
 

Reopening Christianity Sermon Series 
- 5 Challenging Questions Every Christian Must Answer - 

May 23rd - “Am I Moving Forward or Going Backward?” 

May 30th - “Am I A Contributor or A Consumer?” 

June 6th - “Am I Playing Offense or Defense?” 

June 13th - “Am I Known For What I Am For or Against?” 

June 20th - “Am I Willing To Follow Jesus As My Lord?” 

On May 23rd, Faith kicked off a 5-week Sermon series on “Reopening Christianity” 
based on the book with the same title by Zach Zehnder. You can read the book by 

downloading it here.  We will focus on each question during worship @ 8:30 & 
10:45am.  Join us in the Adult Bible Class each Sunday @ 9:45am as we dive deeper 

into these questions! 
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Faith Lutheran Church & Faith Child Care and Nursery School  
2576 Browncroft Boulevard, Rochester, New York 14625-1530 

Phone:  (585) 381-3970                                                                                      Phone:  (585) 385-2360 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thur, 9am-4pm; Fri, 9am-12pm                         Hours:  6:30am-6:00pm 
Website:  www.faithpenfield.org                                                                  Website:  https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care  

Church Staff 

Rev. Ben Braun, Senior Pastor                                                                                                                                 381-3970,   Ext. 13 
Rev. Peter Johnson, Associate Pastor, Youth, Communication, & Livestream Ministries                               Ext. 16 
Lyle Heggemeier, DCE, Adult Ministries                                                                                                                                       Ext. 14 

(Listed alphabetically) 

Elizabeth Balentine Director of Contemporary Music                                                                             Ext. 11 
Dianne Christensen Director of Music/Organist                                                                                         Ext. 17 
Kris Cronk  Secretary        Ext. 10 
Kurt Finkbeiner  Building and Grounds Manager                                                                                 Ext. 15 
Carrie and Steve Ford Directors, Children and Family Ministries                                                          Ext. 18 
Kay Gerlach  Director of Finance                                                                                                           Ext. 12 

Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) Staff 
Sharon Davenport Executive Director       385-2360 
Lori Connolly  Director of Finance & Operations     385-2360 

 

Traditional Worship---8:30 AM Sundays  In-House and Livestreamed 

Contemporary Worship---10:45 AM Sundays In-House and Livestreamed 

Holy Communion Celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays  

Christian Education Opportunities 
Sunday School Classes (Age 3 through Grade 6) – Class materials available online 
Jr. FLY Class (Grades 7 & 8) – Meets outside at Faith for Bible Class on Sundays @ 9:45am (through June 13) 
Sr. FLY Class (Grades 9-12) – Meets outside at Faith for Bible Class on Sundays @ 9:45am (through June 13) 
Sunday Night FLY (Grades 7-12) – Meets in-person, 2nd & 4th Sundays, 7:15-8:45pm (Sept-April & June 13) 
Adult Bible Study Class – In-person and Livestreamed classes, Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Advance seating reservations for in-house worship and in-person class attendance is requested.  
Register online at  www.faithpenfield.org or call the church office at 381-3970. 
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Pastor Ben’s Corner    
“To Mask or Not Mask?” 
“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such 
as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it might give 
grace to those who hear.” 
– Ephesians 4:29 

 Brothers and sisters in Christ, as most (if not all of you) 
are aware, once again everything has been thrown into 

uncertainty.  Especially given the recent advice given by the CDC and our state leaders 
regarding wearing masks and social distancing for those who have been vaccinated. 
 At our last “Reopening Workgroup” meeting we discussed these recommendations, 
as well as the results that came in from our last survey.  I will admit that the upcoming 
steps we are taking to move forward as a congregation, have been some of the hardest to 
plan.  And why?  Because our, state, country and yes even our congregation are divided in 
what we should do.  Do I wear a mask or is it time to cast them aside, appears to be a more 
divisive question than whether or not a person is a Chicago Cubs or St. Louis Cardinals fan. 
 As I reflected on this division I couldn’t help but fear what our decisions would do 
to the hearts of God’s saints here at Faith who have walked with each other throughout 
this pandemic.  I want to say “thank you” to each of you for your support, encouragement, 
and patience with each phase we have encountered. 
 I also want to take the time to encourage each of us to remember the verse I 
quoted at the beginning of this article from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  You see as I 
reflected on the changes and our recommended next steps, I couldn’t help but think of a 
simple truth that the question of whether or not we continue to wear a mask or get 
vaccinated is not what is going to bind us together.  What will, is having a heart after God’s 
own for each other. A heart that does not speak ill of another person or organizational 
stance on something but rather, speaks grace into the hearts of others, that seeks 
understanding, even when agreement isn’t possible.  One of the things I love about this 
verse is that it does not say “talk and agree,” rather it simply says that our speech be done 
in such a manner as to build each other up. 
 Throughout the last 15 months, I have been amazed by you God’s people - for the 
hearts that God has given to each and every one of you.  I know that our Lord is walking 
with us as a part of His church in large part because of you.  I have talked with many people 
who have various perspectives and opinions and yet I can also say that I have not heard 
corruptive talk.  My fears are calmed because I know that God has given you His heart and 
His Spirit.  To mask or not mask, is not the question I see in you. Rather what I hear and see 
in you is, “How can I build up?”  Thank you and God Bless. 

Your brother in Christ, 
><>Pastor Ben 
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From our Faith Reopening Workgroup
Updated Safety Protocols at Faith

Our congregation continues to move forward following all health guidelines from both the CDC and 
NY State Department of Health.  The following new steps will help us to continue to safely reopen 
our worship services as the pandemic continues and vaccinations increase in our community.  
Please note that our Reopening Workgroup will revisit the following steps and additional guidance 
every few weeks - so these steps may be adjusted.


Step 1: Starting Sunday, May 30th:

-Worshipers will no longer need to sign-up ahead of time to attend a worship service.  

-We will allow 3’ social distancing in all of the pews on the pulpit side of the Sanctuary.  

-We will keep 6’ social distancing in place on the praise team side of the Sanctuary and we 
encourage all unvaccinated people to worship on this side.  The CDC recommends unvaccinated 
people to maintain 6’ social distancing.

-We recognize that people may still feel comfortable with 6’ social distancing, so they are 
encouraged to sit on the praise team side, too.

-We are not checking people’s vaccination status and we ask that you plan your seating 
arrangements according to these guidelines.

-For all outdoor events, we ask everyone to maintain 6’ social distancing.  You may wear a mask at 
your discretion.


Step 2: Masks will be optional at Faith once:

-Herd immunity is reached in Monroe County (as declared by local health authorities)

-AND the 7-day rolling average positivity rate of our county is below 1%.

Masks are to be worn inside our church building until we meet these criteria. 

*We recognize that Monroe County currently has one of the highest infection rates in NY State 
(source).  However, 47% of our county’s population is fully vaccinated (source).


**These steps are subject to change based on guidance from both the CDC and NY State DOH.  
Again, the Reopening Workgroup will revisit these steps every few weeks.


We continue to pray for everyone impacted by the pandemic and we will continue to show Christ’s 
love to our neighbors while we strive to keep people safe.
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Lyle’s Lines 
Director of Christian Education, Adult Ministries 

General Information About Adult Bible Classes 
Even though the vaccine is becoming more available our adult 
Bible classes are still being impacted by Covid-19. Currently 
you must “reserve” your spot for in-person Sunday morning 
adult Bible class, or if you’d rather, you may watch Bible class 
via Livestream. To join us in person in the Auditorium on 
Sunday mornings go to www.FaithPenfield.org and click on the “Sign up for in-person 
Adult Bible classes here” link. 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class  
Started May 23 - NEW Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class  
Reopening Christianity: 5 Challenging Questions Every Christian Must Answer – Beginning 
May 23 Pastor Ben will be leading this adult Bible class, that dovetails with the sermon 
series we’ll also be starting that day (see his article in this issue of Faith Notes). Each 
Sunday we’ll be focusing upon a different question in these pandemic/post-pandemic days. 
Questions such as “Am I moving forward or going backward (in my faith)”, “Am I a 
contributor or a consumer?” We may not like the answers, but how beneficial for each of 
us to struggle with the questions and be motivated to make the necessary changes. This 
class will meet in the Auditorium each Sunday from 9:45-10:40.  

Beginning June 27 – What Do We Believe 
This new adult Bible class will focus upon what we as Lutherans believe. What makes us 
different from other Christians? What do we believe about baptism, communion, end 
times, etc. Each week we’ll look at 1 topic. We’ll explore the relevant Bible passages, how 
others interpret them, the history of that topic, and more. You’ll have time to ask 
questions and seek clarification. This class will be a great review for all of us, but will also 
be an avenue for those interested in becoming Lutherans to accomplish that. This class 
will be team taught by Pastor Ben and by Lyle Heggemeier. 

Coming in September – 40 Days in the Word – This 40 day experience will be the focus for 
worship AND Bible class beginning on September 12. Look for more information to come 
in July and August, but plan your Sunday mornings now to be with us for worship and Bible 
study!  

Grief Share to Begin - Grief Share is a 13 week Christian program for people grieving the 
death of a family member or friend.  This new program will begin on Wednesday, June 23 
at 6:30 PM. Each week there is a video and group discussion.  You will receive a workbook 
to use and have access to the videos if you must miss a session.  Come join others who 
have had similar experiences; the mutual support is very uplifting.  Donna Kaser has led 
Grief Share 5 times.  She is a widow and lost her mother a year and a half ago. 
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Israel Trip – The trip to Israel originally scheduled for September/October 2021 has been 
postponed to February 2022. Brochures with complete details about the trip are available 
in print in the church office. Just contact Lyle (585-485-0144) if you have questions. This 
trip to Israel will include “preparation” Bible studies and we’ll be studying the Bible at 
many of the places we see while in Israel to talk about the site we’re seeing and what Bible 
events happened there. This will NOT be like any other “tour” – this will be a spiritual 
adventure and growth experience for all who go! (Note: this tour has been capped at 35 
participants and we currently have 24 registered.)  

Music Ministry 
Outdoor Jazz Concert @ Faith - Sunday, July 18 @ 4pm 

w/ Bay Vista Taqueria Food Truck from 4:30-6pm 
*Please bring a chair & money for the Food Truck! 

About the New Horizons Big Band 
The New Horizons Big Band is one of the ensembles of the Eastman Community Music School 
program that provides musical experiences for adults.  It is led by Priscilla Brown, a former 
member of the RPO, and specializes in music from the Big Band era.  The 
group performs at malls, schools, public and private events, Kilbourn Hall 
and the Jazz Fest.  You can look for Faith member, Lois Smith, in the 
saxophone section. 

Bay Vista Food Truck menu  
*Sales Tax Included In All Prices*   
**Bay Vista is set up to handle many dietary needs/preferences including 
gluten free, vegetarian, vegan, and dairy free.  They are also a nut free 
operation. 
BAJA FISH TACOS 2/$14 - fried cod - sweet cabbage slaw / chipotle-lime aioli / cilantro  
AMERICANA TACOS 2/$12 - choice of protein of the day OR Grilled Tofu with cheddar-jack   
 cheese salsa fresca / lime-crema / cilantro  
CARNITAS POBLANO TACOS 2/$12 - ancho-chile rubbed slow cooked pork shoulder roasted  
 poblano peppers / sweet corn / queso fresco cheese ancho-chile remoulade / cilantro  
ROLLED CHICKEN TACOS 5/$7 10/$12 - Rolled corn tortillas stuffed with chicken and  
 cheese, lightly fried, topped with queso fresco, salsa roja, and cilantro  
BANG BANG SHRIMP APPETIZER $9 - Eight (8) breaded and lightly fried shrimp, tossed with  
 a sweet chili bang bang sauce, topped with queso fresco and chives  
FRESH CHIPS, HOUSE-MADE SALSA ROJA & SALSA VERDE $3  
 Serves approximately 1-2 
HOUSE-MADE GUACAMOLE & FRESH CHIPS $4/4oz 
 4oz serves approximately 1-2  
KIDDOS TACO MEAL $8 - 2 flour tortilla soft tacos filled with cheddar-jack cheese, and grilled  
 chicken or ground beef. Includes chips and salsa, mandarin oranges and a juice box.  
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Children’s & Family Ministry 

Sunday School Fall 2021  
This fall Sunday School will be offered in person every Sunday.  We are looking forward to 
welcoming back all children ages 4-6th grade.  Registration for Sunday School will be 
available in late summer.  If you are interested in volunteering for Sunday School as a 
rotation leader or a shepherd, please contact Carrie or Steve Ford.   

VBS Volunteers  

This year’s VBS will be held from August 2 – August 5.  We are in need of both adult and 
youth volunteers.  We still have 19 volunteer slots available.  We are waiting to start 
registering children until we can ensure that we will have enough volunteers.  If you are 
interested in volunteering in our VBS program, see this link for more information and to 
sign up for a slot. 

Save The Date 
VBS 2021 

August 2-5, 2021 

We are excited to announce that there will be an in person 
VBS this summer at Faith Lutheran Church from August 
2-5.  At Rainforest Explorers VBS, your children will look 
into the Bible, God's Holy Word, and discover that Jesus led the way! 

Changes for this year: 
Obviously, this year's in-person VBS will be different from any of our in person VBS 
experiences. We wanted to give you a heads up of some of the things that will be different 
so you can plan accordingly. 

1.VBS will be Monday, August 2nd through Thursday, August 5th. There will be no 
Friday sessions or Friday evening closing program. 
2.Each day will be shorter than our "typical" VBS. It will begin at 9 AM each day. End 
time is still to be determined, but will likely be between 11:00-11:15 each day. We will 
provide more specific information as we get closer. 
3.Registration will be limited. Due to current guidelines, each of our classrooms will 
have a maximum capacity. Therefore, we will put a "cap" on class size. 
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4.This year our VBS will be for kindergarten through 8th grade. Unfortunately, this 
means we will not have our 3 year old or 4 year old classes this year. This is due to 
space limitations and necessary health/safety protocols. 
5.Masks will be worn by all children and adults at all times. 
6.There will be no snacks this year to avoid having to deal with removal of masks, social 
distancing, etc. 

There will be some other changes as well that we will notify you of as we get closer, but 
those are the ones we wanted to let you know about as you plan your summer. Please let 
us know if you have any questions. 

Registration: 
When we have enough volunteers to safety hold VBS then we will be emailing out the 
registration for children. We are hoping that we have added enough volunteers to begin 
the registration process by the mid-June.  Please see below if you would like to volunteer 
for VBS.  
 

VBS “Wish List” 
 To help control costs and to avoid shared materials as much as possible, we have 
created an Amazon wish list for decorations, crafts, and supplies for this year’s 
VBS. This list will be updated as lesson plans are finalized.  If you would like to 
purchase any of these supplies and have an Amazon account, you may access the 
wish list here:  

Link: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2I1XTYZKIEG8N?ref_=wl_share   

If you purchase items off the wish list, the default option for them should send them to us 
at church, but if you have any questions, please let us know.  We plan on ordering all items 
remaining on the list in early June in order to allow adequate time to prep, so if you plan on 
donating supplies off of the wish list, keep this in mind.  In addition, you can donate to our 
VBS program by making a donation and noting “VBS” in the memo line.   

Steve and Carrie Ford 
Directors of Children’s and Family Ministries 
flcchildren@gmail.com  
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Faith Lutheran Youth 
Thank You… 
-To all of our Jr. FLY Confirmation students for growing together in faith in Christ and 
finishing another year of confirmation class!  You are part of God’s Story! 
-To our 9th grade students who confirmed their faith in Jesus on May 23rd!  What a 
special day it was and we continue to pray for you as you walk with your Lord! 

Sunday Night FLY Finale w/ Food Trucks, Live 
Music, Games & More - June 13 @ 7-9pm 
Get ready for an EPIC end to the school year and 
START to the summer!  We’ll have food trucks, a 
live worship band, outdoor games, hand out 
awesome FLY Gift Bags to our Operation: 
Reconnect winners, and MORE!  You won’t want to 
miss this outdoor event! 
*The “Smoothies Plus” ice cream truck will be 
offering free ice cream!  Thank you Quigley’s! 
*Bring money for the “Wraps on Wheels” food 
truck.  $9 combo meals;  $11 combo meals w/ a 
drink. 

Operation: Reconnect Challenges! 
Every Sunday through June 6, a new Reconnect Challenge will be posted on FLY’s Instagram: 
instagram.com/flypenfield.  Be sure to follow FLY!  Each challenge will help you reconnect with 
other FLYers while also earning you POINTS that Pastor Peter will tally every week.  Then at 
the Sunday Night FLY Finale on June 13, FLY Gift Bags will be given to the top four people with 
the highest points earned since Apr. 25!   
Each FLY Gift Bag is valued at over $80 and includes: $25 Amazon Gift Card, new FLY shirt, 
FLY magnet, 3 lbs of candy, family-sized Oreos, AND 2 chickens in Africa! 

Sunday Morning FLY Class 
7th-12th grade students are invited to an outdoor Bible class at Faith on Sundays @ 9:45am!  
Depending on weather, we may meet under our big tent or in the courtyard.  We’ll meet on 
Sunday mornings for class through June 13.  Bring a breakfast treat with you! 

Dunkin’ Sundays 
Bring some donuts and treats with you to FLY on Sunday mornings at 9:45am under the Faith 
tent.  Dunkin’ Sundays begin June 20 through the end of August. 

High School Senior Dinner – June 9 @ 6:30pm  
All FLY seniors who RSVPed to Pastor Peter by Sunday, May 23rd will be celebrating their 
accomplishments under our Faith tent with catering by Perlo's.  The Youth Advisors 
congratulate all seniors who are graduating this month!  FLY will continue to pray for you 
and your family and we can’t wait to see how God leads you! 
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Senior Sunday – June 20 
All high school seniors are invited to attend either worship service (8:30 or 10:45) to be 
recognized and congratulated!  We will present each senior with a new self-study Bible 
during the services.  The congregation will also pray for the seniors as they embark on a 
new journey! 

Group Work Camp Sponsorships – June 20, 27 & July 4 
Next month, 9 youth and 3 adults from Faith will be participating 
in the Group Work Camp in Wilmington, Delaware!  You can help 
sponsor a work camper by signing up on June 20, 26 or July 4 in 
the church concourse.  A suggested donation of $50 may be given 
at the sign-up table on those dates.  If sponsors want to, they can 
pick up a labeled plastic tub to create a care package.  Sponsors can drop off their care 
package in the church office by Friday, July 9.  The youth will be on their workcamp July 
11-17.  Thank you for sponsoring and supporting our work campers this summer! 

Final Workcamp Info Meeting - June 29 @ 6pm 
Delaware workcampers and their parents are invited to the last info meeting/picnic on 
Tuesday, June 29 @ 6pm at Mari-Beth’s home (99 Panorama Trail).  We will discuss the packing 
list, travel plans, safety procedures, and other info about the mission trip.  *Burgers, hot dogs, 
chips, and drinks will be provided. 

NEW FLY Internship Opportunity! 
Have you ever wanted to serve and grow as a Christian leader in FLY?  Are you interested in 
leading Bible studies or planning FLY events?  If so, pray about applying to be a FLY Intern for 6 
months starting this September or next March.  Pastor Peter and the Youth Advisors want to 
provide high school youth leadership opportunities to grow in their God-given gifts and 
abilities.  Additional details can be found in the internship application starting July 1st on our 
FLY webpage: https://faithpenfield.org/ministries/youth  Application deadline is July 31st.  Talk 
to Pastor Peter if you have any questions.  

Hang Time Schedule 
Come reconnect with your friends at 3 crazy FLY Hang Times this summer!  Every Hang 
Time will take place at Faith from 12:30-2pm.  Open to all youth entering 7th grade through 
college students.  *Please eat lunch beforehand.
July 25 - “Christmas in July Party!” Wear an ugly Christmas outfi t & bring a $10 white 
elephant gift!
Aug. 8 - “Messy Olympic Games!” Bring a swimsuit, towel, and get ready to get messy 
competing in “olympic games!”
Aug. 22 - “Slip’n Slide Foam Party!” Bring a swimsuit, towel, and have fun in our foam pit 
and super long slip’n slide!

JOIN FLY’s Text-based Communication Service!
Sign-up to receive reminders, announcements, and other info about upcoming FLY events 
right to your phone here: https://www.remind.com/join and join this class: flyouth.
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...and brats 
 

l.i.f.t. up again! 
(Lutherans in Fellowship Together) 

 
We’re kicking off LIFT and gathering back 

together again!!!!  ALL INVITED! 
Join Us on Saturday, June 19, 5:00 pm 

 
Don and Stella Reschke’s home 

283 Lake Road, Ontario NY 
 

Beer tasting, bratwurst eating, 
fellowshipping and cheering allowed!   

 
What to bring?  A chair, a side dish or 

dessert.  We’ll be beer sampling a variety of 
beers, but if you don’t like beer, we’ll have 
other liquid refreshments to drink or bring 

your own. 
 

Please RSVP by June 13.   
dsreschke@yahoo.com or  

607-624-0036 

JULY L.I.F.T. 
Presents 

Friday night (opt.) -  
Saturday, July 24, 11 am 

 
We’ll gather together at 

George and Jackie’s 
Kuiper’s Camp 

11865 Allen Road,  
Swain, NY 
 

What to expect:   
Fun, Food, 
Fellowship 

Outdoor Pizza 
Oven  

Mint Juleps 
BBQ Chicken 

Dinner  
Swimming  

Outdoor Lawn Games 
Relaxing, Hiking,  

4-wheel Rides, Zip Line, 
Campfire, laughter and more! 

 

Bring an appetizer, side dish, or 
dessert to share. 

 

Please RSVP by July 18. 
yacominakuipers@gmail.com 

585-383-9144 
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Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) 
“Where your child can grow in body, mind and spirit” 

Our Theme for this month is Father’s Day and Summer. 

Our Bible stories are: A Short Man, The Lame Man, A Changed Man and Paul’s 
Journeys. 

Our words of the week are Home, Gold, Afraid and Jesus. 

Our character trait is Determination. 

Our students will be working on sight words as well 
as with magnets, patterns and sorting. 

Our Firefly graduation will be on June 17th  at 10 am. 
They  will be dressed in caps and gowns while the 
other classrooms will have their year end celebration 
on Friday, June 25th .  

The school-agers last day of school will be June 23rd.  

There will be an End of School Year BBQ on Thursday, 
June 24th at 5pm at Faith! 

Our summer session starts on June 28th. 

                
As a child I remember following my dad around 
watching and helping him fix things around the house. 
It would always take him longer to fix something 
when I was around because he took the time to teach 
me. Now that I am an adult I treasure those lessons 
even more. I love figuring out how to fix something 
and helping people solve problems, but I need to know that it is broken to be able to fix it.  
Our heavenly Father is really good at fixing things. If only we would go to Him for help. He 
wants us to tell him when we need Him. He wants to help us fix what is broken. He wants 
us to know we are never alone. He wants us to follow Him so that we can learn from the 
master. 
On behalf of all the staff and children of FCCNS, we would like to wish all our dads a 
Happy Father’s Day.  Thank you for helping us build our lives. WE LOVE YOU! 
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Father’s Day Poem 
“Walk a little slower, daddy”, 

said a little child so small. 
“I’m following in your footsteps 

and I don’t want to fall. 

Sometimes your steps are very fast, 
Sometimes they’re hard to see. 
So walk a little slower, Daddy, 

For you are leading me. 

Someday when I’m all grown up, 
You’re what I want to be; 

Then I will have a little child, 
Who’ll want to follow me. 

And I would want to lead just right, 
And know that I was true; 

So, walk a little slower, Daddy, 
For I must follow you.”
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Seminary Update 
Faith Family & Friends, 

It has been a few months since my last seminary update for you all 
and so I thought I’d share what I’ve been up to in my seminary 
classes.  Last month I concluded a class called, “Old Testament 
Theology.”  We focused on the grand narrative of God’s Law & 
Gospel in the Old Testament.  We also studied the history of the 
Israelites and other nations throughout Old Testament times.  As 
part of the class I wrote three exegetical papers focused on the following Scripture passages: 
Exodus 24:1-11, Isaiah 40:1-11, and Jeremiah 31:31-34.  These exegetical papers focus on the 
literary context, historical context, theological context, and contemporary context of each 
passage.  I then wrote a sermon outline for each passage.  It was a grueling semester, but one 
that challenged and expanded my knowledge of Old Testament theology. 

This month I am starting a new class called, “New Testament Theology.”  My cohort had the 
option of either taking the course throughout the summer or taking it during a one week 
intensive at the seminary in St. Louis.  I chose the latter and will be in St. Louis June 21-25.  This 
time my family will be joining me in St. Louis and they’ll be exploring the city while I’m in class 
each day.  There will be a final portfolio piece that I’ll work on at home for a week or so when I 
come back. 

Again, thank you for your constant prayers, cards, and support as I close out my 3rd year of 
seminary and begin my 4th year.  You all are blessings to my family and me! 

Serving with you, Pastor Peter 
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YTD YTD Fav/(Unfav) Prior Voter Approved
 Actual Budget Variance YTD 2021 Budget
Operating Income
Envelope Offering/Plate Cash 240,039 243,100 (3,061) 249,239 694,500
FCCNS Facility Cost Sharing 8,333 8,333 0 8,333 25,000
Fund Distribution-Endowment 0 0 0 0 7,500
Interest/Misc./Other 1,818 1,600 218 2,373 4,000
Total Operating Income 250,190 253,033 (2,843) 259,945 731,000

Expenses:
Education  4,855 5,200 345 2,663 19,650
Employee Related  156,543 158,683 2,140 148,476 473,902
Mission & Outreach  13,075 19,617 6,542 19,702 69,750
Music 3,138 2,958 (180) 2,418 8,750
Other Expense 2,444 2,435 (9) 1,436 8,000
Property 48,986 45,136 (3,850) 37,031 129,980
Supplies 10,017 10,473 457 10,093 29,270
Operating Expenses 239,058 244,503 5,445 221,819 739,302

Net Surplus (Deficit) 11,133 8,530 2,602 38,126 (8,302)

1)  *NEW*  TEXT GIVING:

2)  ONLINE GIVING:

3)  VANCO PAYMENT SOLUTIONS (previously SIMPLY GIVING):

4)  ENVELOPE GIVING:

5)  GIFT OF STOCK OR IRA QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION

Endowment Fund:

Both of these methods of gift giving offer additional tax advantages that can best be explained by your tax advisor or IRA 
trustee.  Please contact Kay Gerlach directly at 485-0142 for assistance on how to make these types of contributions.

The Faith Lutheran Church Permanent Endowment Fund was established in 2004 to provide members and friends the 
opportunity to make charitable gifts to Faith that will become a permanent endowment providing financial support for the 
ministry and mission of the Church.  The custodian for the Faith Lutheran Church endowment fund brokerage account is 
Charles Schwab & Co, Inc.  If you would like to make a contribution to this fund, please contact Kay Gerlach directly at 485-
0142 or finance@faithpenfield.org for assistance.

Faith Lutheran Church
Year to Date Income & Expenses Compared to Budget

As of 4/30/2021

GIVING AT FAITH
At Faith Lutheran, giving is something we do with a spirit of joy in response to the love and forgiveness we 

have freely received in Jesus.  "Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver," (2 Corinthians 9:7).  Your gift blesses 

Faith's continued mission to "seek and save the lost," (Luke 19:10).

Visit the Faith Lutheran Church website at www.faithpenfield.org.  Click the GIVING button on the top menu and then the 
"Make a Donation" button.  A new secure webpage powered by Vanco Payment Solutions will open that will give you further 
instructions and giving options for your gifts to Faith Lutheran Church.

Simply enter Faith Lutheran Church's own dedicated number which is 833-958-1685,  enter the amount of your gift as your 
text message, press send and follow the remaining easy steps to make your secure one-time or recurring contribution. 

(Please contact Kay Gerlach, Director of Finance, at finance@faithpenfield.org or 485-0142 if you have any questions.)
There are a number of ways you can choose to give to the many ministries and outreach efforts at Faith.  

Our traditional method of receiving a box of offering envelopes for the year which allows you to mail your offering to the church 
office at 2576 Browncroft Blvd, Rochester, NY  14625 or place it in the collection plate once services resume.

The Vanco Payment Solutions program also allows you to have your contributions automatically deducted from your bank 
account.  Any changes to your giving through the Vanco program must be made through the church office.  Please contact 
Kay Gerlach in the church office at 485-0142 if you have questions or need assistance.
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Mission Ministry Team 
Thank You… 
-To everyone who donated food and supplies and who volunteered at last month’s Flower 
City Chaplain Corps picnic!  It was a wonderful event! 

Rise Against Hunger Event - June 
26 starting at 9am at Faith! 
Our annual Rise Against Hunger 
event is a go!!!! We will be packing 
meals AT FAITH – outside under our 
big tent. We are in great need of 
corporate and family sponsors in 
order to fund 40,000 meals. The 
company sponsor information is on 
the counter in the church office. 
There are multiple levels of 
corporate sponsorship. Families can 
be a sponsor for $250.   And you can sponsor your family in honor of someone special. 
Sponsorship payments can be made on the event website or by giving a check to Faith. 
Please contact Marguerite McKee for any sponsorship questions. Anyone who wants to 
participate can sign up on the event website as well. We are requesting a donation of $30 
per person or a max of $75 per family to help fund the event as well.  Please do not let the 
requested donation keep you from volunteering—we want anyone who wants to 
participate to do so!! The event website is: https://rah.secure.force.com/events/
homepage?id=7013Z000002zoxq  

Please contact Marguerite McKee at mmckee@rochester.rr.com, or 506-6174 with 
questions. 

Thank you to the congregation for your continuing and generous support for all our 
Missions projects!! 

In His Name, Marguerite McKee 
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Women’s Book Discussion Group  
Fall 2021 Selection 

For the fall, the Women’s Book Group will be reading the best-selling 
novel, In Five Years, by Rebecca Serle.  It is a “striking, powerful, and 
moving love story about an ambitious lawyer who experiences an 
astonishing vision that could change her life 
forever” (bookbrowse.com). Join us in the fall for another lively 
discussion.  For more information contact Rae Usinger (381-1391) or 
Barb Riethmeier (381-0779). 

From the Church Office 
New Announcement Request Form: 
If you have an announcement that you’d like to include in our bulletin announcements or monthly 
newsletter “Faith Notes,” please submit an Announcement Form either in the Church Office or 
online here: https://faithpenfield.org/resources/announcement-form This new form will help us 
streamline our communications within our congregation and to our community.  Thanks for 
understanding!  Please contact the Church Office if you have any questions.  

New Altar Flowers Form: 
Help beautify our sanctuary on a Sunday morning by giving altar flowers in honor or memory of a 
loved one. Please complete a new online form and pay the $70 fee at our online giving page here: 
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/altar-flowers 
*You may also choose to contact Kris Cronk (secretary@faithpenfield.org) and send a check to the 
Church Office made out to "Faith Lutheran Church" and Altar Flowers in the memo line. 

July Faith Notes Articles due Tues, June 15 
All submissions for the July 2021 Faith Notes should be directed to our Church Secretary, Kris 
Cronk by June 15 (secretary@faithpenfield.org). 

Baptism: 
-Emily Ann Kaser, daughter of David & Becky Kaser, granddaughter of Donna Kaser 

Called to Glory: 
-Matt McDonough, father of John McDonough, who passed away at 99 years old 
-Bill Messner, father of Jim Messner and Linda Aloi 
-Derek Neal, friend and classmate of Nicholas Gallina 
-Horace Peck, father of Beth Bird 
-Matthew Sees, grandson of Jane Sandgren's sister-in-law, Joanne Albers 
-James Smith, uncle of Al & Noreen Crouse's daughter-in-law, Colleen Crouse 
-James Sudore, husband of Gail Sudore, father to Philip Sudore/Stephen Sudore/  
    Jennifer Wilson; grandfather to Ryan/Jacob Wilson & Alexander/Alyssa Sudore. 
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Birthdays 
Jun 1

John McDonough
Betsy Stein

Jun 2
Reagan Coles
Meghan Gregory
Christopher McLean
Michael Thompson
Heather Withall

Jun 3
Joshua Johnen
Paul Weise

Jun 4
Marilyn Falzone

Jun 5
Michael Gerlach
Jenna Olbermann
Maxwell Poromon
Abigail (Abby) Shortino
Rebecca Wood

Jun 7
Elenie Mitchell
Peter Ostberg

Jun 8
Allison Ebbecke

Jun 9
Jackson German
Joan Moeller
Karen Nitschke
Paula Reitz
Jaelyne Twomey

Jun 10
Vicki Arcieri
Daniel Kaser

Jun 11
Doris Adamek
Joseph Twomey

Jun 12
Caroline Alvut
Sarah Ebbecke

Jun 13 
Nicholas Bennett
Cameron Cerveny

Jun 14
Genevieve Foster
Sophia Shortino
Eric Sykes

Jun 15
Oliver Doty
Carrie Ford
Todd Nadritch

Jun 16
Heike Kleine

Jun 18
Mary Bohn
Nancy Coughlin
Mark Schluentz

Jun 19
Rev Richard Pape
Matthew Ruffell

Jun 20
Jameson Fore
Jamison Nuijens
Karin Vogl

Jun 22
Geoffrey Launer
Richard Testa

Jun 23
Elise Capozzi
Lance Schultz
Jennifer Twomey
Luke Vogt

Jun 24
Michael Trojian

Jun 25
Cory Alberti
Carrie Schembri

Jun 26
Kimberley Albert
Erika Hutch
Kathleen McCarthy
Dianne Schaumberg
Diane Wagner

Jun 27
David Schutte

Jun 28
Anna Housand
Edward (Chip) Saresky

Jun 30
Shawn Carpenter
Kimberly Ebbecke  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Anniversaries 
Jun 4

Kenneth and Sharon Kiellach 
Mark and Melissa Maschoff 

Jun 5
Jacob and Connie Voycheck 

Jun 8
Mark and Jeniffer Schluentz 

Jun 12
Brad and Jessica Quigley 

Jun 13
Edward and Karen Wright 

Jun 16
Robert and Diana Poetker 

Jun 17
Gary and Jill Freeman 
Stephen Schutt and Jennifer 
   Wilson 

Jun 18
Mark and Rita Harstad

Jun 19
Geoffrey and Kristen Launer 

Jun 20
Robert and Sandra Freitag 
Hans and Jeanne Kurzik 

Jun 21
Michael and Betsy Casey 

Jun 23
John and Jolynn Keller 

Jun 24
David and Cathleen Lindskoog 

Jun 26
Jack and Marline Fitzpatrick 
Edward and Marsha Freeman 
Jeffrey and Carol Strieter

Jun 27
Joseph and Linda Aloi 

Jun 29
Reginal and Julie Hynes 
Don and Stella Reschke 

Jun 30
Michael and Elizabeth Balentine  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Sunday 
M

onday 
Tuesday 

W
ednesday 

Thursday 
Friday 

Saturday 
 

 
1 10:45am FCCNS 
Chapel in Sanctuary 

2 10:00am Church Staff 
Meeting (Cm Rm) 

3 
4 

5 10:00am Kelly Doty 
(Maschoff) Baptism 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
6 Reopening Christianity – W

eek 3 
7 

8 
9 

10 
11 

12 
8:30am Traditional W

orship 
9:45am Adult Bible Class  
             Outdoor FLY Bible Class 
10:45am Contemporary W

orship 
 

 
10:45am FCCNS 
Chapel in Sanctuary 
7:30pm Men’s 
Group (Cm Rm) 
 

10:00am Church Staff 
Meeting (Cm Rm) 
6:00pm High School 
Senior Dinner (Tent) 
6:00pm (ZOOM) 
FCCNS Finance Mtg 

 
 

10:00am Hunter Launer 
Baptism 

13 Reopening Christianity – W
eek 4 

14 
15 

16 
17 

18 
19 

8:30am Traditional W
orship 

9:45am Adult Bible Class  
             Outdoor FLY Bible Class 
10:45am Contemporary W

orship 
7:00pm Sunday Night FLY Finale 

 
10:45am FCCNS 
Chapel in Sanctuary 
3:30 Stephen 
Ministry Meeting 
(Cm Rm) 
7:00pm (ZOOM) 
FLB Mtg 
 

10:00am Church Staff 
Meeting (Cm Rm) 
 

10:00am FCCNS 
Graduation 
2:00pm Property 
Team Mtg (CmRm) 

 
 5:00pm L.I.F.T. Event 
(Reschkes) 

20 Reopening Christianity – W
eek 5 

21 
22 

23 
24 

25 
26 

SENIOR SUNDAY 
8:30am Traditional W

orship 
9:45am Adult Bible Class  
             Dunkin’ FLY  
10:45am Contemporary W

orship 
 

7:00pm (ZOOM) 
FCCNS Board Mtg 

10:45am FCCNS 
Chapel in Sanctuary 

10:00am Church Staff 
Meeting (Cm Rm) 
6:30pm Grief Share 
(Cm Rm) 

FCCNS Cookout 
 

Rise Against Hunger 
(Tent) 
8:00am Joseph Guild 

27   
8:30am Traditional W

orship 
9:45am Adult Bible Class - W

hat Do W
e      

Believe? 
             Dunkin’ FLY  
10:45am Contemporary W

orship 
1:00pm SOV Bill Messner 

28 
FCCNS Summer Camp 
starts 

29 
10:45am FCCNS 
Chapel in Sanctuary 
6:00pm Group W

ork 
Camp Mtg. (MB 
Schembri Home) 
 

30 
10:00am Church Staff 
Meeting (Cm Rm) 
6:30pm Grief Share 
(Cm Rm) 
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
2576 Browncroft Blvd
Rochester NY 14625-1530

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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