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Hope Mountain 
Our Missionary Journey 

- - Steve & Ellisa Rough 

Our Journey Begins! 

On November 2, 2017 we began our big transition.  

We moved from Merced, California to Cebu, 

Philippines.  In reality, our transition began 

months earlier.  We both retired from our careers 

of many years, sold most of our belongings, and 

rented our home to a family we trust.  The work 

God did in our lives before the day of our flight to 

Cebu was challenging and exciting. 

Before becoming missionaries, we both had 

successful careers.  Steve worked for Merced 

County as a Civil Engineer for 32 years.  Ellisa 

finished her career as the Director of Care 

Ministries for Yosemite Church.  The blessings we 

received from God over the years has allowed us 

to become self-supporting missionaries.  We do not 

receive any funding from the Hope Mountain 

Foundation.  

Before we left California, one of the most 

frequently asked questions was, “What are you 

planning to accomplish during your first few 

months?”  My answer was short and simple.  “We 

plan to get settled.”  I think a lot of people were 

disappointed in my answer because they were 

expecting a detailed outline of what we planned to 

achieve.  Our path to becoming missionaries was 

confirmed by God in many ways before we left 

California.  However, God has only been revealing 

our path one step at a time.  Because of our career 

backgrounds, we intellectually know how to plan 

and carry out large projects; but, in this case, God 

has clearly told both of us not to get ahead of his 

leading – not our way, but His way! 

One of my favorite Bible verses is Colossians 3:17 

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do 

it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.”   We pray 

that we allow God to direct our paths on a daily 

basis as we travel on this missionary journey.   

Getting Settled 

We had some fun with our Facebook friends while 

we were looking for a place to live in Cebu.  We 

held our own unofficial episode of “House Hunters 

International”.  We posted our “want list” for the 

features we hoped to find.  As we toured homes, 

we posted photos of each home and our opinions 

about each potential choice.  We kept everyone in 

suspense for several days until we could post a 

photo of us holding the keys in front of our final 

choice.   

As I write this, we are still about a week away 

from moving into the townhome.  We have been 

busy purchasing appliances, dishes, curtains, pots 

& pans, cleaning supplies, and everything else 

needed for a new household – just like when we 

were newlyweds over 36 years ago. 

Our hosts, Pastor Arnold and his wife Ruth, have 

been gracious and patient while we stay at their 

home.  We are thankful for their hospitality. 
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Our Missionary Journey 

New Friends 

We have met a lot of people and have made many 

new friends over the last few weeks.  Some of our 

new friends will be involved in planning the Hope 

Mountain Aftercare Center; I am sure you will be 

reading more about them in future installments of 

this newsletter.  Yet, most of our new friends are 

people we may only encounter once including the 

young lady that sold Ellisa her new phone, the 

realtor that represented the owner of the 

townhome, the contractor that will be installing 

the air-conditioner, and many more. 

Every person we encounter is our chance to 

represent Christ in their lives.  1 Peter 3:15 “But 

in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 

you to give the reason for the Hope that you have.  

But do this with gentleness and respect.”  As we go 

about our daily lives, it is our goal to treat 

everyone with gentleness and respect.  We pray 

that each person may see Christ in us so that they 

are drawn to a relationship with our Savior. 

Prayer Requests 

We sincerely request your prayer support.  Please 

keep the following in your prayers: 

• Wisdom as we continue to set up our 

household in Cebu.   

• Retirement Visa approval process (expected to 

be complete by February 1st) 

• Funding for the development of the first phase 

of the Hope Mountain Aftercare Center. 

• The application process with the Department 

of Social Welfare an Development (DSWD) for 

certification of an aftercare center. 

• Wisdom as we interview and hire a social 

worker for the Hope Mountain Aftercare 

Center. 

• The development of new relationships. 

• The translation and publication efforts for the 

Cebuano translation of the Celebrate Recovery 

Step Study books. 

Donate 

Donations are needed for construction of the Hope 

Mountain Aftercare Center.  Remember, all 

donations go directly towards the development of 

the Hope Mountain Aftercare Center.   We are 

self-supported, so none of the funds go to pay any 

of our expenses.  

The Hope Mountain Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization; your donations are tax 

deductible.  You may donate through the Hope 

Mountain Foundation Facebook Page or the Hope 

Mountain website.  Alternatively, you may send a 

check to: 

Hope Mountain Foundation 

410 E. Yosemite Avenue, Suite A 

Merced, CA 95340 

Contact Us 

We are still learning the best way to communicate 

with people that are following us on our journey.  

We are always happy to respond to any individual 

questions or comments.  You may contact us or 

follow us in any of the following ways: 

• E-mail 

Steve:  srough@hope-mountain.org 

Ellisa:  erough@hope-mountain.org  

• Facebook (plus Facebook Messenger) 

Steve:  steve.rough.3 

Ellisa:  ellisa.rough  

Hope Mountain:  Hope Mountain Foundation 

• Cell Phone (Philippines Only) 

Steve: 09397445308 

Ellisa: 09298474439 

• Blog 

eroughdrafts.wordpress.com 

• YouTube Channel 

Hope Mountain 

• Old-Fashioned Mail 

Steve & Ellisa Rough 

Block 6 Lot 1 Woodway Townhomes 

Pooc, Talisay City 

6045 Cebu Philippines 
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