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Faith Lutheran Church 

Faith Child Care and Nursery School 
2576 Browncroft Boulevard, Rochester, New York 14625-1530 

Phone:  (585) 381-3970   Web:  www.faithpenfield.org  

 

In accordance with New York State guidelines, personnel in the church office are working remotely 

from their homes.  The office phone extension 10 has been forwarded to Carol Keeler's home 

phone.  If you call in and select a church staff member's extension, you will be able to leave him or 

her a voicemail message.  All staff are reachable via their email addresses listed below. 

 

Faith Lutheran Church Staff 

Rev. Ben Braun, Pastor                                                                           

pastorben@faithpenfield.org 512-709-1730 (cell) 381-3970 Ext. 13 

 

Lyle Heggemeier, DCE, Adult Ministries 

lyle@faithpenfield.org 690-2930 (cell) Ext. 14 

 

Peter Johnson, DCE, Vicar, Youth Minister/Communications Director  

peter@faithpenfield.org 773-4475 (cell) Ext. 16 

 

Carrie and Steve Ford, Directors, Children and Family Ministries 

flcchildren@gmail.com  Ext. 18 

 

Dianne Christensen, Director of Music/Organist  

dianne@faithpenfield.org 385-0004 (home) Ext. 17 

 

Elizabeth Balentine, Director of Contemporary Music/Secretary  

elizabeth@faithpenfield.org 690-2661 (cell) Ext. 11 

 

Kay Gerlach, Business Administrator  

finance@faithpenfield.org 388-1552 (home) Ext. 12 

 

Kurt Finkbeiner, Building and Grounds Manager  

building@faithpenfield.org  Ext. 15 

 

Carol Keeler, Secretary  

secretary@faithpenfield.org 671-0674 (home) Ext. 10 

 

Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) Staff 

Sharon Davenport, Executive Director  

sbdavenport@fccnschildcare.com  385-2360 

 

Lori Connolly, Director of Finance & Operations  

laconnolly@fccnschildcare.com 385-2360 
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A Song ~ A Prayer 

 

I often use our hymnal as a devotional book.  The richness and beauty in the hymn texts 

are a treasure to me.  Obviously our current situation can be quite anxiety producing, and 

many of us have a lot of worries on our minds.  Taking the time to meditate and spend 

time with God each day is extremely helpful in gaining perspective.  I offer you the text of 

one of my favorite hymns for your devotions this month.  I hope it helps to provide you 

with God’s strength and comfort during the uncertain times we are facing.  

 

 

Lord of All Hopefulness  
Text by Jan Struther set to the Irish tune, SLANE (LSB 738) 

 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace: 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 

 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

 
 
Dianne Christensen 

 



 

 

 

Pastor Ben’s  

Corner 

 

“We Need Each Other” 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more 
as you see the Day drawing near.” – Hebrews 10:24-25 

 
As many of you know, thanks to the work and insights of Dr. Elizabeth Young, our church has created a 

video series geared towards remaining emotionally healthy during periods of isolation.  In both of the first 

two videos one of the things that Elizabeth acknowledged is the truth that humans are not designed to be 

isolated from one another.  

 

While I was trying to figure out what to write about for this article, I was sitting next to my wife Anna and our 

three kids.  As I sat there, I kept going back to the videos I just mentioned and the importance of being with 

others.  The first thing that I thought of was actually all those for whom loneliness is all too real right 

now.  One encouragement I want to offer to each of you is to reach out to someone, especially if you know 

they are in a period of severe isolation, offer them a kind word and help remind them that they have people 

who love them. 

 

The second thing I thought about is the truth that throughout the Scriptures God emphasizes the importance 

of relationships between people.  In Genesis, the whole reason behind creating Eve was because He did 

not want Adam living in isolation.  Jesus chose to do ministry with people.  From the cross, Jesus instructed 

the disciple whom He loved (John) to take care of His mother, and for the mother to be in relationship with 

John.  And finally in the verses at the beginning of this article emphasize the importance of God’s church 

being in relationship together and gathering together. 

 

So how do we fulfill God’s command to “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 

works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 

more as you see the Day drawing near”?  First of all, even from a distance, we are able to do much of what 

is commanded.  From a distance we can stir up one another to love and good works.  Call a friend, and ask 

them to call you, in order to keep each other accountable in living your faith. 

 

The apostle Paul utilized letters to continue to encourage Christians around the world.  We have phones, 

and letters, email and video chat, surely we can encourage each other.  Finally keep the desire alive for one 

day gathering together in worship.  We are continuing to meet together over our live stream through Zoom 

Bible studies, and online meetings.  We must use these opportunities as a means by which to keep our 

desire to be together going. 

 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, one day we will be together in person again and until that day comes we 

must continue to feed our relationships with each other for God knows we need each other. 

 

Sincerely, 

><>Pastor Ben Braun 



 

 

Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) 

“Where your child can grow in body, mind and spirit” 

 

We are open for business and happy to welcome children back to our program. We know it is a 

new normal and guidelines change daily but please know we are doing everything we can to 

make our program safe for all. It might take a while before we will see all our friends back but we 

look forward to that day and have planned accordingly.  

 

We want to officially congratulate our 4-year-olds on graduating from pre-school. “You have Brains in your 

Head. You have Feet in your Shoes. You can Steer yourself any Direction you Choose. Kids, You’ll Move 

Mountains.” –Dr. Seuss. We are very proud of you and wish you all the best in Kindergarten. 

 

We would also like to wish our dads a Happy Father’s Day and we hope our moms had a wonderful Mother’s 

Day. This year especially our parents have had to do double duty. We know it hasn’t been easy.  This 

pandemic has forced us to change our whole way of life. We are all wondering when we can get back to 

“normal”. But in our desire for things to get back to normal, let’s not forget what we have gained. Some 

wonderful things are happening during this “pause”.  More people are turning to God and worshipping via 

Livestream than in the past. Families are sitting together at the dinner table again and spending real quality 

time together.  The real superheroes are being appreciated and lauded.  The earth is healing. Yes, it is not 

always easy to “Be still and know that I am God,” - Psalm 46.10, but that is what God is calling us to do right 

now. Soon, we will be able to meet again and oh what a celebration that will be, but until then may you 

remember you are enough. 

 

Here's what our children will be learning this month: 

 

Toddlers and Three-Year-Olds: 

Themes: Treasure Island, Father's Day, Summer. They will be reviewing their letters and shapes. 

 

Four-Year-Olds: 

Themes: Bob's Books, Father's Day, Graduation and Summer. They will also be reviewing their letters and 

shapes. 

 

School-Age: 

They will be working through their school work and other aspects of their school day. 

 

Our Character Trait for this month is Gratitude 

 

Bible Stories: Miriam- Brave, Samuel- Listen, David- Strong, Jesus and the Temple-Wise, Jesus and the 

Little Children- Special 



 

 

 

======================================================================== 

 

Lyle’s Lines 
 

 

General Information About Adult Bible Classes 

During the current coronavirus pandemic it’s hard to say when adult classes will be meeting online or in 

person, but please plan on meeting “electronically” every Sunday morning for Bible class and on the first 

Wednesday evening in June. The classes in June are: 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class 

What’s So Amazing About Grace – This 10 week class will utilize materials and video with author, Philip 

Yancey. Gain a better understanding of what grace is and why it’s so precious, but also learn how to 

integrate it into your life. Participants will be challenged to take a journey to the heart and soul of 

Christianity and be challenged to have a new look at this radical gift that God gives to each of us – 

GRACE! This class will meet via Zoom, so you’ll need to contact Lyle in order to “be invited” into the class 

on Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:40am. Please send him an email and he’ll send you the link to join the 

class. (The link will be good for all of the sessions, so you won’t need to get it every week.) 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Class 

Taking Responsibility for Your Life: Because Nobody Else Will – Responsibilities, we all have them. 

But we don’t all take them as seriously as we ought to. Wouldn’t it be great, though, if we all took 

responsibility for the things we are responsible for? It’s time to stop the finger-pointing and excuse-making 

and to remove the “ir” in “irresponsible.” This class, concluding June 3, is using video and resources with 

Andy Stanley. Lyle Heggemeier is leading this online Zoom class that meets from 7:00-8:15 PM. Email 

Lyle for an invitation to join. 

  



 

 

 

How Long, O Lord, How Long? 
 

Faith is offering a course for people who are unemployed 

which will remind us not only of God’s continual love and 

support, but also offer practical knowledge during this 

time.  Persons who would like to join may also invite a person 

that knows them well and would be supportive and lend 

encouragement. The course is not limited to members of 

Faith, but is for anyone that may need this support, regardless 

of location. 

 

The course material, How Long, O Lord, How Long? Devotions for the Unemployed and Those Who Love 

Them, is written by Dale Kreienkamp, a former Chief Human Resource Officer (CHRO) for Lutheran 

Senior Services.  During his spell of unemployment he penned these devotions, with insight from his 

many years of experience in HR. 

 

The facilitator for this course is Diane Van Auken, who has had her own experiences with unemployment, 

and will offer some practical knowledge, some specific to the Rochester region.  The course will take 

place over Zoom, so an internet connection is needed, and can be accessed from anywhere.  Each 

session will be approximately 60 - 90 minutes and there will be between 8 and 10 sessions.   

We will need a minimum of 4 - 5 persons for group discussion 

 

If you are interested, please contact Lyle Heggemeier via email by June 15 so that we can organize 

the class.  When responding, please indicate which weeknight (after 7 PM) will work best for you to meet 

after, and if there are other nights which will not work for you. 

 

======================================================================== 

NEW A/V TASK FORCE ESTABLISHED 

Under the direction of our Faith Leadership Board, Vicar Peter Johnson has established an AV Task Force 

to create a plan for our live-stream/AV ministry. This plan may include a new AV booth in our facility, more 

livestream cameras, upgrading our AV infrastructure, new livestream/presentation hardware & software, 

and more. The reality is that a higher-quality livestreamed worship is here to stay, even long after we 

begin worshiping together in-person. There will always be people who will worship with us online. This is 

our newest ministry at Faith and it needs a long-term, sustainable plan in order to bless thousands of 

people in our community and around the world.  

The AV Task Force is: Elizabeth Balentine, Mike Balentine, Kurt Finkbeiner, Jason Gerlach, Rich Hoffarth, 

and Peter Johnson.  

Please direct all questions pertaining to this AV Task Force to Vicar Peter (peter@faithpenfield.org). 

Thanks for supporting this effort to enhance our Faith ministries! 

======================================================================== 

 

Online Connection Cards - Please take a moment to complete a connection card whenever you worship 

online. The card is located below the worship service at faithpenfield.org/ministries/livestream- worship. 

Included in the connection card is a prayer request form, too. 

 

Weekly Bulletins for both services may be downloaded from the front page of our website and are also 

included in the weekly email message sent out on Fridays. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Youth 
Thank You… 

-To our awesome Confirmation class for finishing another great year of growing together!  Thanks for 

being flexible as we switched to online learning! 

 

9th Grade Confirmation Projects 

Due to the pandemic, quarantine, and large size of our 9th grade confirmation class - the Faith Art & Faith 

Statement projects will be due by June 28.  Videos of each confirmand’s presentation will be played 

during various worship services throughout July and August.  A schedule of all of the videos will be 

published in next month’s Faith Notes.  When government and health officials deem it’s safe for large 

gatherings to begin worshiping together in-person, Faith staff will schedule Confirmation Sunday and will 

notify all 9th graders and their families of the date (many weeks in advance). 

 

Confirmation Project Zoom Meetings: 

To help you with your projects, all incoming 9th graders will be invited to Zoom with Peter on May 31 @ 

noon, June 7 @ 9:45am, and June 14 @ 9:45am.  He will email you the Zoom link. 

 

Connect with FLY on Zoom! 

It is so important for all of us to stay connected during this surreal time!  Please join us on Zoom for 

encouragement, God’s Word, conversation, and laughter!  We’re meeting online until it’s safe for us to 

meet together in-person.  Hope to see your face online soon!  *Links to the Zoom meetings have been 

emailed to every FLYer and college student.  Email or text Peter if you need the link. 

Jr. FLY (7th & 8th grades) every Sunday morning @ 9:45am  *8th graders only on June 7 & 14 

Sr. FLY (9-12th grades) every Sunday evening @ 8pm 

College Students/Young Adults every Wednesday evening @ 8pm 

 

Sunday Night FLY Finale - June 14 @ 7pm 

Join other FLYers on Zoom for our last SNFLY of the school year!  We’ve been through a lot this year and 

it’s time to look back and see how God has been at work in each of our lives!  Join us online for Bible 

study, games, and laughter with friends!  *The Zoom link will be emailed. 

 

Senior Sunday – June 21 

We’ll be recognizing our FLY seniors during both worship services (8:30 & 10:45am).  We’ll learn a little 

more about each of them and pray for them as they begin this new chapter in their lives!  They’ll receive 

their new self-study Bibles on their doorstep this month. :) 

 

*Our annual FLY breakfast and weekly Dunkin’ Sundays are postponed until next year. :( 

 

JOIN FLY’s Text-based Communication Service! 

Sign-up to receive reminders, announcements, and other info about FLY events right to your phone here: 

https://www.remind.com/join and join this class: flyouth. 

https://www.remind.com/join


 

 

 

Check us out on YouTube! 

You can watch hilarious Coffee House videos, FLY promos, and more on our YouTube 

page?!  www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth  

 

 

 

Connect with FLY on Facebook!  Join our group today! 

Search for “Faith Lutheran Youth (FLY)” on Facebook or type out this link… 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/  

 

 

 

Follow FLY on Instagram! 

https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/ 

 

 

 

 

MENTAL HEALTH VIDEO SERIES 

Faith has created a series of videos that address emotional and mental health during & after this 

pandemic.  God desires for us to be healthy in all areas of our lives and He calls us to walk 

alongside each other - especially during a time like this.  The video series features  Dr. Elizabeth 

Young.  She is a member at Faith and a clinical psychologist in Rochester.  Dr. Young shares 

practical insights, tips, and strategies on how to be emotionally healthy from a Christian 

perspective.  Each video addresses a different mental health topic.  You can watch the videos as 

they’re released and download other resources at: faithpenfield.org/resources/mental-health. 

*Many thanks to Elizabeth & Dave Young for their help with this special project! 
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At Home Sunday School Lessons 

Thank you to everyone who has completed the At Home Sunday School 

lessons.  We will continue to email these each week.  These lessons go with the 

scripture readings of the week and include a variety of activities such as video 

clips, Bible readings, online games, activities and crafts for a wide range of age 

levels.  If you are not receiving our emails and would like to receive these plans 

via email each week, you can complete the form below and we will email them 

out to you. If you are already receiving them through our Sunday School 

Program, you do not need to complete this form.  Please pass this link along to 

any families you think would also like to receive our lessons.   

https://tinyurl.com/y7ncusgc 

 

Sunday School and Kid’s Time 

Sunday School will not be held in person for the remainder of the school year and will be weekly 

online only, as at-home lessons at least through the summer. Beyond the Governor's guidelines, as we 

proceed through the summer, the focus will be on when and how we can have in person worship and 

FCCNS and the phases of their reopening plan.  If we end up being able to have in person worship this 

summer, we will not be holding Kid's Time in person. Instead, the weekly lessons we will send through 

the summer will be in place of that. 

 

Please look for online registration for Sunday School 2020-2021 to be on our website this summer and we 

look forward to seeing everyone. Start date will be determined by state guidelines and Faith’s reopening 

plan.  We miss you all! 

 

VBS 

Stay tuned for updates regarding our online-only VBS this summer.  We will be posting further information 

on our webpage and emailing updates as they are available. 

 

Connection Cards 

In addition, thank you to everyone who mailed out cards, letters or art projects to people who are feeling 

more isolated during this time.  The feedback we have received from this has been very positive.  We are 

asking your family to continue to make cards for people in our congregation to brighten their day. A 

simple card to let them know that others are thinking about them could uplift their spirits on what 

otherwise could have been a long, dreary isolated day.   

 

At-Home Learning Resources 

In an effort to provide ongoing support and guidance to families during this difficult time of schedule 

changes and school closures, below is link to a collection of online educational resources that are free of 

charge. If you know of or find additional resources, please email us at flcchildren@gmail.com and we will 

look into them. 

 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/at-home-educational-resources 

 

Thank you again to all of our Children’s Ministry volunteers.  Volunteers seek to teach our children 

about the Bible and through that, God’s love for them and this ministry would not be possible without them.  

We would like to thank them for the time and energies they have put into our Children’s Ministry program. 

https://tinyurl.com/y7ncusgc
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Church Files 
MAY 2020 

 

 

 

 

DEATHS 

+Ted Appleton (5/5), long-time neighbor and friend of the McKee family. 

+Beth Berl, lifelong family friend of Peggy Muller. 

+Robert Flint, husband of Sarah Flint, father of Terry Allen, father-in-law of Jon Allen. 

+Susan D. Huge (4/23), wife of Phil Huge, former Faith member. 

+Gerald Meade (5/4), grandfather of Jim Gerlach. 

+Darrell Schuetz (5/6), friend of Peter Johnson from Hawaii. 

+George "Pete" Taylor (4/25). 

+Brandon Williams (5/10), son of Kevin & Beth Williams, friend of many in the community. 

 

MILITARY 

Richard Dowdle, nephew of Robin Wagstrom-Arnone.  He has completed his service in the Maries and is 

safely living with his wife and parents in South Carolina. 

Dylan Gonzales, friend of Veronica Arnone.  He has completed his military service and is safe at home. 

Andrew Lindskoog, commissioned on 5/15 as a Second Lieutenant in the United States Army.  He is the 

son of David & Cathleen Lindskoog, and grandson of Ed & Joyce Lindskoog. 

 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 

Sally Schooley 

100 Elderwood Court 

Apt. 260 

Penfield, New York 14526 

585-739-1242  (She does not check messages.  If she doesn't answer, try back another time.) 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Mission Ministry  
Marguerite McKee, Chair,  mmckee@rochester.rr.com  

 

Mission Ministry Scholarship Application Guidelines 

• The Mission Ministry team is awarding two scholarships, each will be 

$1500.00 

• Applications are open to all students attending college or an 

accredited vocational program  

• Applications are due July 12, 2020 

• Applicants must be a member in good standing of Faith Lutheran Church 

• Please complete the form below and include with it a letter of recommendation from an adult who 

is not a relative or a Faith Lutheran staff member. 

• The winners will be selected and notified the first week of August 2020. 

 

 

Mission Ministry Scholarship Application 

 

Name____________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________ 

 

College or Vocation Program Name________________________________________________________ 

 

Major or certification goal________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expected date of graduation/completion____________________________________________________ 

 

We are all going through an unprecedented time right now. Please tell the team how the coronavirus 

pandemic has affected you, and how your Christian faith has influenced your response to the pandemic. 

Please also tell the team how you have served Christ through mission work, and how you plan to continue 

to serve as you go forward with your life and career. 

 

 

These guidelines and application form are available for download on the Faith 

Lutheran Church website, www.faithpenfield.org, under the Resources tab. 

mailto:mmckee@rochester.rr.com
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June Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Happy Birthday! 

1 Johnny McDonough 

2 Justin Bird, Reagan Coles, Meghan Gregory, Christopher McLean, Michael Thompson,  

 Heather Withall 

3 Paul Weise 

4 Marilyn Falzone 

5 Michael Gerlach, Jenna Olbermann, Maxwell Poromon, Abby Shortino, Rebecca Wood 

6 Greg Daly 

7 Elenie Mitchell, Peter Ostberg 

8 Brian Cole, Allison Ebbecke, Libby Russell 

9 Joan Moeller, Karen Nitschke, Paula Reitz, Jaelyne Twomey 

10 Vicki Arcieri, Daniel Kaser 

11 Doris Adamek, Joseph Twomey 

12 Caroline Alvut, Sarah Ebbecke 

13 Nicholas Bennett, Cameron Cerveny 

14 Benjamin Dehmler, Genevieve Foster, Joan Quigley, Sophia Shortino, Eric Sykes 

15 Suzanne Amann, William Dehmler, Oliver Doty, Carrie Ford, Todd Nadritch 

16 Heike Kleine 

18 Mary Bohn, Nancy Coughlin, Mark Schluentz 

19 Dominick Annese, Richard Pape, Matthew Ruffell 

20 Jameson Fore, Jamison Nuijens, Karin Vogl 

22 Karen Capizzi-Gooding, Geoffrey Launer, Rich Testa 

23 Elise Capozzi, Lance Schultz, Jennifer Twomey, Luke Vogt 

24 Michael Trojian 

25 Cory Alberti, Carrie Schembri 

26 Kim Albert, Erika Hutch, Kathy McCarthy, Dianne Schaumberg, Diane Wagner 

27 Richard Feasel, David Schutte 

28 Ed Saresky (Jr.) 

30 Shawn Carpenter, Kim Ebbecke 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

4 Ken & Sharon Kiellach, Mark & Melissa Maschoff 

5 Jacob & Connie Voycheck 

8 Michael & Melissa McNaughton, Mark & Jeniffer Schluentz 

12 Brad & Jessica Quigley 

13 Edward & Karen Wright 

16 Robert & Diane Poetker 

17 Gary & Jill Freeman, Jennifer Wilson & Stephen Schutt 

18 Mark & Rita Harstad 

19 Geoffrey & Kristen Launer 

20 James & Mary Britt, Bob & Sandie Freitag, Hans & Jeanne Kurzik 

24 David & Cathleen Lindskoog 

26 Jack & Marline Fitzpatrick, Ed & Marsha Freeman 

27 Joseph & Linda Aloi 

29 David & Tarma Cole, Reginal & Julie Hynes, Don & Stella Reschke 

30 Michael & Elizabeth Balentine 

  



 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2576 Browncroft Blvd 

Rochester NY 14625-1530 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News From The Reopening Workgroup 
 

Faith Staff and Leadership have been meeting over the past month and a half to develop our plans for the 

ultimate phased reopening of our ministries.  Our initial focus has been developing all the protocols 

required to provide for the safety of anyone who enters our facilities.  As we move closer to finalizing our 

Reopening Plan we will share this information with the congregation via written communication as well 

as an Informational Meeting via Zoom.  This meeting is anticipated to occur in mid-June.  

 

A brief survey will be sent out to our congregation members shortly to provide input into our 

planning.  Once this Reopening  Plan is distributed, additional questions should be directed to Cathy 

Saresky, Reopening Workgroup Chairperson at 585-353-6735 or Pastor Ben Braun at 512-709-1730. 

 

 
 

 

 

Who carries us? 

Nobody but Jesus 


