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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

Into a Greater 
Intimacy 

Part 1 - Introduction 
John 15 

 
Greater Intimacy is realized as we 
maintain a healthy connection to 
Christ/God and His purposes for 
our life 
 
I. The Purpose of Connection 
 
Verse 5a “I am the vine; you are the 
branches.”  

 
Who is the vine?   Jesus   
 
Who is the branch?   We are 

Following Jesus into greater intimacy should not be that difficult, yet many believers strug-
gle to stay connected in their faith and walk with Christ. Over the next month; we will  look 
closely at Chapters 14 & 15 of John as a guide to deepen our intimacy with Christ and 
with  one another. Jesus’ New Command is a call to a higher standard. We  no longer just 
seek to love others as we love ourselves because we now have the model of Jesus as our 
standard. Therefore the more we know and love Christ, the better equipped we will be to 
know and love others. 

 

Review each of the points from today’s notes and look up the additional Scriptures to see 
what steps you can take  to follow Jesus into greater intimacy. The key word in John 15 is 
the Greek word “meno,” and it means to abide, stay, remain, or continue. It is used 11 
times in this chapter alone and is the key to profound  intimacy with Christ and eventually 
with others. Read through the chapter and find the 11 times it is used and how is it used. 
This is the driver behind the concept of connection. Based on this chapter, how are we to 
“stay” connected? 

 

The purpose of our connection is found in verse 11. Jesus says the reason I have told you 
about remaining, staying, abiding in me, is so “that my joy may be in you and that your joy 
may be complete (or full).” If that doesn’t suggest intimacy clearly enough, meditate on 
verses 12-15. What does Jesus say has changed between Him and them? Remember 
that this chapter gives us the seventh and final “I am” statement in John. Each of the “I 
am” passages declares a nuance in the character of Christ. Look over each of the “I am” 
examples and ask yourself if you have or are experiencing Christ in the way each analogy 
(bread, light, etc.) would suggest. 
 

Meditate on the CS Lewis quote for a moment: “God designed the human machine to run 
on himself. He himself is the fuel our spirits were designed to burn or the food our spirits 
were designed to feed on, there is no other. That is why it’s just no good asking God to 
make us happy in our own way apart from religion. God cannot give us a happiness and a 
peace apart from Himself because it is not there, there is no such thing.” Do you agree or 
disagree?  Do you think John’s gospel would agree or disagree? 

 

The proof of our connection to Christ is illustrated in the word “fruit.” God has used this 
analogy from the beginning to describe the proof of His blessing and presence. Take a 
little journey through the following passages to see the deep connection throughout the 
Old Testament from Adam to Noah, Abraham and Isaac. God called them to “be fruitful” 
and that His promise to Abraham would be illustrated in fruitfulness (Gen.1:22; 9:7; 
17:6,29:22; Lev.25:19; Deut. 7:13; Psa. 92:14; and Prov. 11:30). Notice through the in-
creased clarity of the New Testament, that the proof of God’s presence is exhibited in the 
quality of our relationships (Gal. 5:16-25; 1 John 4:19-21). Out of the list given in Gala-
tians, which of the nine listed qualities do you and your relationships need? 

 

The progression of our connection will be my focus for most of July. Just as the text illus-
trates a progression of fruitfulness so should our lives. Isn’t it nice to know that wherever 
you are today you can be more fruitful tomorrow simply by attending to your relationship 
with Christ? I am looking forward to our journey together. 
  
In His Love, 
Pastor Jeff  

Summary for June 

Needed for Month $125,000 

Income Received  $118,552 

Remaining Need   $ 6,448 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,840 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,160  
You can now give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 
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THE “I AM” STATEMENTS 
 

“I am the bread of life.” John 6:35 
 

“I am the light of the world.” 
John 8:12 & 9:5  
 
 

“I am the door...” John 10:7, 9 
  
“I am the good shepherd.” John 

10:11, 14 
  
“I am the resurrection and the 
life.” John 11:25 
  
“I am the way, the truth and the 
life.” John 14:6 

 
“I am the vine.” John 15:5 

 
 Is a maturing (intimate) 

relationship with Christ.  
 
II. The Proof of Connection 
  
Verse 5b “If a man remains in me and I in 
him, he will bear much fruit… ” 
 
Matthew 7:16a “By their fruit you will recog-
nize them.” 
 
Galatians 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control.” 

 Is a Fruitful relationship 
with yourself and  

      others   See 1 John 4:19-21 

  
III. The Progression of connec-

tion 
  

1st - Verse 2
a
 “He cuts off every 

branch in me that bears no fruit,”  
  

2nd - Verse 2
b
 “while every branch 

that does bear fruit he prunes...” 
  

3rd - Verse 5 “If a man remains in me 

and I in him, he will bear much 
fruit”  

  
4th - Verse 16 “but I chose you and 

appointed you to go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last.”  

 
 Is a Deeper relationship 

with Christ and others 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
7/2/16-7/3/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: Maintain, Connec-
tion, Purposes, Purpose, Connection, 
Jesus, We are, Maturing, Christ, Proof, 
Fruitful, Progression, Deeper  


