
 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH (PENFIELD)                                    July 2020

2576 Browncroft Boulevard, Rochester, New York  14625     Phone:  (585) 381-3970     Web:  www.faithpenfield.org 

Worship Schedule Options 

SATURDAYS   (starting July 11) 

• 10:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary with Recorded Music 

 

SUNDAYS   (starting July 12) 

Sanctuary 

•   8:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship with Live Music (Livestreamed) 

• 10:45 a.m. - Contemporary Worship with Live Music (Livestreamed) 

•   6:30 p.m. - Contemporary Worship with Recorded Music (Outdoors--weather permitting) 

Auditorium 

•   8:30 a.m. - Contemporary Worship with either Piano or Recorded Music 

• 10:45 a.m. - Traditional Worship with Piano or Recorded Music 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th weeks of each month 

 

http://www.faithpenfield.org/


 

 

Signing Up for Worship Key Points 

• We will be using the online resource Sign-Up Genius to take "worship 

reservations" to manage attendance for worship services.  The link to the signup 

page will be sent via email AND listed on our website www.faithpenfield.org in the 

Reopening section for easy reference.  If you don't have online access to register, 

please call Carol in the church office at 381-3970. 

• Online access to weekly worship services will be open/unlocked 6 days prior to the 

service, at the service time.  That is also when you may call Carol to sign up.  If you 

call Carol earlier than 6 days prior, you will be asked to call back.  That makes 

online access and call-in access fair to all. 

• Because we are limited by State guidelines and to allow for social distancing, the 

number of worshipers at each service is indicated below: 

o Sanctuary services:  50 on Sundays, 40 on Saturday  [3 total offerings] 

o Auditorium services:  40  [2 offerings available] 

o Outdoor worship:  60   [1 offering available] 

• Please practice Christian generosity when signing up.  Please rotate between the 

services available so that everyone can have a chance to worship in the space/style 

they desire. 

• Livestream worship will remain available. 

 

 
 

FAITH RE-OPENING WORKGROUP 
 

The Faith Re-opening Workgroup has completed our preliminary plans to allow for a safe 

return to modified onsite worship.  We received very helpful feedback from the two 

surveys completed by our members and subsequently tailored our plans to support the 

interest and needs of our members regarding worship opportunities.  A newly developed 

Re-opening Webpage on our Faith Penfield website will provide our resource documents 

regarding our cleaning and disinfecting protocols, sign up process to attend worship 

services, and our additional opportunities for worship.  

 

I also want to acknowledge the tremendous efforts of the Faith Re-opening Workgroup 

members who worked alongside me in our preparations: Pastor Ben Braun, Lyle 

Heggemeier, Vicar Peter Johnson, Dianne Christensen, Carol Keeler, Donna Kaser, Kurt 

Finkbeiner, Ed Freeman, and Elizabeth Balentine.  If you have any additional questions, 

feel free to reach out to me at csaresky76@gmail.com or 585-353-6735 or any of our 

workgroup members.  

 

Cathy Saresky 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/ckeeler/AppData/Local/Temp/www.faithpenfield.org
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Faiith Lutheran Church 

Faith Child Care and Nursery School 
2576 Browncroft Boulevard, Rochester, New York 14625-1530 

Phone:  (585) 381-3970   Web:  www.faithpenfield.org  

 

For safety reasons and to ensure social distancing, all of the church staff except for Kurt 

Finkbeiner are working remotely and limiting their time in the office.  Carol Keeler's 

extension 10 has been forwarded to her home telephone.  The numbers to reach other 

staff members are listed below. 

 

Faith Lutheran Church Staff 
Rev. Ben Braun, Pastor                                                                           

pastorben@faithpenfield.org 512-709-1730 (cell) 381-3970 Ext. 13 

 

Lyle Heggemeier, DCE, Adult Ministries 

lyle@faithpenfield.org 690-2930 (cell) Ext. 14 

 

Peter Johnson, DCE, Vicar, Youth Minister/Communications Director  

peter@faithpenfield.org 773-4475 (cell) Ext. 16 

 

Carrie and Steve Ford, Directors, Children and Family Ministries 

flcchildren@gmail.com  Ext. 18 

 

Dianne Christensen, Director of Music/Organist  

dianne@faithpenfield.org 385-0004 (home) Ext. 17 

 

Elizabeth Balentine, Director of Contemporary Music/Secretary  

elizabeth@faithpenfield.org 690-2661 (cell) Ext. 11 

 

Kay Gerlach, Business Administrator  

finance@faithpenfield.org 388-1552 (home) Ext. 12 

 

Kurt Finkbeiner, Building and Grounds Manager  

building@faithpenfield.org  Ext. 15 

 

Carol Keeler, Secretary  

secretary@faithpenfield.org 671-0674 (home) Ext. 10 

 

Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) Staff 
Sharon Davenport, Executive Director  

sbdavenport@fccnschildcare.com  385-2360 

 

Lori Connolly, Director of Finance & Operations  

laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com 385-2360 
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Pastor 

Ben’s 

Corner  

 

"We are trusting Thee" 

"I am trusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt 

lead; Everyday and hour supplying all my need." - 
 

Verse 4 of LSB 729, I AM TRUSTING THEE, LORD JESUS, text by France R. 

Havergall and tune by Henry W. Baker 

 

Well, we are almost there, just a couple of 

weeks away from beginning to gather in person 

in worship again.  In fact, as I am writing this, I 

am also working on my report for our upcoming 

Special Congregational Meeting on June 28.  

The primary purpose of my report is to talk 

about the changes we are making in order to 

provide for the safest environment possible for 

the day we gather back together.   

 

Our leaders, staff, and volunteers have had 

many conversations with various groups, many 

hours reviewing surveys, reading articles, and 

talking with other churches leading up to the 

plan we now have.  Now that being said, and as 

confident as I am in the plan being presented 

this upcoming Sunday, I also recognize a truth 

that was there before this virus and a truth that 

will continue long after a vaccine has been 

made.   

 

In all things we are in a completely reliant 

relationship with God, and we must ultimately 

trust in Him, even above our best laid plans. 

 

Knowing we are in a trusting and reliant 

relationship with God does not equate to not 

planning.  God has given us reason and insights 

as a means for providing for us.  We need to 

plan, we need to use the research and 

information God provides to us through the 

CDC, other churches, safety procedures and 

the like.  God provides through science and 

observations of this world and we need to 

utilize those tools.  What it does mean is that all 

things made by us--sinful, broken human 

beings-- are fallible, just as we are, and the one 

who overcomes the fallible is God alone.   

 

Throughout the last couple of weeks, as we 

have moved closer to finalizing plans, heard the 

results of surveys and continued in 

conversations, I have found myself singing 

under my breath verses from the hymn I Am 

Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus.  Specifically verse 4, 

quoted at the beginning of this article.  In this 

verse I am constantly reminded we are trusting 

in God to guide us through this.  Not only as we 

prepare to enter the church building but also as 

we journey through our everyday lives, as we 

pray for the health of our loved ones, as we 

watch the nurses and doctors on the front lines 

of this virus, as we question ourselves about 

feeling confident returning to the church 

building (a choice every person must make for 

themselves).  In each of these situations we are 

trusting that God will guide us to do what is 

right.  For some, that means not returning to 

the church building right away; 

understandable, follow God's guidance.  For 

others, coming back will happen sooner; great, 

follow God's guidance.  There is no single path 

other than following Jesus, which Christians 

must follow.  He created us with varying 

degrees of comfort and different types of 

health, each of which requires a different path 

in journeying through this pandemic, and yet 

each path can be equally trusting and reliant 

upon God's guidance. 

 

So as we prepare to join back together in 

worship again or as you continue to join us 

online, remember this, and I encourage you to 

pray this, "We are trusting Thee to guide us; 

Thou alone shalt lead; Every day and hour 

supplying all our needs." 

 

Your Brother in Christ,  

><>Pastor Ben 

 

 



 

 

Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) 

“Where your child can grow in body, mind and spirit” 

 

 Our themes for this month are Wheels Week, Wacky and Wild Week, Nature Week, 

Messy Week, and Olympic Week as well as celebrating our country's independence. 

 

 

Our Bible Stories will be Jesus and the Children, and Fruits of the Spirit: Kindness, Peace, Gentleness, 

Love and Joy. We are blessed to have Donna Kaser helping with our Bible Lessons this summer.  The 

Good Knights will continue to work through a devotional called Sticky Situations throughout the 

summer. 

 

This year our country will celebrate its 244th year of independence. It is a day we as Americans set 

aside to remember and celebrate the day we gained our freedom. The COVID-19 pandemic might 

change how we celebrate this year.  Town parades and fireworks are cancelled.   But our FREEDOM 

isn’t.  Flags will still hang from houses and people will still proudly wear red, white and blue. What the 

last four months have taught us is that we like our freedom. It is hard being cooped up and not being 

able to do what we want to do, but we will, if it is for the good of others.  We are slowly getting back to 

“normal” and soon we will be able to again watch fireworks and parades and have gatherings with more 

than 25 people.  Freedom is a word that means different things to different people and right now it 

means so much more.  We as Christians know another kind of freedom: freedom from sin. When Adam 

and Eve ate the apple, the perfect world that God had created for us was gone.  Yet Jesus paid the price 

to free us from that sin.  Because Jesus died on the cross and rose again he conquered death for us all 

and because of that we are free to share the good news of Jesus to others. And because we live in 

America that freedom is protected. We might not yet be able to hug someone else but at least we can 

do that. Happy 4th of July!  God Bless America. God bless us all. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Adult Bible Study 
Lyle Heggemeier, DCE 
 

 

 

 

 

General Information About Adult Bible Classes 
During the current coronavirus pandemic please plan on meeting “electronically” every Sunday 

morning for Bible class. When the situation will change is hard to say, but plan on this continuing 

throughout the summer. 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class 

What’s So Amazing About Grace ? 
 

This class utilizes materials and video with author, Philip Yancey. Gain a better understanding of what grace 

is and why it’s so precious.  But also learn how to integrate it into your life. Participants are challenged to 

take a journey to the heart and soul of Christianity and are challenged to have a new look at this radical gift 

that God gives to each of us – GRACE!  

 

This class meets via Zoom, so you’ll need to contact Lyle in order to “be invited” into the class on Sunday 

mornings from 9:45-10:40. Please send him an email and he’ll send you the link to join the class. (The link will 

be good for all of the sessions, so you won’t need to get it every week.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Face Masks Available 
 

Face masks must be worn while people are inside the 

church building.  Free face masks in a variety of sizes and 

patterns are available now and may be picked up in the East 

door entryway (along the exit drive).  No need to use the 

intercom; simply enter, sanitize your hands, and select your 

mask(s).   

 

Many thanks to Sandie Freitag, Sandy Hoffarth, and Karen 

Wright for their time and energy in providing these masks.   



 

 

It’s time to come together again! 
We are so excited to announce that in-

person FLY events are coming back! 
 

Youth entering 8th grade through college students are 

invited to our FLY Hang Times happening on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays of July & August from 12:30-1:30 in the church’s 

backfield. 

 

Our #1 job is to keep you all safe, so here’s how we’re going to do it: 

▪ Face masks will be required (bring your own) whenever we’re not eating. -Everyone will 

maintain at least 6 feet away from people not from their households. 

▪ Hand sanitizers will be available in the backfield. 

▪ Church bathrooms will be open for 1 person at a time. 

▪ In case of bad weather, the event will be cancelled (& communicated through email & 

Remind texts). 

▪ Everyone will bring their own packed lunch & lawn chair or blanket. 

 

Together, we’ll eat our lunches and play socially distant games (like Charades & Mafia)! We hope and pray 

these FLY Hang Times will allow us to reconnect in-person in a safe way! If you have any questions, please 

contact Vicar Peter Johnson at flypenfield@gmail.com. 

 

If you decide not to attend a FLY Hang Time, don’t worry - no-one will judge you! We’ll offer a Zoom 

devotion on the 2nd & 4th Sundays at 9:45am for anyone who wants to connect virtually. That link will be 

emailed in July.  We miss you! We love you! More importantly, God loves you! 

 

9th Grade Confirmation Projects 

Due to the pandemic, quarantine, and large size of our 9th grade confirmation class - the Faith Art & Faith 

Statement projects will be due by July 26. Videos of each confirmand’s presentation will be played during 

various worship services throughout August & potentially September. A schedule of all of the videos will be 

published in the August Faith Notes. When government and health officials deem it’s safe for large 

gatherings to begin worshiping together in-person, Faith staff will schedule Confirmation Sunday and will 

notify all 9th graders and their families of the date (many weeks in advance). 

 

Confirmation Project Zoom Meetings: 

To help you with your projects, all incoming 9th graders will be invited to Zoom with Peter on June 28 @ 

9:45am and July 5 @ 9:45am. He will email you the Zoom link. 

 

FLY Zoom Schedule: 

July 5 - 9th Grade Zoom @ 9:45am 

July 8 - College Student/Young Adult Zoom @ 8pm 

July 12 - Incoming 8th - 12th Graders Zoom Devotion @ 9:45am  

July 22 - College Student/Young Adult Zoom @ 8pm 

July 26 - Incoming 8th - 12th Graders Zoom Devotion @ 9:45am 

 

Be on the lookout for more ways to connect together in-person this summer! 
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Online VBS 2020: Our Lighthouse 
This year's theme will be Our Lighthouse. It was inspired 

by the song My Lighthouse by Rend Collective. This is a 

song that many of you have seen our youth (FLY) sing 

along to and perform the motions at their Coffee House 

and other events.  

 

Besides the song being inspiring and having a great 

message, we wanted our VBS theme to capture the 

moment we are in and the year we have had as a 

congregation. It has been a year when we have felt 

Shipwrecked (our original 2020 theme which is now our 

2021 VBS theme) when we have lost many of our 

brothers and sisters in Christ. The events and 

uncertainty of the last several months have only added 

to the extent to which we have felt the waves tossing us 

around in the darkness. Our Lighthouse is a reminder to all of us that in these uncertain times and in times 

where we feel tossed about by the waves in our lives, that God is there for us to show the way through the 

darkness. The stories we have chosen for our summer VBS are moments where God was there when it 

looked bleakest, or stories that guide us in situations in our lives. 

 

Schedule  
Beginning on Sunday, July 5th we will mail out 

one lesson a week that can be done in pieces 

throughout the week. The week of August 2nd we 

will send out the final lesson. 

There are two options for how you can complete 

our online, at home VBS: 

 

1. You can do one lesson each week and do 

pieces of the lesson as you are able. 

2. You can complete each lesson during our 

regularly scheduled VBS week (8/3-8/7). Our 

final lesson that we will send out the week of 

8/2 will have links to the previous 4 lessons if 

you wish to complete our VBS this way. 

Registration 
If you attended VBS 2019 or were registered for 

Sunday School at Faith in the 2019-2020 school 

year, you will receive our VBS lessons this 

summer through email. However, if you know of 

anyone who you think would like to register to 

receive our VBS lessons, they can register 

faithpenfield.org or be using this link: 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/vbs-2020  

 

This year's VBS is open to anyone regardless of 

which city, state or even country they are from! 

You do not need to live in the Rochester area to 

participate. 

 

At Home Sunday School Lessons 

Thank you to everyone who has completed the At Home Sunday School lessons.  We will continue to email 

these each week.  These lessons go with the scripture readings of the week and include a variety of activities 

such as video clips, bible readings, online games, activities, and crafts for a wide range of age levels.  If you 

are not receiving our emails and would like to receive these plans via email each week, you can complete the 

form below and we will email them out to you. If you are already receiving them through our Sunday School 

Program, you do not need to complete this form.  Please pass this link along to any families you think would 

also like to receive our lessons.         https://tinyurl.com/y7ncusgc 

 

 

(continued on the next page) 
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Sunday School and Kid’s Time 
Please look for online registration for Sunday School 2020-2021 to be on our website in late summer. An in 

person start date will be determined by state guidelines and Faith’s reopening plan.  However, we will be 

continuing to send weekly, online lessons.  We miss you all! 

 

Connection Cards 
In addition, thank you to everyone who mailed out cards, letters or art 

projects to people who are feeling more isolated during this time.  The 

feedback we have received from this has been very positive.  We are asking 

your family to continue to make cards for people in our congregation to 

brighten their day. A simple card to let them know that others are thinking 

about them could uplift their spirits on what otherwise could have been a 

long, dreary isolated day.   

 

 
 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

Help FLY Make a Video! 
This summer, our church is doing a virtual Vacation Bible School called, 

“Our Lighthouse!”  The theme is inspired by one of FLY’s favorite 

songs, “My Lighthouse!”  The song and this year’s VBS is about how 

Jesus is our light amidst the darkness and storms of life.  Steve & Carrie 

Ford (Faith’s Children’s Ministry Directors) have asked FLY to do 

something amazing… 

 

Every FLYer is invited to record themselves lip-syncing and doing the 

motions to “My Lighthouse!”  Davey Young will create a montage of 

everyone’s videos and then the video will be shared with all of our VBS 

kids this summer! 

 

To participate in this fun video, please: 

-Film yourself (& other family members & friends) lip-syncing and dancing to this 

song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA8VtUPgqTc  

-Make sure you’re filming in landscape mode (horizontal) 

-Please email the video to Davey Young (davethedryguy@gmail.com) by Sunday, July 5. 

*Note that Davey will not be using anyone’s vocals - whew! ;) 

 

Anyone who has been to a Sunday Night FLY should know the actions to this song!  Feel free to grab your 

Jenga blocks, too… hehe! 

 

Thanks for brightening up the summer, FLY! 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA8VtUPgqTc


 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Church Files 
JUNE 2020 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHS 

Riley James Cook (6/3), son of Emily & Adam Cook, brother of Sydney Grace Cook, grandson of 

Duane & Patsy Cook. 

Noah John Harstad (5/27), son of Rita & Mark Harstad, brother of Benjamin Harstad, grandson of 

Ralph & Beth Harstad. 

Paxton James Pilosi (6/14), son of Jeffrey & Brenda Pilosi, grandson of James & Janise Pilosi. 

 

BAPTISM 

6/15 Noah John Harstad 

 

DEATHS 

Christa Aloi (6/5), mother of Joseph (Linda) Aloi 

Bob Cleveland (6/8), brother of Charlene Annese 

Lt. Aaron Colletti (6/11), Rochester policeman 

Donna Crissman (6/10), close friend of the Ebbecke family 

Howard Graffrath (6/7), husband of Carol Graffrath 

Walter Piontkowski (6/23), uncle of Sharon Phillips 

Arline Schane (6/1), mother of Laurie (Neil) Ebbecke and Darlene Byrns, grandmother of Matt 

(Amanda) Ebbecke, Kim Ebbecke, and Ryan Byrns, great-grandmother of Sarah, Madelyn, Allison, 

and Avery Ebbecke. 

Heather Wohlfeil (6/7), cousin of Diane Van Auken 

 

MILITARY 

Omar Parkinson, son-in-law of Sharon Davenport, graduated from boot camp. 

 

 

 

Fall Women's Book Discussion Group 
October 2020 

 

The Women's Book Group will be reading the New York Times 

bestseller, Becoming, by Michelle Obama.  Join us in the fall as we 

read this powerful memoir by the former First Lady.  For more 

information, contact Rae Usinger (381-1391) or Barb Riethmeier 

(381-0779). 

 



 

 

Mission Ministry  
Marguerite McKee, Chair,  mmckee@rochester.rr.com  

 

Thank You 
The Team would like to send a HUGE Thank You to everyone who participated 

in our drive-thru Food Drive on June 20.  We collected a lot of food and 

supplies--three vehicles' worth!!  The folks at ESWA were very grateful, as 

their number of families in need continues to grow.   

 

Mission Scholarship Applications are due July 15 
Guidelines and applications forms are available on the Faith website, www.faithpenfield.org, under 

Resources. 

 

 

Rise Against Hunger Postponed 
Out of an abundance of caution, we have postponed our annual Rise Against 

Hunger event until 2021.  It was a tough decision, but clearly the best option 

in these times.  All monies raised for the event will be used for the 2021 

event.  

 

Like a lot of charities, Rise Against Hunger is struggling a bit now.  If anyone 

feels moved to do so, they would truly appreciate all donations.  You may 

donate to this great organization at www.riseagainsthunger.org. 

 

The teams thanks the congregation for the support you continue to give us. 

 

Blessings in His name, 

Marguerite McKee 

 

 

 
 

 
Scripture Readings for July 

 
July 5  Zechariah 9:9-12, Romans 7:15-25a, Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
July 12 Isaiah 55:10-13, Romans 8:1-11, Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
July 19 Isaiah 44:6-8, Romans 8:12-25, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
July 26 1 Kings 3:5-12, Romans 8:26-39, Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

mailto:mmckee@rochester.rr.com


 

 

July Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Happy Birthday! 

1 Thomas Hanss, Tom Hutchings 

2 Dale Hannah, Jacob Wilson 

3 Kris Canessa, Madeline Osovski, Ben Rockwell, Samantha Shortino, Isabella Spencer 

4 Kay Gerlach, Evelyn Souder 

5 Jenna Amann, Beth Brust, Jim DiBella, Hans Kurzik, Joy Longhenry, Renee Ostberg 

6 Robert Interlicchia, Elisabeth Vogl 

7 Kaitlynn Aloi, Connie Humphries, Emily Kniess 

8 Steve Ford, Carol Keeler, Peggy Osenbach, Alexandra Spencer 

9 Jason Gerlach, Marty Hardisky, Owen Launer, Michael Mack, Emily Shortino 

11 Ron Brust, Reid Hynes 

12 Candice Gallina, Timothy Pilosi, Robert Poetker, Barbara Riethmeier 

15 Katie Demme, Mason Deutsch, Peter Mangerian, Mary Schutte 

16 Sam Hartley 

17 Savanna Launer, Diane Van Auken, Tim Vogl 

18 Barbara Hyde, June Leibring, Yvonne Saner, Stephen Schutt, Louis Szklany 

19 Michael Duckles, Mary Ann Maschoff 

20 Kris Messner, Joseph Petrucci, Jack Smith 

21 Millie Bundschuh, Jack Fitzpatrick 

22 Kay Hull, Ryan Wilson 

23 Nancy Alvut, Ruth Behnfeldt, Zachary Hoffman, Ray McLean 

24 Ralph Hartsad 

25 Bob Welk 

27 Steve Truax 

28 Mackenzie Hoad, Bill Wendland 

29 Grant Johnson, Jim Pilosi, Janise Pilosi 

30 Julie Hynes, Ginny Supranowitz 

31 Charli McDonough, Don Reschke, Morgan Testa 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

1 Jack & Karen Finkle 

3 Darren & Erica Hernandez 

4 William & Barbara Krenzer, Richard & Paula Reitz 

6 Robert & Jane Coryea, Jon & Jennifer Ottman 

7 Ralph & Beth Harstad, John & Carrie Schembri 

8 William & Kristin Mosko 

9 Elisabeth & Berge Mangerian 

10 Steve & Ruth Truax 

12 Rich & Sandy Hoffarth 

14 Tony & Chris Loperfido 

15 Jim & Kris Messner 

17 Robert & Kimberly Interlicchia 

20 Bryan & Trisha Yaeger 

21 Bill & Sara Love 

22 Mark & Liz Wood 

24 Paul VanHorn & Beth Camann 

25 Steve Gooding & Karen Capizzi-Gooding 

26 Steve & Carrie Ford 

27 David & Karen Dangler, James & Gail Sudore 

29 Ben & Megan Hoffman, Terry & Julie Morgan 

30 Larry & Dianne Longhenry 

 



 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2576 Browncroft Blvd 

Rochester NY 14625-1530 
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Who carries us? 

Nobody but Jesus. 


