly closed in.  Volunteer sign-up info is 

on the Missions Bulletin Board.  If you do not have internet access, or have questions, please give me a 

call --  Ed Wright (585) 377-4414 
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Faith Lutheran Youth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you.. 
-To the all of the youth and adults who attended Sunday Night FLY last month!  It is so great to enjoy 
worship, Bible discussions, games, food, and time together with friends! 
-To everyone who volunteered, ate, and supported FLY at our Trashplate FUNdraiser on Sept. 11!  
Over $1,000 was raised for students attending retreats and the 2023 Group Workcamp! 
-To the Sr. FLYers who met our attendance challenge on 9/18 and was rewarded with a hot breakfast 
on 9/25!  Many thanks to the Youth Advisors for making the delicious breakfast! 
 
 
Sunday Night FLY “Jesus in Pop Culture” – Oct. 9 
When we view the world with our Christian “lens,” we 
see that the Story of God is everywhere!  Join us on Oct. 
9 as we discover Christian themes in popular movies, 
books, and songs!  You’ll also get a FREE chocolate milk in 
honor of the FLY Room’s chocolate milk’s birthday! :D 
PLUS, high school students are invited to Sunday Night 
FLY “Late Night” from 8:45-10pm!  We’ll be staying up 
late together while enjoying snacks, games, and video 
games!  *There’s no school the next day, so stay up late with your friends at Late Night! 
 
Sunday Night FLY “Masks” – Oct. 23 
Love ‘em or hate ‘em, we’ve all had to wear masks throughout Covid.  But there are other masks we 
wear sometimes, too.  We can mask our true feelings.  We can mask our true identity.  Join us on 
Oct. 23 for an engaging discussion, small group time, and activity! 
 
*About Sunday Night FLY (SNFLY): 
Youth in grades 7-12 meet on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month from 7-8:45pm in the FLY Room 
from Sept-June!  We worship together, read God’s Word, talk in small groups, play large group 
games, eat lots of food, and more!  The nightly topics are always relevant for teens as we grow 
together in our relationships with God & others.  The FLY Café is open from 6:30-9 where youth can 
purchase candy, soda, t-shirts, and other FLY merch. (Popcorn is always FREE!)  Spin the Birthday 
Wheel for a fun birthday surprise!  The Nintendo Switch, air hockey, and foosball games can be 
played before and after Sunday Night FLY.  Friends are always welcome! 
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Jr. FLY Fall Retreat – Sept. 30-Oct. 2 
7th-9th graders will be enjoying outdoor 
activities, night games, Bible lessons, 
food, and fun at our annual Jr. FLY Fall 
Retreat on Sept. 30-Oct. 2 at Camp Stella 
Maris in the Wegman House!  It’s going 
to be an awesome weekend and a great 
way to start our year together!  
Attendees are to be at Faith by 5:30pm 
on Friday, Sept. 30 and we’ll arrive back 
to church by 9:30am on Sunday, Oct. 2 
(in time for Confirmation class).  Get 
ready to discover the “life God 
designed!” 
 
Jr. FLY Confirmation Class – Sundays @ 9:45-10:40am 
7th & 8th grade students are going through “The Story” on Sundays with Pastor Peter and Pastor 
Ben. All classes are in-person in Room 204. 
 
Sunday Morning Sr. FLY Class - Sundays @ 9:45-10:40am 
High school students are invited to check out the Sunday Morning Sr. FLY Class this year, as we’re 
connecting Biblical truths to topics that are relevant to you. Plus, enjoy a cereal buffet every 
Sunday!  If 14 or more students attend on a Sunday morning, we'll serve another hot breakfast! 
 
FLY Choir – 2nd & 4th Sunday @ 6-7pm 
FLY Choir is BACK!  Rehearsals began on Sept. 25 at 6pm in the Music Room.  The choir will rehearse 
before Sunday Night FLY on 10/9 and 10/23 in preparation for singing on Reformation/Confirmation 
Sunday, 10/30, at the 10:45 worship service.  Please contact Elizabeth Balentine (Faith’s Director of 
Contemporary Music) if you’ll be part of the FLY Choir this year (elizabeth@faithpenfield.org)! 
 
NEW Small Group for FLY Parents Starting Oct. 2! 
Parenting teenagers is an adventure!  Sometimes it can feel like no-one else understands the highs 
and lows of this adventure.  BUT, you are not alone!  Other FLY parents want to support and walk 
alongside you!  If you’re interested in joining a new small group for FLY parents, feel free to sign-up 
today in the Concourse and/or talk to Cris Alello & Pastor Peter.  Join other parents for the first get-
together on Sunday, Oct. 2 from 7-8:30pm at the Alello’s Home (144 Willowbend Drive). 
 
Walking Taco FUNdraiser – Oct. 16 
Help out at FLY’s first Walking Taco FUNdraiser!  What’s a walking taco you ask?  Grab a small Nacho 
Cheese Doritos bag, add some seasoned meat, sprinkle on some lettuce, cheese, and salsa – and 
voilà - a walking taco!  Join us under the tent after each worship service and enjoy this delicious 
food!  All money raised will support youth attending work camps and retreats this school year!  Sign-
up on the FLY bulletin board to volunteer! 
 

mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org


Faith Lutheran Church October 2022 Faith Notes 

  15 

2023 Group Work Camp in Woonsocket, Rhode Island 
High school & college students are invited to serve at an 
awesome Group Work Camp next summer in Woonsocket, 
Rhode Island (July 16-22)!  FLY will be serving residents there 
by painting, building decks, roofing, and other projects while 
sharing the love of Jesus!  This mission trip is open to all youth 
attending high school & college this year.  The cost is $750 
and you can register online at: 
faithpenfield.org/resources/summer-mission-trip.  The $100 
Commitment Deposit and Online Registration are due by Sun, Oct. 23.  There will be an Info 
Meeting about the trip on Sunday, Oct. 16 @ 12:30 in the FLY Room.  More info can also be found 
in the Workcamp Info Packet (located at the registration link above or in the FLY Room)!  Pray how 
you can be involved in this mission trip! 
 
October is Confirmation Month at Faith! 
At worship services on Oct. 9th, 16th, and 23rd, different 9th grade confirmands will be presenting 
their Faith Art & Faith Statement Projects.  Confirmands will be sharing their faith in Christ through 
an original piece of art and an essay.  Their projects will be displayed in the Concourse leading up to 
Confirmation Sunday on Oct. 30.  They will publicly confirm their baptismal faith that day at the 
10:45 service.  Please pray for these confirmands as they publicly confess their faith in Christ! 
 

Confirmation Presentation Schedule 
 

Oct. 9 
8:30 - Meghan Quigley 

10:45 - Madison Deutsch, Renee Ostberg, and Mason Schembri 
 

Oct. 16 
8:30 - Garrett Hynes and Kyle Szydlowski 

10:45 - Hailey Keller, Sophia Rath, and Braedan DuBois 
 

Oct. 23 
8:30 - Alexis Gallina 

10:45 - Ian Withall, Ava Bernhardt, and Sarah Ebbecke 
 
 
ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS! 
We need your college addresses so we can send you cookies next month!  Please email your address 
to Kris Cronk (Faith’s Secretary) at: secretary@faithpenfield.org.  Thanks! 
 
Online Contact Form/Activity Participation Agreement 
Our church’s insurance company asks every youth to complete the following online form to 
participate in FLY activities on our church property this school year.  We also included some 
questions about the type of activities and topics you’d like FLY to cover this coming year.  
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form  
 
 

mailto:secretary@faithpenfield.org
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form
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JOIN FLY’s Text-based Communication Service! 
Sign-up to receive reminders, announcements, and other info about upcoming FLY events right to 
your phone here: https://www.remind.com/join and join this class: flyouth. 

 

Mark Your Calendars… 

Nov. 6 – Bake Sale 
Nov. 13 – Jr. FLY Switch Party 
Nov. 13 – Sunday Night FLY 
Nov. 18 – Sr. FLY Bonfire 
Nov. 26 – Raking Service Project 
Nov. 27 – Sunday Night FLY 

 
Check us out on YouTube! 
You can watch hilarious Coffee House videos, FLY promos, and more on our YouTube page?! 

www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth  

 
 
Connect with FLY on Facebook!  Join our group today! 
Search for “Faith Lutheran Youth (FLY)” on Facebook or type out this link… 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/  

 

 
 
Follow FLY on Instagram! 
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.remind.com/join
http://www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/


Faith Lutheran Church October 2022 Faith Notes 

  17 

Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) 

“Where your child can grow in body, mind and spirit” 

 

Our themes for October are “Farm” and “Harvest” 

The Children will also be working on Numbers 3 & 4. The Color Blue, The Square Shape 

and Letters C, D & E. 

Our Faith Character words for the month will be Saves, Joy, Faithfulness and Beloved. 

Our Bible Stories will be Paul Shipwrecked, Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, and Joseph’s Colorful 

Robe. 

Our Faith Character Trait is Patient. 

There are a few special activities we will be having in October: 

• Pumpkin Patch- October 6th 

• FCCNS Open House 5:30-7 

• Penfield Schools Closed – October 7th and 10th (School Age here all day) 

• Trunk or Treat- October 29th  

• Harvest Festival- October 31st 

 

I love trees. As I child I would climb them and sit 

in their shade eating popsicles on a hot summer 

day.  I would take refuge underneath them when 

I was caught in a storm and I would delight in 

jumping in the leaves they shed every fall and I 

remember carving my name in a few of them 

through the years. Every advent season, a 

Christmas tree full of lights and ornaments 

adorns our family room. I could spend hours just 

watching it. I never quite appreciated trees as a 

child. I just always knew they were there, they 

were beautiful and they were fun. But now that I 

am an adult, I realize just how amazing they are. 

They provide us with so much: food, shelter, 

entertainment and, although I prefer live trees, 

the fire wood they provide keeps many warm 

during the cold winter months. But what I really love about trees is how it reminds me of God’s love for 

us. Like a tree, He is steadfast and strong.  He is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. He is our 

shelter during the storms in life. He wants you to have joy in your life so He provides opportunities to 

have fun. And He died on a tree to save us all so that one day we can sit under a tree in heaven and have 

a nice popsicle together.  
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HOW TO REDUCE TAXABLE INCOME WITH A QUALIFIED 

CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION 

 
In an effort to help you be a good steward of the gifts God has given you, we would 

like to share a strategy that could be a blessing to you, your family, and our Faith 

family. 

 

The generous standard deduction available for the current tax year is welcomed by many as it will 

simplify filing and could even reduce your tax bill.   Even if you take the standard deduction, 

however, there is a tax-savvy strategy that allows retirees to further reduce their tax liability by 

taking advantage of qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) from their individual retirement 

accounts.  This charitable rollover provision allows IRA owners 70 ½ years or older to transfer up to 

$100,000 per year directly from their IRA to one or more qualified charities, without that donation 

being counted as taxable income when it is withdrawn.  In addition, these qualified charitable 

distributions count as part of the person’s required withdrawals from the IRA account. 

 

 

Please consult your tax adviser and IRA trustee to make sure that you meet the qualifications to 

take advantage of this provision and that the distribution is properly processed. 

 

 

If you would like to make a qualified charitable distribution to Faith Lutheran Church, please instruct 

your IRA trustee or custodian to make a transfer from the IRA directly to Faith Lutheran Church as 

the payee on the check.  You may also have the distribution transferred directly from your IRA 

account to Faith Lutheran Church’s checking account by contacting Kay Gerlach in the church office 

at 485-0412 or finance@faithpenfield.org for the necessary information.  Your donation will be 

credited to support the unified budget of Faith Lutheran Church unless you designate otherwise via 

written communication to either Kay Gerlach, Director of Finance, or Kris Cronk, Church Secretary. 

 

Please know that we sincerely appreciate any gift you make to support the ministry and mission of 

Faith Lutheran Church.  We are so blessed that God provides so many ways for us to be a part of His 

work here on earth!  May your gifts serve as a reminder that God provides all that you have and has 

given to us His greatest gift of all – His Son, Jesus who gave His very life for you! 
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From the Church Office 
 

Faith Leadership Board Officers 
 

Chair - Karoline Trojian 
Vice Chair - Greg Gerbasi 

Secretary - Carrie Schembri 
Treasurer - Todd Natemeier 

Nominating Committee Reps - Stacy Ledermann, John DuBois, and Carrie Hignett Steiner. 

                               
Dear Members of Faith, 
Thank you so much for your cards, phone calls, and especially your prayers for healing 
after my recent knee replacement surgery. The Lord sure listened because I’m out and 
about in less than three weeks! I’ll begin PT at Lattimore this coming week. 
Blessings, 
Paula Reitz 

                                                                       
FCCNS Notes  
Faith Child Care and Nursery School are now collecting bottles and cans from anyone wishing 
to donate deposit items. There is a recepticle in the Sacristy and one in the store room behind 
the kitchen. 

Empty Ink Cartridges is another item FCCNS is collecting. There is a box outside 
of the Executive Director’s door in the coatrack hallway.  
Thank you for all of your support! 

                    
BRI-PEN SENIOR RIDES …. 
Is a transportation service for seniors 65+ who live in or pay taxes to Brighton 
or Penfield and are unable to drive themselves. We provide rides to medical 
appointments, town community centers and visits to family members in 
hospitals or nursing homes. 
All of our volunteer drivers are screened and trained by Lifespan's Give a Lift 
program and receive supplemental insurance through Lifespan. 
 
Faith Lutheran Church has a full pamphlet regarding the details of this service and contact information 
on the Information Center in the concourse and in the Church Office on the counter. 

 
W.A.S.P.S. 

                         Webster Association of Senior Program Supporters 
is a non-profit organization, providing transportation to senior and disabled residents 
of the Webster School district. We drive fellow Websterites to various medical 
appointments including: doctor, dentist, dialysis, chemotherapy, PT, pharmacy visits 
and health related shopping. We also provide transportation to barbers, salons and 
banks within Webster.  
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Rides are provided Monday through Friday with the earliest appointment being 9:00am and the latest 
being 2:30pm. Clients must be able to move independently from their home to the vehicle and to and 
from their appointment. Assistance getting in and out of the vehicle is provided.  
 
A round trip ride for an appointment within the Webster Central School District is $5 and $10.00 
(round trip) for an appointment outside of the Webster Central School District, but within Monroe 
County. Wheelchair service is also available for $30.00 (round trip). 
 

Volunteer drivers work their own schedules, when and how often they want to drive. We are a 501c3 

Organization.  

WASPS Senior Transportation 

Voicemail: 585-216-7829 
Email: websterwasp@gmail.com 

                                                                         
  Announcement Request Form: 
If you have an announcement that you’d like to include in our bulletin announcements or monthly 
newsletter “Faith Notes,” please submit an Announcement Form either in the Church Office or 
online here: https://faithpenfield.org/resources/announcement-form This form will help us 
streamline our communications within our congregation and to our community.  Thanks for 
understanding!  Please contact the Church Office if you have any questions.   
 
Altar Flowers Form: 
Help beautify our sanctuary on a Sunday morning by giving altar flowers in honor or memory of a 
loved one. Please complete a new online form and pay the $75 fee at our online giving page here: 
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/altar-flowers 
*You may also choose to contact Kris Cronk (secretary@faithpenfield.org) and send a check to the 
Church Office made out to "Faith Lutheran Church" and Altar Flowers in the memo line. 

*There is also a sign-up book on the Information Center in the concourse. 
*We will be discontinuing the altar flowers unless someone in the congregation 

orders them for a Dedication.  Any orders need to be in to the Church Office by the 

end of the 3rd week each month for the following month.  

 
 
November Faith Notes Articles due Thursday, October 20 
All submissions for the November 2022 Faith Notes should be directed to our Church Secretary, 
Kris Cronk by October 20 (secretary@faithpenfield.org). Thank you! 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Baptisms: 
- Tatum Grace Boyle, (10/16/22) daughter of John & Allison Boyle, granddaughter of Ron  
   Cappellino 
- Torrence McKenzie Couture, (10/22/22) daughter of Nik & Veronica Couture, granddaughter of 
   Larry & Robin Arnone 
Called to Glory: 
- Jim Harrison, (8/22/22) cousin of Bruce Kulp 
- William Lux, (8/24/22) brother of Bert Lux 
- Harrison Hazlett, (8/30/22) acquaintance of Sandie Freitag 
- Rob Moore, (9/6/22) friend of the Crouse Family 
- Jim Nobes, (9/10/22) resident of The Legacy at Willow Pond 
- Nancy Jennejahn, (9/12/22) sister of Sandie Freitag 

javascript:window.top.openSendEmail('websterwasp@gmail.com','','','');
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/annou
https://faithpenfie/
mailto:secretary@faithpenfield.org
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Birthdays 
 

Oct 1  

  Nancy DiBella 
  Scott Maginn 
Oct 2 

  Madison Aloi 
  Ben Braun 
  Kenneth Kiellach 
  Sharon Long 
  Kristen Weis 
  Tim Welk 
Oct 3 

 Melani McDonough 

Oct 4 

 Lindsay Agor 

 Elizabeth Alvut 

 Emmett Taillie 

Oct 5 

 William Love 

 Alexander Palmer 

Oct 7 

 Tarma Cole 

Susan Lentner 

Sylvia Pape 

Oct 8 

 Alan Fernaays 

Oct 9 

 Janet Miles 

 Teagan Monczynski 

Oct 10 

 Walter Becker 

 Ian Withall 

Oct 11  

 Beth Bird 

 Sharon Finkbeiner 

Oct 12 

 Eleanor Andrzejewicz 

Oct 13 

 Russell Brooks 

Oct 14 

 Abbie Nuijens 

Oct 15 

 Calina Hernandez 

 Julie Maginn 

 Annika Vogl 

 Abigail Wood 

Oct 16 

Martin Launer 

Michelle Valerio 

Oct 17 

 Jeffrey Aspenleiter 

 Dean Muller 

Oct 18 

 Madison Deutsch 

 Christopher Wood 

Oct 19 

 Benjamin Mazzochetti 

Oct 20 

 Margaret Crounse 

 Amelia DuBois 

 Anthony Mitchell 

 Patrick Saresky 

Oct 21 

 Sean Burke 

 Joyce Hermanson 

 Robin Wagstrom- 

 Arnone 

 

Oct 22 

 Matt Kime 

Oct 23 

 Andrew D’Ambrosio 

 Tyler Hignett 

 John Keller 

 Leta Mueller 

Oct 25 

 Susan Brown 

 Heather Hoad 

 Linda Pritchard 

 Robert Schembri 

Oct 26 

 Jessica Freeman- 

             Bittner 

 Melissa Morgan 

 Annabelle Weis 

Oct 27 

 Erica Cappellino 

 Laurie Ebbecke 

 Lillian Freitag 

Oct 28 

 Barbara Krenzer 

 Mason Schembri 

 Rae Usinger 

Oct 29 

 Joan Weise 

Oct 30 

 William Withall 

Oct 31 

 Gary Freeman 

 Elmer Pankratz
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Wedding Anniversaries
 
Oct 1 
 Matthew & Lisa Harrington 
 Matthew & Joy Ruffell 
Oct 3 
 Emory & Mary Ford 
Oct 4 
 Daryl & Christie Pichan 
Oct 5 
 Philip & Jamie Sudore 
Oct 6 
 Todd & Jodianne Natemeier 
Oct 7 
 James & Amanda Gerlach 
Oct 9 
 Patrick & Carrie Resch 
 Tom & Mary Ann Rockwell 
Oct 10 
 Frederick & Kathleen Mason 
Oct 12 
 Patrick Sullivan & Betty Porter 
 Joseph & Jennifer Twomey 
Oct 15 
 Keith & Debra Gierman 

Oct 17 
 David & Sandi Banning 
 Chris & Nicole Lucci 
Oct 18 
 David Malecki & Lisa Hutchings 
Oct 20 
 Douglas & Nancy Alvut 
 Alan & Charlene Fernaays 
Oct 21 
 Dominic & Candice Gallina 
 Bruce & Christine Kulp 
Oct 24 
 Jeffrey & Amy Rupp 
 Robert & Janice Schrack 
Oct 25 
 Adalbert & Brigitta Lux 
Oct 27 
 Richard & Linda Demme 
Oct 30 
 Mark Saresky & Kristine Parmele 
 
    
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 
the greatest of these is love." 

1 Corinthians 13:13 
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2576 Browncroft Blvd 

Rochester NY 14625-1530 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


