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Pastor Jeff Leis 

Following Jesus  

 

To the Real Issues 
 

John 4:4-24 
 

I. Why we get stuck in life  
 

1. We get stuck on the wrong is-
sues 

 

Verses 7-9 “When a Samaritan woman came to 
draw water,   Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give 
me a drink?’ (His disciples had gone into the 
town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said 
to him, ‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 
woman. How can you ask me for a drink? (For 
Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)”  
 

 She saw a race issue. 
 

2. We get stuck drinking from the 
wrong well 

 
Verses 11-12 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have 
nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water? Are you 
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the 
well and drank from it himself, as did also his 
sons and his flocks and herds?”    
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YOUR ASSIGNMENT 
 

We often get stuck in life. We settle into our routine only to find that somewhere along the way 
our routine has become a rut. It is true that our rut has a sense of predictability and familiarity 
but not a lot of spirituality. We become  consumed by our challenges and problems in this life, 
and   fail to look for what God wants to do in our lives. The story of the Woman at the Well 
might not be our story exactly, but her issues are not that different from those with which we 
struggle. As we look at this wonderful fourth chapter of John, there are  three reasons why we 
might  not be moving forward spiritually. Looking back over your sermon notes, and ask your-
self which of the three are most evident in your own life. Are you stuck because you are focus-
ing on the wrong issues, drinking from the wrong well, or living the wrong life? 
 

Race is by all means an issue in our culture and in the culture in which Jesus revealed 
Himself. So when I say we get stuck on the wrong issues, I’m in no way saying that “race” 
is  not an issue. In fact, Jesus addresses the woman to overturn the barrier of the race issue. 
The bigger issue is what is keeping you from God and his purposes to move in and through 
your life to heal relationships and give out His grace to others? Is there some issue  that causes 
you “not to  associate” (see verse 9) with a particular person or persons? To the degree that we 
turn away from people due to some prejudice (perceived or real), we are missing the call of 
God. It is only when we face our issues that we can overcome our issues. Take some time to 
think through your relationships and the people with whom you you struggle.  Ask Jesus to lead 
you to a more accepting attitude and consider what you can do to reach out. Notice in our story 
how Jesus made the first move. If you are going to be like Him you are going to have to start 
making the first move to get beyond issues that block God’s grace. 
 

Drinking from the wrong well - Jacob’s well could bring water for life, but not the water of life. 
Jesus makes a very bold statement to the woman who was at first confused by his comment. 
Jesus addresses a need that we all have in life. We need more than physical nourishment. We 
need spiritual nourishment. In the chapters that follow, we’ll see Jesus coming back to this point 
again and again.   Because we are not just physical beings, we can never be satisfied with 
just  physical nourishment. Are you drinking from the wrong well? Are you in some way trying to 
satisfy your spiritual needs through sex, drugs, food, or alcohol? Are you stuck feeding your 
flesh (never finding satisfaction) when it is your spirit that is starving to death? 
 

Living the wrong life - or living a double life will always leave you unsatisfied. Later in John 
(John 8:31-32), Jesus will tell us that the truth will set you free. The woman at the well was in 
desperate need of truth because she was caught in a lie. Our ultimate response to God has to 
be one of authenticity. If I am  always trying to be someone I am not, I’ll never experience God’s 
embrace of who I am. Jesus shows us the power of acceptance and inclusion. In this short 
story we see Jesus meeting this woman where she was and in a few moments, loving her to a 
whole different place where she felt accepted (not exposed) by the light of Christ’s insights. 
This is the beautiful thing: when we feel pressure to face our issues we fear rejection but what 
Jesus offers us and wants us to offer each other is not rejection but acceptance. Who could you 
begin to press into for authentic accountability and honest confession? Both were experienced 
by the woman at the well, and both are what Jesus offers us. 
 

The way Jesus seems to have dislodged this Samaritan sister and got her moving was to help 
her to "Get Real, Get Clear, and Get Going.” She had to get real about the more important is-
sues in her life, she had to get clear as to who God is and get going to be a part of His plan. 
 

Take some time this week to write out how you need to get real, get clear, and get going. When 
we do, we move out of our rut and into the riches of His grace. 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 

February 13/14, 2016 



 

 Jacob’s well will leave you 
thirsty  

 

Verse 13 “Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who 
drinks this water will be thirsty again…’ ”  
 

 Jesus’ well will never leave 
you, ever 

 

Verses 14 “…but whoever drinks the water I 
give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I 
give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.”     
 

3. We get stuck living the wrong 
life. (The wrong life is a double 
life) 

 

Verses 16-18 “He told her, ‘Go, call your hus-
band and come back.’  ‘I have no husband,’ she 
replied. Jesus said to her, ‘You are right when 
you say you have no husband. The fact is, you 
have had five husbands, and the man you now 
have is not your husband. What you have just 
said is quite true.’ ”    
 

 Have you ever said some-
thing that was technically 
true but authentically false? 

 

 The more inauthentic you 
are, the more insatiable 
you’ll become 

 

II. How to get going (unstuck)  
 

1. Get real  
 

Verses 18-20 “The fact is, you have had five 
husbands, and the man you now have is not 
your husband. What you have just said is quite 
true. ‘Sir,’ the woman said, ‘I can see that you 
are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place 
where we must worship is in Jerusalem.’ ” 

 

 You can’t go where Christ 
wants you to be if you can’t 
admit where you are.  

 

2. Get clear 
 

Verses 21-22 “Jesus declared, ‘Believe me, 
woman, a time is coming when you will wor-
ship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you 
do not know; we worship what we do know, for 
salvation is from the Jews.’ ”    
 

  It’s not about the place  
 

  It’s not about your race 

 
Verses 23 “… the time is coming - it has, in 
fact, come - when what you're called will not 
matter and where you go to worship will not 
matter. It's who you are and the way you live 
that count before God. Your worship must en-
gage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That's 
the kind of people the Father is out looking for: 
those who are simply and honestly themselves 
before him in their worship.” (The Message—
MSG)   
  

 It’s about His grace 
 

3. Get going  
 

Verses 25-26 & 28-29 “The woman said, ‘I 
know that Messiah (called Christ) is coming. 
When he comes, he will explain everything to 
us.’ Then Jesus declared, ‘I who speak to you 
am he.’… Then, leaving her water jar, the 
woman went back to the town and said to the 
people, ‘Come, see a man who told me every-
thing I ever did. Could this be the Christ?’ ”    
 

 It takes grace to  face your 
issues and move forward 

 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
2/13/16-2/14/16 
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