
 
         

 
We need                       

YOU  

to help us return to normal 

operations! 
 

Dear Faith Family,  

As we move into the fall, we are looking to reactivate our volunteer opportunities. 

In order for our ministries to strengthen and expand, we are looking for people to serve as the 

hands and feet of Jesus in the following areas & more: 

Altar Guild: Preparing communion and the chancel area for worship. 

Lay Readers: Proclaiming the Word of God to your brothers and sisters. 

Eucharist Assistants: Serving the Body of Christ to your brothers and sisters. 

PowerPoint Operators: Clicking the slides to facilitate singing and spoken parts of worship for 

your brothers and sisters. 

Ushers: Greeting your Faith Family, handing out bulletins, and helping them get situated in the 

sanctuary as needed. 

Livestream Producers: Running the worship services online every Sunday. 

Joseph Guild: Maintaining, fixing & painting our beautiful church facility on a regular basis. 

Gardeners: Weeding & maintaining Faith’s gardens once or twice a month. 

Stephen Ministry: Lay congregation members trained to provide one-to-one care to those 

experiencing a difficult time in life. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Knit or Crochet prayer shawls for people needing comfort due to illness 

or personal issues in their lives.  Meet with the group on the first Monday of the month at 

church and/or work at home to complete your projects.   

If you are able to assist in any of these areas, please contact Elizabeth Balentine and she can 

direct you accordingly (elizabeth@faithpenfield.org) and/or check the Worship Volunteer 

Sign Up for some general available slots found at this link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1 

 

Thanks for being God’s church in this time and place! 
 

Faith Notes 

Monthly Newsletter of Faith Lutheran Church                       October 2021 

2576 Browncroft Blvd. Rochester, NY 14625    Office: (585)381-3970    faithpenfield.org 

mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
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Faith Lutheran Church  

Faith Child Care and Nursery School 
2576 Browncroft Boulevard, Rochester, New York 14625-1530 

Phone:  (585) 381-3970                                                                                      Phone:  (585) 385-2360 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thur, 9am-4pm; Fri, 9am-12pm                         Hours:  6:30am-6:00pm 

 

Website:  www.faithpenfield.org                                                                  Website:  https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care  

 

Church Staff and Faith Child Care Staff 

 
SENIOR PASTOR 
Ben Braun                               
ext. 13  
pastorben@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0143  
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, YOUTH, 

COMMUNICATIONS & LIVESTREAM 

MINISTRIES 
Peter Johnson                         
ext. 16 
peter@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0146       
 
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
ADULT MINISTRIES 
Lyle Heggemeier                     
ext. 14  
lyle@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0144     
 
 
 
 

DIRECTORS, CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY 

MINISTRIES 
Steve & Carrie Ford                 
ext. 18 
children@faithpenfield.org 
Direct Line 485-0148 
 
MUSIC 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ ORGANIST 
Dianne Christensen                  
ext. 17 
dianne@faithpenfield.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC  
Elizabeth Balentine                 
ext. 11 
elizabeth@faithpenfield.org  
 
OFFICE 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
Kris Cronk                                        

ext. 10 
secretary@faithpenfield.org  
 
 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
Kay Gerlach                            
ext. 12  
finance@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0142  
 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MANAGER 
Kurt Finkbeiner                      ext. 
15 
building@faithpenfield.org  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Sharon Davenport 
381-3970 ext. 21 
sbdavenport@fccnschildcare.com  

Direct Line 485-0151 
 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND 
OPERATIONS 
Lori Connolly  
381-3970 ext. 20 
laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com 
Direct Line 485-0150

 
Traditional Worship---8:30 AM Sundays  In-House and Livestreamed 

Contemporary Worship---10:45 AM Sundays In-House and Livestreamed 

Holy Communion Celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays  

 

Christian Education Opportunities 
Sunday School Classes (Age 3 through Grade 6), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

JrFLY Confirmation (Youth in grades 7-8),  Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Sr. FLY (Youth in grades 9-12), Sundays 9:45-10:40am 

Adult Bible Study Class – In-person and Livestreamed classes, Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

http://www.faithpenfield.org/
https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care
mailto:pastorben@faithpenfield.org
mailto:lyle@faithpenfield.org
mailto:children@faithpenfield.org
mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
mailto:finance@faithpenfield.org
mailto:building@faithpenfield.org
mailto:sbdavenport@fccnschildcare.com
mailto:laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com
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Pastor Ben’s Corner    

“Lessons from Sabbath Rest” 
 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.” 
– Matthew 11:28-30 
 
Last month I was blessed by this congregation and my wonderful 

colleagues to take a few weeks off to just be with my family and with my Lord.  Since I have returned 
from this vacation, I can’t help but look around and come face to face with many people who 
desperately need a rest.  I look at our teachers here at FCCNS and in our local schools and see the 
strain.  I think of our health care workers and wonder, “Who is caring for them?”  I look at the volunteers 
we have here at Faith and see them allowing themselves to be stretched too thin, for the love of their 
Lord.  In light of this I want to share three lessons I learned from my Sabbath rest with you, hopefully 
they will help each of you find rest for your souls. 
 
Lesson 1: There is hardly ever a convenient time. 
 
 Jesus was a busy man.  He would often encounter large groups of people, all of whom demanded 
things from him and it was often the case that in the midst of that business, he would force himself to 
take a couple of hours, to isolate himself.  I know that when it comes to your Sabbath Rest, it often feels 
as if there is no time.  My encouragement is to make time, even if it is only for a couple of hours.  Force 
time for prayer, to be with your family, or even to simply close your eyes and tune out the world. 
 
Lesson 2:  God desires your rest. 
 
 In that Matthew passage quoted at the beginning of this article, Jesus calls out the fact that we 
are all weak and heavy laden and he responds to that by saying, come to me and I will give you rest.  
Jesus doesn’t want you to burn both ends of the candle.  He desires that you rest, not just physically but 
spiritually.  Clinging to him as the source of your rest.  Rather than looking at rest as a selfish thing, I 
challenge you to view it as an act of worship. 
 
Lesson 3:  Find ways to help others rest. 
 
 Getting away not only lifted my soul, but also that of my family.  When Jesus went away to 
Sabbath he would often take a couple of disciples with him, in order to teach them the importance of 
Sabbath rest.  Who has God placed in your life that you can help find rest?  Is it a co-worker you can help 
with a project?  Is it a friend you can invite to dinner?  Is it a spouse you can take on a date?  Whomever 
it is, seek to find ways to help others find rest. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
><>Pastor Ben 
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Lyle’s Lines 
Director of Christian Education, Adult Ministries 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class  

Continuing Through October 17 – 40 Days in the Word – This 
40 day experience is the focus for worship AND Bible class through 
October 17. 40 Days In the Word is designed to help you and our 
congregation Love the Word, Learn the Word, and Live the Word like 
never before. Each participant in the Adult Bible Class receives a 40 
Days In the Word Participant Workbook which is a 200 page, essential 
resource that takes participants through Pastor Rick Warren's six 
easy to learn methods to revolutionize your devotional life. If you’ve 
been wanting to get started reading and understanding God’s Word 
this class is the perfect time for you to do it. There’s still time to join 
us if you haven’t already. Come this Sunday! We meet in the 
Auditorium from 9:45-10:40. 
 

2 New Classes Beginning October 24 
Sacred Marriage – This class, led by Pastor Ben and Anna Braun, will meet in the Community Room for 6 
Sundays. It will utilize materials and video with Gary Thomas. Your marriage is much more than a union 
between you and your spouse. It is a spiritual discipline ideally suited to help you know God more fully 
and intimately. This class will help you shift from marital enrichment to spiritual enrichment in ways 
that can help you love your spouse more. And it will help you see your marriage as a doorway to a closer 
walk with God. 
 
Self-Guided Tour of the Bible – This 8 week class will take participants through a quick overview of the 
Bible. Each person/couple will receive a 200 page softback book/resource to keep. Sessions will include 
geography of the Bible, overview of the Bible timeline, a “who’s who” of Biblical characters, Jesus’ life 
and teachings, and more! If you are new to Bible study this class will give you the overview that you 
need. If you’re a Bible study “pro” this class will give you some new insights and information to further 
your understanding and comprehension of what the Bible is all about. This class is open to ALL adults! 
Lyle Heggemeier is teaching this class which will meet in the Auditorium. 
 
Monday Evening Adult Bible Class 
Are you desiring to do more than a once a week Bible study? Or does Sunday morning not work for you 
as a time to study God’s Word with others? A new Monday evening Bible study for anyone interested 
began in September, but will continue until December, so new participants are welcome to join us. The 
class meets from 7:00-8:15 each Monday evening. We’re utilizing materials written by Randy Frazee 
(author of The Story). The class is titled Be Like Jesus: Am I Becoming the Person God Wants Me to Be? This 8 
week class includes sessions like:  

• How Does God Want Me to Love Others? 
• What Will Give Me True Joy? 
• How Do I Find Real Peace? 
• How Can I Maintain Hope in Times of Hardship 

Lyle Heggemeier is leading this class which meets in the Community Room. Please set aside your 
Monday evenings and plan on joining us! 
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Advent Devotions writers needed – Each year Faith puts out a new Advent Devotion booklet, written 

by various members and friends of Faith. While Advent doesn’t begin for almost 2 months yet, it’s time 
to enlist authors and get started. If you’re at all interested in writing a short (500 words or less) 
devotion please contact Lyle (lyle@faithpenfield.org). He’ll provide you with instructions and guidance 
to make the process fairly simple. But if you’re interested, please contact him ASAP. 

 

From our Faith Reopening Workgroup 
 

Mask Guidance from Faith’s Reopening Workgroup (8/30/21) 

 
Out of our love and concern for ALL people, especially for young children who cannot be 
vaccinated for COVID, we are requiring universal masking for all people (age 4 & up) while 
indoors at Faith.  This policy follows what Faith Child Care & Nursery School and our local 
school districts are requiring to keep our children safe. 
 
Our Sunday morning worship leaders, Praise team, and other vocalists may be unmasked when 
leading, but will remain socially distant from the congregation. 
 
We wear our masks to show love to our neighbors - especially those who are vulnerable.  Our 
Reopening Workgroup will continue to revisit this policy throughout this Delta surge. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From the Joseph Guild 
The Joseph Guild is a group of volunteers who usually meet on the third Monday morning of 
the month for 3 or 4 hours to maintain the Faith Lutheran Church property. No special skills 
are required to participate.  
I invite men, women, and teens to join us and help keep the building and grounds looking like a 
place you would enjoy going to for worship and to celebrate your Christian 
life with others. 
Tasks include washing windows, painting, testing and replacing lamps, 
planting, trimming shrubs, wet vacuuming, weeding, clearing the roof, 
plumbing, electrical, and many others as they arise. 
We have occasional unique jobs that also need support if you cannot 
commit to a monthly schedule. Some of the repetitive work like shrub trimming and weeding 
can be done any time during the week. 
Please call me at 223-5548 or email me at pgs004@outlook.com for more information if you 
are interested.You may want to speak with one of the current regular volunteers to discuss 
your interest. They are Sharon and Kurt Finkbeiner, Ralph Harstad, George Kuipers, Kathy 
McCarthy, Rhea Oaks, John Pellnat, Don Reschke, Jackie and Steve Welk, and Robert Wyman. 
Thank You, 

Peter Schultz 

mailto:lyle@faithpenfield.org
mailto:pgs004@outlook.com
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LIFT your “Spirits” in October 

 

Join us in October for a Lake Ontario Wine Trail excursion on Saturday, 
October 9 meeting at church at 1:00 pm to carpool. We have planned a 
route to a few wineries/cideries/distilleries and will finish with dinner in 
Sodus Point. Call or contact Don or Stella Reschke to RSVP by October 4 
at 607-624-0036 or dsreschke@yahoo.com. 
 

 

Women’s Book Discussion Group  
Fall 2021 Selection 

 

The Women’s Book Group is reading the best-selling novel, In Five 
Years, by Rebecca Serle. Set in New York City in modern times, the 
novel plays with “preconceptions and blindspots when it comes to fate, 
love, and friendship.” Join us on Thursday, October 7, 2021, at 7:00 for 
another lively discussion. For more information contact  
Rae Usinger (381-1391) or Barb Riethmeier (381-0779). 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Children’s & Family Ministry 
 

In the beginning of September, I started as Interim Sunday School Director and 
wanted to write a note to say hello and that I am enjoying serving in this capacity 
at Faith. It is great to work with the teachers who are giving their time to help 
teach, support, and spend time with the children and youth at Faith. These first 3 
weeks the kids have been learning about Moses and the Burning Bush and how 
important it is to be listening and looking for God as he communicates with us. 
God can use a variety of things to get our attention and communicate with us. It 
might be through nature, other people, or His Word. It’s great when the kids take away something from 
the lesson but our other main goals are to give the kids a place they feel safe, encouraged, and loved. 
We still have need for volunteers in the nursery during both services and education hour as well as in 
Sunday School whether as a rotation leader or shepherd (assists the rotation leader). If you are 
interested in helping out regularly or occasionally, please contact me! 
 
sundayschool@faithpenfield.org or 512-709-1540. 
Blessings, 
Anna Braun 

mailto:sundayschool@faithpenfield.org
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Annual Trunk or Treat 
Children in costume trick or treat from 

trunk to trunk in the church parking lot.  Trunk decorating is 

encouraged but not required.  Adults are welcome to wear costumes 

too!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 30 at 10:00am  

at Faith Lutheran Church 
If there is inclement weather, the event will be cancelled and there will be 
some materials for pick up on Sunday morning, 10/31 at the community 

room exit.  This is an outdoor only event and cancellation information will 
be shared on the church website and Facebook page.  

There is no cost to attend this event.  Friends, family and guests are 
welcome!   

Faith Lutheran Church 

Steve and Carrie Ford:  flcchildren@gmail.com 
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Mission Ministry Team  
 

As fall begins, the Missions Team is heading into a very busy time. We are so excited and so 

blessed to be able to have so many opportunities to show Christ’s love to others, both near and 

far. 

The Missions Team is thrilled to be sponsoring 10 children from Naomi’s 

Village in Kenya. Naomi’s Village is a Kenyan children’s home, preschool, 

and K-12 Academy holistically serving children in Kenya’s Great Rift 

Valley. Jennifer DuBois, a Faith member, has traveled to Naomi’s Village 

and has seen firsthand God’s miraculous healing love in action there.  

The children at Naomi’s Village have had great loss and great hurt and 

many felt forgotten by God. The dedicated staff and volunteers who 

envision changing Kenya from the inside out, use the power of Christ’s love to restore, heal, 

and give a future to these children. It is Missions prayer that the congregation will joyfully join 

with us to communicate with, encourage, love, and cheer on these little ones. More specific 

information will be available to the congregation in the next few weeks about each child and 

how folks and families can get involved. 

Faith is once again going to be a drop off location for Matt’s Coats for Kids. This is 

a wonderful local charity who seeks to provide our areas’ poor children with 

outerwear for the winter. There will be a big collection box in the main entry and 

one by the daycare office beginning the last week of October. You can donate 

gently used and new coats, jackets, and snow pants. Sizes for toddlers thru high 

school age, also new mittens, gloves, and hats for all ages. This is a great way to 

keep kids warm and show our Christian love!!!  

The annual Thanksgiving Basket project will start in October too!! The sign up will be online 

beginning Oct 18th and all items will be due by Friday November 19th. We will be filling 60 

baskets for families in need both within the Faith family and in the community at large. Thanks 

in advance for your help and support with this fantastic tradition of giving!!!! 

Missions could not do any of these projects without the continuing prayers and support of the 

congregation. We are blessed and thankful for all you do. 

In His name, Marguerite McKee 
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Operation Christmas Child  
 
Operation Christmas Child time is here! Operation Christmas 
Child, a project of Samaritan’s Purse, delivers shoeboxes filled with 
small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of 
reaching out to children in communities around the world with the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. They are shipped to children who live in areas affected by war, 
poverty, natural disaster, famine, and disease; and to children living on Native American 
reservations in the U.S.  
 
This year, using funds from a Thrivent Grant and the Faith Church Mission Team, we are again 
asking the church members to help fill 100 boxes. The boxes will already have toothbrushes, 
soap, washcloths, hairbrushes, and combs inside. A list of additional suggested items will be 
provided. Shoeboxes will be available to be picked up under the tent on October 17 and 24 and 
in the church office. The return dates are November 7th and 14th.  
 
You may contact Karen Wright, 377-4414 for additional information. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Faith Lutheran Youth 
                                                                      

Thank you.. 

-To the all of the youth and adults who attended Sunday Night 
FLY last month!  It is so great to enjoy worship, Bible 
discussions, games, and friends BACK in our FLY Room! 

-To everyone who volunteered, ate, and supported FLY at our first Trashplate FUNdraiser on Sept. 
12!  We raised around $1,000 for our youth attending Flower City Work Camp in Rochester and the 
National Youth Gathering in Houston next year!  We’ll be selling more trashplates on Oct. 17!  
Thanks for your support! 
 
 
Sunday Night FLY “Influencer” – Oct. 10 
Most of us have encountered or even follow “influencers” on social 
media.  But what does it mean to be a true influencer – someone 
who can truly change the world for good?  Invite your friends for 
an awesome night of learning what it means to be a Christian 
influencer, plus we’ll worship & play games, too! 
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Sunday Night FLY “Aliens, Ghosts & Zombies” – Oct. 24 
Do aliens, ghosts & zombies exist?  What do you think?  If any of these exist, how does it impact our 
society… how does it impact our faith?  Invite your friends to be part of this fascinating discussion 
and we’ll also be playing an old favorite game: Aliens! 
 
*About Sunday Night FLY (SNFLY): 
Youth in grades 7-12 meet on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month from 7-8:45pm in the FLY Room 
from Sept-June!  We worship together, read God’s Word, talk in small groups, play large group 
games, eat lots of food, and more!  The nightly topics are always relevant for teens as we grow 
together in our relationships with God & others.  The FLY Café is open from 6:30-9 where youth can 
purchase candy, soda, t-shirts, and other FLY merch. (Popcorn is always FREE!)  Spin the Birthday 
Wheel for a fun birthday surprise!  The Nintendo Switch, air hockey, and foosball games can be 
played before and after Sunday Night FLY.  Friends are always welcome at this high-energy event!  It 
really is the best night of the week! 
 
Trashplate FUNdraiser – Sunday, Oct. 17 
Help support our youth attending the National Youth Gathering and Flower City Work Camp by 
buying a delicious Trashplate or burger on Sunday, Oct. 17 under our Faith tent!  FLY will be serving 
Trashplates with all the fixins: home fries, mac salad, burgers, sauces, and more!  Or you may choose 
to get a burger and chips!  FLY will be serving from 9:30am-12:30pm and will have takeout 
containers available, too.  Thanks for supporting our youth! 
Sign-up online here to volunteer. 
 

2021 Jr. FLY Fall Retreat – 
“Loveology” – Oct. 1-3 @ Camp 
Stella Maris 
7th & 8th graders will be enjoying 
zip-lining, a high ropes course, 
outdoor activities, night games, and 
Bible lessons at our annual Jr. FLY 
Fall Retreat on Oct. 1-3 at Camp 

Stella Maris in the Wegman House!  It’s going to be an awesome weekend and a great way to start 
our year together!  Attendees are to be at Faith by 5:30pm on Friday, Oct. 1 and we’ll arrive back to 
church by 9:30am on Sunday, Oct. 3 (in time for Confirmation class).  Get ready to discover your love 
language!  
 
Jr. FLY Confirmation Class – Sundays @ 9:45-10:40am in Room 204 
7th & 8th grade students are going through the Small Catechism on Sundays with Pastor Peter and 
Pastor Ben.  If you miss a class, you can download the PowerPoint presentation online at: 
https://faithpenfield.org/ministries/confirmation-lessons  
 
Sunday Morning Sr. FLY Bible Class – Sundays @ 9:45-10:40am in the FLY Room 
This month, 9th-12th grade students are continuing their journey through the “40 Days in the Word” 
Bible Study on Sundays with our awesome Youth Advisors and Interns.  Our FLY Interns will be 
leading our Oct. 24 and Oct. 31 classes and will be focusing on “Death” and “Life.”  Join us! 
 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-fundraiser-sign-up
https://faithpenfield.org/ministries/confirmation-lessons
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October is Confirmation Month at Faith! 
At worship services on Oct. 17th and Oct. 24th, different 9th grade confirmands will be presenting 
their Faith Art & Faith Statement Projects.  Confirmands will be sharing their faith in Christ through 
an original piece of art and an essay.  Their projects will be displayed in the Concourse leading up to 
Confirmation Sunday on Oct. 31.  They will publicly confirm their baptismal faith that day at the 
10:45 service.  Please pray for these confirmands as they publicly confess their faith in Christ! 
 
 

Confirmation Presentation Schedule 
 

Oct. 17th  
8:30 - Charlie Wolfanger 

 
Oct. 24th  

8:30 - Annika Vogl 
10:45 – Annabelle Weis 

 
 
Jr. FLY Activity Night: Switch Night – Nov. 5 
Come play Super Smash Bros. Ultimate and Mario Kart on the big screen on Friday, Nov. 5 @ 7-
9:30pm!  We will battle & race tournament style and there will be prizes for the winners (& losers)!  
Bring your friends to this fun Activity Night in the FLY Room! 
 
ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS! 
We need your college addresses so we can send you cookies next month!  Please email your address 
to Kris Cronk (Faith’s Secretary) at: secretary@faithpenfield.org.  Thanks! 
 
National Youth Gathering UPDATE 
Many thanks to everyone who registered for next summer’s National Youth Gathering in Houston!  It 
will be an incredible trip together!  Adult leaders will be selected this month and every participant 
will be assigned a Community Group & notified of our next NYG meeting. 
 
2021-22 FLY Contact Form/Activity Participation Form 
Youth & their parents should complete this annual, online contact form to participate in on-site FLY 
activities at Faith: faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form.  This form also helps us stay 
connected and helps us plan future FLY events. Thanks for filling it out! 
 
Meet our FLY Interns! 
FLY has started a new internship program for 10th-12th grade students to grow in their God-given 
gifts and leadership abilities.  Youth apply to serve in 6-month internships (either Sept.-Feb or Mar.-
Aug.) and work alongside Pastor Peter and our Youth Advisors in planning and leading various FLY 
Bible classes and events throughout the year.  The interns also serve as a liaison between other 
youth and the Youth Advisors.  So if you have feedback or ideas relating to FLY, please contact our 
new FLY interns: 
Dave Young: davethedryguy@gmail.com  
Ellie Vogl: elisabethv743@gmail.com  

mailto:secretary@faithpenfield.org
http://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form
mailto:davethedryguy@gmail.com
mailto:elisabethv743@gmail.com


Faith Lutheran Church October 2021 Faith Notes 

  12 

 
*FLY Safety Policy* 
-At this time, face masks are required at our indoor FLY events. Hand sanitizer and extra face masks 
will always be available. 
-We are following rules and guidelines set up by our church leadership and local health & 
government authorities. 
-We want to protect our youth and their family members. 

-We also don’t want our youth going into quarantine for not wearing a mask.  
-MERV-13 air filters are in every space in our church building, plus additional portable air filter units 
are in each classroom. 
-If you are feeling sick, are running a fever, have a cough, or have been exposed to someone with 
COVID-19 - please stay home for your safety and the safety of others.  
Thanks for understanding! 
 

Mark Your Calendars… 

Nov. 5 – Jr. FLY Activity Night 
Nov. 7 – Bake Sale @ Faith 
Nov. 14 – Sunday Night FLY “Cookies for College Students” 
Nov. 19 – Sr. FLY Bonfire @ Alello’s 
Nov. 28 – Sunday Night FLY “In All Things” 
 
JOIN FLY’s Text-based Communication Service! 
Sign-up to receive reminders, announcements, and other info about upcoming FLY events right to 
your phone here: https://www.remind.com/join and join this class: flyouth. 

 
 
Check us out on YouTube! 
You can watch hilarious Coffee House videos, FLY promos, and more on our YouTube 
page?! 
www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth  
 
 
Connect with FLY on Facebook!  Join our group today! 
Search for “Faith Lutheran Youth (FLY)” on Facebook or type out this link… 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/  
 
 
 
Follow FLY on Instagram! 
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/ 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.remind.com/join
http://www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/
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Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) 

 

“Where your child can grow in body, mind and spirit” 

 

Our theme for this month is “Farm” and “Harvest” 

• Our 3-year-olds will also be working on Numbers 3 & 4, The Color Red, The Square Shape 

and Letters E, I, L. 

• Our Infants, Toddlers and 4-year-olds will be working on the letters E, F, G and H, The 

Color Blue and the Square Shape and Numbers. 

Our Faith Character words for the month will be Goodness, Faithfulness and Gentleness and Self-Control. 

Our Bible Stories will be A New Home, The Visitors, A Bride for Isaac, and Isaac’s Blessing. 

Our Faith Character Trait is Patient. 

There are a few special activities we will be having in October: 

• Pumpkin Patch- October 7 

• Penfield Schools Closed – October 8 and 11 (School Age here all day) 

• Harvest Festival- October 28 

 

If you know of anyone who is wonderful with children 

and is looking for a great job send them our way. We 

are always looking for amazing teachers to love our 

kids.  

As I walk around the classrooms at FCCNS, I 

sometimes wish I was a child again, when life was 

easier, and problems could be fixed with a sorry and 

a hug. Wouldn’t it be amazing if grown-ups adopted 

that same philosophy? If we all went around hugging 

each other apologizing for whatever we did to upset 

each other. Could you imagine? Yes, we might not all 

have the same viewpoint but that shouldn’t change 

how we love one another.  It didn’t change the way 

Jesus treated people. He met them where they were 

and helped them become who they were meant to 

be. May we all strive to do the same. Happy October! 
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HOW TO REDUCE TAXABLE INCOME WITH A QUALIFIED 

CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION 

 
In an effort to help you be a good steward of the gifts God has given you, we would 

like to share a strategy that could be a blessing to you, your family, and our Faith 

family. 

 

The generous standard deduction available for the current tax year is welcomed by many as it will 

simplify filing and could even reduce your tax bill.   Even if you take the standard deduction, 

however, there is a tax-savvy strategy that allows retirees to further reduce their tax liability by 

taking advantage of qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) from their individual retirement 

accounts.  This charitable rollover provision allows IRA owners 70 ½ years or older to transfer up to 

$100,000 per year directly from their IRA to one or more qualified charities, without that donation 

being counted as taxable income when it is withdrawn.  In addition, these qualified charitable 

distributions count as part of the person’s required withdrawals from the IRA account. 

 

 

Please consult your tax adviser and IRA trustee to make sure that you meet the qualifications to 

take advantage of this provision and that the distribution is properly processed. 

 

 

If you would like to make a qualified charitable distribution to Faith Lutheran Church, please instruct 

your IRA trustee or custodian to make a transfer from the IRA directly to Faith Lutheran Church as 

the payee on the check.  You may also have the distribution transferred directly from your IRA 

account to Faith Lutheran Church’s checking account by contacting Kay Gerlach in the church office 

at 485-0412 or finance@faithpenfield.org for the necessary information.  Your donation will be 

credited to support the unified budget of Faith Lutheran Church unless you designate otherwise via 

written communication to either Kay Gerlach, Director of Finance, or Kris Cronk, Church Secretary. 

 

Please know that we sincerely appreciate any gift you make to support the ministry and mission of 

Faith Lutheran Church.  We are so blessed that God provides so many ways for us to be a part of His 

work here on earth!  May your gifts serve as a reminder that God provides all that you have and has 

given to us His greatest gift of all – His Son, Jesus who gave His very life for you! 
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The Saresky Family would like to express our deep appreciation for all the 

kind thoughts, prayers, donations of cookies, sharing of memories, musical 

offerings and presentations provided in celebration of the life of our father, 

Pastor Ed Saresky. We feel tremendously blessed to be part of such a 

supportive and loving congregation! 

_________________________________________________________________ 

From the Church Office 
Member Change of Address: 

• Audrey Velepec                                                                   St. Ann's Community  
                                                          1500 Portland Ave. Rm 206, Rochester NY 14621 

 
New Announcement Request Form: 
If you have an announcement that you’d like to include in our bulletin announcements or monthly 
newsletter “Faith Notes,” please submit an Announcement Form either in the Church Office or 
online here: https://faithpenfield.org/resources/announcement-form This new form will help us 
streamline our communications within our congregation and to our community.  Thanks for 
understanding!  Please contact the Church Office if you have any questions.  
 
New Altar Flowers Form: 
Help beautify our sanctuary on a Sunday morning by giving altar flowers in honor or memory of a 
loved one. Please complete a new online form and pay the $75 fee at our online giving page here: 
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/altar-flowers 
*You may also choose to contact Kris Cronk (secretary@faithpenfield.org) and send a check to the 
Church Office made out to "Faith Lutheran Church" and Altar Flowers in the memo line. 
 
November Faith Notes Articles due Wednesday, October 17 
All submissions for the November 2021 Faith Notes should be directed to our Church Secretary, 
Kris Cronk by Oct. 17 (secretary@faithpenfield.org). Thank you! 
 
Birth of: 
- Jaxson Hubert Forbes, (9/24/21), great-grandson of Hubert & Audrey Velepec 
 
Called to Glory: 
- Jan Porrey, (8/24/21) cousin of Ed Lindskoog 
- Joan Jewell, (8/29/21) cousin of Darlene Byrn and Laurie Ebbecke 
- Madeline Yenzer, friend of Patrick Fuller 
- Charlie Lutz, (9/3/21) cousin of Dave Malecki 
- Dennis Stewart, close friend of Debbie Heggemeier 
- Richard Spero, (9/6/21) friend of Ed Lindskoog 
- Pastor Edward Saresky, (9/9/21) father of Edward, Cathy, Mark and Pat 
- Mike Musson, (9/11/21) nephew of Kurt & Sharon Finkbeiner 
- Barbara Mugnolo (9/13/21) mother of Reverend Bill Mugnolo 
- Dr. Dan Wistran, roommate and friend of Ray Linder 
- Judith Walsh, (9/24/21) dear friend of Carol Letky 
- Joan Bird, (9/26/21) mother of Peter Bird 
- Emily Ophardt, (9/26/21) relative of Darlene Byrns and Laurie Ebbecke 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/annou
https://faithpenfie/
mailto:secretary@faithpenfield.org
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Birthdays 
 

Oct 1 

  Nancy DiBella 
Oct 2 

  Madison Aloi 
  Ben Braun 
  Kenneth Kiellach 
  Sharon Long 
  Kristen Weis 
Oct 3 

 Melani McDonough 

 Jane Smurthwaite 

Oct 4 

 Lindsay Agor 

 Elizabeth (Liz) Alvut 

Emmett Taillie 

Oct 5 

 William Love 

 Alexander Palmer 

Oct 7 

 Sylvia Pape 

Oct 8 

 Alan Fernaays 

Oct 9 

 Janet Miles 

 Teagan Monczynski 

Oct 10 

 Walter Becker 

Ian Withall 

Oct 11 

 Beth Bird 

 Sharon Finkbeiner 

Oct 12 

 Russell Brooks 

Oct 15 

 Julie Maginn 

 Scott Maginn 

 Annika Vogl 

 Abigail Wood 

Oct 16 

 Martin Launer 

 Michelle Valerio 

Oct 17 

 Jeffrey Aspenleiter 

 Dean Muller 

Oct 18 

 Madison Deutsch 

 Christopher Wood 

Oct 19 

 Benjamin Mazzochetti 

Oct 20 

 Margaret Crounse 

 Amelia DuBois 

 Anthony Mitchell 

Oct 21 

Joyce Hermanson 

Robin Wagstrom-Arnone 

Oct 22 

 Matt Kime  

Oct 23 

 Andrew D’Ambrosio 

 Tyler Hignett 

 John Keller 

 Leta Muller 

Oct 25 

 Susan Brown 

 Heather Hoad 

 Linda Pritchard 

 Robert Schembri 

Oct 26 

 Jessica Freeman Bittner 

 Melissa Morgan 

 Annabelle Weis 

Oct 27 

 Erica Cappellino 

 Betsy Casey 

 Laurie Ebbecke 

 Lillian Frietag 

Oct 28 

 Mason Schembri 

 Rae Usinger 

Oct 29 

 Joan Weise 

Oct 30 

 William Withall 

Oct 31  

Gary Freeman 

Rebecca Kniess 

Elmer Pankratz 
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Anniversaries
 
Oct 1 
 Matthew & Joy Ruffell 
Oct 3 
 Emory & Mary Ford 
Oct 4 
 Daryl & Christie Pichan 
 Michael & Carrie Spencer 
Oct 6 
 Todd & Jodianne Natemeier 
Oct 7 
 James & Amanda Gerlach 
Oct 9 
 Patrick & Carrie Resch 
Oct 10 
 Frederick & Kathleen Mason 
Oct 12 
 Betty Porter & Patrick Sullivan 
 Joseph & Jennifer Twomey 
Oct 15 
 Keith & Debra Gierman 
 Alex & Linda Pritchard 

Oct 17 
 David & Sandi Banning 
 Chris & Nicole Lucci 
Oct 18 
 David Malecki & Lisa Hutchings 
Oct 20 
 Douglas & Nancy Alvut 

Alan & Charlene Fernaays 
Oct 21  
 Dominic & Candice Gallina 
Oct 24 
 Robert & Janice Schrack 
Oct 25 
 Adalbert & Brigitta Lux 
Oct 27 
 Richard & Linda Demme 
Oct 30 
 Mark Saresky & Kristine Parmele 
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2576 Browncroft Blvd 

Rochester NY 14625-1530 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


