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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

John 6:16-21 

 

Out of a Storm 
 

I. We Are All in the Same Boat 
 

1. Darkness is inevitable 
 

Verses 16-17 “When evening came, his dis-
ciples went down to the lake, where they 
got into a boat and set off across the lake 
for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and 
Jesus had not yet joined them.”    
 

John 12:35 “Whoever walks in the dark 
does not know where they are going.”  
 

 It is easy to lose our way 
 

Summary for February 

Needed for Month $124,000 

Income Received  $113,276 

Shortfall $  10,724 

Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,270 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,730  
You can now give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 

YOUR ASSIGNMENT 
 

TODAY’S MESSAGE: 
Following Jesus is no guarantee that we will not encounter storms - harbingers with 
the power to blow us off course or to slow us down. By all means, we will. That is 
what John wants us to know in John 6. Storms are inevitable; darkness is inevitable, 
and frankly, our struggle to make progress in our own strength is also inevitable.  
 

The theme of “Darkness” is prominent in John’s gospel. Without the light of God’s 
presence, we are destined to fight darkness, symbolizing this world. In John 1, he 
opens the Gospel with the statement that “In him (Jesus) was life and that life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the darkness but the darkness has not understood it.” 
Without learning to walk in the light, we will be pulled into the dark. The growing    
believer becomes increasingly more aware of the subtle ways he can be drawn into 
dark thoughts, deeds and relationships. Until we learn to face this ever present reali-
ty, we will be surprised by life’s storms. Jesus reaffirms this truth in John 16:33 when 
he says, “In this world you will have trouble…” It’s not “if” it’s “when.” 
 

Storms are inevitable; but what we often fail to see is that we can produce our own 
micro-weather system. When we learn to proactively recognize our self-reliance, we 
can take a powerful step toward a life lived in the light and out of our own storm.   
Jesus wants to do with us what He did with his first disciples - wean us off the notion 
that we can do it all on our own. Self-reliance is not God-reliance.  
 

The purpose for the storm you are currently in might be exactly that. God wants you 
to become more dependent on Him. Proverbs 3:5-6 says “Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 
Him and He will direct your path.” It is amazing to me how these first followers discov-
er how quickly Jesus can direct them (get them to the shore) when they allow Him 
into their boat. 
 

Take a few minutes this week to review your notes and answer the following ques-
tions about how to get Jesus into your boat. 
 

1. Look to Jesus in the midst of your storm  

 How does “looking to Jesus” manifest itself in Matthew 14? How has John 

made this point before? See John 3:14-15; Numbers 21:8-9 and Hebrews 
12:2-3. 

 What are some ways we can keep our eyes on Jesus? What has worked for 

you? 
 

2. Recognize His voice in the midst of your fear 

 What do you think the voice of Jesus (God) sounds like? Can we expect to 

have or develop spiritual voice recognition? If so, how? 

 How do the following passages reflect this idea? John 10:3 & 27. 
 

3. Invite Him into your boat in the midst of your journey 

 Is there any difference between this portion of John’s telling of the story and 

the other Gospel accounts? (Mark 6 and Matthew 14) If so, what and why? 

 How are you inviting Jesus into your boat? 
 

In His love,  
Pastor Jeff 

March 5/6, 2016 



 

2. Storms are inevitable 
 

Verse 18 “A strong wind was blowing and 
the waters grew rough.”  
 

 It is easy to get blown off 
course 

 

3. Our struggle to make progress 
in our own strength is inevitable 

 

Verse 19 “When they had rowed three or 
three and a half miles, they saw Jesus ap-
proaching the boat, walking on the water; 
and they were terrified.”   
 

 It is easy to become self-
reliant 

 

II. Two Principles to Remember 
 

1. When the storms of life are out 
of control, He is still in control 

 

Verse 19 “… walking on water…”   
 

2. His presence moves us forward 
to where He wants us to be 

 

Verse 21 “Then they were willing to take 
him into the boat, and immediately the boat 
reached the shore where they were head-
ing.”   
 
 

 

III. Three Things to Do to Get Je-
sus into Your Boat 

 

1. Look to Jesus in the midst of 
your storm 

 

Verse 19 “When they had rowed three or 
three and a half miles, they saw Jesus ap-
proaching the boat, walking on the water; 
and they were terrified.”  
 
 

2. Recognize His voice in the 
midst of your fear  

 

Verse 20 “But he said to them, ‘It is I; don't 
be afraid.’ ”    
 

John 10:3 & 27 “… the sheep listen to his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out…. My sheep listen to 
my voice; I know them, and they follow 
me.” 
 

3. Invite Him into your boat in the 
midst of your journey 

 

Verse 21 “Then they were willing to take 
him into the boat, and immediately the 
boat reached the shore where they were 
heading.”    

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
3/05/16-3/06/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: Boat, Darkness, lose, 
way, Storms, blown, course, progress, 
self-reliant, Remember, out, control, in, 
forward, Jesus, Look, storm, Recognize, 
fear, Invite, journey 


