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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

Into a Maturing Love 
 

Part 2 - Discovering an Intimate 
Connection with Christ 

John 15:1-4 
 

I. Starts with an intimate           
encounter 

 

Verses 1-3 “I am the true vine, and my Father is 
the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful. You are already clean because of the 
word I have spoken to you.” 
  

 Key word: “Kathairo,” in Greek 
means to prune, cleanse or purify 

 
 1st Question: Who is not 

connected? 

 

Following Jesus into greater intimacy is a natural by product for believers who are atten-
tive to the strength of their connection to Him. Today we will examine (John 15) and how 
our connection to Christ begins. We’ll also see how spiritual growth and development are 
reflected at the center of Christ’s teaching to His disciples the night before His death. 
There are many people who struggle to walk in intimacy with Christ because they doubt 
the authenticity of their own commitment. Neither Jesus nor the Scriptures are ambiguous 
as to what is necessary, to know that we are united with Christ. We’ll look at three steps 
today that can take you to a deeper level of confidence in your relationship with Christ. It 
starts with 1) an intimate encounter, leads to 2) an honest confession and produces 
3) a confident connection. 
  
1. Intimate encounters take place all the time. The degree of the intimacy may be 

different, but each one has the power to capture our attention and potentially our heart. 
You can have an intimate encounter with a total stranger, a co-worker, or a long-term 
friend. It may be nothing more than an expression of courtesy, an act of kindness or a 
romantic gesture, yet it can pull you toward the other party mentally or relationally. The 
same was true of Jesus. He could capture an individual’s attention with a mere look or a 
few words but that did not always equate to conversion. Review the interaction Jesus 
had with Judas (John 13:27), the Ten Lepers (Luke 17:11-17), and the Rich Young Rul-
er (Luke 18:18-27). How were each of these encounters intimate? How did they express 
value, concern, or love? What were the results of these encounters? 

  
2. Honest confessions do not guarantee that a person will take consistent healthy 

steps forward, but it is the place where forward progress begins. One of my distant men-
tors, Dr. Joe Aldridge, passed away back in 2010. He inspired me to memorize Scrip-
ture and to live transparently with others. I can still hear him say: “Not everything faced 
can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is faced.” Review Point II of your 
notes and answer these questions: How often do you confess your sins, both to God 
and to others (James 5:16-17)? How often do you confess your own relationship with 
Christ; speak to Him and about Him?  Individuals that Scripture describes as authenti-
cally Christian (“in Christ”) are the ones who verbalizes their need for a Savior and their 
relationship to the Savior. 

  
3. The degree to which we experience spiritual confidence is directly proportionate to the 

vitality of our connection to our spiritual source (Christ). In John 15, Jesus reinforces the 
spiritual commitments that will empower His disciples upon His departure. Read John 
15 and take note of the things He is asking them to be committed to. Are you maintain-
ing a commitment to these same things? What can you do this week to reinforce your 
commitments? 

  
Look over your notes under Point III and answer the following: Where are you experienc-
ing God’s pruning? What trial are you trying to avoid that needs to be faced? The fruit of 
forgiveness is forgiveness - where is Jesus asking you to extend forgiveness? Read 1 
John 4:16 - 5:13 and make a list of what John says produces greater spiritual confidence. 
  
Love, 
Pastor Jeff  
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 Warning - an intimate encounter is 
not an intimate connection 

  

 Judas - John 13:27 
 

 Nine healed lepers - Luke 17:11-17 
 

 Rich young ruler - Luke 18:18-27 

 

 2nd Question: Who is      
connected?  

 
II. Must lead to an honest         

confession 
 

Verse 3 “You are already clean because of the 
word I have spoken to you.”  (John 13:10) 
 

 

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness.”  
 
1 John 4:15 “Everyone who confesses that Je-
sus is God's Son participates continuously in an 
intimate relationship with God.” 
(The Message—MSG)  
 

III. Produces a confident connec-
tion to Christ 

  

Three Signs that You’re Connected 
to Christ 

 

1. You are discovering the purpose 
of pruning 

 
Verse 2b “… while every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruit-
ful.” 
  
 

James 1:2 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds.” 

 
 by facing your trials 
 

2. You are discovering the fruit of 
forgiveness (cleansing) 

 

Verse 3 “You are already clean because of the 
word I have spoken to you.”   
 

Colossians 3:13 “Bear with each other and for-
give whatever grievances you may have 
against one another. Forgive as the Lord for-
gave you.” 
 

 by forgiving others 
 

3. You are discovering a freedom 
from fear 

 

Verse 4 “Remain in me, and I will remain in 
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 
unless you remain in me.” 
  
John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I 
am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am 
in you.” 

 
 by having faith in Jesus  

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
7/9/16-7/10/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: Encounter, not, not, 
is, Honest, Confession, confident, con-
nection, purpose, pruning, facing, fruit, 
forgiveness, forgiving, freedom, fear, 
faith.  


