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A Promise Fulfilled 

Isaiah 9:6:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government shall be on his shoulders.  And he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 11:10:  In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his 

place of rest will be glorious. 

 

He Rose From the Dead 

Mary Magdalene:  “I have seen the Lord!” 

Disciple Thomas:  “My Lord and my God!” 

 

God’s Love for Us 

1 John 9:  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 

through him. 

 

Now What? 

1 John 9:11:  Since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  We love because He first loved us. 

 

http://www.faithpenfield.org/


 

 

Holy Week & Easter Sunday Livestreamed Worship 
April 9 Maundy Thursday 7pm. (Celebration of First Communion to be scheduled for a future date.) 
April 10 Good Friday 7pm only 
April 12 Easter Sunday 8:30am 
and 10:45am 
 

Submit a video for Easter 
worship! 
We are creating a special video for 
Easter worship and YOU are invited 
to be in it!  We are asking Faith 
members to film themselves saying, 
“Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed, 
alleluia!”  Families can do this 
together, too!  All videos are due 
by Monday, April 6. 
 
Here are the instructions: 
1. Place your camera/smartphone 
on something stable when you film.  
Or have someone else hold the 
camera steady. 
2. If filming on a smartphone, make 
sure your phone is sideways 
(landscape mode). 
3. You should speak no farther than 
6 feet away from the camera (this 
helps with volume). 
4. When finished recording, watch it 
to make sure you’re happy with it 
and that it’s under 10 seconds long. 
5. Please email the recording to 
faitheaster2020@gmail.com by 
Monday, April 6.  Text Peter 
Johnson at 585-773-4475 if you 
have a question.  Thank you for 
doing this! 
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 Pastor Ben’s Corner 
 

“Jesus IS the Same!” 

 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and TODAY and forever.” - Hebrews 13:8 

 

Right now things feel like they are ever changing.  I have found myself in dialogues I could never have 

imagined.  My kids who at one time were forced to go to school are now asking, “When do we get to go 

back?”  What used to be a simple text “Can you stop at the store on your way home?”  is now a strategically 

planned trip between Anna and I.  The kids’ game room is now my home office.  “Can I have a play date?” is 

now, “Can I see my friend on FaceTime?”  Every day we seem to encounter at least one more disruption, one 

more change, one more challenge to overcome, in what had been a fairly routine life. 

 

I find myself clinging to the hope that at least one thing would remain the same.  That if, even for a moment, 

my old normal would return.  And that is when I read this passage from Hebrews chapter 13, “Jesus Christ is 

the same yesterday and TODAY and forever.”  Jesus hasn’t changed.  He isn’t limited by the necessity of our 

social distancing, for He is never at a distance.  He is as present with us as He was for Adam and Eve.  He is 

as present with us as He was for the disciples.  He is as present with us as the saints, already by His side in 

eternity.  And how do I know this?  Because He is the same.  He is still God of the universe, ever present, ever 

healing, ever a comfort.  And in His unchanging, we must find our strength to face the changes before us. 

 

God’s church is not new to the idea of social distancing.  Just look at Paul’s letters to various church bodies 

around the world in the early church.  He never fails to express his desire to be physically with them and yet 

always points them to their ever present Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  He says: 

 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ [..] who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we 

can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.” - 2 Cor. 1:3-4 

 

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.” - Galatians 6:18 

 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your 

stand against the devil’s schemes.” - Ephesians 6:10-11 

 

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 

your partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that He who began a good 

work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” - Philip.1:3-6 

 

Paul wrote letters to his sisters and brothers in Christ because he could not be with them and yet knew that 

they were still united by the one who does not change, Jesus the Christ.  We too must recognize that while our 

hearts desire to once again be together, the bond we have in and through Jesus the Christ is stronger than any 

virus, more determined than any distance, and unchanging in a world filled with change.  I want to conclude by 

giving you three recommendations (as Paul did) to help you encourage one another from a distance. 

 

1. Call, write, email or even text each other.  Whether you are close to each other or not, contact each 

other.  If you are wondering who to call, maybe start by opening your directory to the page with your name 



 

 

on it and calling the other families on that same page.  Ask yourself who usually sits around you on a 

Sunday morning and call them.  If you know someone who lives alone or is going through a period of great 

trial - reach out to them. 

2. Pray for and with each other.  Set aside 20 minutes each day and pray for your brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  You can look at our weekly prayers and our ongoing prayers and even if you don’t know the full 

situation, God knows, and you can ask Him to be present with them. 

3. Worship with each other.  Throughout the Scriptures, followers of Jesus Christ have recognized that 

when they worship, they are united with Christians throughout time and location.  Commit to worshiping 

together every Sunday, if even from a distance. 

 

I hope this article finds you healthy and reliant on our unchanging Lord and Savior.  Please know that I 

remember you in my prayers every day and that I too long to be with you in worship, in fellowship and in prayer 

on the day when we see our unchanging Jesus, conquer even these ever changing times. 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

 

><>Pastor Ben 

Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church 

Penfield, NY 14625 

(585)381-3970 x13 

www.faithpenfield.org  

 
 

 

 

 

Do You Need Help or Need to Talk? 

Your church and the entire staff of Faith Lutheran Church are still here for you and for those in need. We can’t 

anticipate every scenario but know that we will help you in some fashion as best we can. If you need to talk, 

please call the staff person you would like to talk with. We are here for you. If you need assistance, call the 

church office and let us know about the need. And if you see someone in need, give the help that you can, 

even as we are all called to do. Thanks! 

 

  

http://www.faithpenfield.org/


 

 

Here are the simple steps to help you find our Livestreamed worship, classes, and devotions: 
1. Go to our website: faithpenfield.org 
2. Toward the top of our main page are links to our Livestreamed events like  Worship and Adult Bible 

Class and Devotions.  Click the link of your choice. 
3. Once clicked, you’ll be taken to that Livestream event’s webpage.  If an event is live, it will be playing in 

the center-left of the page.  Previous events (e.g. Bible classes & Devotions) are listed on the right-
hand side of the page.  (If they aren’t listed, simply click the box icon in the upper right that has the play 
button inside it.)  Simply click a previous event to play it on your screen. 

 

*Weekly bulletins for our 8:30 and 10:45 services will be posted on the front page of our website.  You can 

simply click to download the bulletin of your choice. 

 

*We are blessed to have Livestream troubleshooters (some Faith Leadership Board members) who can help 

you connect to Livestream if you have an issue on Sunday mornings.  Please contact Cathy Saresky (585-353-

6735), Carrie Schembri (585-490-2517), or John Dubois (585-862-7290).  Thank you team! 

 

Here are the simple steps to give online: 

1. Go to our website: faithpenfield.org 

2. At the top of the page, click “Giving.”  If on a mobile device or a PC with a smaller browser window, you 

will need to click the “More” option or the 3 horizontal lines at the top right-hand corner.  This will open a 

drop-down menu for selecting “Giving.” 

3. Once the “Giving” page is open, click the orange “Make A Donation” button. 

4. A new secure webpage powered by Vanco Payment Solutions will open that will give further 

instructions and giving options. 

*If you have questions about financial giving, please contact Kay Gerlach (Director of Finance) at: 

finance@faithpenfield.org.  Many thanks to all who give to the ministry of Faith and all those who choose to 

give online!  You may also continue to mail in checks to Faith Lutheran Church - 2576 Browncroft Blvd. 

Rochester, NY 14625. 

 

To submit a prayer request online: 

1. Type in www.faithpenfield.org in your computer’s search bar. 

2. Position your cursor on the words ABOUT US. 

3. Select CONTACT US from the menu that displays. 

4. Scroll down to below the map and type in your prayer request. 

5. Specify how it is to be shared. 

6. Type in your phone number, email address, and the click on SEND REQUEST. 

  

http://faithpenfield.org/
https://livestream.com/flcpenfield/events/6827954
https://livestream.com/flcpenfield/education
https://livestream.com/flcpenfield/education
https://livestream.com/flcpenfield/events/9035508
http://faithpenfield.org/
http://www.faithpenfield.org/


 

 

Faith Child Care and Nursery School (FCCNS) 
“Where your child can grow in body, mind and spirit” 

 

He has risen! 

He has risen indeed! 
 

On Easter morning those words echo around the world. Trumpets and voices declare His victory. It is a day of 

celebration. It is a vast difference from Good Friday when Jesus died on the cross for our sins. His followers 

and family wept. The sky turned black and the curtain in the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. He was 

buried in a tomb. But, on the third day he rose again.   

 

He conquered death. 

He won. 

 

Because of Jesus our sins no longer separate us from God. Because of Jesus we are free. We are free to 

share the good news of Jesus to everyone.  Because of Jesus, grace wins, every time.  

 

Happy Easter!  

He has risen!  

He has risen indeed! 

 

 
 

 

 
  



 

 

Lyle’s Lines 
 

 

General Information About Adult Bible Classes 

During the current coronavirus crisis, it’s hard to say what adult Bible classes will happen during April, but 

please plan on meeting “electronically” for Bible class Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. If we’re 

able to physically gather, we’ll announce that to you in a variety of ways. The classes will be: 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class 

Who is This Man? The Unpredictable Impact of the Inescapable Jesus – On the eve of His 

crucifixion it seemed like Jesus’ influence on the world had ended. On the contrary, it had just begun. In 

this video-based study, pastor and best-selling author John Ortberg, reveals how Jesus and Christianity 

came to make an inescapable influence on our world, and how you as a Christian can make an 

inescapable influence too. This class will conclude on April 5 and may be watched via Livestream either 

live (Sunday morning at 9:45) or any time later that meets your schedule. You may reach the 

Livestream link via FaithPenfield.org and clicking on the Adult Bible Class link at the top of the page. 

Lyle Heggemeier is leading this class. 

 

Overcomer: Live a Life of Unstoppable Strength, Unmovable Faith, and Unbelievable Power – In 

these highly uncertain times it seems impossible to trust that God will help us overcome all the troubles 

that are facing us and overcome even evil. But that’s exactly what God will do – overcome the forces of 

evil and keep us safe and with Him! Jesus said, “I have overcome the world” and “all power has been 

given to me” and “I am with you always.” In this 6 session Bible study we will learn to trust our Lord and 

to daily put on the armor that He provides for us. Lyle Heggemeier will be leading this class each 

Sunday morning at 9:45am beginning April 19.  

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Class 

Unshakable Hope: Building Our Lives on the Promises of God – In a trembling, unsteady world, 

how do you gain stability, find peace, and learn to trust God? This class, using materials and video with 

famous author, Max Lucado, helps us stand on the definitive declarations of our mighty and loving God 

who has made promises to us. We’re studying some of the men and women of the Bible and how God 

kept His promises to them when the circumstances were dire. Like them, we can also build our lives on 

God’s promises and trust Him to keep them. This class will be experimenting with using Zoom in 

sessions beginning April 15. If you’d like to join us, and new participants are always welcome to join us, 

please email Lyle. The class will meet electronically on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:15. 
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Thank You… 
-To the 55 youth who attended Mystery Night last month!  Because this broke a FLY attendance record, Moe’s 
will be catering free burritos at a future Sunday Night FLY! 
-To all the youth and adults who participated in our first livestreamed Sunday Night FLY! 
 

A Note from Peter… 
FLY, you are loved and missed!  Please know that the Youth Advisors and I are all available to chat, video 
chat, text, and email! We are offering ways to virtually connect through Zoom and we’d love to see you in our 
online hangouts!  Let’s keep reaching out to each other and friends from school. We are in this together. Keep 
trusting in God and leaning on Him through this time. He carries you. He loves you. 
 

Connect with FLY on Zoom! 
It is so important for all of us to stay connected during this surreal time!  Please join us on Zoom for 
encouragement, God’s Word, conversation, and laughter!  We’ll be meeting online until it’s safe for us to meet 
together in-person.  Hope to see your face online soon!  *Links to the Zoom meetings have been emailed to 
every FLYer and college student.  Email or text Peter if you need the link. 
*Jr. FLY (7th & 8th grades) every Sunday morning @ 9:45am 
 *Confirmation material will now be covered in this Zoom meeting - not on Livestream! 
Sr. FLY (9-12th grades) every Sunday evening @ 8pm 
College Students/Young Adults every Wednesday evening @ 8pm 
Youth Advisors every Thursday evening @ 8pm 
 
Other Announcements: 
-Flower City Work Camp - CANCELLED - Read more at flowercityworkcamp.org/fcwc2020 
-FLY Choir - POSTPONED 
-Puerto Rico & Delaware Mission Trip Info Meetings - POSTPONED 
-Star Wars Movie on Apr. 17 - POSTPONED 
-Sunday Night FLY on Apr. 26 will be livestreamed 
 
JOIN FLY’s Text-based Communication Service! 
Sign-up to receive reminders, announcements, and other info about FLY events right to your phone here: 
https://www.remind.com/join and join this class: flyouth. 
 

 
Check us out on YouTube! 
You can watch hilarious Coffee House videos, FLY promos, and more on our YouTube page?!  
www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth  
 

 
 
Connect with FLY on Facebook!  Join our group today! 
Search for “Faith Lutheran Youth (FLY)” on Facebook or type out this link… 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/  
 

 
Follow FLY on Instagram! 
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/ 

http://flowercityworkcamp.org/fcwc2020
https://www.remind.com/join
http://www.youtube.com/faithlutheranyouth
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flypenfield/
https://www.instagram.com/flypenfield/


 

 

Children’s and Family Ministry 
 

At Home Sunday School Lessons 

While we are not meeting in the same building for the time being, we will continue to work with 

you to support the spiritual development of your child(ren) as we always have.  Each week, 

we will be posting a Sunday School Lesson at our webpage:  

https://faithpenfield.org/ministries/childrens-family.  All lessons will be archived on this page.  If you would like 

to receive these updates via email and are not already receiving them, please email us at 

flcchildren@gmail.com.  Children across the world are unable to attend Sunday School during this time, so we 

would encourage you to pass along this link to anyone you think might be able to use it.  We would also 

encourage you to email or tweet pictures (@flcchildren) of your family worshiping online or completing these 

Sunday School lessons to help us continue to build this sense of community as we continue to meet together, 

just not in the same place. 

 

At-Home Learning 

In an effort to provide ongoing support and guidance to families during this difficult time of schedule changes 

and school closures, we have created a collection of online educational resources to assist you in schooling 

your children at home that are free of charge.  You can access them online here:  

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/at-home-educational-resources.  If you know of or find additional resources, 

please email us at flcchildren@gmail.com and we will look into them. 

 

Kid’s Time Changes 

Starting Memorial Day weekend, Kid’s Time will only be held during the late service on the first, third, and fifth 

Sundays of the month through at least the end of the summer.  In addition, there will be no Kid’s Time on July 

5th (4th of July weekend) or September 6th (Labor Day weekend). 

 

Kid’s Time Volunteers Needed 

Adult Kid’s Time volunteers and youth Kid’s Time assistants are needed to be on the schedule as a regular 

volunteer or as a substitute.  Adult leaders receive the lesson plan during the week before they teach the 

lesson and all materials are prepped for them.  We are there to support adult leaders with any questions that 

they have.  Youth volunteers, starting in grade 6, are there to support the kids with cutting, following directions, 

reading, etc.  Our plan is that adult and teen volunteers will be on the schedule an average of once every two 

months.  Please contact Steve or Carrie Ford if you are interested. 

 

Sunday School / Kid’s Time Craft Prep Team 

We need volunteers to cut, fold, staple, hole punch, etc. various craft projects for our younger children during 

the Sunday School year.  If you would be interested in helping with our craft prep, please let us know.  There is 

usually a couple of week time frame in which you can complete the task, so generally there is no rush. 

 

VBS Prep Team 

We need volunteers to cut, fold, staple, hole punch, etc. various craft projects for our VBS program.  If you 

would be interested in helping with our craft prep, please let us know.  VBS prep will be available as lesson 

plans get finalized in the coming weeks. 

 

Sunday School Volunteers 

We are always looking for people who are willing to help with our Sunday School classes and become part of 

one of our teams. 

https://faithpenfield.org/ministries/childrens-family
mailto:flcchildren@gmail.com
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/at-home-educational-resources
mailto:flcchildren@gmail.com
mailto:flcchildren@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

VBS 2020 
August 3-August 7, 2020  
 

This year’s theme:  Shipwrecked!   
 

This year’s theme and all the stories focus on ways our lives can be shipwrecked and how God saves, 

strengthens, forgives, and provides for us in those moments.  Last year we had 250 kids at VBS!  While there 

is no deadline for registering for VBS, for planning purposes and volunteer alignment, if you know your children 

will be attending VBS, we ask that you register early.  You can register at the link below.  Spread the word! 

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/vbs-registration-form   

 

As VBS grows, we will need more volunteers.  If you think you might be interested, please let us know and we 

will help you find a role that is a good fit.  You can register as a volunteer at this link:   

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/volunteer-registrationvbs  
 

 

VBS “Wish List”:  We have created an Amazon wish list for decorations, crafts, and supplies for this year’s 

VBS.  This list will be updated as lesson plans are finalized and enrollment numbers increase.  This will allow 

us to control costs while our VBS program grows.  If you would like to purchase any of these supplies and have 

an Amazon account, you may access the wish list here: 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2ZCHW69OVMQCQ?ref_=wl_share  
 

 

  

https://faithpenfield.org/resources/vbs-registration-form
https://faithpenfield.org/resources/volunteer-registrationvbs
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2ZCHW69OVMQCQ?ref_=wl_share


 

 

 



 

 

Church Files 
MARCH 2020 

 

 

 

 

Births 

Camden James McCaig (3/16), nephew of Cheryl Speisman 

 

Deaths 

Luther Diedrich (3/17), brother of Mary Schutte 

Isabella Esson (3/11), mother of a friend of Diane Van Auken 

Alberta Heckman (3/8), mother of a friend of Diane Van Auken 

Pat Ingram (3/1), brother-in-law of Anthony & Julie Alberti 

Jason Knope (2/28), nephew of Chita McKinney 

Werner “Zip” Kraemer (2/26), friend of Brian Coughlin 

Agnes Ryfinski (2/20), friend of the Wright family 

Ann Santiago, sister of Bob Wyman 

 

Military 

Tim Monczynski, son-in-law of Ed & Marsha Freeman 

Oman Parkinson, son-in-law of Sharon Davenport 

 

Address Updates 

Christine Kirkland-Davis, 113 Glendale Park, Rochester NY 14613 

 

Folks Worshiping in other congregations 

Debbie & Lyle Heggemeier St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Federal Way, WA, 3/8 

Chris Loperfido Church by the Sea, Madeira Beach, FL, 2/9 

 

  



 

 

Mission Ministry  
Marguerite McKee, Chair,  mmckee@rochester.rr.com  

 

A lot has been happening and changing with Missions in the past few 

weeks!! 

 

First----some HUGE thank you’s to the Congregation: 

 

❖ We delivered over 1500 diapers and several dozen containers of formula to the Crisis Nursery!!!! 

They were overwhelmed with gratitude!!! 

 

❖ Our drive thru food drive for ESWA was fantastic!! We dropped off four vehicles of non-perishable 

food and hygiene supplies to them. Tears of thanks and joy were shed!!! 

 

❖ MANY bags of clothes were given to Grace House for their men. Again, the gratitude was deep and 

heartfelt! 

 

 

Due to the uncertainty about gathering in groups, and the difficulty in getting food, we will not 

be able to have our Easter Basket service project.  

 

While we regret this, we hope to help folks with food insecurity in other ways going forward. 

 

 

 

 
Sadly, our Rise Against Hunger event is postponed. We are looking at September to reschedule. All monies 

raised to date will apply to the new event. We will keep everyone posted as we confirm things!! 

 

 

The Missions team wishes everyone health, peace, and the comfort of Jesus’s love in there trying times. 

 

 

In His name,  

Marguerite McKee 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

1 Christine Avila-Smith 

 Colin Daly 

 Evan Ford 

 Lois Jacob 

 Betty McKay 

 Michael McNaughton 

 Ruth Truax 

 

2 Anthony Demme 

 Marv Jacob 

 Doris Laitenberger 

 Skylar Nolan Jones 

 Katherine Trimble 

 Adrienne VanHorn 

 

3 William Cerveny 

 

5 Erica Hernandez 

 Bonnie Samuels 

 David Schaum-Bartocci 

 Patricia Withall 

 

6 Garrett Hynes 

 Kyle Ledermann 

 Amy Ottman 

 Steve Welk 

 

7 Larry Ferner 

 Mark Harstad 

 

8 Sharon Davenport 

 

10 Scott Cronk 

 Jack Maginn 

 

11 Sandie Freitag 

 

12 Brian Hammond 

 Roxanne Leschhorn 

 Eve Smith 

 

13 Kathryn Feasel 

 Jonah Twomey 

 

14 Cindy Kreter 

 Carol Letky 

 Jennifer Ottman 

 

15 Lauren Cronk 

 Kevin Deutsch 

 Doris Florance 

 Tracy Muller 

 

16 Tracy Cerveny 

 Monique Doty 

 John DuBois 

 Linda (Kleine) Fore 

 Deborah Gillespie 

 Lisa Kniess 

 Liz Russell 

 Matthew Zager 

 

17 Greg Gerbasi 

 

18 Kurt Finkbeiner 

 Douglas Niblack 

 Emma Smith 

 

20 Lauren Daly 

 Ed Lindskoog 

 Dorothy Maguire 

 Ann McEwen 

 David Palmer (Sr.) 

 

21 Michael McLean 

 Wendy Melenbacker 

 

22 Beth Camann 

 Lindsey Forma 

 Amanda Longhenry 

 Melissa Maschoff 

 

23 Rob Doty 

 Annerose Eberhardt 

 Zachary McEwen 

 Kristin Nuijens 

 Erin Wolfanger 

 

24 Linda Gerbasi 

 Amanda Poetker 

 

25 Abigail Bennett 

 Isabelle Forma 

 Lucas Johnson 

 Mark Shortino 

26 Elizabeth Ford 

 Luella Jacuzzo 

 David Palmer (Jr.) 

 Greg Supranowitz 

 

27 Justin Hoffarth 

 Brian Kenyon 

 Cathleen Lindskoog 

 Nicholas Muller 

 Jeff Rupp 

 

28 Kathy McEwen 

 Abby Ottman 

 Gail Sudore 

 Dorothy Tetro 

 

30 Jordan McNaughton 

 Ted Price 

 Terry Wheeler 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

5 Rob & Monique Doty 

7 Marv & Lois Jacob 

13 Larry Arnone &  

 Robin Wagstrom-Arnone 

14 Tom & Nancy Hammond 

21 Len & Karen Carlson 

28 David & Sandie Palmer 

29 Bill & Lisa Sykes 

30 Liam & Tracy Cerveny 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Date subject to change based on CDC recommendations  



 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

2576 Browncroft Blvd 

Rochester, New York 14625 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 


