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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

Into Prayer 
John 17:1-5 

 
I. Intro Questions 
  

1st Question: What makes prayer 
effective? 

  
James 4:3 “When you ask, you do not receive,  
because you ask with wrong motives, that you may 
spend what you get on your pleasures.” 
  
James 5:16b “The prayer of a righteous man is  
powerful and effective.” 
  

 Based on John 13-17,        
Jesus tells us that the singular 
most important ingredient in 
prayer is to “ask in His Name” 

 
John 14:13 “And I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Son may bring glory to the  
Father.” 

When you listen to someone pray, you hear their heart. I mean genuine prayer, (not a highfalutin, 
ultra-sanctimonious prayer that is trying to impress human listeners) one that is authentic, transparent 
and honest to God. John 17 is that kind of prayer; it allows us to hear God the Son talking to God the 
Father: God talking to God. Through Jesus we get to hear what God wants. 
  
Over the last two months, we have studied  John 14-16. In each of these chapters, Jesus tells His 
followers that they can pray “in His name,” and by doing so, will receive what they ask. Praying in His 
name is not asking for what we want, but for what He wants. “Name” when used in Scripture is not 
just a verbal attempt to get someone’s attention, but rather a description for the character and nature 
of the one being addressed. 
  
Over the next two weeks, I will point out what Jesus wants, so you can grow in your ability and dis-
cernment to pray for what God wants. Adoniram Judson Gordon said: "You can do more than pray 
after you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed." I struggled to agree 
with that upon first reading, but the more I contemplated prayer’s Biblical perspective  and our rela-
tionship with God, the more it made sense. He’s not saying to literally do nothing, but that you can do 
nothing that has God’s intended impact. It is commensurate with what Jesus said in John 15:5: “I am 
the vine and you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him he will bear much fruit, apart 
from me you can do nothing.”  Remaining in Jesus means being in a state of prayer. Prayer is 
the way we link our hearts to His. It is the divine instrument for molding us into His image, and bear-
ing His fruit. 
  
This amazing chapter cannot be adequately taught in two weeks, but I will try to highlight some of it’s 
greatest lessons for experiencing a more Christ-like prayer life. 
  
First, it isn’t selfish to pray for yourself. Jesus starts out His prayer praying for Himself. John 
does not record the prayer that Christ prayed in the Garden, but the other Gospels give us those 
indelible words of Jesus: “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours 
be done” (Luke 22:42). Both Christ’s garden prayer and the John 17 prayer show us that it is appro-
priate and critical that we pray for ourselves. We can enter into prayer through one of two doors - 
selfish or unselfish. The selfish door is consumed with our perspective and compulsion to get what we 
want.  Entering through the unselfish door finds us seeking His perspective and wrestling to relinquish 
our control and personal obsessions. 
  
Secondly, Christ-like prayer is always seeking to bring glory to God. There are more than 40 
references to the glory of God in John’s gospel, and most of them refer to Christ. To “glorify” God is to 
bring Him to light, to reflect who He is. If we see God’s glory, we witness an increased clarity of who 
He is. Bottom line for us - we will have a more powerful prayer life (deeper intimacy and more an-
swered prayers) when our prayers reflect a desire to manifest God with greater clarity. When people 
see God in you, you are glorifying God. 
  
Take a few minutes and journal about how you  can accept God’s assignment for you. How can you 
serve and complete that assignment? How do these passages relate to God giving us assignments 
(Acts 20:24, Eph 2:10, & 2 Tim 4:7-8)? Are you ready to connect to the assignment God has for you? 
 
I want to invite you to join me for a collective assignment. In this season, let’s reach out to our neigh-
bors, family and friends and invite them to our Fall series, “Myth Busters.” This new series will coin-
cide with our Atwater launch on September 11. When we believe things that are not true - myths - 
they will leave us distracted, deceived and certainly disappointed. This series will empower us to be 
focused, more skilled and free from the deception in our world. If we each reach just one person this 
Fall, just think how God could be glorified through our collective commitment. 
  
In His Love, 
Pastor Jeff  
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John 15:16 “You did not choose me, but I chose you 
and appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will 
last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask 
in my name.”  
  
John 16:24 “Until now you have not asked for any-
thing in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your 
joy will be complete.” 
  

 Asking in Jesus’ Name is 
asking for what God wants 
 

2nd Question: Why is prayer so  
important? 
 

 Prayer is the way we link our 
heart with His. It is a divine 
method for molding us into His 
image. 

 

Ephesians 6:18 “And pray in the Spirit on all  
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on pray-
ing for all the saints.” 
  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Be joyful always; pray  
continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for 
this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 

 Prayer is the process by 
which we purify what we want 
so that it begins to appropriately 
match what He wants. 

 
II. What did Jesus want in John 17?   

1. He wanted to pray for God’s Son, 
Himself. 

  
Verse 1 “After Jesus said this, he looked toward 
heaven and prayed: ‘Father, the time has come. Glo-
rify your Son, that your Son may glorify  you.’ ” 
 

Luke 22:41-42 “He withdrew about a stone's throw 
beyond them, knelt down and prayed, ‘Father, if you 
are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but 
yours be done.’ ” 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
8/6/16-8/7/16 

 Ask God to purify your    
motives so you’ll want what He 
wants 

 
2. He wanted to pray for God’s  

glory 
Verse 4 “I have brought you glory on earth by com-
pleting the work you gave me to do.” 
  

Question: How did Jesus, as our 
example, glorify God? 
 

Answer: By accepting God’s  
assignment 

  
Verse 5 “And now, Father, glorify me in your pres-
ence with the glory I had with you before the world 
began.” 
  
See Philippians 2:5-11 
  

By serving God’s assignment 
 

See John 12:23-28 
 

1 Peter 4:10 “Each one should use whatever gift he 
has received to serve others, faithfully  
administering God's grace in its various forms.” 
  

By completing God’s assignment 
  
Verse 4 “I have brought you glory on earth by  
completing the work you gave me to do.” 
 

Ask God to clarify your assignment so 
you’ll do what He wants you to do  
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