
 
         

 

 

We Give You Thanks for Faith… 

for Friends…for Food 

Amen. 
 

 

 
 

Lenten Dinners and Worship – All Wednesdays in March 

March Adult Bible Class: 5th-Daryl Pichan, 12th-Rev. Dr. Wayne Braun 

FLY Tubing - March 3rd, Cookies for College Kids - March 26th 

First Communion Classes – March 19th, March 26th, April 2nd 

L.I.F.T. Event at Ganondagan – March 18th 

Women’s Small Group Book Study – March 20th 

4th-6th Grade JRFLY Pizza and Games –  March 24th 

Ladies Game Night – March 25th 
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FCCNS Niagara Chocolates Fundraiser 

Faith Child Care and Nursery School 
2576 Browncroft Boulevard, Rochester, New York 14625-1530 

Phone:  (585) 381-3970                                                                                      Phone:  (585) 385-2360 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thur, 9am-4pm; Fri, 9am-12pm                         Hours:  7:00am-5:30pm 

 

Website:  www.faithpenfield.org                                                                  Website:  https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care  

 

Church Staff and Faith Child Care Staff 

 
PASTORAL and EDUCATION 
SENIOR PASTOR 
Rev. Ben Braun                               
ext. 13  
pastorben@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0143  
 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
YOUTH, COMMUNICATIONS & LIVESTREAM 

MINISTRIES 
Rev. Peter Johnson                         
ext. 16 
peter@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0146       
 
CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 
Shannon Wolf – Interim Sunday 
School Director 
sundayschool@faithpenfield.org 
 
Stephanie Johnson – Interim VBS 
Director 
vbs@faithpenfield.org 
  
Taylor Saunders – Nursery 
 

MUSIC 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ ORGANIST 
Dianne Christensen                  
ext. 17 
dianne@faithpenfield.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC  
Elizabeth Balentine                 
ext. 11 
elizabeth@faithpenfield.org  
 

OFFICE 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
Kris Cronk                                        

ext. 10 
secretary@faithpenfield.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
Kay Gerlach                            
ext. 12  
finance@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0142  
 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MANAGER 
Kurt Finkbeiner                       
ext. 15 
building@faithpenfield.org  
 

FCCNS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Mari-Beth Schembri 
381-3970 ext. 21 
mbschembri@fccnschildcare.com  
Direct Line 485-0151 
 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND 
OPERATIONS 
Lori Connolly  
381-3970 ext. 20 
laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com 
Direct Line 485-0150

 
Traditional Worship---8:30 AM Sundays  In-House and Livestreamed 

Contemporary Worship---10:45 AM Sundays In-House and Livestreamed 

Holy Communion Celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays  

 

Christian Education Opportunities 
Sunday School Classes (Age 3 through Grade 6), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Jr. FLY Confirmation (Youth in grades 7-8), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Sr. FLY Bible Class (Youth in grades 9-12), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Sunday Night FLY (Youth in grades 7-12), 2nd & 4th Sundays, 7-8:45pm 

Adult Bible Study Class – In-person and Livestreamed classes, Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

http://www.faithpenfield.org/
https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care
mailto:pastorben@faithpenfield.org
mailto:sundayschool@faithpenfield.org
mailto:vbs@faithpenfield.org
mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
mailto:finance@faithpenfield.org
mailto:building@faithpenfield.org
mailto:mbschembri@fccnschildcare.com
mailto:laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com
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Pastor Ben’s Corner 
“What about my pets?” 

 
“The Lord God took the man and placed him in the orchard in Eden to 

care for it and to maintain it.” – Genesis 2:15 
 
 As many of you know this past week, my family and I said 
goodbye to our dog Mitzy.  What you may not know is that Mitzy was 
a present from Anna and me to our kids, shortly after moving from 
Texas to New York and has been a large part of our home ever since.  

I know that many of you have known what it is like to say goodbye to the pets that have often brought 
so much joy to your lives. 
 The reason that I bring this up is because one of the most common questions I get asked after 
someone loses a pet (my family included.)  “What happens to my pet after it dies?”  So much is this 
question on many people’s hearts that in 1989, an animated movie entitled “All Dogs go to Heaven” was 
made.  But what do the Scriptures say about this subject? 
 First of all, it is important to know that the first commandment given to Adam and Eve (as seen 
in the above passage from Genesis), is to take care of the creation that God has placed them in.  Then in 
verse 19, God actually tasked Adam with naming/caring for the animals of this world.  When no suitable 
companion for Adam could be found, got gave to him Eve.  God cares about all creation and 
companionship for his people.  This command to care did not end with the fall into sin. 
 That brings me to the second thing we know, when sin enters into this world in Genesis chapter 
3, we learn that all of creation was affected by the existence of sin.  So yes, the death of our pets and 
any part of creation, as it is with human death, is the result of sin’s existence in this world.  That is why 
the loss of loved ones, and our “fur buddies,” should impact us.  They are reminders that with sin’s 
existence, we are not living in the world God designed it to be. 
 And that brings me to my final thing that we know, and that is the truth that God promises in 
Revelation 21:5 that, “Behold, I am making all things new again.”  He then concludes this verse by 
emphasizing its importance saying, “Write this down; for these words are trustworthy and true.”  In 
other words, He means it.  God promises to restore this world, to return it to the way He designed it to 
be! 
 Now does this mean that “All dogs go to heaven?”  The Scriptures do not say.  The only 
assurance that we have is that God grants eternity in His presence to those whose faith is in Him.  And 
yet the comfort is still there that even amidst the reality of sin in this world, God cares for all of His 
creation, so much so that He includes creation in His restoration plan.  And so, it is OK to grieve the loss 
of our “fur buddies.”  After all, caring for them is a fulfillment of God’s call to care for creation, and yet 
we do so knowing that God keeps His promises including that “(He) will make all things new again.” 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
><>Pastor Ben 
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From the desk of Dianne Christensen, Director of Music 
 
The Book of Psalms will play a significant role in our Lenten worship this year.  What are 
psalms and why are they important to both our corporate worship and our private prayer life? 
 
Psalms are a type of sacred song or hymn.   The word psalm comes from the Greek word 
“psalmos,” which is “a song sung to a harp.”  The Book of Psalms in the Bible are in essence 
Israel’s songbook or hymnal, and contains 150 songs, many of which are attributed to King 
David.  These songs continue to be sung in both Jewish and Christian worship today, 
standing the test of time for thousands of years.     
 
Through the psalms, God’s people sing about the situations and emotions that they find themselves 
experiencing.  The poetic verses are full of the feelings of the heart and describe a full range of 
emotions felt in various situations of life.  They speak of fears, hopes, doubts, bewilderment, sadness, 
pain, joy, beauty, and gratitude.  It seems there is a psalm to fit every situation with beautiful words to 
express the feelings of the heart.   This book is unique in that it is not just historical or prophetic, but it is 
also a window into the author’s inmost thoughts.  The words are unashamedly honest and show us that 
we are not alone in our doubts, worries, and vast array of feelings.  The poetry is full of genuine and 
earnest prayers that first begin with our need, then progress to an increase in our faith and reliance on 
God, and ultimately provide God’s consolation, peace, and contentment.  No matter what we are 
experiencing… failures or successes, losses or gains, depression or ambitions, sadness or hope, the 
psalms help us bring all these things to God. 
 

“…Be filled with the Spirit as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and 
making melody to the Lord in your hearts…”  Ephesians 5:19 

 
“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, and with gratitude 

in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.” Colossians 3:16 
 

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you – that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”  Luke 24:44 

 
These are some of the many references we find in the Bible encouraging us to sing psalms together as a 
form of worship, learning and prayer.  Martin Luther explained the psalms in the following way.  “The 
psalter ought to be a precious and beloved book, if for no other reason than this: it promises Christ’s 
death and Resurrection so clearly – and pictures His kingdom and the conditions and nature of all 
Christendom – that it might well be called a little Bible.” 
 
The psalms have been organized into various categories.  The number of categories depends on the 
source, but they include (among others) Thanksgiving, Lament, Praise, Kingship, and Wisdom (i.e. 
teaching a lesson or having a moral).  Some create pictures in our minds or refer to familiar scenarios to 
make a point.  For example, Psalm 23 gives a beautiful description of where sheep find themselves 
(green pastures, calm waters, a dark valley from which the shepherd must pull them out.) This, of 
course, all becomes an analogy of the Good Shepherd taking care of us, his sheep. 
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Our lectionary appoints a psalm for each Sunday and uses 105 of the 150 psalms found in the Bible.  We 
read in 2 Chronicles 29:30 that King Hezekiah commanded the Levites to sing the Psalms, and they did 
so “with gladness.”  Clearly, they were accustomed to singing and were able to just break into song with 
assumedly well-known tunes.  We no longer have the tunes that the Israelites might have used since 
they would have been transmitted orally rather than in written form.  So how do we sing the psalms 
today?   
 
One of the most common ways that we sing psalms is as metrical psalms, or a song following a regular 
meter.  For example, a common meter, such as 8.6.8.6. would indicate 4-line phrases with the first line 
having 8 syllables and the next with 6 syllables, etc.  Obviously, the meter from the original Hebrew is 
lost in the translation.  However, with some slight changes, the content of the poetry can fit.  An 
example might be LSB 710. 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 
He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green: He leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 

 

There is a beauty in the rhythm of it, though the translation into English from the original Hebrew 
clearly presents some poetic challenges.  The placement of words from how we would naturally say 
these sentences becomes a bit obscured.  So, either we have to edit the words to fit into a hymn style or 
tunes we know, or we can create tunes to fit the words. 
 
A common historical way to sing psalms is by chanting them.  Chanting is a combination of speaking and 
singing that allows the scripture to be conveyed without the restraints of rhythm, rhyme, and stanza 
divisions.  There are various kinds of chant that have developed through history.  Plainsong is the 
earliest form of Christian music and has been around since the early years of the Christian Church.  It 
possibly grew out of synagogue chants that might have been familiar to Jesus.  Plainsong is 
unaccompanied unison melodies sung in Latin in a free rhythm that corresponds to the accentuation of 
the words.  Most of us have heard of Gregorian Chant, which refers to the plainsong chants that were 
collected and codified during Pope Gregory’s time (c. 600 A.D.) and serve as the foundation of Roman 
Catholic song. 
 

In our tradition, we sometimes use psalm tones to sing the psalms.   These are 
melodic formulas where most of the text of the psalm is chanted on a single 
note.  They were originally written in “neums,” which are little square notes 
instead of what we know in our modern notation.  Because of the parallel 

structure usually found in psalm verses, they divide into two fairly equal parts. In the front of our 
hymnal, you will find all the psalms with the text “pointed,” which means it is marked to give the reader 
instruction as to how to fit the words to the music.  An asterisk marks the division between the first and 
second section, which is noted by the bar line in the music.  Sometimes a colon serves this purpose.  
Slashes divide these sections into 2 parts.  All the words before the slash are sung on one note.  The 2nd 
part after the slash is very short and individual notes are given for each syllable.  The psalms are sung in 
the natural rhythm of speech. 
 
 

Glory be to the Father | and to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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Many Latin psalm tones do not translate well into English due to the number of syllables in the words 
and where the accents fall.  Therefore, during the English Reformation, the Church of England came up 
with their own form of chant – Anglican chant.  The Anglican psalm tones were written in 4-part 
harmony allowing church choirs to chant in parts.  This kind of chant first started being used around the 
same time as the Book of Common Prayer came into use (16th c.) but was well established by the 18th 
century.  Anglican Chant has a standard pattern so any pointed psalm will fit with any Anglican chant. 
 
Byzantine chant, which is used in some Orthodox churches, is more improvisational than Plainsong or 
Anglican chant.  The given tone determines the beginning, middle and ending notes of each phrase.  
Then the other notes are not just monotone but can go up and down as the chanter wishes. 
 
Another way to sing the psalms is in a refrain and verse style, or responsorially, meaning that a 
response/refrain is sung by the full congregation with the verses sung by a cantor or leader.  There are 
several common kinds.  Some have a sung refrain with either spoken verses or chanted verses.  
Sometimes there is a sung refrain with a Gelineau-style psalm tone for the verses.  Joseph Gelineau, a 
French Catholic Jesuit priest, developed this style in the 1950’s.  The verses in this style are somewhat 
chant-like but they have a regular meter.  Though they are metric, the words do not fall into set musical 
rhythmic patterns, which can obscure the natural lengths of their syllables, making it a style that fits 
better with normal speech.  It is also authentic to the Hebrew poetic style as the ancient Hebrew meter 
focused on the number of stresses within a line rather than on the number of syllables.  Other 
responsorial psalms have more lyrical or song-like refrains with through-composed verses, meaning 
each verse has a different melody fitting the individual verse texts and characteristics. 
 
During the next five Sundays of Lent, we will be singing, learning about, and worshipping with some of 
the Psalms of Lament.  Together we will experience psalm singing in various ways, including different 
kinds of responsorial songs, chant with psalm tones, Anglican chant, and metrical interpretations in the 
form of hymns.  May the richness of the texts and the beauty of the music enhance your experience this 
Lenten season. 
 
 

 

 
 
Wednesday Lenten Series: The Images of Christ’s Passion 
This year during lent we will be bringing back our Lenten Dinners at 5:45pm, you are able to sign up in 
the concourse to bring a dish, please note the different themes for each evening.  After our Lenten 
Dinners, we will be moving to the sanctuary at 6:30pm for our 30 to 45 min Lenten Services, this year 
we will be focusing on various images of Holy Week.  These images and the messages accompanying 
them are designed to help paint a more full picture of what Christ accomplished for each and every one 
of us during His Passion on that most holy of weeks.  We hope you can join us. 

Schedule for Lenten Dinner Groups:   Spaghetti Dinner – 5:30pm,  March Dinners at 5:45pm  
February 22nd (Ash Wednesday) - Spaghetti Dinner (Youth)   
March 1 - Potluck – (Music and Worship Lead) 
March 8 - Soup and Salad Night  
March 15 - European Night (Leadership Board) 
March 22 - Italian Night (FCCNS) 
March 29 – Taco Night (Anna’s Bible Study) 
 
Groups or individuals are welcome to sign up in the concourse.  Otherwise, bring a favorite dish, bread, 
dessert, or beverage to add to the dinner.  Friends are always welcome! 
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Adult Education 
 

Adult Education Hour:  Guest Teachers (while Pastor Ben is on the Israel trip):   

March 5th – Daryl Pichan,  March 12th – Rev. Dr. Wayne Braun 

 

Women’s Small Group at Anna Braun’s Home 
The group will be following the book called, “Elijah: Spiritual Stamina in Every Season” by 
Melissa Spoelstra.  The group will meet at Anna’s home on 3/20, 4/17, 5/1 & 5/15.  Please 
contact Anna at ammbraun@gmail.com if you’re interested or have questions. 

 
Joining the Journey:  beginning March 19th  

As many of you know on March 1st, 2023, 16 people (including Anna and myself) will be journeying on a 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  I know that this is a trip that many people would like to join and may be 

looking to go on in the future.  With that in mind, following the trip you are invited to join me during the 

education hour on our journey through Israel.  I will be inviting others who attended the trip to share 

their testimonies on what God did in their hearts on this trip.  We will also be looking at various 

historical sites we visited, and the biblical accounts associated with those sites, to show how God has 

been at work in this world throughout the Scriptures and the history of this world.  We look forward to 

having you join us on this journey.  I also want to say thank you to Daryl Pichan and Rev. Wayne Braun 

for teaching on the 5th and 12th of March. 

 
 

Goings on at Faith 

The Dorcas Group is meeting on Thursday March 9th at 11:30 am in Room 204. Please 
bring your lunch and join us for some socializing and making of pillows, bears, walker 
bags and shirt savers. Everyone is welcome to join us.  Contact Laurie Ebbecke at 671-
7285  or Karen Wright at 377-4414  with any questions.  
                               

 
    SOLA – Strength of Living Alone 

We will meet at 11:30 for lunch on Friday, March 10th.  Everyone will pay their own 
bill.  Donna Kaser will send out an email to let you know the specific restaurant.  We will 
need to know if you are coming so we can alert the restaurant and have enough seats for 
everyone.  If you are interested, please email Donna to get on the contact list.  We will be 
meeting for games on March 28th at 2:30 in the Community Room.  If you have any 
questions or want more information please email Donna Kaser at dontshop@gmail.com 
or call or text 259-6488. 
 
 
Stephen Ministry Training Schedule 
Tuesdays:  March 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th  @ 6:30 p.m. in Room 204 
 
 
 

mailto:ammbraun@gmail.com
javascript:window.top.openSendEmail('dontshop@gmail.com','','','');
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Prayer Shawl Ministry had a very successful prayer shawl display in February and several people chose 

shawls for themselves or someone they knew in need of comfort.  The 
prayer squares were very popular also. 
Some people said they would like to participate in this ministry, but felt 
their skills were not quite what they needed to be, in order to create a nice 
piece of work.  Marie Ferner, one of our prayer shawl ministry members, is 
very accomplished both in knitting and crocheting and would be happy to 
work with anyone who is interested in participating. 
Please think about joining us for our next meeting on Monday, March 13 at 
1:30 in room 204 

 
 

Ladies Game Night Saturday, March 25th at 7pm in the Community Room.  You can 
bring a snack or dessert if you’d like and a favorite game, otherwise we will have 
plenty of games. It's going to be an opportunity for fun and fellowship for the women 
of Faith, college age and older, and feel free to bring a friend! 
   

 

        Spring Women’s Book Group The Faith Women’s Book Group is reading the 
mystery thriller, The Last Thing He Told Me, by Laura Dave.  Hannah Hall’s husband 
Owen disappears, leaving a note telling her to “Protect her,” referring to Owen’s 16-
year-old daughter. Hannah and her stepdaughter set out to discover the truth about 
Owen, as they start putting together the pieces of his past. Join us on Thursday, May 
11, at 7:00 for another lively discussion. For more information contact Rae Usinger    
(585 738-9345 cell; 585 381-1391 home) or Barb Riethmeier (585 704-8459 cell). 

 

 
L.I.F.T.  Events 

 

 
March 18th L.I.F.T. Event is at Ganondagan, the Seneca Arts & Culture Center @ 7000 County Rd. 41 
(Boughton Hill Rd) Victor, NY to tour the museum and we will eat after (place to be determined later.)  
Meet at church @12 noon or at the Museum by 12:30.  Signup is in the concourse or contact Linda/Tom 
Hanss for more information. 
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Love so amazing, so divine,  

demands my soul, my life, my all! 
Text: Public Domain 

 

 

Before we dive in for another hymn endeavor, I 
wanted to say thank you to all that have expressed 
support and excitement regarding me entering the 
colloquy process to become a rostered (called) church 
worker of the LCMS. This step is exciting, and really 
makes sense for the life and career of service to our 
Lord that I strive to live.  
When you are reading this in March, we are in the thick 
of Lent.  Ash Wednesday has ushered us in to this time 

of penitence and reflection. A standard hymn by Isaac Watts always comes to mind during this time 
period, When I Survey the Wondrous Cross. This hymn has successfully landed in hymnals of many Christian 
denominations without alteration to the text. This hymn has also been adapted into the contemporary 
repertoire under the title Wonderful Cross. Even in the contemporary realm, the text of these verses 
remains unaltered, all that was added was a refrain with a beautiful message “Oh the wonderful cross, 
bids me come and die and find that I may truly live. Oh the wonderful cross, all who gather here by grace 
draw near and bless your name.” During this time of Lent, we have the privilege of reflecting on this gift 
of grace poured out on us.  
“Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all!” is the closing line of When I Survey. I feel 
that the traditional melody messes up the emphasis of the syllables in this phrase, and thereby disrupts 
the meaning. Mostly in the second half “DEE-mands my soul, my life, my all”. We don’t say DEE-mands, 
we say de-MANDS, a more authoritative cadence. Our Lord deMANDS of us to love him with all of our 
everything, not asking for a favor, or if we feel like it, it’s a demand, an order. This phrase resides in the 
Old and New Testaments. In Deuteronomy 6:5 it reads “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength.” This is similar to what is recorded in the book of Luke, 
however, in the book of Mark he records that Jesus is directly quoting this verse from Deuteronomy and 
also the verse that comes before it.  
The importance of being part of the Church has been instilled in me from a young age. I’ve touched on 
some of this before. As soon as I had enough musical training, music became the avenue in which I 
connected to God the most. Whenever I have changed congregations, I would always try to just sit back 
and not be involved in the music, and that would usually last about 3 weeks max. My heart is in the 
worship music, and I don’t want to be anywhere else. Being able to share this spiritual fruit is a great 
blessing, and my desire for you is to continue to seek or foster the way that you connect to God the best. 
Lately, I have also been working on having a more open prayer dialogue with God – daily. It may seem like 
a cross-stitch platitude to participate in daily prayer and yet it is so much more. Lay your concerns at the 
feet of the Lord, cry out when you’re frustrated, speak with the Lord honestly – it’s not like you can hide 
anything anyway. Voicing the whirling concerns of your mind out loud in prayer gives them a place to go, 
a perfect landing point. When you take the time to collect your thoughts and feelings to pray it can help 
you to see the little ways God is moving in your life in response to your prayers.  
 

THE WONDERFUL CROSS Copyright © 2000 worshiptogether.com songs & six steps music (Admin by EMI Christian Music).  All Rights 
Reserved.  Used by Permission. CCLI, License 1723768 
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Children’s Ministry FLY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th-6th Grade Community Service Night: Thank you to all the older Sunday 
School students who participated in our community service night! We enjoyed 
making cards for Faith members who aren’t able to worship with us in person, followed by board games 
and a pizza dinner. Our next event will be held on Friday, March 24th from 5:30-7:00pm. Details will be 
emailed to families. We hope to see you there!    

 
Calling all Easter Egg Hunters!  Faith will once again be holding an Easter 
Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday, April 9th.  The Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for 
10:00 a.m.  Some of the eggs will contain non-food items, and all of the food 
items will be peanut free.  Kids will be divided into two groups for fairness 
and safety.  One group will be up to age 3 and the other group will be age 4 
and up (contents of the eggs will be age appropriate).  In the event of poor 
weather, the Easter egg hunt will be held indoors.  We hope to see you there.   

 
Kid’s Time Assistant:  We are in need of several more Kid’s Time Assistants.  Youth 6th grade through 
Senior year of high school will assist the children in completing any tasks of the lesson and provide 
support to the Kid’s Time Leader as necessary.  It’s a great way to earn volunteer hours! 
 
Sunday School Volunteers:  We are always looking for people who are willing to help with our Sunday 
School classes and become part of one of our teams. If interested, please contact Shannon Wolf at 
sundayschool@faithpenfield.org  
 
 

 

VBS 2023 REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 

Yee-Haw Y'all! It's VBS time! Come join us on the farm along 

with all your friends as we learn about how farmer's care for 

their land, like God cares for his people and his creation. Your 

kids will have an amazing time growing in their relationship with 

God through games, songs, crafts, stories, snacks, and more! 

Invite your family & friends to be part of the fun!  Camp will run 

from Monday, July 31 through Friday, August 4 from 9am-Noon 

at Faith Lutheran Church. Registration for volunteers will be 

coming later this spring. 

 

Registration for this year's VBS "Down on the Farm" is now OPEN on our website! 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/vbs-registration 

Children ages 4 through entering 8th grade in the fall of 2023 are eligible to attend this amazing experience!  Any 

questions, please contact our VBS Director, Steph Johnson, at vbs@faithpenfield.org.  We hope you can join us 

"Down on the Farm!" 

 

mailto:sundayschool@faithpenfield.org
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/vbs-registration
mailto:vbs@faithpenfield.org
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Dear Faith Family,  

In order for our ministries to strengthen and expand, we are looking for people to serve as the hands 

and feet of Jesus in the following areas & more: 
 

Altar Guild: Preparing communion and the chancel area for worship. 

Lay Readers: Proclaiming the Word of God to your brothers and sisters. 

Eucharist Assistants: Serving the Body of Christ to your brothers and sisters. 

PowerPoint Operators: Clicking the slides to facilitate singing and spoken parts of worship for your 

brothers and sisters. 

Ushers: Greeting your Faith Family, handing out bulletins, and helping them get situated in the 

sanctuary as needed. 

Livestream Producers: Running the worship services online every Sunday. 

Joseph Guild: Maintaining, fixing & painting our beautiful church facility on a regular basis. 

Gardeners: Weeding & maintaining Faith’s gardens once or twice a month. 

Stephen Ministry: Lay congregation members trained to provide one-to-one care to those experiencing 

a difficult time in life. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Knit or Crochet prayer shawls for people needing comfort due to illness or 

personal issues in their lives.  Meet with the group on the first Monday of the month at church and/or 

work at home to complete your projects.   

FCCNS: looking for volunteers to rock babies, classroom readers, classroom project helpers, 

craft/basement organizer. 
 

If you are able to assist in any of these areas, please contact Elizabeth Balentine and she can direct 

you accordingly (elizabeth@faithpenfield.org) and/or check the Worship Volunteer Sign Up for some 

general available slots found at this link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

From the Mission Board 
The Missions Ministry team is very grateful for the support of our ESWA winter collection and for the 
donations towards the Turkey/Syria earthquake recovery efforts. The total sent to Lutheran World 
Relief will be announced once all donations have been processed. 
 

The annual Easter Basket Food project will begin March 1st. There will be an online sign up as well as a 
sign-up opportunity in the concourse. We will be filling more than 60 baskets for families in need in the 
community. Baskets will be filled and delivered on Saturday April 1st. If you know of a family in need, 
please let the church office know by Sat, March 25th. We would LOVE to have volunteers to help sort, 
pack, and deliver the baskets!!  (You can go online or signup in the concourse to volunteer.) 
 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as the Missions chair for several years. But God is calling 
me to hand over the reigns.  If God is speaking to you about serving Him and others,  Missions is a 
wonderful way to answer that call. Please contact me if you would like to talk more about Missions and 
what this great ministry is all about.  
 
In His name, 
Marguerite McKee 

mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1
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Thank you…  
-To Elizabeth Ford for serving as our FLY Intern from Sept. 2022-Feb. 2023! 

-To the 15 youth and adults who attended our 2023 Sr. FLY Winter Retreat on Feb. 10-12!  Thank you 

to Elizabeth Ford, our previous FLY Intern, for creating and leading the “Hope” retreat!  Many thanks to 

Elizabeth Young, McKayla Nolan, Mari-Beth Schembri, and Pastor Peter for chaperoning! 

-To everyone who volunteered and supported FLY at our annual Spaghetti Dinner on Feb. 22!  Raised 

funds supported our youth attending the Group Workcamp in Woonsocket, RI this July!   

 

 
You and your friends are invited to: 

Mystery Night on Sunday, Mar. 12 from 7-9pm @ Faith Lutheran Church 
 

Are you ready for Mystery Night 2023?!  
Every year, FLY is surprised with a 

CRAZY, FUN mystery activity and this 
year there will be THREE mysteries… ;)  

 
If at least 60 youth attend Mystery Night 

on Mar. 12, we will be playing LASER 
TAG at an upcoming Sunday Night FLY! 

Let’s make this happen!!  
 

Past Mystery Nights: Bubble Soccer, Laser 
Tag, Life-sized Hungry, Hungry Hippos, and 

more! 
 

*Please fill out our online 2022-23 Activity Participation Form here: 
faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form
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FLY Tubing Night – Mar. 3 
Come snowtubing with your friends at Greystone in Walworth!  All participants who signed up on the 
FLY bulletin board should complete an online waiver here by Mar. 3: 
https://www.greystonetubing.com/info/waiver  Bring $26 for admission and extra money for snacks & 
drinks.  Parents can drop you off at 6:30pm and pick you up at Greystone (1400 Atlantic Ave, 
Walworth) around 9pm.  This will be a FUN trip with your friends and other FLYers! 
 
Sunday Night FLY – “Cookies for College Students” – Mar. 26 
Bring two dozen homemade cookies and your friends as we create care packages for our FLY college 
students!  After making care packages, we’ll play some crazy games together!  It’ll be a FUN night! 
 
*About Sunday Night FLY (SNFLY): 
Youth in grades 7-12 meet on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month from 7-8:45pm in the FLY Room 
from Sept-June!  We worship together, read God’s Word, talk in small groups, play large group games, 
eat lots of food, and more!  The nightly topics are always relevant for teens as we grow together in our 
relationships with God & others.  The FLY Café is open from 6:30-9 where youth can purchase candy, 
soda, t-shirts, and other FLY merch. (Popcorn is always FREE!)  Spin the Birthday Wheel for a fun 
birthday surprise!  The Nintendo Switch, air hockey, and foosball games can be played before and after 
Sunday Night FLY.  Friends are always welcome! 
 
Sunday Mornings @ 9:45am: 
-Jr. FLY Confirmation Class in Room 204 
-Sr. FLY Bible Class in the FLY Room.  On Mar. 26, our Sr. FLYers will be creating a lesson that they’ll 
teach to our Sunday school children on Apr. 2. 
 

 
First Communion Class (Mar. 19-Apr. 2) 
All 6th graders and their parents are invited to attend this 3-week class focusing 
on Holy Communion.  Our pastors will be leading the class on Sunday afternoons 
from Noon-1:45pm in Room 204.  Lunch will be served to students & 
parents.  This class will prepare 6th graders to receive Holy Communion for the 
first time on Maundy Thursday (Apr. 6) at 7pm.  Please talk to Pastor Peter if you 
have any questions (peter@faithpenfield.org). 
 

 
 
Cinnamon Roll Sunday – Apr. 2 
Purchase 5 delicious cinnamon rolls for $5 on Sunday, Apr. 2 in our church Concourse!  Youth & adults 
are needed to help bake and serve the rolls, sign-up on the FLY bulletin board to volunteer.  All 
proceeds benefit our workcampers headed to Rhode Island this July! 
 

https://www.greystonetubing.com/info/waiver
mailto:peter@faithpenfield.org
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Meet our New FLY Interns!   
Dave Young and Irene Alello will be serving as our new 
FLY Interns starting March 1 until Aug. 31!  For the next 
6 months, they will be planning and leading different FLY 
activities, mentoring other FLYers, and building their 
leadership skills in FLY!  We are so excited to see how 
God will work through Dave and Irene! 
 
Dave is a senior at Webster Schroeder.  Irene is a senior 
at Penfield.  Both are excited to grow as leaders and give 
back to their youth group in this way!  They will also be 
attending the Group Workcamp this summer and will be 
leading different portions of the trip! 
 
Elizabeth Ford will be handing off the internship to Dave 
& Irene in a funny “hand-off ceremony” during Mystery 
Night on Mar. 12!  Please join us in welcoming our new 
interns and thanking Elizabeth for her service! 
 
Small Group for FLY Parents 
Parenting teenagers is an adventure!  Sometimes it can 
feel like no-one else understands the highs and lows of this adventure.  BUT, you are not alone! Other 
FLY parents want to support and walk alongside you!  Come attend our small group on the first Sunday 
of the month from 7-8:30pm in the FLY Room.  If you’re interested in joining, feel free to talk to Cris 
Alello! 
 
Mark Your Calendars… 
Apr. 2 – Cinnamon Roll FUNdraiser 
Apr. 23 – SNFLY Remix 
May 7 – Pancake Breakfast 
 
Online Contact Form/Activity Participation Agreement 
Our church’s insurance company asks every youth to complete the following online form to participate 
in FLY activities on our church property this school year.  We also included some questions about the 
type of activities and topics you’d like FLY to cover this coming year.  
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form  
 
JOIN FLY’s Text-based Communication Service! 
Sign-up to receive reminders, announcements, and other info about upcoming FLY events right to your 
phone here: https://www.remind.com/join and join this class: flyouth. 

 
Check us out on YouTube! 
You can watch hilarious Coffee House videos, FLY promos, and more on our YouTube page?! 
www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth  
 

 Connect with FLY on Facebook!  Join our group today! 
 Search for “Faith Lutheran Youth (FLY)” on Facebook or type out this link…  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/  
 
 Follow FLY on Instagram! 
 https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/ 
 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form
https://www.remind.com/join
http://www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/
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Faith Child Care and Nursery 
School (FCCNS) 

“Where your child can grow in body, mind and spirit” 

  

 
Our themes for March are St. Patrick’s Day, Spring and 
Baby Animals.  
We will be working on Letters K, L, M and N.   
We will also be working on Measuring, the color Black 
and the Star shape.  
Our Faith Character words for the month will be 
Forgiveness, King, Feast and Sacrifice.  

Our Bible Stories will be The Lost Son, The True King, The Last Supper, Jesus is Arrested and 
Crucified. Our Faith Character Trait is Resourceful.  
 

• Penfield Schools Closed- March 3rd (School Age here all day). 

• Niagara Chocolate Fundraiser- Orders Due by March 17th  

 
I grew up in a household that was often filled with family and friends. 
From holiday get togethers to one of the neighborhood hangouts, the 
door was always open, and it still is.  My mom or dad would greet you 
with “Are you hungry? Let me make you something.” I loved that our 
friends and family felt welcomed and wanted. It is a value that I am 
happy to carry on. I want to share with others the blessings that I have 
received. I want to share with others that they are welcome and 
wanted, not just by me but by their heavenly father. I want everyone to 
know who Jesus is and that His love for us is unending. I want to make 
heaven crowded with the number of people who know the Good News. 
So come on in, the door is open.  It might be a little crowded, but we’ll 
make room.  
 
Happy March! Blessings to you all. 
 

 
FCCNS Notes  
Faith Child Care and Nursery School are now collecting bottles and cans from anyone wishing 
to donate deposit items. There is a recepticle in the Sacristy and one in the store room behind 
the kitchen. 

Empty Ink Cartridges is another item FCCNS is collecting. There is a box outside 
of the Executive Director’s door in the coatrack hallway.  
Thank you for all of your support! 
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HOW TO REDUCE TAXABLE INCOME WITH A QUALIFIED 

CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION 

 
In an effort to help you be a good steward of the gifts God has given you, we would 

like to share a strategy that could be a blessing to you, your family, and our Faith 

family. 

 

The generous standard deduction available for the current tax year is welcomed by many as it will 

simplify filing and could even reduce your tax bill.   Even if you take the standard deduction, 

however, there is a tax-savvy strategy that allows retirees to further reduce their tax liability by 

taking advantage of qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) from their individual retirement 

accounts.  This charitable rollover provision allows IRA owners 70 ½ years or older to transfer up to 

$100,000 per year directly from their IRA to one or more qualified charities, without that donation 

being counted as taxable income when it is withdrawn.  In addition, these qualified charitable 

distributions count as part of the person’s required withdrawals from the IRA account. 

 

 

Please consult your tax adviser and IRA trustee to make sure that you meet the qualifications to 

take advantage of this provision and that the distribution is properly processed. 

 

 

If you would like to make a qualified charitable distribution to Faith Lutheran Church, please instruct 

your IRA trustee or custodian to make a transfer from the IRA directly to Faith Lutheran Church as 

the payee on the check.  You may also have the distribution transferred directly from your IRA 

account to Faith Lutheran Church’s checking account by contacting Kay Gerlach in the church office 

at 485-0412 or finance@faithpenfield.org for the necessary information.  Your donation will be 

credited to support the unified budget of Faith Lutheran Church unless you designate otherwise via 

written communication to either Kay Gerlach, Director of Finance, or Kris Cronk, Church Secretary. 

 

Please know that we sincerely appreciate any gift you make to support the ministry and mission of 

Faith Lutheran Church.  We are so blessed that God provides so many ways for us to be a part of His 

work here on earth!  May your gifts serve as a reminder that God provides all that you have and has 

given to us His greatest gift of all – His Son, Jesus who gave His very life for you! 
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From the Church Office 
 

Faith Leadership Board Officers 
 

Chair - Karoline Trojian 
Vice Chair - Greg Gerbasi 

Secretary -  
Treasurer - Todd Natemeier 

              New Leadership Board Members - Bruce Oaks, Carrie Ford 
Nominating Committee Reps - Stacy Ledermann, and Carrie Hignett Steiner. 

 
Altar Flowers Form:  Help beautify our sanctuary on a Sunday morning by giving 

altar flowers in honor or memory of a loved one.  We will be utilizing silk altar 

flowers unless someone orders fresh flowers for a Dedication.  Any orders need 

to be in to the Church Office by the end of the 3rd week each month for the 

following month.  

 
* Either complete a new online form and pay the $75 fee at our online giving page here: 
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/altar-flowers 
*  Or contact Kris Cronk (secretary@faithpenfield.org) and send a check to the Church Office 
made out to "Faith Lutheran Church" and Altar Flowers in the memo line.   
*  Or Utilize the sign-up book on the Information Center in the concourse and followup with a 
check made out to "Faith Lutheran" Church with Altar Flowers in the memo line  
 

 
Announcement Request Form: 
If you have an announcement that you’d like to include in our bulletin announcements or monthly 
newsletter “Faith Notes.” Please submit an Announcement Form either in the Church Office or 
online here: https://faithpenfield.org/resources/announcement-form  
This form will help us streamline our communications within our congregation and to our 
community.  Thanks for understanding!  Please contact the Church Office if you have any 
questions.   
 
April Faith Notes Articles due Monday, March 20 and should be directed to our Church Secretary, 
Kris Cronk (secretary@faithpenfield.org). Thank you! 
 

Habitat for Humanity – Penfield Churches - Panera Fundraiser 

https://faithpenfie/
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/annou
mailto:secretary@faithpenfield.org
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Birthdays 
 

2  

  Mitchell Krenzer 
  Dean Pichan 
  Kathryn Schultz 
 4 

  Lynn Agor 
  Aiden Doty 
  Rachel Maschoff Trova 
 5 

 Beth Harstad 

 6 

 Karen Wright 

 7 

 Christian Mangerian 

 Nicholas Mangerian 

 8 

 Reginal Hynes 

 Joyce Lagas 

 Daniel Truax 

 Rebecca Kaser 

 9 

 Benjamin Harstad 

 10 

 Cristine Alello 

 Tad D’Ambrosio 

11 

     Michael Marsh-Lindskoog 

     Andrew Lindskoog 

     Lily Wright 

 12 Richard McDonough

 Michael Usinger  

 13 

 Madelyn Ebbecke 

Natalie Ford 

Benjamin Hoffman 

Corinne Mazzochetti 
Peter Schultz 

 14  

 Maria Sykes 

 Robert Schrack 

 15 

 Margo Natemeier 

 16 

 Alexander Aloi 

 Jonathan Morrison 

 17 

Deborah Alberty 

Jacob Gerlach 

Donna Kaser 

Donna Pellnat 

Jacob Schrack 

Christina Taillie 

Steven VanDerMallie 

Jacquelyn Hammond 

 18 

 Irene Alello 

 Christine August 

 Aubrey Hardisky 

 19 

Jenny Pease 

Steve Spiwak 

 20 

 Jeanne Shiao 

 Anne Thompson 

 Brian Hoffarth 

 21 

 Simon Phillips 

 22 

 Erin Ryskowski 

 Liam Smith 

 John Boyle 

 Aria Yorton 

 24 

 Jackie Kuipers 

 Ella McGahey 

 25 

 Carrie Steiner 

 26 

 Shirley Buckingham 

 Hailey Keller 

 Jackie Welk 

 27 

 Noreen Crouse 

 28 

 Norah Ostberg 

 30 

 Stephanie Johnson 

 Peter McKee 

 Mari-Beth Schembri 

 

 
Wedding Anniversaries

 
14 
 Lori and Ed Davis 
 15 
 Thomas and Linda Hanss 
  
16  

Larry and Marie Ferner 
  Kurt and Sharon Finkbeiner 

 22  
 Samuel and Marilyn Falzone 
 25 
 Guy and Sue Brown 
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New Address: 

• Diann Berndt  PO Box 12843, Rochester NY  14612   
 
 
Baptisms:  

• Josh Doty (2/25), son of Tracy (Maschoff) and Michael Doty 
 
Called to Glory: 

• John Malcho (1/16) electrician friend of Ed Lindskoog 
• Judith Roman (12/28/22), former member of Faith 
• Reg Henderson (1/19), acquaintance of Ed Lindskoog, resident of Ashley Woods 
• Dorothy Taylor (1/27), sister-in-law of Sharon Keillach, aunt of Tracey Testa, Kim Albert and 

Corey Sharp  
• John Goldblatt (1/23), friend and neighbor of the Gerlach family 
• Jerry Petersen (1/25), husband of Ed Lindskoog’s cousin Joyce 
• Della Cerasoli (1/30), neighbor of Diane VanAuken and friend of Ann Marie Schembri 
• Newborn child (1/2023) of Caroline and Rich, friends of Elisabeth Price, baby died 1 week 

before due date in utero  
• MacKenzie Smalt (1/31) and baby Nathaniel (1/28), cousin of Allison Neumann 
• Ernie Meszaros (1/31), uncle of Jackie Welk 
• Helen Duffee (2/1),106 year old aunt of Alan Crouse, in Iowa 
• Jean Casey (2/6), mother of Paula Metzler and Barb Krenzer 
• L. Edward Monaghan (1/11), father of Nancy Monaghan Coughlin 
• Mother/Grandmother of the Master Family 
• Milo Larson (2/7), great-uncle of Pastor Peter Johnson 
• David Glover (2/8), friend of Dave Lindskoog 
• Family of Mary Hardy (2/7), friend of the Muller Family 
• Maddison Barthelmes (2/14), granddaughter of Peggy Zorn (member of Faith Ladies Bowling 

League) 
• Lucille Cerasoli (2/7), sister of Sharon Cerasoli, Diane VanAuken’s neighbor 
• Elizabeth Marquardt (2/21), sister and sister-in-law of Hans and Jeanne Kurzik 
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Rochester NY 14625-1530 
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