
 
         

 

    December 2022 
 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift. 
                                                 2 Corinthians 9:15 

 

Please join us for 
Candlelight Worship on December 24 

3:00 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

                                                    Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion 
                                                    on December 25 

                                                     10:00 a.m. 
 

Celebrating the Season through the month 
 

December 1st   Gingerbread House Decorating 
 

 

December 11th    Lyric Chorale Concert 
 

 

December 17th   L.I.F.T. Caroling 
 
 

December 18th   Christmas Pageant 
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Faith Child Care and Nursery School 
2576 Browncroft Boulevard, Rochester, New York 14625-1530 

Phone:  (585) 381-3970                                                                                      Phone:  (585) 385-2360 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thur, 9am-4pm; Fri, 9am-12pm                         Hours:  7:00am-5:30pm 

 

Website:  www.faithpenfield.org                                                                  Website:  https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care  

 

Church Staff and Faith Child Care Staff 

 
PASTORAL and EDUCATION 
SENIOR PASTOR 
Rev. Ben Braun                               
ext. 13  
pastorben@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0143  
 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
YOUTH, COMMUNICATIONS & LIVESTREAM 

MINISTRIES 
Rev. Peter Johnson                         
ext. 16 
peter@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0146       
 
CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 
Shannon Wolf – Interim Sunday 
School Director 
sundayschool@faithpenfield.org 
Stephanie Johnson – Interim VBS 
Director 
vbs@faithpenfield.org  
Taylor Saunders – Nursery 
 
 

MUSIC 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ ORGANIST 
Dianne Christensen                  
ext. 17 
dianne@faithpenfield.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC  
Elizabeth Balentine                 
ext. 11 
elizabeth@faithpenfield.org  
 

OFFICE 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
Kris Cronk                                        

ext. 10 
secretary@faithpenfield.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
Kay Gerlach                            
ext. 12  
finance@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0142  
 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MANAGER 
Kurt Finkbeiner                       
ext. 15 
building@faithpenfield.org  
 

FCCNS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Mari-Beth Schembri 
381-3970 ext. 21 
mbschembri@fccnschildcare.com  
Direct Line 485-0151 
 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND 
OPERATIONS 
Lori Connolly  
381-3970 ext. 20 
laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com 
Direct Line 485-0150

 
Traditional Worship---8:30 AM Sundays  In-House and Livestreamed 

Contemporary Worship---10:45 AM Sundays In-House and Livestreamed 

Holy Communion Celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays  

 

Christian Education Opportunities 
Sunday School Classes (Age 3 through Grade 6), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Jr. FLY Confirmation (Youth in grades 7-8), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Sr. FLY Bible Class (Youth in grades 9-12), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Sunday Night FLY (Youth in grades 7-12), 2nd & 4th Sundays, 7-8:45pm 

Adult Bible Study Class – In-person and Livestreamed classes, Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

 

 

http://www.faithpenfield.org/
https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care
mailto:pastorben@faithpenfield.org
mailto:sundayschool@faithpenfield.org
mailto:vbs@faithpenfield.org
mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
mailto:finance@faithpenfield.org
mailto:building@faithpenfield.org
mailto:mbschembri@fccnschildcare.com
mailto:laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com
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Pastor Ben’s Corner 
“Are you at the Manger this 

Christmas?” 
 

“When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has    
happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” –  

                                                                                                    Luke 2:15 

 
Have you ever attended a Jewish Passover meal?  If not, we have done several Christian versions of it 
during Lent and I encourage you to come the next time we have one.  One of the key points in the 
Passover meal is the re-telling of the account of God rescuing His people from slavery in Egypt.  The 
beautiful part about this, is that those in attendance don’t simply tell the story as something that 
happened to their ancestors, they tell it as if they were a part of it.  For them remembering an event of 
the past is intimately a part of who they are and their experience. 
 
On the first and third Sundays every month we actually do the same thing.  Whenever we celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper, we are to do so in the same manner that the Jews celebrate the Passover, knowing that 
what we are partaking in is the same experience received by the disciples when Christ instituted the 
Lord’s Supper.  How do we know this?  Because Jesus says so in the very words of institution, “Do this in 
remembrance of me.”  That word remember means more than to reminisce about the event, it is an 
invitation to be brought into participation of the actual event. 
 
So for what reason do I bring up a lesson from Lent as we are preparing to celebrate Christmas?  It is 
because it is with this understanding that I believe we should approach our Christmas celebrations 
with.  To view the nativity as more than a picture on a Christmas card; to view our carols as more than 
songs that warm our hearts.  Instead, as we view the manger seen I want us to “remember” that even at 
His birth you and I were already on the heart of the King of Kings.  And in the songs we sing to be joined 
with the choir of angels and sing Glory to God in the highest. 
 
The nativity is more than a story from long ago, it is your story, it is my story.  And so as we each go 
about our Christmas celebrations let us do so with the same heart of the Shepherds that first Christmas 
night.  Let us say to one another, “Let US go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has told us about.” 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, Christmas is always a time in which people tell stories, reminisce 
together, eat together, give and receive gifts, enjoy every moment of it.  And yet I also want you to 
remember the reason for this season, to remember how Christ came to save, and to remember that 
you are a part of the story too. 

 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
><>Pastor Ben 
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Adult Education 
 
Unwrapping Christmas 
You are invited to join Pastor Ben December 4th, 11th and 18th during the 
education hour for a class entitled "Unwrapping Christmas”.  This class will 
focus on looking at the theological lessons gained through the Christmas 
narrative.  Why is it important that Jesus came from the line of David?  How 
do the first guests of our savior, foreshadow His later ministry?  Does the 
stable carry more significance than simply the location of Jesus’ birth?  We hope you can join us as we 
explore these questions and more and thus “Unwrap” a fuller view of the Christmas Story. 
 

 

L.I.F.T.  Events 
 

L.I.F.T. Celebrates Christmas 
All are invited to join Faith's brothers and sisters in celebrating Christmas 
together on Saturday, December 17, at 5:00 pm at the Kuipers' home at 2012 
Five Mile Line Road, Penfield. Bring a side dish or dessert, a box of Christmas 
cards, and a White Elephant wrapped gift (under $10). We may even get to 
carol this year!  

Please RSVP by December 11 to Jackie Kuipers at  585-383-9144 or yacominakuipers@gmail.com or 
sign up in the concourse book.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Goings on at Faith 
 

The Dorcas Group has begun again! We are meeting on Thursday December 8th at 11:30 
am in Room 204. Please bring your lunch and join us for some socializing and making of 
pillows, bears, walker bags and shirt savers. Everyone is welcome to join us.  
Contact Laurie Ebbecke at 671-7285  or Karen Wright at 377-4414  with any questions  

                                  
SOLA - Strength of Living Alone 
We will meet at 11:30 for lunch on Friday, December 9th.  Each individual will pay their 
own bill.  Donna Kaser will send out an email to let you know the specific restaurant.  We 
will need to know if you are coming so we can alert the restaurant and have enough 
seats for everyone.  If you are interested please email Donna to get on the contact list. 
We will not be meeting for games this month. 
If you have any questions or want more information please email Donna Kaser at dontshop@gmail.com 
or call or text 259-6488. 

 
 

javascript:window.top.openSendEmail('dontshop@gmail.com','','','');
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The meeting time for our group is the second Monday of each month at 
1:30pm in room 204. Our next meeting will be on December 12th so bring 
your yarn and needles and join us. 

 

 
Donations Needed!         Rochester winters can be very tough for people 
without warm clothes. But YOU can help!  
As a part of the Warm-Up-America Made With Love Event, a team of Mercy 
students and teachers are distributing clothing items to those in need in the 
Rochester-area. This is in memory of Sandy, a beloved librarian, who passed 
away during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Donations of hand knitted or crocheted hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves are greatly needed to ensure 
the success of the project! Don't know how to knit? We're also accepting large boxes, as well as any 
half-skeins of acrylic yarn you may have lying around! 
If you would like more information, contact rocmadewithlove@gmail.com  

 
 

 

javascript:window.top.openSendEmail('rocmadewithlove@gmail.com','','','');
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One small light from the flame of a candle, 

One small light from a city of might,  

One small light from the stars in the endless night, 

One small light from a face. 

 
© 1971 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.) All Rights Reserved.  Used by Permission. CCLI, 

License 1723768 

 

One of my favorite Christmas hymns is One Small 

Child by David Meece. If you are on the Praise Team, 

or have attended one of our contemporary Christmas 

Eve Services, this news won’t surprise you. I consider 

this to be a Christmas Eve staple. Programming a song with loads of candlelight imagery on the evening 

we look forward to holding candles and singing Silent Night together…it doesn’t get much better.  

This piece is tied with a particular memory from the first church I attended growing up. In this little 

Wesleyan church in northern NY, we had an evening service in December and One Small Child was 

being played on cassette. Three young women, wearing all black except for white gloves stood in the 

dark sanctuary with a black light shining on them. Their hands glowed a purpley- blue and we watched 

their hands dance through air – as if unattached to their bodies – as they gave an artistic American Sign 

Language interpretation of the text. My elementary aged self was awestruck at the beauty portrayed 

that evening. This is one of the memories I cherish from my time in that church.  

There is a persistent phrase “one small” begins many of the phrases of this song: One small child (Jesus), 

One small dream (the prophesies), One small city (Bethlehem), One small light (likely referencing Isaiah 

9:2). When we think about that night in Bethlehem, the people were on the cusp of everything 

changing. Some were lucky enough (the shepherds) to get that first-hand look of the Baby King long 

prophesied. The King foretold for hundreds of years arriving in helpless form, to be raised in this 

imperfect world by imperfect people, and to still live a sin-free life.  

The structure of this song is a bit unusual because it purposefully alternates between a minor key and a 

major key. If you can’t quite place what those labels mean, think of the sound of O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel (minor key) and the sound of Joy to the World (major key). The minor, plaintive melody at the 

beginning evokes a feeling of anticipation as the prophesies are about to come true. Then the song flips 

to the major key whenever there is a direct interaction with Jesus. The major key reflecting the joy of 

being in the presence of the promise fulfilled in Christ.  

How blessed are we to know that the promise of the Messiah has been fulfilled, to know that our Hope 

is In Christ Alone.  
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Dear Faith Family,  

In order for our ministries to strengthen and expand, we are looking for people to serve as the hands 

and feet of Jesus in the following areas & more: 

 

Altar Guild: Preparing communion and the chancel area for worship. 

Lay Readers: Proclaiming the Word of God to your brothers and sisters. 

Eucharist Assistants: Serving the Body of Christ to your brothers and sisters. 

PowerPoint Operators: Clicking the slides to facilitate singing and spoken parts of worship for your 

brothers and sisters. 

Ushers: Greeting your Faith Family, handing out bulletins, and helping them get situated in the 

sanctuary as needed. 

Livestream Producers: Running the worship services online every Sunday. 

Joseph Guild: Maintaining, fixing & painting our beautiful church facility on a regular basis. 

Gardeners: Weeding & maintaining Faith’s gardens once or twice a month. 

Stephen Ministry: Lay congregation members trained to provide one-to-one care to those experiencing 

a difficult time in life. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Knit or Crochet prayer shawls for people needing comfort due to illness or 

personal issues in their lives.  Meet with the group on the first Monday of the month at church and/or 

work at home to complete your projects.   

FCCNS: looking for volunteers to rock babies, classroom readers, classroom project helpers, 

craft/basement organizer. 

 

If you are able to assist in any of these areas, please contact Elizabeth Balentine and she can direct 

you accordingly (elizabeth@faithpenfield.org) and/or check the Worship Volunteer Sign Up for some 

general available slots found at this link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From the Mission Board 
 
Thanks to the incredible generosity of the Faith congregation, Missions was able to fill and deliver 60 

Thanksgiving baskets to families in need. Baskets were given to Community Lutheran Ministry, ESWA, 

Willow Domestic Violence Services, Grace House, as well as many families known by Faith and FCCNS. 

We are so grateful for the opportunity to show Jesus’ love to so many families this Thanksgiving. 

                          
The annual Angel Tree project is underway!!! There are gift cards to help families at 
CLM, ESWA, and Willow. We suggest a limit of $30 to $35 per gift. All gifts are due 
at church on December 11th unless otherwise specified. Thank you for helping share 
the joy of Christmas---when God gave us the greatest gift of all in Jesus. 

The Missions Team is so grateful for all the continuing support from the congregation. Thank you all! 

mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1
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Missions is hosting another Flower City Chaplain picnic on Dec. 8 from 11 to 3 at the 
Gates Police Dept. The FCCC is a fantastic organization and does so much to support 
law enforcement officers. We are looking for sides, salads, and Christmas 
cookies. There is a sign up in the concourse notebook for people to donate and to 
help serve.  
 

As 2022 draws to a close, the entire Missions Team would like to extend a huge Thank You to staff and 

to the congregation. We had so many successful projects this year, and none of it would have been 

possible without this wonderful, caring community of Faith. We wish you all a very Blessed Christmas 

and a joyful 2023!!! 

Blessings in His name, 
Marguerite McKee 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      
 

Children’s Ministry 
 
In Sunday School, we are finishing up the Lord’s Prayer Rotation and then the kids 

will begin our Christmas lessons on December 4th.   A special thank you to the 

parents and grandparents who bring their children to Sunday School so they can 

learn about and stay connected to God. 

 

Trunk or Treat was a great success this year!  We are so happy that the weather cooperated with our 

Halloween Event. Special thanks to Donna Kaser, Pastor Peter and Stephanie Johnson for putting 

together a great event for our families!  

Gingerbread House Decorating:  Our annual Gingerbread Decorating event will be on 

Thursday, December 1st.  A Pizza/Salad Dinner will begin at 6:00 and Decorating will 

begin at 6:30.  The cost per family is $15 and a bag of candy to share. We hope you can 

join us.  To guarantee a house for your family, we ask that you sign up by November 27th in the sign 

up book in the concourse.  

Christmas Pageant:  This years’ Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 

18th and will be incorporated into the 10:45 service. Please join us as our Sunday 

School classes present the Christmas Story. Special thanks to Peggy Muller and   

Mari-Beth Schembri for their coordination of the pageant.  Practice will begin Sunday 

November 20th and will continue through December 18th during the Sunday School 

hour. It would be great if we could have as many Sunday School students as possible 

participate in the Pageant this year!  

Refugees helping Refugees Coat Drive: Sunday School is sponsoring a coat drive for the Refugees 

helping Refugees mission.  Now through Thanksgiving, we will be collecting new 

hats/gloves/mittens/scarves, etc…and gently used coats and boots.  Donations will be collected in a 

labeled box in the concourse.  
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Faith Lutheran Youth 
Thank you.. 
-To all of our bakers, organizers, volunteers, and buyers at our Bake Sale on Nov. 6!  Over $900 was 
raised for FLY and Lutheran World Relief!  Thank you! 
-To the Alello’s for hosting our Sr. FLY Bonfire on Nov. 18! 
-To everyone who babysat kids and donated money at our Babysitting Night on Nov. 25! 
-To everyone who helped rake around Faith on Nov. 26! 
 
Sunday Night FLY “Christmas Party!” – Sunday, Dec. 11 @ 7-9pm 
All 7th-12th grade students are invited to our huge Sunday Night FLY Christmas Party on Dec. 11!  Wear 
your ugliest Christmas sweater (for a prize), bring a wrapped “White Elephant” gift (under $10), and a 
canned good for our Food Drive! At our party, we’ll have an ugly sweater contest, exchange White 
Elephant gifts, and eat some Christmas cookies! It’ll be a fun way to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus!  Bring all of your friends! 
*This year’s SNFLY Challenge: 
-If 60 youth attend, we’ll play laser tag at church! 
 
*About Sunday Night FLY (SNFLY): 
Youth in grades 7-12 meet on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month 
from 7-8:45pm in the FLY Room from Sept-June!  We worship 
together, read God’s Word, talk in small groups, play large group games, eat lots of food, and more!  The 
nightly topics are always relevant for teens as we grow together in our relationships with God & others.  
The FLY Café is open from 6:30-9 where youth can purchase candy, soda, t-shirts, and other FLY merch. 
(Popcorn is always FREE!)  Spin the Birthday Wheel for a fun birthday surprise!  The Nintendo Switch, 
air hockey, and foosball games can be played before and after Sunday Night FLY.  Friends are always 
welcome! 
 
Jr. FLY Confirmation Class – Sundays @ 9:45-10:40am 
7th & 8th grade students are going through “The Story” on Sundays with Pastor Peter and Pastor Ben. 
All classes are in-person in Room 204.  *No lessons on Dec. 25 & Jan. 1. 
 
Sunday Morning Sr. FLY Class - Sundays @ 9:45-10:40am 
High school students are invited to check out the Sunday Morning Sr. FLY Class, as we’re connecting 
Biblical truths to topics that are relevant to you. Plus, enjoy a cereal buffet every Sunday!  If 14 or 
more students attend on a Sunday morning, we'll serve another hot breakfast!  Our FLY Intern, 
Elizabeth Ford, will be leading a two-part series on “Friendship and Forgiveness” on Dec. 4 & 11.  The 
class will be creating and mailing Christmas invitations on Dec. 18.  Join us!  *No lessons on Dec. 25 & 
Jan. 1. 
 
Sr. FLY & Young Adult Progressive Dinner – Dec. 18 
Come and enjoy a 3-course meal at three different locations while caroling in between at nursing 
homes!  High school youth and young adults are invited to this fun event!  Everyone can wear fun 
Christmas sweaters & hats and bring a dessert!  If you can drive between places, please let Pastor Peter 
know ASAP.  Many thanks to our hosts! 
3pm – Appetizers @ Young’s Home (30 Pewter Rock) 
4pm – Caroling 
5pm – Entrée @ Kuiper’s Home (2012 Five Mile Line Rd) 
6pm – Caroling   
7pm – Desserts @ Faith (2576 Browncroft Blvd) – ending around 8:30pm 
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Coffee House Performers Needed! 
Starting Nov. 27, sign-up to perform on stage during our 30th Annual 
Coffee House on Jan. 27!  We are looking for singers, musicians, 
dancers, bands, ensembles, and comedians to share their God-given 
talents at this fun variety show!  Performers can perform 2 songs or up 
to 10 min.  *The sign-up will be posted on the FLY bulletin board on Nov. 
27 through Dec. 11.  The sign-up fills up FAST (last year it was full within 
48 hours)!  Please talk to Pastor Peter if you have any questions about 
this FUN and entertaining event.  Thank you!   
 
 
Small Group for FLY Parents – Sunday, Dec. 4 
Parenting teenagers is an adventure!  Sometimes it can feel like no-one else understands the highs and 
lows of this adventure.  BUT, you are not alone!  Other FLY parents want to support and walk alongside 
you!  Join other parents for the next get-together on Sunday, Dec. 4 from 7-8:30pm in the FLY Room.  
Please talk to Cris Alello if you have any questions. 
 

Mark Your Calendars… 
Jan. 8 – Sunday Night FLY “Karaoke Night!” 
Jan. 22 – Sunday Night FLY REMIX + Sr. FLY LATE NIGHT 
Jan. 25 – Coffee House Stage & Lights Setup 
Jan. 27 – 30th Annual COFFEE HOUSE! 
Feb. 1-12 – Sr. FLY Winter Retreat @ Camp Casowasco 
 
Online Contact Form/Activity Participation Agreement 
Our church’s insurance company asks every youth to complete the following online form to participate 
in FLY activities on our church property this school year.  We also included some questions about the 
type of activities and topics you’d like FLY to cover this coming year.  
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form  
 
JOIN FLY’s Text-based Communication Service! 
Sign-up to receive reminders, announcements, and other info about upcoming FLY events right to your 
phone here: https://www.remind.com/join and join this class: flyouth. 
 

 
Check us out on YouTube! 
You can watch hilarious Coffee House videos, FLY promos, and more on our YouTube 
page?! 
www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth  
 
 
Connect with FLY on Facebook!  Join our group today! 
Search for “Faith Lutheran Youth (FLY)” on Facebook or type out this link… 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/  
 
 
 
Follow FLY on Instagram! 
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/ 
 
 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form
https://www.remind.com/join
http://www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/
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2022 Christmas Poinsettia Order Form 
 

 

Help Beautify Our Church for Christmas 
 
Red poinsettias will again decorate the church (altar area and windows) and the poinsettia tree.  
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia, please fill out and return the form below.  Each 6" plant 
(5-7 blooms) costs $7.00 and will be in a foil-covered pot.  There will be a list of dedications 
published in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship bulletins.  Checks may be made 
payable to Faith Lutheran Church.  Please note "poinsettia" in the memo section. 
 

Name(s):  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please print your dedication(s) below: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

No. Plants ______     x     $7.00   =     $__________ Amount Due    
 

 Check the box if you would like to take your plant(s) home after worship on Christmas Day. 

  

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

 
*****Please return completed forms to the church office**** 

 

==================================================================================

= 
 

PLEASE KEEP THIS PORTION FOR YOUR RECORDS.   

Purchases will appear on your Contribution Statement as "Christmas Poinsettias". 

 

2022 Christmas Poinsettias No. of Plants _____        Amount Given $ _______________ 
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Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) 

“Where your child can grow in body, mind and spirit” 

Our Themes for December are Advent and Christmas. We will also be working on our 

Numbers 7 & 8, Letters I, J & K, the Color Green and the Rectangle Shape.  

Our Faith Character words for the month will be: Angel, Savior and Shepherd.  

Our Bible Stories will be An Angel visits Mary, Baby Jesus is Born and Shepherd and Angels 

Visit.  

Our character word is Generosity.  

There are a few special activities we will be having in December: 

                 •  Christmas Worship Celebration- December 15th @ 10am    

                 • Christmas/New Year’s Break FCCNS CLOSED- December 26th - January 2nd 

 

I remember as a child in the early 80’s, the gift that every little girl wanted under the tree was a 

Cabbage Patch Kid.  My parents (mostly my mom) frantically searched for these dolls in every store in 

the Rochester area. She had her customers and friends searching all over the country for one. It was a 

week before Christmas and no luck. My mom started looking for other alternatives when suddenly, 

success. One of my mom’s friends found two in Canada. One for me and one for my sister. It was a 

joyous Christmas morning when I opened my Cabbage Patch Kid Doll. It was by far the best gift ever 

until I realized years later that it didn’t even come close. It took me a few more Christmases before I 

really understood that Christmas wasn’t about the presents under the tree. It was about Jesus’s 

presence in our lives. He came to this broken world to save it. He came to save me so that I could have 

eternal life with Him someday and that is what makes JESUS THE BEST GIFT EVER. Happy Advent and 

Merry Christmas! May the Holiday season bring you closer to the ones you hold dear. 
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HOW TO REDUCE TAXABLE INCOME WITH A QUALIFIED 

CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION 

 
In an effort to help you be a good steward of the gifts God has given you, we would 

like to share a strategy that could be a blessing to you, your family, and our Faith 

family. 

 

The generous standard deduction available for the current tax year is welcomed by many as it will 

simplify filing and could even reduce your tax bill.   Even if you take the standard deduction, 

however, there is a tax-savvy strategy that allows retirees to further reduce their tax liability by 

taking advantage of qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) from their individual retirement 

accounts.  This charitable rollover provision allows IRA owners 70 ½ years or older to transfer up to 

$100,000 per year directly from their IRA to one or more qualified charities, without that donation 

being counted as taxable income when it is withdrawn.  In addition, these qualified charitable 

distributions count as part of the person’s required withdrawals from the IRA account. 

 

 

Please consult your tax adviser and IRA trustee to make sure that you meet the qualifications to 

take advantage of this provision and that the distribution is properly processed. 

 

 

If you would like to make a qualified charitable distribution to Faith Lutheran Church, please instruct 

your IRA trustee or custodian to make a transfer from the IRA directly to Faith Lutheran Church as 

the payee on the check.  You may also have the distribution transferred directly from your IRA 

account to Faith Lutheran Church’s checking account by contacting Kay Gerlach in the church office 

at 485-0412 or finance@faithpenfield.org for the necessary information.  Your donation will be 

credited to support the unified budget of Faith Lutheran Church unless you designate otherwise via 

written communication to either Kay Gerlach, Director of Finance, or Kris Cronk, Church Secretary. 

 

Please know that we sincerely appreciate any gift you make to support the ministry and mission of 

Faith Lutheran Church.  We are so blessed that God provides so many ways for us to be a part of His 

work here on earth!  May your gifts serve as a reminder that God provides all that you have and has 

given to us His greatest gift of all – His Son, Jesus who gave His very life for you! 
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From the Church Office 
 

Faith Leadership Board Officers 
 

Chair - Karoline Trojian 
Vice Chair - Greg Gerbasi 

Secretary - Carrie Schembri 
Treasurer - Todd Natemeier 

Nominating Committee Reps - Stacy Ledermann, John DuBois, and Carrie Hignett Steiner. 

 
FCCNS Notes  
Faith Child Care and Nursery School are now collecting bottles and cans from anyone wishing 
to donate deposit items. There is a recepticle in the Sacristy and one in the store room behind 
the kitchen. 

Empty Ink Cartridges is another item FCCNS is collecting. There is a box outside 
of the Executive Director’s door in the coatrack hallway.  
Thank you for all of your support! 

                   
BRI-PEN SENIOR RIDES …. 
Is a transportation service for seniors 65+ who live in or pay taxes to Brighton 
or Penfield and are unable to drive themselves. We provide rides to medical 
appointments, town community centers and visits to family members in 
hospitals or nursing homes. 
All of our volunteer drivers are screened and trained by Lifespan's Give a Lift 
program and receive supplemental insurance through Lifespan. 
 
Faith Lutheran Church has a full pamphlet regarding the details of this service and contact information 
on the Information Center in the concourse and in the Church Office on the counter. 

 
W.A.S.P.S. 

                         Webster Association of Senior Program Supporters 
is a non-profit organization, providing transportation to senior and disabled residents 
of the Webster School district. We drive fellow Websterites to various medical 
appointments including: doctor, dentist, dialysis, chemotherapy, PT, pharmacy visits 
and health related shopping. We also provide transportation to barbers, salons and 
banks within Webster.  

Rides are provided Monday through Friday with the earliest appointment being 9:00am and the latest 
being 2:30pm. Clients must be able to move independently from their home to the vehicle and to and 
from their appointment. Assistance getting in and out of the vehicle is provided.  
 
A round trip ride for an appointment within the Webster Central School District is $5 and $10.00 
(round trip) for an appointment outside of the Webster Central School District, but within Monroe 
County. Wheelchair service is also available for $30.00 (round trip). 
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Volunteer drivers work their own schedules, when and how often they want to drive. We are a 501c3 

Organization.  

WASPS Senior Transportation 

Voicemail: 585-216-7829 
Email: websterwasp@gmail.com 

                                                                         
Announcement Request Form: 
If you have an announcement that you’d like to include in our bulletin announcements or monthly 
newsletter “Faith Notes,” please submit an Announcement Form either in the Church Office or 
online here: https://faithpenfield.org/resources/announcement-form This form will help us 
streamline our communications within our congregation and to our community.  Thanks for 
understanding!  Please contact the Church Office if you have any questions.   
 
Altar Flowers Form: 
Help beautify our sanctuary on a Sunday morning by giving altar flowers in honor or memory of a 
loved one. Please complete a new online form and pay the $75 fee at our online giving page here: 
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/altar-flowers 
*You may also choose to contact Kris Cronk (secretary@faithpenfield.org) and send a check to the 
Church Office made out to "Faith Lutheran Church" and Altar Flowers in the memo line. 

*There is also a sign-up book on the Information Center in the concourse. 
*We will be discontinuing the altar flowers unless someone in the congregation 

orders them for a Dedication.  Any orders need to be in to the Church Office by the 

end of the 3rd week each month for the following month.  

 
 
January Faith Notes Articles due Wednesday, December 21 
All submissions for the January 2023 Faith Notes should be directed to our Church Secretary, Kris 
Cronk by December 21 (secretary@faithpenfield.org). Thank you! 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Births: 
- Joseph Mark Trova, (9/30/22) son of Mark & Rachel (Maschoff) Trova 
Baptisms: 
- Joseph Mark Trova, (11/12/22) son of Mark & Rachel (Maschoff) Trova 
Called to Glory: 
- Kathleen Ciferri, (10/26/22) cousin of Joy Longhenry 
- Brigitta Tiemann, (10/26/22) wife of Pastor Delbert Tiemann 
- Tom Havens, (10/28/22) close friend of Larry Christensen 
- Wolfgang Pitzke, (10/30/22) cousin of Renate Tindall & Karen Nitschke 
- Dawn Bird-Belmonte, (11/8/22) long-time friend of the Wolfanger-Cook Family 
- Neal Jewell, (11/9/22) cousin of Darlene Byrn & Laurie Ebbecke 
- Robert Sutliff, (11/9/22) friend of Diane Van Auken 
- Joy Belasic, (11/10/22) wife of David Belasic, former president of Eastern District LCMS 
- Jane Jobe, (11/14/22) family friend of Kathy Mielke 
- Jim Stanley, (11/16/22) uncle of Jolynn Keller 

 

javascript:window.top.openSendEmail('websterwasp@gmail.com','','','');
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/annou
https://faithpenfie/
mailto:secretary@faithpenfield.org
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Birthdays 
 

Dec 2  

  Macie Hardisky 
  TJ McEwen 
Dec 3 

  Jack Bittner 
  Sandra VanHorn 
Dec 5 

 Stacy Ledermann 

Dec 6 

 Jeffrey Bartocci 

 Allison Vogl 

Dec 9 

 Benjamin Kleine 

 Mickayla Rath 

Dec 11 

 Rory Bernhardt 

 Jackson Coles 

 Julia Cummings 

 Ray Hutch 

 Joseph Lagas 

Dec 13 

 Michael Hanss 

 Debra Kime 

Dec 15 

 Gaylord Leinenbach 

Dec 16 

 Cole Nadritch 

Dec 17 

 William Krenzer 

Dec 18  

 Jonathan Lindskoog 

Dec 19 

 Joan Dutcher 

 Doug Gregory 

 David Young 

Dec 20 

 Lori Davis 

 Michael Mitchell 

 Erin Testa 

Dec 21 

Tom Hammond 

Maureen Ryskowski 

Lisa Sykes 

Dec 22 

 Todd Natemeier 

Dec 23 

Ryan Ledermann 

Dec 24 

 Catherine Saresky 

Dec 25 

 Guy Brown 

Dec 26 

 Daniel Kleine 

 Jennifer Wilson 

Dec 27 

 Emily McLean 

Dec 29 

 Peter Johnson 

Dec 30 

 Valerie Ruoff 

 Eric VanDerMallie 

Dec 31 

 Hailey Braun 

 Brianna Tindall 

Wedding Anniversaries
 
Dec 3 
 Thomas & Suzanne Hutchings 
Dec 12 
 David & Mary Schutte 
Dec 14 
 Russell Hignett & Carrie Stiner 
Dec 17 
 Donald & Peggy Muller 
Dec 20 
 Martin & Lauren Launer 
 
 

Dec 23 
 Matt & Debra Kime 
Dec 24 
 William & Marguerite McKee 
Dec 27 
 Ray & Elizabeth McLean 
Dec 28 
 Roger & Natalee Wilder 
Dec 31 
 Fred & Carol Keeler 
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2576 Browncroft Blvd 

Rochester NY 14625-1530 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


