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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Myth Busters 

Today’s Myth or stronghold  

Good People Go To Heaven  
 This myth causes spiritual apathy and a  

disconnect from knowing Jesus and making  
Him known 

 

I. Deception detection: Why we 
are vulnerable to this myth or 
stronghold? 

 
1. Because our culture (world) loves 

this myth 
 
Colossians 2:8 “See to it that no one takes you cap-
tive through hollow and deceptive philosophy,which 
depends on human tradition and the basic principles 
of this world rather than on Christ.” 
 

2. Because it seems innocent and all 
inclusive 

 
Proverbs 14:12 “There is a way that seems right to 
a man but in the end it leads to death.” 

When we believe that Jesus is who He claimed to be, we will take what He said more seriously. The 
world we live in has a very difficult time with Jesus and His claims to be God. Jesus’ claims interfere 
with an “all roads lead to God” way of thinking. 
  

Andy Stanley inspired me to add today’s myth to the roster of our messages in this series. He has 
written a terrific little book entitled, How Good Is Good Enough? Good enough for what? Good 
enough to go to heaven. 
 

Today’s Myth: “Good People Go To Heaven”  
Causes us to be spiritually apathetic and disconnected from knowing Jesus and making Him known 
 

Statistics tell us that most Americans believe in heaven. In fact, most world religions believe in some 
kind of afterlife. But here’s the thing - there’s no clarity about what it takes to get there. People and 
the religions of the worlds don’t agree.  
 

Today’s title captures what a large percentage of people believe - that good people go to heaven. But 
herein is even more confusion because there’s no objective definition of what “good” is. In some parts 
of the world, good is being willing to kill infidels and blow up people who don’t agree with you. In other 
parts of the world, you cannot kill and eat an animal and remain good. And yet in other countries, 
good is being able to kill and provide food for others. Some people simply like to say all that matters 
is sincerity. Unfortunately, that just complicates the whole question of goodness because I assure you 
that all of the above mentioned people believe they are being sincere. 
 

I hope you are able to see the conundrum within the “Good People Go To Heaven” philosophy. If we 
cannot know what is truly good, how will anyone ever know when they are “good enough”? What is 
the tipping point? If we have to do good deeds in order to  merit heaven, how many good things are 
necessary to get in? If we accept all religions and they cannot agree, then someone is inevitably 
wrong. 
 

What the Bible gives us cannot be found outside of the Scriptures - a definition of a standard. The 
good news is that God gives us a standard, the bad news is that none of us can live up to God’s 
standard.  
 

Here’s an interesting thing about God’s standard, the Law. It wasn’t given so that people would know 
how to get to heaven. That wasn’t its purpose. In the Old Testament, the Law was given as a stand-
ard for the social structure of the community. The New Testament further defines that the Law was 
intended  to show us how much we fall short of God’s standard, and therefore, how much we need 
God. It is also interesting to me that when people think they are “good enough,” they generally feel 
like they don’t have much need for God. 
 

I truly love the Biblical account of the two criminals who were crucified on both sides of Christ. You 
think about the conversation that Jesus had with this fellow and it becomes blatantly clear that some-
one who was not good could look to Jesus (the ultimate good one -the “Savior”) and receive entrance 
into heaven. Luke 23:43 Jesus tells him: “Today you will be with me in paradise.” How much time did 
he have to get good? NONE! He was totally dependent on God’s mercy. Do you know what? So are 
we. 
 

Look over the following questions and passages and share your observations with a friend, mentor or 
small group: 

 Eph. 2:8-10. What does this passage tell us about being “good enough” and the idea of doing 

good things? 

 Do you know anyone who might be held captive by this myth? 

 What is the effect on someone who doesn’t know if they are “good enough” to merit heaven? 

 What does John 1:12-13 and 1 John 5:11-13 tell us about being  confident that we are going to 

heaven, and what difference might that make in how we live? 

 If you can dispel this myth completely, how might it affect your passion to know Jesus and make 

Him know to others?  
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 
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What makes this myth seem so attractive: 

 It seems to be fair 
 It seems to be what the Bible 

teaches 
 It seems to be good for me,     

because I’m pretty good 
 It seems to be a good motivation 

for being a better person 
 

II. Deception Confession: To agree with 
God 
 
John 14:6 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way the truth 
and the life, no one comes to the father except 
through me.” 
 
John 11:25 “Jesus said ..., "I am the resurrection and 
the life. He who believes in Me will live, even though 
he dies.” 
 
Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved." 
 
Romans 10:9-10 “If you confess with your mouth, 
that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
 

III. Deception Correction: Tell yourself 
the truth 
 

1. Has no clear standard 
 

 This myth gives no clear     
standard. 

 God’s Truth does gives a clear 
standard. 

 
Romans 3:10-12 “As the Scriptures say, ‘No one is 
good—no one in all the world is innocent.’...his laws 
(standard) serve only to make us see that we are 
sinners...all have sinned; all fall short of God’s glori-
ous idea!” 
 

2. Has no clarity about what’s 
“good enough” to get in 

 
Romans 3:21-22 “But now God has shown us a 
different way to heaven—not by “being good 
enough” and trying to keep his laws, but by a new 
way ...Now God says he will accept and acquit us—
declare us “not guilty”—if we trust Jesus Christ to 
take away our sins.” (LB) 
  

 This myth promote uncertainty 
and insecurity 

 God’s truth promote certainty 
and security. 

 
John 1:12 “Yet to all who did receive him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to be-
come children of God—”  
1 John 5:13 “I write these things to you who believe 
in the name of the Son of God, that you may know 
that you have eternal life.” 
 

3. Has no clarity about who Jesus 
even was 

 
Luke 23:32 “Two other men, both criminals, were 
also led out with him to be executed. When they 
came to the place called the Skull, they crucified 
him there, along with the criminals—one on his 
right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, for-
give them, for they do not know what they are do-
ing.”  

 This myth diminishes who     
Jesus said he was and what he 
did. 

 
 God Truth clarifies who Jesus 

really is and why we need a  
savior. 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
9/24/16-9/25/16 
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