
 
         

 

 “HE IS RISEN… 
                ALLELUIA!” 

Palm Sunday – April 2nd 

First Communion Classes – April 2nd 

FLY Parents Small Group – April 2nd 

Maundy Thursday/First Communion @ 7pm – April 6th 

Good Friday@ both 12 & 7pm – April 7th 

Easter Services (also Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch) – April 9th 

“Adulting” Class for FLY (HS) – April 16th 

Stephen Minister Commissioning – April 16th 

Women’s Small Group Book Study – April 17th & May 1st 

L.I.F.T. Event Euchre Game – April 22nd 
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Faith Child Care and Nursery School 
2576 Browncroft Boulevard, Rochester, New York 14625-1530 

Phone:  (585) 381-3970                                                                                      Phone:  (585) 385-2360 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thur, 9am-4pm; Fri, 9am-12pm                         Hours:  7:00am-5:30pm 

 

Website:  www.faithpenfield.org                                                                  Website:  https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care  

 

Church Staff and Faith Child Care Staff 

 
PASTORAL and EDUCATION 
SENIOR PASTOR 
Rev. Ben Braun                               
ext. 13  
pastorben@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0143  
 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
YOUTH, COMMUNICATIONS & LIVESTREAM 

MINISTRIES 
Rev. Peter Johnson                         
ext. 16 
peter@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0146       
 
CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 
Shannon Wolf – Interim Sunday 
School Director 
sundayschool@faithpenfield.org 
 
Stephanie Johnson – Interim VBS 
Director 
vbs@faithpenfield.org 
  
Taylor Saunders – Nursery 
 

MUSIC 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ ORGANIST 
Dianne Christensen                  
ext. 17 
dianne@faithpenfield.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC  
Elizabeth Balentine                 
ext. 11 
elizabeth@faithpenfield.org  
 

OFFICE 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
Kris Cronk                                        

ext. 10 
secretary@faithpenfield.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
Kay Gerlach                            
ext. 12  
finance@faithpenfield.org  
Direct Line 485-0142  
 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MANAGER 
Kurt Finkbeiner                       
ext. 15 
building@faithpenfield.org  
 

FCCNS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Mari-Beth Schembri 
381-3970 ext. 21 
mbschembri@fccnschildcare.com  
Direct Line 485-0151 
 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND 
OPERATIONS 
Lori Connolly  
381-3970 ext. 20 
laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com 
Direct Line 485-0150

 
Traditional Worship---8:30 AM Sundays  In-House and Livestreamed 

Contemporary Worship---10:45 AM Sundays In-House and Livestreamed 

Holy Communion Celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays  

 

Christian Education Opportunities 
Sunday School Classes (Age 3 through Grade 6), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Jr. FLY Confirmation (Youth in grades 7-8), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Sr. FLY Bible Class (Youth in grades 9-12), Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

Sunday Night FLY (Youth in grades 7-12), 2nd & 4th Sundays, 7-8:45pm 

Adult Bible Study Class – In-person and Livestreamed classes, Sundays, 9:45-10:40am 

http://www.faithpenfield.org/
https://faithpenfield.org/faith-child-care
mailto:pastorben@faithpenfield.org
mailto:sundayschool@faithpenfield.org
mailto:vbs@faithpenfield.org
mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
mailto:finance@faithpenfield.org
mailto:building@faithpenfield.org
mailto:mbschembri@fccnschildcare.com
mailto:laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com
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Pastor Ben’s Corner 
“April Showers bring May Flowers” 

 
“He has made everything beautiful in its time.  He has also set eternity in 
the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end.”  

                                           – Ecclesiastes 3:11 
 
  
 
 

I am willing to guess that we have all heard the old saying, “April showers bring May flowers.”  I 
love the saying because it serves as a reminder that we can be thankful even for the rainy days, because 
from their waters God fills this world with the new life and colors of Spring.  And yet another thought 
occurred to me this past week.  April showers bring May flowers is meant to be a fairly general truth, 
and yet it is only true for certain areas. 
 Take Israel for example.  While we were driving throughout the nation, we encountered endless 
fields of banana trees, with bananas ready to harvest.  Since bananas have to be bagged for 12 weeks, 
that means the farmer had to start the process in January.  Or here is another example.  My sister and 
mom (both of whom live in Texas) just planted their first gardens of the season, so that they can get two 
full harvests in before next winter.  I don’t know about you, but I am more concerned about not planting 
my garden too early for fear of a late frost. 
 So why do I bring this up?  I bring it up because so often we try to come up with rules that fit 
every situation.  And yet the truth is that God has beautifully crafted every aspect of this world to be 
unique.  Are there natural laws that He has put in place?  Of course.   After all, last I checked none of us 
is worried about floating into outer space. 
 And yet I think sometimes we cast so many expectations on how we are to look or how things 
are supposed to work, that we fail to see the beauty that God has placed before us.  Many of you may 
not be the most familiar with the passage I quoted from Ecclesiastes chapter 3, and yet I am also 
guessing that we have each read it many times before.  The reason I say this is because we are most 
familiar with the first 8 verses of this chapter.  Here are a couple of lines, “There is a time for everything 
and a season for every activity under the heavens: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant 
and a time to uproot….” 
 The point is very straightforward; God has a time for everything.  The reason that I chose verse 
11 though is because it reminds us that in each stage of life God gives to us a different type of beauty, 
and each stage works towards a plan that we cannot even begin to fathom.  From birth to death, from 
being newlyweds to a 50th anniversary.  From the freshness of a new fallen snow to the budding of 
those May flowers, God has a time for everything and that includes you.  Just as God has graced this 
world with a variety of seasons, so too has He graced this world uniquely through you.  You are here 
because God knew the beauty this world would receive with you in it.  And I pray that you take the time 
to look in the mirror and see the beauty God gave this world, in you. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
><>Pastor Ben 
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Special Announcement from Faith Leadership Board and Kay Gerlach: 
After 10½  years of being our Faith Director of Finance, Kay Gerlach has announced her intent to retire 
in February 2024.  She wants to allow time to search for a qualified candidate with a heart for the 
ministries of this congregation.  The Faith Leadership Board and pastors will begin the formal search 
process in the upcoming months.  We will also share how we will celebrate her retirement at a date yet 
to be determined.  We thank Kay for her many years of service to God and His Church and we look 
forward to where God leads. 
 

 

Adult Education 
 

Women’s Small Group at Anna Braun’s Home 

The group will be following the book called, “Elijah: Spiritual Stamina in Every Season” by 
Melissa Spoelstra.  The group will meet at Anna’s home on 4/17, 5/1 & 5/15.  Please contact 
Anna at ammbraun@gmail.com if you’re interested or have questions. 

 
 

 

 
From the Mission Board 

The Missions Ministry team is very grateful for the support of our ESWA winter collection and thank 
you, Faith, for raising $4305 for Earthquake Relief efforts in Turkey and Syria!  With the Missions 
Team match of $2000 our congregation sent $6305 to the relief efforts!  A fantastic show of love and 
support.  $5300 of this amount will go to provide a container house for a family.  The unit has two 
rooms, a bathroom, a cooking area, and a small plot of land for a garden.  The balance will go to general 
relief efforts.  Thank you to everyone who contributed! 
 

The annual Easter Basket Food online sign up is at faithpenfield.org on the home page.    
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-easter1#/   or you can contact the church 
office.  There are 60 baskets for families in need in the community that will be filled and delivered on 
Saturday April 1st. If you know of a family in need, please let the church office know by Sat, March 25th. 
We would LOVE to have volunteers to help sort, pack, and deliver the baskets!!  (You can go online or 
signup in the concourse to volunteer.) 
 

 
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as the Missions chair for several years. But God is calling me to 
hand over the reigns.  If God is speaking to you about serving Him and others,  Missions is a wonderful way to 
answer that call.  Please contact me if you would like to talk more about Missions and what this great ministry 
is all about. 
 
In His name, 
Marguerite McKee 
 

 

  

mailto:ammbraun@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-easter1#/
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I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will 

recount all of your wonderful deeds. I will be glad and 

exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 

 Psalm 9:1-2 

 

 

 

 

I so enjoyed writing the Lenten Psalm Series we have been working through in worship. When 

inspiration strikes, and the pen flies, it is amazing what can be accomplished. We worked through 

Psalms 51, 32, 130, 6, 25, and 42. My hope is that through the framing of these Psalms you were able 

to engage in confession in a new way, feel comforted in knowing that God is with us through all our 

struggles, and be given some new language to use in your prayers to God in times of distress.  

As part of my education background, I understand the importance of different learning styles, 

and that not everyone retains an optimal amount of information by just listening. Being able to 

reframe confession in the form of song, or chanting a Psalm, helps change the way our brains process 

the information and how it is retained. By varying the ways that we treasure God’s Word in our 

hearts, we then have more routes in which to recall the information. As I was praying with my son 

one evening the short simple refrain from worship that morning popped right back into my head “To 

you, O Lord, I lift my soul. To you I lift my soul.” We used that as a call and response confessional 

sequence, and it felt so natural to use it as a meditation for evening prayer.  

As we enter Holy Week and celebrate our risen Savior on Easter, may these celebrations feel 

especially rich as we are coming to the glorious resolution of scriptural promises. Christ died for 

every single sin we have committed, we are viewed perfect in the eyes of God because of that 

sacrifice, and that is the best news for which we could ever hope. Rejoice this Easter season in that 

good news.  

 
 

 
Stephen Ministry Commissioning - Sunday, April 16th  

 
Stephen Ministry, a Christian care ministry for those in need, is a vital part of our 
congregation’s mission.  On Sunday, April 16th we will commission four new Stephen 
Ministers who have completed 50 hours of training over five months.  Kristine 
Parmele, Sharon Phillips, Janise Pilose and Jen Wilson will be celebrated as they join 
our current Stephen Ministers -  Noreen Crouse, Sandie Freitag, Nancy Hammond, 
Kathy Mason, Vince Palese, Carol Spiwak and Jackie Welk.   

 
Please join us during the 8:30 service or at  the beginning of the late service as we show support for 
these gifted people whom God has called and equipped for this ministry.   These lay ministers will be 
providing care for people in and around our congregation who are grieving, need long-term care or are 
going through other crises in their lives.   If you know of anyone who could benefit from this one-on-one 
Christian ministry, please feel free to contact Nancy Hammond, Jackie Welk, or Pastor Ben. 
 

 

Goings on at Faith 
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We will be having an Easter Brunch Celebration at 9:45 am on April 9th  in the 
auditorium.  For those of you who would like to contribute to the Easter 
Brunch Celebration, there is a sign up sheet in the concourse next to 
aluminum foil pans with recipes attached should you choose to help by 
preparing a casserole. Help is needed in quite a few areas. Any questions, 
contact Jackie Kuipers.  

 

The Dorcas Group is meeting on Thursday April 13th at 11:30 am in Room 204. Please 
bring your lunch and join us for some socializing and making of pillows, bears, walker bags 
and shirt savers. Everyone is welcome to join us.  Contact Laurie Ebbecke at 671-7285  or 

Karen Wright at 377-4414  with any questions.  
                               

 
    SOLA – Strength of Living Alone 

We will meet at 11:30 for lunch on Friday, April 14th.  Everyone will pay their own 
bill.  Donna Kaser will send out an email to let you know the specific restaurant.  We will 
need to know if you are coming so we can alert the restaurant and have enough seats for 
everyone.  If you are interested, please email Donna to get on the contact list.  We will be 
meeting for games on March 28th at 2:30 in the Community Room.  If you have any 
questions or want more information please email Donna Kaser at dontshop@gmail.com 
or call or text 259-6488. 

 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Marie Ferner, one of our prayer shawl ministry members, is very accomplished both in 
knitting and crocheting and would be happy to work with anyone who is interested in 
participating.  Please think about joining us for our next meeting on Monday, April 10th 
at 1:30 in room 204 
 

 

      Spring Women’s Book Group:  The Faith Women’s Book Group is reading the 
mystery thriller, The Last Thing He Told Me, by Laura Dave.  Hannah Hall’s husband 
Owen disappears, leaving a note telling her to “Protect her,” referring to Owen’s 16-
year-old daughter. Hannah and her stepdaughter set out to discover the truth about 
Owen, as they start putting together the pieces of his past.  
Join us on Thursday, May 11, at 7:00 for another lively discussion. For more 
information contact Rae Usinger    (585 738-9345 cell; 585 381-1391 home) or Barb 
Riethmeier (585 704-8459 cell). 

 
L.I.F.T.  Events 

Euchre Night  April 22, 2023 @ 6:30 p.m.  Bring an appetizer or dessert to share if 
you’d like.  Sign up in the concourse or contact Sandie. 

Bob & Sandie Freitag, 38 Concord Drive, Pittsford, NY 14534 
Call: 381-6535 or sanfreitag@aol.com 
 

javascript:window.top.openSendEmail('dontshop@gmail.com','','','');
mailto:sanfreitag@aol.com
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Children’s Ministry FLY 
 

Easter Egg Hunt April 9th at 9:45 am 
 
All children are welcome.  Many of the eggs will 
contain non-food items for our youngest 

children.   Kids will be divided into two groups for fairness and 
safety.  One group will be up to age 3 and the other group will be age 4 
and up.  The event will be held in Faith’s playground followed by a 
Puppet Show.  In the event of inclement weather, the Easter Egg Hunt 
will be held indoors.  Family, friends, and neighbors are welcome! For 
more information contact Shannon Wolf: sundayschool@faithpenfield.org    
In the event of inclement weather, the Easter Egg Hunt will be held indoors.  Family, friends, and 
neighbors are welcome!  For more information contact Shannon Wolf: sundayschool@faithpenfield.org 
 

 
VBS 2023 REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 

Yee-Haw Y'all! It's VBS time! Come join us on the farm along with all your friends as we learn about 

how farmer's care for their land, like God cares for his people and his creation. Your kids will have an 

amazing time growing in their relationship with God through games, songs, crafts, stories, snacks, and 

more! Invite your family & friends to be part of the fun!  Camp will run from Monday, July 31 through 

Friday, August 4 from 9am-Noon at Faith Lutheran Church. Registration for volunteers will be coming 

later this spring. Children ages 4 through entering 8th grade in the fall of 2023 are eligible to attend this 

amazing experience!    

Registration for this year's VBS "Down on the Farm" is now OPEN on our website! 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/vbs-registration 

Any questions, please contact our VBS Director, Steph Johnson, at vbs@faithpenfield.org.  We hope 

you can join us "Down on the Farm!"  Registration for volunteers will be coming later this month.  
 

*VBS is in need of Thrivent Grants to offset the cost of supplies* Please contact Stephanie Johnson at 
vbs@faithpenfield.org if you are able to write a grant for VBS.  
 
Kid’s Time Assistant:  We are in need of several more Kid’s Time Assistants.  Youth in 7th grade through 
senior year of high school will assist the children in completing any tasks of the lesson and provide 
support to the Kid’s Time Leader as necessary.  It’s a great way to earn volunteer hours! 
 
Sunday School Volunteers:  We are always looking for people who are willing to help with our Sunday 
School classes and become part of one of our teams. If interested, please contact Shannon Wolf at 
sundayschool@faithpenfield.org  

mailto:sundayschool@faithpenfield.org
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/vbs-registration
mailto:vbs@faithpenfield.org
mailto:vbs@faithpenfield.org
mailto:sundayschool@faithpenfield.org
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Dear Faith Family,  

In order for our ministries to strengthen and expand, we are looking for people to serve as the hands 

and feet of Jesus in the following areas & more: 
 

Altar Guild: Preparing communion and the chancel area for worship. 

Lay Readers: Proclaiming the Word of God to your brothers and sisters. 

Eucharist Assistants: Serving the Body of Christ to your brothers and sisters. 

PowerPoint Operators: Clicking the slides to facilitate singing and spoken parts of worship for your 

brothers and sisters. 

Ushers: Greeting your Faith Family, handing out bulletins, and helping them get situated in the 

sanctuary as needed. 

Livestream Producers: Running the worship services online every Sunday. 

Joseph Guild: Maintaining, fixing & painting our beautiful church facility on a regular basis. 

Gardeners: Weeding & maintaining Faith’s gardens once or twice a month. 

Stephen Ministry: Lay congregation members trained to provide one-to-one care to those experiencing 

a difficult time in life. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Knit or Crochet prayer shawls for people needing comfort due to illness or 

personal issues in their lives.  Meet with the group on the first Monday of the month at church and/or 

work at home to complete your projects.   

FCCNS: looking for volunteers to rock babies, classroom readers, classroom project helpers, 

craft/basement organizer. 
 

If you are able to assist in any of these areas, please contact Elizabeth Balentine and she can direct 

you accordingly (elizabeth@faithpenfield.org) and/or check the Worship Volunteer Sign Up for some 

general available slots found at this link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1 

 

Help Needed for an Important Mission 
 

The Lutheran Laymen’s League has been manning a booth at the New York State Fair in Syracuse for 
over 50 years. The booth offers free New Testaments, devotionals, children's literature, and numerous 
other Gospel resources to fair attendees. 
Help is needed for booth staffing. Volunteers place items on the table, greet passersby, and offer items 
for free. One or two volunteer(s) typically staff the booth for 2-3 hour shifts. The cost of admission 
tickets and parking passes will be refunded.  Can you volunteer for a day or a portion of one this year? 

 

Open Times: 
8-23 (Wed) 4pm-9pm 

8-24 (Thur) 10am-9pm 
8-26 (Sat) 6pm-10 pm 
8-29 (Tues) 4pm-9pm 
9-2 (Sat) 10am-10pm 
9-3 (Sun) 8pm-10pm 
9-4 (Mon) 10am-9pm 

 
If you have questions or are interested, please contact the church office and we will give you contact 
information. 

mailto:elizabeth@faithpenfield.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0544afaf2eabfd0-worship1
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Thank you.. 
-To the youth and adults who went tubing with FLY last month at Greystone! 
-To the 50 youth & adults who attended our Sunday Night FLY “Mystery Night” on Mar. 12!   
  We enjoyed Inflatable Basketball, life-sized Whack-A-Mole, and Connect Four Basketball!   
  We had an AWESOME time together!! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday Night FLY “REMIX” – Apr. 23 
YOU will vote for the lesson and game we’ll do together on 
Sunday, Apr. 23!  What will you vote for?!  Bring your friends 
to this awesome event! 
 
*There won’t be Sunday Night FLY on Apr. 9 because it’s 
Easter Sunday!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
*About Sunday Night FLY (SNFLY): 
Youth in grades 7-12 meet on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month from 7-8:45pm in the FLY Room from Sept-June!  We worship together, read God’s Word, talk 
in small groups, play large group games, eat lots of food, and more!  The nightly topics are always 
relevant for teens as we grow together in our relationships with God & others.  The FLY Café is open 
from 6:30-9 where youth can purchase candy, soda, t-shirts, and other FLY merch. (Popcorn is always 
FREE!)  Spin the Birthday Wheel for a fun birthday surprise!  The Nintendo Switch, air hockey, and 
foosball games can be played before and after Sunday Night FLY.  Friends are always welcome! 
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Cinnamon Roll Sunday – Apr. 2 
Purchase 5 delicious cinnamon rolls for $5 on Sunday, Apr. 2 in our church 
Concourse!  Youth & adults are needed to help bake and serve the rolls, sign-up on the 
FLY bulletin board to volunteer.  All proceeds benefit our workcampers headed to 
Rhode Island this July! 
 
Sunday Mornings @ 9:45am: 
-Jr. FLY Confirmation Class in Room 204 *Final Confirmation Test is Apr. 30. 
-Sr. FLY Bible Class in the FLY Room. 
 
Youth-led Sunday School Lesson – Apr. 2 @ 9:45am 
The Sr. FLYers will be leading a Palm Sunday lesson to all Sunday School children in the FLY Room at 
9:45am on Palm Sunday, Apr. 2.  Thank you, Sr. FLY, for creating and leading this lesson! 
 
“Adulting 101” Class for High School Students – Apr. 16 @ 9:45am in the FLY Room 
Taylor Saunders-Garrett will be leading a class about budgeting, 
fraud prevention,  understanding checking accounts, and other 
financial “adulting” skills that our teens should know!  Mrs. 
Saunders works at ESL Federal Credit Union and enjoys 
presenting this info to teens in our community.  We are blessed 
she’ll be presenting to our Sr. FLY class on Apr. 16!  Teens and 
parents are encouraged to come! 
 
Marvel Bible Study for Sr. FLY on Apr. 23 & 30 @ 9:45am 
Our FLY Interns, Irene & Dave, will be leading a two-part Bible study relating themes in the Marvel 
franchise to our Christian lives!  Come and be part of this awesome Bible Study! 
 
 

First Communion Class (Mar. 19-Apr. 2) 
All 6th graders and their parents are invited to attend this 3-week class focusing 
on Holy Communion.  Our pastors will be leading the class on Sunday afternoons 
from Noon-1:45pm in Room 204.  Lunch will be served to students & 
parents.  This class will prepare 6th graders to receive Holy Communion for the 
first time on Maundy Thursday (Apr. 6) at 7pm.  Please talk to Pastor Peter if you 
have any questions (peter@faithpenfield.org). 
 
 

 
Small Group for FLY Parents 
Parenting teenagers is an adventure!  Sometimes it can feel like no-one else understands the highs and 
lows of this adventure.  BUT, you are not alone! Other FLY parents want to support and walk alongside 
you!  Come attend our small group on the first Sunday of the month from 7-8:30pm in the FLY Room.  If 
you’re interested in joining, feel free to talk to Cris Alello! 
 
Mark Your Calendars… 
May 7 – Pancake Breakfast 
May 26-29 – Sr. FLY & Young Adult Wilderness Retreat @ Lake Placid 
*No SNFLY in May due to Mother’s Day and Wilderness Retreat 
 
 

mailto:peter@faithpenfield.org
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2023 Wilderness Retreat for Sr. FLY & 
Young Adults – May 26-29 
Camp and hike with your friends in the 
beautiful Adirondacks this Memorial Day 
weekend!  We’ll be staying in canvas tents at 
the Wilderness Campground at Heart Lake 
near Lake Placid, NY.  We’ll enjoy hiking, 
camping, cooking outdoors, a worship service 
by a lake, and exploring the scenery in and 
around Lake Placid! 
 
The retreat will begin at church on Fri, May 
26 @ 6pm and we’ll get back to Rochester on 
Mon, May 29 by 3pm.   
 
Please register online & submit the $120 fee 
(made out to “FLY”) to the FLY Registrar’s 

mailbox by Monday, May 1.  The registration and packing list are online at: 
faithpenfield.org/ministries/youth.  All campers will receive a NEW long-sleeve Wilderness shirt 
featuring our new Wilderness Retreat logo!  *We are limited to 18 people, so please sign-up early to be 
guaranteed a spot! 
 
We hope you and your friends can join us for our 2023 Wilderness Retreat! 
 
 
 
Online Contact Form/Activity Participation Agreement 
Our church’s insurance company asks every youth to complete the following online form to participate 
in FLY activities on our church property this school year.  We also included some questions about the 
type of activities and topics you’d like FLY to cover this coming year.  
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form  
 
 
 
JOIN FLY’s Text-based Communication Service! 
Sign-up to receive reminders, announcements, and other info about upcoming FLY events right to your 
phone here: https://www.remind.com/join and join this class: flyouth. 

 
Check us out on YouTube! 
You can watch hilarious Coffee House videos, FLY promos, and more on our YouTube page?! 
www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth  
 

 Connect with FLY on Facebook!  Join our group today! 
 Search for “Faith Lutheran Youth (FLY)” on Facebook or type out this link…  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/  
 
 Follow FLY on Instagram! 
 https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/ 
 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/fly-contact-form
https://www.remind.com/join
http://www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/
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Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) 

“Where your child can grow in body, mind and spirit” 

  

- Our Themes for April are Easter, Spring, and April Showers.  

- We will also be working on the Hexagon Shape, the Color White, Measuring and Letters 
- Our Faith Character words for the month will be:  Jesus is Risen, Jesus Returns,  
   Jesus Goes to Heaven, Fruits of the Spirit: Love  
 - Our Faith Character Trait is Respectful.  
 

• April 1st - April 7th- Week of the Young Child  

• April 7th - FCCNS Closed in Observance of Good Friday 

• April 3rd - 6th – April Break School Age Here 

 
He is risen, He has risen indeed.  The tomb is empty, death has been defeated. One of my favorite duties 

at FCCNS is to lead chapel. To share the 
good news. I love teaching the children 
that Jesus loves them and how He 
proved it on the cross. If you are ever 
free on a Tuesday morning at 10:30, join 
us for chapel and see what pure joy looks 
like. Joy in knowing who their savior is 
and showing it through dancing and 
singing. Inspired by our Wednesday 
Lenten services, I found this piece of 
artwork that spoke to me. I love how the 
empty tomb has the cross in the back 
ground. Without the suffering and death 
that took place on that cross there would 
be no victory to celebrate, no empty 
tomb.  The sun(Son) rises on a new day, a 
new beginning for us all. Happy Easter.  

 
He has risen, He has risen indeed, Alleluia.! 
 
Happy April!  Blessings to you all. 
 

 
 
FCCNS Notes  
Faith Child Care and Nursery School are now collecting bottles and cans from anyone wishing 
to donate deposit items. There is a receptacle in the Sacristy and one in the store room 
behind the kitchen. 

Empty Ink Cartridges is another item FCCNS is collecting. There is a box outside 
of the Executive Director’s door in the coatrack hallway.  
Thank you for all of your support! 
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HOW TO REDUCE TAXABLE INCOME WITH A QUALIFIED 

CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION 

 
In an effort to help you be a good steward of the gifts God has given you, we would 

like to share a strategy that could be a blessing to you, your family, and our Faith 

family. 

 

The generous standard deduction available for the current tax year is welcomed by many as it will 

simplify filing and could even reduce your tax bill.   Even if you take the standard deduction, 

however, there is a tax-savvy strategy that allows retirees to further reduce their tax liability by 

taking advantage of qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) from their individual retirement 

accounts.  This charitable rollover provision allows IRA owners 70 ½ years or older to transfer up to 

$100,000 per year directly from their IRA to one or more qualified charities, without that donation 

being counted as taxable income when it is withdrawn.  In addition, these qualified charitable 

distributions count as part of the person’s required withdrawals from the IRA account. 

 

 

Please consult your tax adviser and IRA trustee to make sure that you meet the qualifications to 

take advantage of this provision and that the distribution is properly processed. 

 

 

If you would like to make a qualified charitable distribution to Faith Lutheran Church, please instruct 

your IRA trustee or custodian to make a transfer from the IRA directly to Faith Lutheran Church as 

the payee on the check.  You may also have the distribution transferred directly from your IRA 

account to Faith Lutheran Church’s checking account by contacting Kay Gerlach in the church office 

at 485-0412 or finance@faithpenfield.org for the necessary information.  Your donation will be 

credited to support the unified budget of Faith Lutheran Church unless you designate otherwise via 

written communication to either Kay Gerlach, Director of Finance, or Kris Cronk, Church Secretary. 

 

Please know that we sincerely appreciate any gift you make to support the ministry and mission of 

Faith Lutheran Church.  We are so blessed that God provides so many ways for us to be a part of His 

work here on earth!  May your gifts serve as a reminder that God provides all that you have and has 

given to us His greatest gift of all – His Son, Jesus who gave His very life for you! 
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From the Church Office 
 

Faith Leadership Board Officers 
 

Chair - Karoline Trojian 
Vice Chair -Carrie Hignett Steiner  

Secretary - Greg Gerbasi 
Treasurer - Todd Natemeier 

                 Nominating Committee Reps- Stacy Ledermann, Bruce Oaks, Carrie Ford 

 
Altar Flowers Form:  Help beautify our sanctuary on a Sunday morning by giving 

altar flowers in honor or memory of a loved one.  We will be utilizing silk altar 

flowers unless someone orders fresh flowers for a Dedication.  Any orders need 

to be in to the Church Office by the end of the 3rd week each month for the 

following month.  

 
* Either complete a new online form and pay the $75 fee at our online giving page here: 
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/altar-flowers 
*  Or contact Kris Cronk (secretary@faithpenfield.org) and send a check to the Church Office 
made out to "Faith Lutheran Church" and Altar Flowers in the memo line.   
*  Or Utilize the sign-up book on the Information Center in the concourse and followup with a 
check made out to "Faith Lutheran" Church with Altar Flowers in the memo line  
 

 
Announcement Request Form: 
If you have an announcement that you’d like to include in our bulletin announcements or monthly 
newsletter “Faith Notes.” Please submit an Announcement Form either in the Church Office or 
online here: https://faithpenfield.org/resources/announcement-form  
This form will help us streamline our communications within our congregation and to our 
community.  Thanks for understanding!  Please contact the Church Office if you have any 
questions.   
 
May Faith Notes Articles due Friday, April 21st and should be directed to our Church Secretary, 
Kris Cronk (secretary@faithpenfield.org). Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 

https://faithpenfie/
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/annou
mailto:secretary@faithpenfield.org
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Birthdays 
1  

  Christine Avila-Smith
  Evan Ford 
  Betty McKay 
  Bronwyn Niblack 
  Ruth Truax   
 2 

  Anthony Demme 
  Doris Laitenberger 
  Skylar Nolan Jones 
  William Schultz 
  Katherine Trimble 
 3 
 William Cerveny 

 Natalie Monczynski 

 4 

 Mason Lach 

 5 

 Adrienne Gillespie 

 Erica Hernandez 

 Mary Ann Rockwell 

 Bonnie Samuels 

          David Schaum-Bartocci 

 Doug Sharp 

 Patricia Withall 

 6 

 Garrett Hynes 

 Kyle Ledermann 

 Amy Ottman 

 Steve Welk 

7 

 Larry Ferner 

 Mark Harstad 

 Natalia Hernandez 

 8 

 Sharon Davenport 

 Kevin Weise 

 9 

 Kathleen German 

10  

 Scott Cronk 

 Jack Maginn 

 11  

 Sandie Freitag 

 Jonathan Gerlach 

 12 

 Brian Hammond 

 Roxanne Leschhorn 

 Eve Smith 

 13  

 Jonah Twomey 

 14 

 Cindy Kreter 

 Carol Letky 

 Jennifer Ottman 

 15 

 Sophia Bartocci 

 Lauren Cronk 

 Kevin Deutsch 

 Doris Florance 

 Tracy Muller 

 Carrie Voycheck 

 16 

Tracy Cerveny 

Monique Doty 

John DuBois 

Linda Kleine Fore 

Deborah Gillespie 

Matthew Zager 

17 

 Declan Flores 

 Marrie Freeman 

 Gregory Gerbasi 

 18 

Tatum Boyle 

Kurt Finkbeiner 

Emma Smith 

Morgan Szydlowski 

  20 

 Edwin Lindskoog 

 Ann McEwen 

 Dave Palmer 

 21 

 Michael McLean 

 Wendy Melenbacker 

 22 

 Beth Camann 

 Lindsey Forma 

 Amanda Longhenry 

 Melissa Maschoff 

 Olivia Sheehan 

 23 

 Robert Doty 

 Annerose Eberhardt 

 Zachary McEwen 

 Kristin Nuijens 

 Erin Wolfanger 

 24 

 Linda Gerbasi 

 Amanda Poetker 

 25 

 Abigail Bennett 

 Isabelle Forma 

 Lucas Johnson 

 Nicole Lucci 

 Mark Shortino 

 26 

 Elizabeth Ford 

 Luella Jacuzzo 

 David Palmer 

 Greg Supranowitz 

 27 

 Justin Hoffarth 

 Cathleen Lindskoog 

 Jeff Rupp 

 Debra Sharp 

28   

 Kathleen McEwen 

 Abby Morrison 

 Gail Sudore 

 Dorothy Tetro 

30  

 Terry Wheeler 
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Wedding Anniversaries

 
 5  

Robert and Monique Doty 

13 

 Lawrence and Robin Wagstrom-Arnone 

14 

 Tom and Nancy Hammond 

21 

 Len and Karen Carlson 

26 

 John and Kathy Reigelman 

 

28 

 David and Sandie Palmer 

29  

 Bill and Lisa Sykes  

30  

 Liam and Tracy Cerveny 

   
  
    
 

 
New Addresses: 

• Natalee and Roger Wilder                                    
1210 Crown Vista Drive  
Indian Land, SC  29707  
Phone # (803) 228-0215 

 
Baptisms:  

• Baptism of Keira Noelle Harstad on 3/3, born to Mark & Rita on 2/27, sister to Ben and Noah, 

granddaughter of Ralph & Beth Harstad 

• Baptisms of Kendyl, Stella & William Mosko on 3/4, children of William & Kristin Mosko 

 
Called to Glory: 

• David Mitchell (1/25/23), husband of Mary Ann, father of Anthony, Elenie & Michael 
• Robert “Bob” Schultz (2/27/23), brother and brother-in-law of Pete and Joanne Schultz 
• Linda Sanders (3/1/23), sister and sister-in-law of Mary and David Schutte 
• Phyllis Pichan (3/3/23), mother and mother-in-law of Daryl and Christie Pichan 
• Drew Schmidt (3/4/23), student at Concordia University Nebraska 
• Ed Nietopski (3/6/23), neighbor of Margaret Van Auken & friend of Diane Van Auken 
• Jensyn Salvevold, (3/10/23) 6-year old daughter of Pastor Peter’s former youth pastor 
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Memorial Gifts that have blessed our Ministries at Faith 

by Kay Gerlach 
 

When a need or desire arises for funding an expenditure that is outside of our annual operating budget, 
our church leadership will often go to the funds that are available in Faith’s Memorial Gift fund.  Spending of 
monies from a named memorial gift account takes place only with the knowledge and approval of the next of 
kin.  We give thanks for several recent opportunities, projects, and purchases made possible through funding 
from these very special memorial funds. 

 
 
WALi Summit Worship Conference – Our Director of Contemporary Worship, Elizabeth Balentine, 
was blessed to attend a 4 day fellowship initiative sponsored by the Center for Worship Leadership at 
Concordia University Irvine which was hosted in Phoenix, AZ last fall.  WALi exists to connect worship 
leaders together for shared learning, support, and professional inspiration.  We are grateful to the 
families of Laura Kubanka and Marv & Lois Jacob whose memorial fund support helped make it possible 
to provide this opportunity for Elizabeth and will bless the worship experience of our congregation for 
years to come. Attending this conference provided Elizabeth with the tools and inspiration to write the 
Lenten Psalm Worship Series for 2023. 
 
 

 
Church Office Remodel – Our church staff has long desired to reconfigure the church office to offer a 
more welcoming space to our members and visitors and provide a more efficient and desirable work 
space for our office staff and volunteers.  This reconfiguration also allowed Elizabeth to move her 
workspace from the main office to a private office to better secure and accommodate her work files, 
music resources, and musical instruments.  We lift up the family of Don and Olive Schoessler for 
providing the funds to purchase the gently used office desks and other office furniture to beautifully 
accomplish this reconfiguration. 
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Cherry Display Cabinets - We give thanks to the family of 
Eric Wolfanger for the gift of the two cherry shadow box 
display cabinets in the concourse which are used to display 
the wide variety of curriculum-based art projects produced 
by the children in our FCCNS program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aisle Candles & Christmas Décor - We were also blessed this past Christmas season with beautiful 
additions to our sanctuary and concourse décor.  Our Altar Guild is delighted to have been able to 
replace the oil candles used in the aisle candle holders with beautiful LED tapers and purchase several 
dozen LED votives for our Christmas décor.  We lift up the family of Arline Schane for providing the 
funding of this project.  The family of Pat McDonnel also contributed memorial funds for the Christmas 
garland lights in the concourse and the new collection bins used for Mission Team food basket and 
clothing collections. 
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New Tables - We were able to purchase eight new 8’ folding tables and five 6’ adjustable height folding 
tables used in our education, fellowship and children’s programs which take place in this building on a 
weekly basis.  We thank the family of Bruce and Bev Wolfanger for this gift and know these tables will 
be enjoyed for many years to come. 
 
Security Cameras - We recently installed 2 additional security cameras on our property to improve the 
security of our building.  We lift up the families of Louis Szklany, James Sudore, Vivian Smith, Dorislee 
Reschke, Norma Kress, Carol Graffrath and Don & Olive Schoessler for our ability to add this additional 
level of security. 
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