
Onelife Community Church Membership Covenant

We believe that you matter to God.  He created you and knows your every thought, attitude, intention, and action.  
Also, God purposely arranged the times, dates, and circumstances of your life to be right where you are at this 
moment in history.  Because all of time is His story.  He is the creator and sustainer of life.

"The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built 
by hands.  And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and 
breath and everything else.  From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men 
would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.  Acts 17:24-27 
NIV 

And while you are important and significant...
you were made by God and for God.  You were made for His glory and His purposes.

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
Ephesians 3:10-11 NIV  

Throughout the scriptures a follower of Jesus is called a disciple.  We believe that disciples love Jesus in response to 
who He is, what He’s done, and what He continues to do for them.  Out of love, we obey Jesus.  Disciples obey 
Jesus, mature, and disciple others to disciple.

The Church
The church exists for God’s glory and to demonstrate God’s glory.  The global church (all followers of Jesus on the 
earth) continues to fulfill God’s redemptive purposes on earth.  The local church (followers of Jesus who make up a 
specific part of the body of Christ in a specific place, town, or city) is an expression of the global church at a micro 
level.  Being a part of a local church isn’t just about membership or attendance or saying “I go to ____ church.”  Over 
time many people have forgotten that being a member of a local church is deeply spiritual and sacred.  It is actively 
living by the power of the Holy Spirit and joining with others in God’s redemptive work. 

Throughout the scriptures the church is referred to as the body of Christ, the bride of Christ, the family of God, and 
the household of God (1 Corinthians 12, Revelation 21:2, 1 Peter 4:17, Ephesians 2:19)

The body of Christ: Every part of the body is significant, necessary, and mutually dependent upon one another others.  
The bride of Christ: Jesus gave His life for the church, and we are to submit and sacrifice to Him and one another.
The family of God:  A family has order, roles, responsibilities, and even rules to follow. 
The household of God: A family acts like a family.  While every member is sinful and selfish at his/her core being, 
there is a continual desire to learn, mature, grow, and live out the “one another’s”.

Denominations and local churches are distinct for many reasons (vision, philosophy, strategy, etc.)  One of the 
greatest distinctions is doctrine.  
Onelife Community Church believes the following to be foundational beliefs i.e. doctrine.

Foundational Doctrine
We believe God inspired the authors of Scripture , the 66 books of the Old and New Testament, by His Spirit, 1

to speak to all generations of believers including us today. God calls us to immerse ourselves in His word 
communally and individually, to faithfully interpret and live out the story today as we are led by the Spirit of God.  
The Scriptures are absolute truth, authoritative, and sufficient. 

We believe that there is only one God , who is and was and always will exist in three persons-Father, Son, 2

and Holy Spirit. We believe that in the beginning God created all things. He created human beings in His 
spiritual image, to be like Him in character. We are the supreme object of His creation, and were brought into 
existence to be in fellowship with Him, others, and creation. Satan tempted the first humans–Adam and Eve. 
Through Adam’s sin, darkness and evil entered the world. This disastrous and devastating event resulted in all 
of humanity being fatally flawed. From that point on all of creation has been marred and broken because of sin.  

 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; Prov. 30:5; Rom. 16:25, 261

 1 John 5:7; Gen. 1:26; Matt. 3:16, 17; 28:19; Luke 1:35; Isa. 9:6; Heb. 3:7-112



The penalty for sin is both physical and spiritual death.  Our relationships with God, others, ourselves, and 
creation are fractured and in desperate need of redeeming.

We believe God has never forsaken His creation, but has promised restoration to this broken world. God chose 
Abraham and his descendants to represent Him in the world. They were to be a blessed nation so that through 
them all other nations would be blessed. Throughout history, God remained faithful, even though his children 
continually rebelled. Over time God used prophets to rebuke his people. He used them to call His people back 
to their mission to care for the poor and oppressed, to live as His children, and to point to the Messiah. Still, 
Abraham and his descendants continued to forsake God’s purpose and plan for their lives. Through it all, there 
was a small group that continually hoped for a future with peace, justice, reconciliation, and a renewed reign of 
God.

We believe this hope was fulfilled when God sent his son Jesus , the Messiah, to earth. He was conceived by 34

the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin. Jesus was fully God and fully man. He came to preach good news to the 
poor, bind up the brokenhearted, and set the captives free. He revealed who God is and proclaimed the 
beginning of a new kingdom to restore this broken world. Jesus, though perfect and sinless, was rejected by 
many. He willingly suffered and offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the entire world by dying 
on a cross. Jesus died as our substitute to pay the price for our sins.  Jesus physically rose from the dead to 
satisfy divine justice, demonstrate His power over sin and death, and to bring hope to all of creation.

We believe through Jesus we are redeemed and receive salvation . Through Him, and Him alone, we are 5

forgiven of our sin. By this forgiveness, our relationship with God is restored. Salvation is given by grace and is 
received by personal faith in Jesus, the Christ. Salvation is maintained by God’s grace and power and not by 
the self-effort of the believer. Through the Holy Spirit  all those who believe are affirmed as children of God. 6

God’s Spirit continues to empower, comfort, counsel, guide, and lead His children into truth. As followers of 
God, we seek to live under His Spirit’s control and to live missional lives of faith bringing glory to God.

We believe the Church  is established in Christ and is his bride and body. The church is a global and local 7

expression of living out the way of Jesus. The local church practices spiritual disciplines and celebrates 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper as scriptural means of testimony for the church in this age. Every member of 
the global and local church is a vital part of the church in fulfilling Christ’s great commission and ministering to 
this broken and hurting world.

We believe in eternity , and we believe God created human beings to exist forever in this eternity. After His 8

resurrection, Jesus physically ascended to heaven and will physically return to earth again.  He will reign as 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  He will bring peace, justice, and life. On that day, creation will be restored, 
and God will dwell among us. Jesus will reclaim this world and judge the living and the dead. Those who trust 
Jesus will be physically raised to eternal reward and will live forever in His presence. Those who do not know 
Jesus will exist eternally punished and separated from God.As followers of Jesus, we are hopefully and are 
expectantly longing for His return. We have one life here on earth, and we give ourselves and our lives to make 
known to all this hope we have in Jesus.

The previous doctrine is essential and foundational to the church.  While there is essential doctrine, there is also non-
essential.  Nonessential doctrine continues to divide and detract from God’s mission through His church.  While we 
may not all agree on nonessential doctrine, it is imperative for covenant members to have grace in the nonessentials.  
Covenant members do not have to be in full agreement of the nonessentials.  Covenant members should understand 
that these nonessentials are just that: nonessentials, and must never be used to cause division or undermine the 
spiritual authority of the church’s leadership.

 John 1:1, 14; 20:28; 1 Tim. 3:16; Isa. 9:6; Phil. 2:5, 6; 1 Tim. 2:53

 Matt. 1:18, 25; Luke 1:35; Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18, 23-25; Luke 1:27-354

 Eph. 2:8; Gal. 2:16; 3:8; Titus 3:5; Rom. 10:9, 10; Acts 16:31; Heb. 9:22, 1 John 1:7; Rev. 1:5; 5:9; Col. 1:20; Rom. 3:10-12, 5

23; 5:9; John 1:29

 John 6:44, 65, Heb. 2:4; Rom. 1:11; 12:4-8; Eph. 4:16; 2 Tim. 1:5, 16; 4:14; 1 Cor. 12:1-31; 14:1-40; 1 Peter 4:10, 1 Thess. 4:3; 6

5:23; 2 Cor. 3:18; 6:14-18; 2 Thess. 2:1-3; Rom. 8:29; 12:1,2; Heb. 2:11

 Eph. 1:22; 2:19-22; Heb. 12:23; John 17:11, 20-237

 Matthew 25:31-46; John 5:28-29; Acts 24:158



Covenant
The word ‘covenant’ is an agreement or promise between two or more persons.  The term ‘covenant’ is used initially 
in the scriptures in God’s covenant with Noah (Genesis 6:18).  And throughout the scriptures we see God make 
covenants with Abraham (Gen. 17:3-8), Moses (Exod. 19:3-6), David (2 Sam. 7:12-29), and others.  Not only does 
God make covenants with people, but individuals also enter into covenants with other individuals...David and 
Jonathan (1 Samuel 18:1-3), Ruth and Naomi (Ruth 1:16-17), as well as others.  Jesus fulfilled the old covenant and 
instituted a new covenant...thus the scriptures are called the Old Testament (covenant) and New Testament 
(covenant).

A covenant is not a contract.  The following are not comprehensive, but clearly convey covenant characteristics.

✤ A covenant is an unconditional promise

✤ A covenant is initiated for the benefit of the other person

✤ A covenant is based on unconditional love

✤ A covenant is a permanent commitment

✤ A covenant requires confrontation and forgiveness

God covenants with His church and the church’s members covenant with one another.  This calls for selflessness, 
mutual submission, sacrifice, and humility.  The covenant acknowledges responsibilities and obligations of elders and 
church members for the health of the church and ultimately God’s Glory.  If at any time a member feels as though the 
church or it’s leadership is not upholding it’s obligations of the covenant, the member should express and 
communicate this to the leadership of the church in a spirit of genuineness and humility.  If the church has violated it’s 
responsibilities, the member is free to seek faithfulness to another church.

Elders
Elders are also described as pastors and shepherds throughout the scriptures.  These men shepherd, lead, oversee, 
protect, equip, and care for the church and it’s members.  These elders covenant to do the following based upon the 
scriptures:

✤ Care for the church by constantly pointing members to grow in the grace, truth, and love we have through Jesus.9

✤ Set an example for members, for they too are members of the church.10

✤ Equip members of the church for ministry.11

✤ Prayerfully seek God’s direction for our church and faithfully manage the churches resources.12

✤ Provide wise counsel and teaching based upon the truth of scripture.13

✤ Protect the church from false teaching and those individuals who cause dissension and division in the church.

✤When necessary exercise discipline in a loving manner consistent with the scriptures to bring health to the body 
and ultimately give glory to God.14

 Eph. 4:15-16 Col. 1:28; James 5:14; Matt. 28:16-209

 1 Tim. 4:12; Titus 2:7-8; 1 Ptr. 5:310

 Eph. 4:11-16 11

 1 Ptr. 5:1-4; Acts 20:2812

 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Titus 2:1; 1 Tim. 4:1613

 James 5:19-20; Gal. 6:1; Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Corin. 514



Members
A believer, or follower of Jesus, has experienced the grace of God and has not only accepted Jesus as Savior, but 
also as Lord.  Life is no longer lived for self, but is lived out of an overflow of the Holy Spirit.  This calls for obedience, 
stemming from love for Jesus, that produces faith.  The following are general obligations of all believers.

Continue to grow as a disciple of Jesus through regular and consistent prayer, scripture reading, confession of sin, 
repentance, engaging in gospel-centered community, and practicing spiritual disciplines.15

Submit to the scriptures.  We do not change them to fit our lives.  They change our lives and are our authority.  16

Because of God’s grace, I will live life as an act of worship to God; as I’m empowered by the Holy Spirit.

I will submit to the elders and church leadership.  This includes church discipline consistent with scripture while 
always encouraging unity in the body.17

_____ I will consistently be engaged in Onelife’s weekend gatherings, gospel-centered community and mission.

_____ I will consistently serve those within the church and also outside of the church by stewarding my time and 
spiritual gifts.18

_____ I will pursue faithfulness in managing what God has given me.  This includes the joyful, sacrificial, and regular 
giving of financial resources, time, and spiritual gifts.19

_____ If I am led by the Holy Spirit to leave the church I will notify appropriate church leadership.

I agree with and will participate in this sacred covenant with God and my other family members of Onelife Community 
Church.

_____________________________________________________  ______________________

Name Date

 Acts 17:11; 1 Cor. 9:24-27; Eph. 5:1-21; 1 Thess. 5:12-2215

 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Psalm 11916

 Psalm 141:5; Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5:9-13; Heb. 12:5-11; Heb. 13:17, Eph. 4:1-3; 1 Ptr. 5:517

 Acts 2:42-47; Heb. 10:23- 25 18

 Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 8-9; 1 Ptr. 4:10-11 19


