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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

Into Our Mission 
(Assignment) 

John 17:6-26 
 

Verse 18 “As you sent me into the world, I 
have sent them into the world.” 

 

Jesus wants us: 
 

I. To glorify God on our mission  
 

Verse 10 “… glory has come to me through 
them.”  

 
1. God’s part 

 

 The Father draws us  

FROM LAST WEEK: Following up on last week's message, I want to clarify a couple of points about praying in 
Jesus’ name. Let’s be clear about what it is not, and what it is. It’s not a magic word or phrase that  gives us what 
we want. We cannot use His name to evoke God to give us our wants, if those wants are not in line with God’s 
character (James 4:3). 
 
And, secondly,  it’s not a tagline that we use to close our prayers, ie. “In Jesus’ name, Amen.” The disciples were 

never recorded using “In Jesus’ name” as a sign off. That being said, the disciples did use the phrase when  “asking 
for what God wants. It’s aligning our prayers to His character and authority. That is the greater purpose of prayer - 
turning our wants into His wants, so we begin to ask for the things that bring His kingdom to earth. “Your kingdom 
come you will be done” (Matt. 6:10). Praying in Jesus’ name (using those words, that phrase) is a perfectly legiti-
mate practice, especially when we are praying for healing and praying against evil. Praying in His name is a way of 
using, or expressing, God’s authority. God is not the only one listening when we pray. Demons and sometimes other 
people who need to know who our God/deity is. Demons, Scripture says, tremble at His name (James 2:19). There-
fore when we are engaged in spiritual battle, it’s valid and wise to proclaim the authority of His name (Acts 
3:6;16:18; 4:17-18; 5:40 and Phil. 2:10). 
 
FOR THIS WEEK: We learn in many ways: when I listen- I record, when I watch- I research, when I dialogue- I 
reason, when I memorize- I remember, and when I participate- I realize. Jesus’ prayer in John 17 tells us that we 
are called to participate in His Mission. Every form of learning is good, but participation is the catalyst to getting it 
right. 
 
Your notes and today’s message look at five things Jesus wants us to realize about being on Mission with Him: 
1. He wants us to glorify God. If glorifying God is reflecting His character, I must be seeking to understand His 

character more, who Jesus/God is. Verses 6-10 tell us how the first disciples brought glory to Christ. They are 
an example for us. They Accepted, Believed and Obeyed the words of Christ. How are you interacting with the 
words of Christ / the truth of Scripture? 

 
2.  He wants us to be protected on our mission. In verses 11-15, Jesus expresses His desire for our  protection. 

Notice what protects us: "the power of His name...” His character and nature is to protect. Look back at John 
10:27-30. We can be perfectly safe and yet be scared to death. The way we build our confidence is to build 
our awareness of His presence and the resources available through His presence. Look at Eph 6:10-18. How 
do these resources create protection? 

 
3. He wants us to be sanctified for our mission. The word “sanctify” means to “set apart” for God to use us on the 

mission we have been given. When you set aside time to memorize, read, reflect, to study, or to serve, you 
participate in the sanctification process. What can you commit yourself to in order to be “set apart” for God this 
week? 

 
4.  He wants us to be unified on our mission. Unity is interesting; it’s not being uniform  - everyone just alike. But it 

knows how to set aside our differences so we can capitalize on our similarities. Unity without diversity = stag-
nation, diversity without unity = chaos, but unity in diversity = fruitfulness. From Paul’s perspective what does 
Eph 4:1-3 tell us about this desire of Christ? How do you make unity a priority? 

 
5.  He wants us to be transformed by the mission. Notice how these final words of Christ reflect the command to 

love one another. Truly, if we are being attentive to Christ’s new command, the life of Christ will be formed in 
us. Look up 2 Cor 3:18. How are you doing at reflecting Jesus and bringing glory to God? 

 
The first portion of our strategy for spiritual growth/development is to “Connect” authentically with God. Today’s 
challenge for us to be on mission, to be fulfilling God’s call in our lives is what illustrates our wholehearted connec-
tion with God. Therefore, take some time to reflect on all  three of the aspects of our strategy. 1. Connect to God 
more authentically. Learning to practice (daily) prayer and Bible engagement are critical to knowing God deeply. As 
summer ends and the Fall season approaches, it’s the perfect time to get support for your vertical connection. 2. 
Grow in community by joining a small group. Our weekend services are wonderful  for collective worship, celebra-
tion and learning, but  not a substitute for what takes place at a small, more intimate level. We would love to help 
you grow with others either in a small group or on a ministry team but you are the only one who can pull that trig-
ger.  Let us know on your iCard if you are ready to join a group. 3.  Serve  as an expression of your commitment to 
Christ. We have dozens of great ministries to serve on at YC, all of which provide a place to belong and become 
more like Christ. Let us help you discover your gift and your special place to serve the mission. 
 
Go on line, or use your YC app, and sign up for one or all of our Experience classes and come grow with us this Fall 
season. Classes will be offered in both Merced and Atwater. 
In His love, 
Pastor Jeff.  

Summary for August 

Needed for Month $120,000 

Income Received  $34,038 

Remaining Need   $85,962 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,868 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,112  
You can now give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 
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Verse 6 “I have revealed you to those whom 
you gave me out of the world.” 
See John 6:44  
 

 The Son shows us 
 

Verse 6 “I have revealed… ” 

2. Our part    
 

 is to accept   

 is to believe   

 is to obey 
 

II. To be protected on our mission 
 

Verses 11-12a “… Holy Father, protect 
them by the power of your name—the name 
you gave me—so that they may be one as 
we are one. While I was with them, I pro-
tected them and kept them safe by that 
name you gave me.”  
 

1. From what?   

 Satan and his influence 
in the world 

 

Verses 15-16 “My prayer is not that you 
take them out of the world but that you pro-
tect them from the evil one. They are not of 
the world, even as I am not of it.” 
 

2. By what?   

 “The power of His name” 
 

Verse 11b “Holy Father, protect them by the 
power of your name…” 
 

3. For what?   

 Impact on the world 

Verse 21b “… so that the world may be-
lieve that you have sent me.” 
 

III. To be sanctified for our mission 
 

Verse 17 “Sanctify them by the truth; your 
word is truth” 
 
“Sanctified” means “to set apart” for 
God’s use 
 

IV. To be unified on our mission  

Verses 20-21 “… I pray also for those 
who will believe in me through their 
message, that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am 
in you. May they also be in us so that 
the world may believe that you have 
sent me....may they be brought to com-
plete unity to let the world know that 
sent me and have loved them even as 
you have loved me.” 

 

V. To be transformed by the mission 
 

Verses 25-26 “Righteous Father, the world 
has never known you, but I have known 
you, and these disciples know that you 
sent me on this mission. I have made your 
very being known to them - who you are 
and what you do - and continue to make it 
known, so that your love for me might be in 
them exactly as I am in them.”  (The 
Message— MSG)  

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
8/13/16-8/14/16 
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