
Assignment: Today’s myth is as old as literature itself. In the book of Job (believed by some scholars 
to be as old, or older, than the book of Genesis), we learn of one who has what might be described as 
“everything a man could want” - a blessed life filled with riches. Satan approaches and wagers with 
God that Job would desert God and not be such an outstanding citizen, if God were to stop blessing 
him. God agrees to let Satan test Job’s faithfulness. As a reader moves through Job’s cascading 
losses, they see a collection of friends emerge that have a “life should be fair” perspective. They con-
clude that surely Job must have done something terribly wrong for God to dish out such tribulation.  
 

Job’s friends are like many of us when it comes to life’s challenges and sufferings.  We look for sim-
plified answers to very hard realities and play the “life should be fair” card. Locked into an idealist 
paradigm, we attempt to point out how we should be relieved of some injustice, had someone just 
done their job. The “life should be fair” philosophy is basically a self-righteous evaluation that, if we 
were God, things would be different.  
 

When we get distracted by this myth (myth detection), we are likely to find ourselves in an inevitable 
posture of ingratitude. When we’re in the throes of complaint about unfairness, it is, without a doubt, 
going to erode our ability to be grateful. This will result in several maladies: bitterness over “unfair” 
things that have happened to us; cynicism toward those in authority because someone else received 
what we surmised should have been given to us; and resentment that we are victimized in such a 
helpless position. 
 

Two other factors tend to propel us into this toxic place where “life should be fair” steals our joy - 
comparison and entitlement. The more we compare ourselves to others (from a standpoint of fair-
ness), the greater our agitation will become. Life isn't to  fair, and we find ourselves  treading water in 
a sea of  discrepancies. How is it fair that some people are born beautiful while others not, some 
talented beyond belief while others seem devoid of productive ability, and some  born healthy while 
others suffer from genetically predisposed diseases. It’s not fair that attractive people are more likely 
to be employed. People who “know someone” are given opportunities for career advancement, sport-
ing events, and recreational activities while others are overlooked. Nepotism seems like a great injus-
tice, unless we’re the beneficiaries.  
 

Isn’t it interesting that no one complains about being in the upside of the “it isn’t fair” scale? When we 
get the break that someone else missed, when our vigor stays strong despite destructive habits, 
when we receive the promotion that someone else may have deserved more. In these cases, we’d be 
the last to dispute the inequity. If comparison is one of your unhealthy habits, this infectious myth will 
eventually bite you with jagged teeth. 
 

Our culture seems to stimulate the mythical idea of “entitlement.”  Millions have been duped into 
thinking that the world owes them some extra privilege or benefit. When robbed of getting what they 
“deserve,” they are quick to call foul and insist that something isn’t fair. “I didn’t get noticed, recog-
nized, appreciated, commended, rewarded, promoted, advanced, and that just isn’t fair!” 
 

We learn from the life of Job and Jesus himself that this is a broken and fallen world, filled with inequi-
ties (John 16:33). But what is even clearer is that in the perfect system of justice, we all fall short 
(Rom. 3:23 & 6:23). If we received what was fair, we would all experience the wrath of a just, perfect, 
and holy God.  
 

But here is where our conundrum finds a unfathomable loophole. Instead of getting what is fair - 
judgement and condemnation - God himself decides to pay for the shortfall. One man and one man 
alone, Jesus, pays for every single sin in the world’s history, ours included. Wait a second... that 
doesn’t sound fair.  
 

You are correct. That isn’t fair,  It’s grace. In this broken world, God is at work to show and bestow 
His grace upon us - giving us what isn’t fair - His mercy, kindness and compassion, over and over 
again and without fail. It isn’t fair, but it is amazing. It is Amazing Grace.  
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 

Summary for October 

Needed for Month $125,000 

Income Received  $70,403 

Remaining Need   $54,597 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,888 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,112  
You can now give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 
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Pastor Jeff Leis 

Myth Busters 

Today’s Myth or Stronghold  

Life Should Be Fair! 
Matthew 20:1-6 

  
 

I. Deception (Myth) Detection: How to rec-
ognize this myth (stronghold): 

 
Three unhealthy habits/practices, and the 
self talk that fuels this myth  
 

1. Ingratitude: “Look at what’s missing” 
 

Verse 11 & 13 “...they began to grumble...But he 
answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair 
to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius?’” 
 
Romans 1:21 “For although they knew God, they 
neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
but their thinking became futile and their foolish 
hearts were darkened.” 
 

2. Comparison: “Why’d they get that when I 

got this?” 
 
Verse 12 “‘These men who were hired last worked 
only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the work 
and the heat of the day.’” 



3. Entitlement: “I deserve better” 
 
Verse 10 “So when those came who were hired first, 
they expected to receive more. But each one of them 
also received a denarius.” 
 
Verse 12 “...(we) slaved all day under a scorching 
sun.” (The Message—MSG) 
 

II. Deception (Myth) Confession (agree with 
God): 

 

The antidote for this myth is God’s grace. 
Grace =Getting what you don’t deserve 
2 Corinthians 9:9 “And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that in all things at all times, hav-
ing all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work.” 
 

III. Deception Correction: Three Ways To 
Tell Yourself The Truth: 

 

1. Cultivate an attitude of gratitude 
 
John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Be joyful always; pray con-
tinually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 

 Gratitude is the mental practice of fo-
cusing on what you have, instead of 
what you lack (Phil. 4:4-8)  

  
 Gratitude is how believers exercise 

faith, which believes God is at work in 
all things to show His goodness 
(Rom. 5:3-4) 

2. Eliminate your compulsion to     
compare 

 
Verse 14 “Take your pay and go. I want to give the 
man who was hired last the same as I gave you.” 
 
See John 21:19-22  
 
2 Corinthians 10:12 “...When they measure them-
selves by themselves and compare themselves 
with themselves, they are not wise.” 
 
Galatians 6:4-5 “Make a careful exploration of who 
you are and the work you have been given, and 
then sink yourself into that. ...Don’t compare your-
self with others. Each of you must take responsibil-
ity for doing the creative best you can with your 
own life.” (MSG) 
 

3. Contemplate the power of God’s 
promises 

 
Verse 13 “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I 
am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work 
for a denarius?’” 
 
Romans 8:28 “And we know what in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose.” 
 
1 Corinthians 2:9 “...No eye has seen, no ear has 
heard, no mind has conceived what God has pre-
pared for those who love him.” 
 

 Life is hard, but God is good 
 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
10/15/16-10/16/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: self talk, Ingratitude, Com-
parison, Entitlement, gratitude, compare, promis-
es, hard, good 


