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SOME FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS: 
 

FCCNS Niagara Chocolate Fundraiser 
Voters Meeting * February 6th  

Super Bowl Tamale Orders * February 6th  
Sr. FLY Winter Retreat * February 11th – 13th  

Valentines Day * February 14th  
Adult Bible Class – Gate Crashing Eden * February 20th  
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Faith Lutheran Church  

Faith Child Care and Nursery School 
2576 Browncroft Boulevard, Rochester, New York 14625-1530 

Phone:  (585) 381-3970                                                                                      Phone:  (585) 385-2360 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thur, 9am-4pm; Fri, 9am-12pm                         Hours:  6:30am-6:00pm 

 

Website:  www.faithpenfield.org                                                                  Website:  https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care  

 

Church Staff and Faith Child Care Staff 

 
SENIOR PASTOR 
Ben Braun                               
ext. 13  
pastorben@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0143  
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, YOUTH, 

COMMUNICATIONS & LIVESTREAM 

MINISTRIES 
Peter Johnson                         
ext. 16 
peter@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0146       
 
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
ADULT MINISTRIES 
Lyle Heggemeier                     
ext. 14  
lyle@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0144     
 
 
 
 

DIRECTORS, CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY 

MINISTRIES 
Steve & Carrie Ford                 
ext. 18 
children@faithpenfield.org 
Direct Line 485-0148 
 
MUSIC 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ ORGANIST 
Dianne Christensen                  
ext. 17 
dianne@faithpenfield.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC  
Elizabeth Balentine                 
ext. 11 
elizabeth@faithpenfield.org  
 
OFFICE 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
Kris Cronk                                        

ext. 10 
secretary@faithpenfield.org  
 
 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
Kay Gerlach                            
ext. 12  
finance@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0142  
 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MANAGER 
Kurt Finkbeiner                      ext. 
15 
building@faithpenfield.org  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Sharon Davenport 
381-3970 ext. 21 
sbdavenport@fccnschildcare.com  

Direct Line 485-0151 
 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND 
OPERATIONS 
Lori Connolly  
381-3970 ext. 20 
laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com 
Direct Line 485-0150

 
Traditional Worship---8:30 AM Sundays  In-House and Livestreamed 

Contemporary Worship---10:45 AM Sundays In-House and Livestreamed 

Holy Communion Celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays  

 

Christian Education Opportunities 
Sunday School Classes (Age 3 through Grade 6), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

JrFLY Confirmation (Youth in grades 7-8),  Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Sr. FLY (Youth in grades 9-12), Sundays 9:45-10:40am 

Adult Bible Study Class – In-person and Livestreamed classes, Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

http://www.faithpenfield.org/
https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care
mailto:pastorben@faithpenfield.org
mailto:lyle@faithpenfield.org
mailto:children@faithpenfield.org
mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
mailto:finance@faithpenfield.org
mailto:building@faithpenfield.org
mailto:sbdavenport@fccnschildcare.com
mailto:laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com
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Pastor Ben’s Corner    

“Victory from Loss” 
“He, Himself bore our sin, in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
By his wounds you have been healed.”  
– 1 Peter 2:24 
 
I am willing to go out on a limb and guess that the majority of you on 
Sunday, January 23rd at 6:30pm gathered around the television in 
order to watch the Bills take on the Chiefs.  Even as a Chicago Bears 
fan, I will say that was one of the most epic games I have ever seen.  

As the game went on, I will say my whole family became invested in the outcome of the game.  Much to 
our disappointment the Bills were not able to walk away with a victory.   
 
And yet despite the disappointment after the game, I was left with an uplifting image as Patrick 
Mahomes (the quarterback of the Chiefs) left behind the celebration in order to run across the field and 
hug Josh Allen.  In that moment I couldn’t help but think, “Those two men understood that they were a 
part of something that was larger than a win or loss.” 

 
So why do I share this with you?  It is because that is what Christ does for you and me.  Because the 
reality is that in our sin we lose, and unlike the Bills game there is no overtime and we are not capable of 
pulling ourselves out of the loss column when it comes to our sin.   
 
We a need a victory we cannot earn and that is when Christ runs across more than a football field.  He 
leaves His heavenly realm, comes down to earth, becoming human, He enters the game on our behalf 
because He knows that it is only through Him that we have any hope of a victory.  And though that 
victory would force Him to journey to the cross, to pay the price for what we could not do, He willingly 
went to pay that price. 

 
But He doesn’t stop there.  The victory that He earned when He rose from the dead, He gives to you 
and me.  Though we experience losses each and every day, through the stripes of Christ, we have been 
healed.  Though we continue to fail to live the way He calls us to, He clothes us in His righteousness.  
Through the waters of Baptism our old sinful self was crucified with Christ, and victory was declared for 
us. 

 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, I don’t know where you are experiencing loss in your life.  Maybe you 
have recently lost a loved one, maybe it is the loss of a job, maybe it is an addiction that you can’t get rid 
of or a sin that continues to plague.  Whatever it is, I pray that you would each be able to find your true 
hope and value in the knowledge that through Jesus Christ, you have victory through Him. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
><>Pastor Ben Braun 
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Lyle’s Lines 
Director of Christian Education, Adult Ministries 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class  
Faith Lessons: Fire on the Mountain – This class, utilizing video 

and materials by Ray Vander Laan, focuses upon the time of the 

Exodus. When the Israelites left Egypt they were finally free. Free 

from persecution. Free from oppression and free to worship their 

own God. But with that freedom comes a new challenge – learning 

how to live together the way God intends. In this class we’re 

learning what God taught the Israelites and what we can learn as 

well. This class is open to ALL adults! This class will conclude on 

February 13. Lyle Heggemeier is teaching this class which meets in 

the Auditorium. 

 

Welcome to Faith – Are you interested in learning more about the Lutheran church and what Faith 

Lutheran Church is all about? This class, taught by Pastor Ben, covers the basics of Christianity, the 

things that makes Lutherans different from other Christian denominations, and what it means to be a 

member here at Faith. There is no commitment to join because you take this class. But if you want to 

be a member than this is the way to do so. This class is meeting in the Community Room and will 

conclude on February 13. 

 

BEGINNING FEBRUARY 20 

Gatecrashing Eden – The “Christian Right” in America 

Over 4 decades ago the cover of Newsweek magazine declared 1976 to be “The Year of the 

Evangelicals.” Both nominees for the presidency, Pres. Gerald Ford and Gov. Jimmy Carter, had 

presented themselves to voters as evangelicals, or more specifically, “born-again” Christians.  Both 

candidates realized many Americans, and American voters, were rooted within the religious tradition 

and values of Evangelicalism.  Within that tradition, however, some adherents were emerging as a 

politically active and organized cultural force galvanized to return America to its godly heritage and 

recreate the nation in their image  

Thus, decades after the 1976 Newsweek cover story, perceptions of “evangelical“ have taken on a 

darker tone evidenced by various descriptions of both evangelical supporters or critics e.g., “the 

Christian right,“ “evangelical conservatives,“ “Christian nationalists,“ “religious powerbrokers.” 

During 3 Sunday morning classes we will devote our time to brief overviews on aspects of this 

formidable movement. [If those able to attend wish to explore more in depth a different aspect of 

“conservative evangelicalism,” we can easily replace or adjust material for classes 2 and 3 to 

accommodate such interests.] 

1.    The Core Conviction: America was founded to be a Christian nation 

2.    Legislating Biblical Morality for America: The Moral Majority, The Christian Coalition, and 

Focus on the Family 

3.    Christian Nationalism: Jesus, Warrior Son of a Warrior God, leading His patriots to victory 
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ISRAEL TRIP 

The trip to Israel has been postponed a year. The trip is now scheduled to begin on March 1, 2023. 

Lyle Heggemeier will be coming “out of retirement” to lead the tour. Details are still being worked 

out, so the brochures are not yet available. If you would like to be a part of this “once in a lifetime” 

trip, or if you would just like more information you may email Lyle (lyle@faithpenfield.org). As soon 

as the brochures have been printed they’ll be available at the Information Center in the Concourse.   
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From our Faith Reopening Workgroup 
 

Mask Guidance from Faith’s Reopening Workgroup (1/19/22) 
 
Due to the surge of the Omicron variant in our community (27.43% daily positivity rate in Monroe 
County per CDC), Faith Lutheran Church will be following these measures: 
 
-No eating or drinking at public indoor events in our building.  If food is needed at an event, then special 
guidance will be given from our Reopening Workgroup. 
-We will offer continuous Communion at the altar and Communion in the pews. 
-All people entering our building must continue to wear a mask (covering both the nose and mouth) 
every day of the week.  This follows what FCCNS is requiring to keep our children safe and is what we 
ask of everyone (including on Sunday mornings) to help keep ALL people safe. 
-Our Reopening Workgroup will reassess these measures on Feb. 23. 
 
Thank you for following these safety measures. 
 

 

From the Mission Board 
Eastern Service Workers Assn. is having their annual Super Bowl Tamale sale. The proceeds help with 
their Winter Survival Campaign...which helps the working poor with utility bills and heating emergencies. 
They need volunteer tamale makers on Friday Feb 11 and Sat Feb 12 from 10am to 
8pm at Corpus Christi Church. 
 
In addition, there will be a table in Faith's concourse on Feb 6th to order the tamales 
and/or tex-mex soup. 
The orders will be available for pick up at Faith the morning of Feb 13th. 
Questions can be directed to Marguerite McKee at mmckee@rochester.rr.com.  
 

mailto:lyle@faithpenfield.org


Faith Lutheran Church February 2022 Faith Notes 

  6 

 

We need                       

YOU  

to help us return to normal 

operations! 
 
 

 

 

Dear Faith Family,  

In order for our ministries to strengthen and expand, we are looking for people to serve as the 

hands and feet of Jesus in the following areas & more: 

Altar Guild: Preparing communion and the chancel area for worship. 

Lay Readers: Proclaiming the Word of God to your brothers and sisters. 

Eucharist Assistants: Serving the Body of Christ to your brothers and sisters. 

PowerPoint Operators: Clicking the slides to facilitate singing and spoken parts of worship for 

your brothers and sisters. 

Ushers: Greeting your Faith Family, handing out bulletins, and helping them get situated in the 

sanctuary as needed. 

Livestream Producers: Running the worship services online every Sunday. 

Joseph Guild: Maintaining, fixing & painting our beautiful church facility on a regular basis. 

Gardeners: Weeding & maintaining Faith’s gardens once or twice a month. 

Stephen Ministry: Lay congregation members trained to provide one-to-one care to those 

experiencing a difficult time in life. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Knit or Crochet prayer shawls for people needing comfort due to illness 

or personal issues in their lives.  Meet with the group on the first Monday of the month at 

church and/or work at home to complete your projects.   

If you are able to assist in any of these areas, please contact Elizabeth Balentine and she can 

direct you accordingly (elizabeth@faithpenfield.org) and/or check the Worship Volunteer 

Sign Up for some general available slots found at this link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1 

 

Thanks for being God’s church in this time and place! 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1
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Faith Lutheran Youth 
 

No Sunday Night FLY on Feb. 13 because of the Winter Retreat and the Big Game! 
 
Sunday Night FLY – “Vibes” – Feb. 27 
All of us are controlled, in some way or another, by our emotions, our moods, and our vibes.  Sometimes 
these vibes get the best of us.  But there is a way to live that goes beyond monitoring or controling our 
emotions… it’s the freedom that is ours in Christ!  Bring your friends to this engaging night of discussions, 
worship, and games!  The first 3 people will get a FREE FLY shirt!  See you there! 
 
Sunday Night FLY – “Mystery Night!” – Mar. 13 
Bring everyone you know to discover this year’s Mystery Night at Sunday Night FLY!  Past mysteries have 
been: bubble soccer, laser tag, foam party, life-sized hungry, hungry hippos, and more!  You don’t want to 
miss this FUN and AWESOME event!  
 
*This year’s SNFLY Challenge: 
-If 60 youth attend, we’ll play laser tag! 
-If 80 youth attend, we’ll play laser tag & shave Pastor Peter’s head! ☺ 
 
*About Sunday Night FLY (SNFLY): 
Youth in grades 7-12 meet on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month from 7-
8:45pm in the FLY Room from Sept-June!  We worship together, read God’s 
Word, talk in small groups, play large group games, eat lots of food, and more!  
The nightly topics are always relevant for teens as we grow together in our 
relationships with God & others.  Spin the Birthday Wheel for a fun birthday 
surprise!  When the Omicron surge subsides, our FLY Café will reopen where 
you can buy candy, soda, FLY merch, and enjoy FREE popcorn!  The Nintendo Switch, air hockey, and foosball 
games can be played before and after Sunday Night FLY.  Friends are always welcome! 
 
 
Sunday Mornings @ 9:45am: 
-Jr. FLY Confirmation Class in Room 204 
-Sr. FLY Bible Class in the FLY Room. 
2022 Sr. FLY Winter Retreat – “Thorns in our Side” at 
Camp Casowasco – Feb. 11-13 
Join us on our upcoming Sr. FLY Winter Retreat: “Thorns 
in our Side!”  Many of us are facing struggles in life - from 
homework stress to anxiety to relationship issues and 
others.  It can be hard facing these struggles or thorns in 
our side.  During our retreat, connect with others facing 
the same thorns you’re experiencing, learn great ways to 
manage them, and connect them to the Bible. There will 
be movies, winter games, and stress-relieving activities all 
to bring us closer to God and each other! 
Please register online at: faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-forms and submit your $160 payment to the FLY 
Registrar’s mailbox at church by Sunday, Jan. 30.   All checks made out to “Faith Lutheran Youth” please.  
Financial help is available on a first-come first-serve basis.  It’s going to be an AWESOME Winter Retreat – 
hope you can come! 
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Spaghetti Dinner – Mar. 2 
Come grab a spaghetti dinner on Wed. Mar. 2 at Faith!  FLY will be selling dinners at 5:30pm (before the 6:30 
Ash Wed. service) and will offer take-out dinners following the service.  The week prior, the Reopening 
Workgroup will offer guidance as to how we can setup tables & chairs for families to safely eat the dinner at 
church.  We’ll inform the congregation of their guidance.  Youth and adults are needed to help setup, serve, 
and cleanup!  Sign-up on the FLY bulletin board at church.  Thank you! 
 
FLY Ski Trip – Mar. 5 
Come and enjoy some skiing or snowboarding with FLY on Saturday, Mar. 5!  More details about the cost and 
sign-up will be shared with FLY later in February.  This will be a FUN trip with your friends and other FLYers! 
 
First Communion Class (Mar. 13-Apr. 10) 
All 6th graders and their parents are invited to attend this 5-week class focusing on Holy Communion.  The 
class will meet in-person in the Community Room and our pastors will be leading the class during Education 
Hour on Sundays (9:45-10:40am).  This class will prepare 6th graders to receive Holy Communion for the first 
time on Maundy Thursday (Apr. 14) at 7pm.  Please talk to Pastor Peter if you have any questions. 
 
JOIN FLY’s Text-based Communication Service! 
Sign-up to receive reminders, announcements, and other info about upcoming FLY events right to your phone 
here: https://www.remind.com/join and join this class: flyouth. 
 

 
Check us out on YouTube! 
You can watch hilarious Coffee House videos, FLY promos, and more on our YouTube 
page?!  www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth  
 
 
 
Connect with FLY on Facebook!  Join our group today! 
Search for “Faith Lutheran Youth (FLY)” on Facebook or type out this link… 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/  
 

 
 
Follow FLY on Instagram! 
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.remind.com/join
http://www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/
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Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) 

“Where your child can grow in body, mind and spirit” 

 

Our Themes for this month for our Toddlers and Three-Year-Old’s are Health and Fitness. They will 

also be working on letters A, G and Q and numbers 11 and 12 as well as the color purple and 

hearts for Valentine’s day. 

Our Four-Year-Old’s will be learning about Love and Friendship and working on the numbers 11 

and 12 and letters O, P, Q and R. They are also working through Math Mania 

Our Character Trait for the month is Love.  

Our Focus “words” for each week will be Miracle, Prayer, Heal and Faith 

Our bible Stories will be Jesus’ First Miracle, Jesus Teaches on the Mountain- The Lord’s Prayer, A Hole in the 

Roof, Jesus Calms the Sea  

 

Did you know that the word love is mentioned in the bible (NIV) 686 times? The bible is a love letter from God 

to us. But it is also a manual of how God wants us to love one another. I have been blessed with the chance to 

spend my life around children who seem to have no issues showing their love through hugs and slimy kisses.  I 

know we are in the middle of COVID and it is harder to show our love but not impossible. Some suggestions 

might be: send a text full of hearts to someone you haven’t talked to in a while, video chat with your 

grandparents, help your parents around the house, send flowers to someone who has been on your mind, say 

I love you as often as you can. How amazing would it be if we could flood the world with love right now? We 

all could use it. Happy February, Happy Valentine’s Day may it be filled with love. 
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FCCNS Fundraiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Visit the following link to place your order and feel free to share it with your friends! 
 

http://www.myniagarastore.com/FAITHCCNS 

FCCNS will receive 40% profit on gross sales  

 Orders ship direct to the customer 

 

http://www.myniagarastore.com/FAITHCCNS 

http://www.myniagarastore.com/FAITHCCNS
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From the Church Office 
Member Change of Address: 
- Jack & Marline Fitzpatrick - 181 Stonebrooke Oval, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 
- Stephen & Charlene Sudore - 115 Brittsville Shores Rd, Georgetown, TN 37336 
 
Faith Folks worshiping in other congregations: 
Barbara Riethmeier  The Lutheran Church of the Incarnate Word, Rochester, NY, 1/2/22 
 
Announcement Request Form: 
If you have an announcement that you’d like to include in our bulletin announcements or monthly 
newsletter “Faith Notes,” please submit an Announcement Form either in the Church Office or 
online here: https://faithpenfield.org/resources/announcement-form This form will help us 
streamline our communications within our congregation and to our community.  Thanks for 
understanding!  Please contact the Church Office if you have any questions.   
 
New Altar Flowers Form: 
Help beautify our sanctuary on a Sunday morning by giving altar flowers in honor or memory of a 
loved one. Please complete a new online form and pay the $75 fee at our online giving page here: 
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/altar-flowers 
*You may also choose to contact Kris Cronk (secretary@faithpenfield.org) and send a check to the 
Church Office made out to "Faith Lutheran Church" and Altar Flowers in the memo line. 

*There is also a sign up book on the Information Center in the concourse. 
*We will be discontinuing the altar flowers unless someone in the congregation 

orders them for a Dedication.  Any orders need to be in to the Church Office by the 

end of the 3rd week each month for the following month.  

 
March Faith Notes Articles due Wednesday, February 16 
All submissions for the March 2022 Faith Notes should be directed to our Church Secretary, Kris 
Cronk by Feb. 16 (secretary@faithpenfield.org). Thank you! 
 
Called to Glory: 
- Paul Marsteller, (1/5/22) Uncle of Nancy Alvut 
- Donna Schmidt, godmother of Meredith Tindall 
- Adeline Sabrowsky, (1/9/22) friend of Pastor Peter 
- David Calman, (1/15/22) father of Kris Messner 
- Tim Yeadon, (1/16/22) mentor of Pastor Ben 
- Lillian Tong-Lin, (1/16/22) friend of Kathy Mielke 
- John Willenbrock, (1/17/22) brother of Cathy Schmidt 
- Victoria Shirk, (1/18/22) friend of Diane Van Auken 
- Joyce Uecker, (1/22/22) grandmother of Pastor Peter, great-grandma of Lucas and Grant 
- Richard Reitz, (1/26/22) husband of Paula Reitz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/annou
https://faithpenfie/
mailto:secretary@faithpenfield.org
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Birthdays 
 

Feb 1  

  Meghan August 
  Aedan Coughlin 
Feb 2 

  Jeff Hering 
  Alexandra Webb 
Feb 3 

 Tyler Launer 

Feb 4 

 Jennifer DuBois 

Feb 5 

 Kyle August 

 Kelly Hartley 

 Jax Launer 

 Hazel Wolf 

Feb 6 

 Matthew McCarthy 

 Aaron Trojian 

Feb 7 

 Kevin Ledermann 

 Henry Trojian 

 Katherine Zager 

Feb 10 

 Jolynn Keller 

 Marc Sandgren 

Feb 11 

 Megan Hoffman 

Feb 12 

 Paul DiMiero 

 Jenna Ryskowski 

 

 

Feb 13 

 Patricia Carpenter 

 Emily Coryea 

Laura Mangerian-Smith 

Feb 14  

 Valerie Davis 

 Todd Rath 

Feb 15 

 Mackenzie McNaughton 

 Dana Webb 

 Christopher Wood 

Feb 16 

 Thomas Alvut 

 John Pellnat 

 Colleen Truax 

Feb 17 

 Dennis Gerbasi 

 Russell Hignett 

 Joy Ruffell 

Feb 18 

 Darlene Byrns 

 Christine Daly 

 Daniel Gregory 

 William Mosko 

Feb 19 

Samantha Lincoln 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb 20 

 Michael Balentine 

 Sandi Banning 

 Mary Gates 

 Kristen Launer  

Feb 21 

 Susan Lucci  

Feb 22 

 Larry Wagner 

Feb 23 

 Siena Reitz 

Feb 24 

 Christy Coles 

 Maggie Maginn 

 Aram-Berj Mangerian 

 Bruce Oaks 

 Juliet Oehlbeck 

 Carol Strieter 

 Quinlan Tallie 

Feb 25 

 Annora Cerveny 

 Patricia Claus-Lapresi 

 Emily Leschhorn 

Feb 26 

 Nathanael Zager 

Feb 27 

 Anne Osovski 

Feb 28 

 Matthew Ebbecke 

 Benjamin Resch 

 Sydney Resch

Wedding Anniversaries
 
Feb 1 
 Ray & Erika Hutch 
 Gene & Elizabeth Trimble 
Feb 4 
 Tim & Karin Vogl 
 
 

Feb 8 
 Jeffrey Bartocci & Dianne Schaumberg 
Feb 11 
 Douglas & Mary Carpenter 
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2576 Browncroft Blvd 

Rochester NY 14625-1530 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


