
Every parents wants Christmas to be a special. Looking back, my dear mother wanted her sons to 
receive something they genuinely wanted and would enjoy. That being said, she wasn’t thrilled by the 
thought that one of her four boys might be able to guess what they were going to receive before 
Christmas by rattling their personalized present. As gifts would begin to show up under the Christmas 
tree, my brothers and I would quickly begin our investigation, trying to discern what we were going to 
receive by evaluating the size of the present and shaking it from every angle.Because of our  
perpetual curiosity, mom would do several things to sabotage our efforts. Her most frequent tactic 
was to put someone else's name on the gift intended for us!  Pretty difficult to guess what I am to 
receive, if I’m obsessing over a gift intended for someone else! 
 

We too have distorted perceptions about God’s gifts - obsessing over someone else’s gift, or being 
frustrated in our attempts to unwrap what He has intended for us. My mother didn’t want us guessing 
about our gifts and neither does God, but His motive is different than hers. He doesn’t want to  
confuse us; He wants to enlighten us. He’s not trying to keep us in the dark, but bring us into the light. 
He has no interest in frustrating our discovery. 
 

Our holiday series, “Unwrapping Your Gifts,” looks at the things  God clearly wants to bestow upon 
His children. To unwrap what God has for us, we have to engage in the pursuit of the gifts that He 
has made available. 
 

Matthew 7:11 says: “So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.” 
 

The ‘unwrapping’ portion to our series is about our involvement, our engagement, and our efforts to 
access the gifts, promises and resources that God wants us to enjoy. Look at what Scripture says 
about our Heavenly Father’s unlimited resources:  
 

Ephesians 3:20 “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
can ask or imagine…”  

 

1 Corinthians 1:4 (MSG) “May all the gifts and benefits that come from God our Father, and the  
Master, Jesus Christ, be yours.” 
 

It has been said that most of us “do not live up to our potential.” What might be more to the point is 
that we don’t live in, live out or live up to the potential blessings God has in store for us. Throughout 
our series, we’ll be help you to unwrap His greater gifts for you. 
 

Today, we look at three critical steps that must be consistently employed to unwrap God’s best gifts 
and blessings. Scripture makes it abundantly clear that if we fail to pursue God’s purposes, we’ll nev-
er experience the life He desires for us. Take a few minutes today and this week to examine the three 
critical areas where we can begin to unwrap, and experience His purposes, gifts and blessings.  
 

Review the Spiritual Growth Plan with a friend, mentor, small group leader, or staff person. Complete 
it as best you can.  
 

Next, try to express and process with them  why each of these three areas  are important and why we 
sometimes feel an internal resistance to commit to them: 1) a daily time of connection (quiet time) 
with God/Christ; 2) a weekly/regular time to grow with others in community; and 3) using your gifts 
and abilities for serving God’s purposes. What Scriptures can you find that affirm each commitment? 
What are some of the ways, tools and habits that can reinforce each commitment? Do your best to fill 
out the Spiritual Growth Plan and then share it with someone for greater insight and accountability. 
For more insight, tools and instruction, go online to yosemitechurch.com/nextsteps  
 

We’ll see you next week as we look at the Gift that will get you out of trouble. 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 

Summary for November 

Needed for Month $130,000 

Income Received  $69,794 

Remaining Needed  $60,206 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,908 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,092 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 
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Pastor Jeff Leis 

Unwrapping 
Your Gifts 

The Gift That Goes 
Beyond Limits 

 

I. God has unwrapped gifts (resources) for us 
 
1 Corinthians 1:3 “May all the gifts and benefits that 
come from God our Father, and the Master, Jesus 
Christ, be yours.” (MSG) 
 

1. Jesus was clear that He has unlimited   
resources for us 

 
Unlimited life: John 10:10 “I came so that they can 
have real and eternal life, more and better life than 
they ever dreamed of.” (MSG) 
 
Unlimited light: John 8:12 “Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 
Unlimited nourishment: John 6:35 “Jesus said to 
them, ‘I am the bread of life. The one who comes to 
me will never go hungry, and the one who believes 
in me will never be thirsty.’”  



2. Paul was clear that God has unlimited          
resources for us 

  
Ephesians 3:20-21 “Now to Him who is able to do  
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,  
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all  
generations, forever and ever!”  
 
II. Three priorities to unwrap God’s gifts and         

resources for you. 
 

1. Unwrap the gift of your New Spiritual Identity 
 
1 Corinthians 1:4 “I can never stop thanking God for all the 
generous gifts He has given you, now that you belong to 
Christ Jesus.”  (NLT) 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 “This means that anyone who belongs 
to Christ has become a new person. The old life is 
gone; a new life has begun!” (NLT) 
 

 This is about learning to be dependent on 

God 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God. You are not your own; you were 
bought at a price.”  
 

 Commit to develop your daily connection to 
Christ/God/HS 

 
 

2. Unwrap the gift of your New Spiritual Family 
  
1 Corinthians 1:5-7 “Through him, God has enriched your 
church in every way...This confirms that what I told 
you about Christ is true. Now you have every spiritual gift 
you need…” 

1 Corinthians 12:27 “Now you are the body of Christ and 
each one of you is a part of it.” 
 
Romans 12:4-5 “For just as each of us has one body with 
many members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one 
body,and each member belongs to all the others.” 
 

 This is about learning to be interdependent 
on others 

 
1 Corinthians 1:10 “I appeal to you, dear brothers and 
sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in 
harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in 
the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and 
purpose.”  (NLT) 
 

 Commit to join a small group and grow in 
spiritual community 

  
3. Unwrap the gift of your new spiritual abilities/

talents/gifts 
 
1 Corinthians 12:7 “A spiritual gift is given to each of us 
so we can help each other.”  (NLT) 
 
1 Peter 4:10 “Each one should whatever gift he has been 
given to serve others. Faithfully administering God’s 
grace in its various forms.” 
 

 

 This is about learning to contribute; to 
serve God’s purposes with others 

 

 

 Commit to step into opportunities to serve 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
11/19/16-11/20/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: gifts, life, light,  
nourishment, identity, dependent, daily  
connection, family, interdependent, join, grow, 
abilities, contribute, serve 


