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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

Into a Greater 
Confidence 

John 14 
 

Three Requests 
 

I. The first request is about the future, 
and moves us from troubled hearts to 
trusting hearts  

 

Verses 1-4 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's 
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I am going there to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back and take you to 
be with me that you also may be where I am. 
You know the way to the place where I am go-
ing.” 
 

1. I have a new destiny   
 

I love John 14. It’s a unique glimpse into the Q & A that was continuously at the disciples’ dis-
posal.. I love the promises that arise out of the dialogue, the candid interaction that flows from 
the disciples to Jesus, and the infusion of confidence that Jesus injects into the conversation. 
Jesus, in the span of a few minutes, takes His  followers from troubled hearts to trusting hearts, 
from paralyzing insecurity to a new identity, from  the verge of abandonment to a call for confi-
dent obedience. Oh yeah, I know that before the night is out, they will all be decimated by His 
arrest and pending death; but what Jesus plants in these troubled hearts will go on to change 
the world, once they see their resurrected Savior. 
  

To one extent or another, all of us have fear about the future, questions about the Father and 
trepidation over being radical followers. Notice how Jesus addresses each of these issues. In 
verse 5, Thomas, the great doubter, makes a simple request in the form of a question: “Lord, 
we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” -The Issue of the Unknown 
Future. In verse 8, Philip requests: “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us”- 
The Issue of Knowing the Father. And in verse 22, Judas (not Judas Iscariot) seeks clarifica-
tion: “Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” - The Issue of Being 
Followers. 
 

About the Future. Not many of us are so confident in our jobs, skills and income that we experi-
ence no anxiety about where we are going. Someone has said that “regret looks back, worry 
looks around and faith looks up.” Jesus, in the first third of this chapter, helps the disciples look 
at the future by looking up in faith. Jesus shares two powerful truths to instill greater confidence 
for His disciples to press forward - a new destiny and a new deity. How can the promise of 
heaven and eternal life (a new destiny) bring you comfort on your spiritual journey? Look up 1 
Cor. 2:9 and ask God to infuse you with greater trust and confidence. You may not know what 
the future holds but you can know the One who holds the future. 
  

The new deity is Christ himself. Many skeptics question the deity of Christ. That’s why John 
wrote his gospel, repeatedly showing us that Jesus is God and can be trusted. Jesus calls his 
followers to trust, because whatever they need - whether it is to know which way to go (He is 
the way), what to believe (He is the truth), or how to have real life (He is the life) - Jesus is 
it!  Thomas ‘A Kempis, a second century copyist ( priest who copied the Bible by hand), said: 
“Without the way there is no going; without the truth, there is no knowing; and without the life, 
there is no living.” 
  

About the Father. Children who are fatherless or who have  an abusive or  uninvolved father, 
can have a “father wound.” This kind of hole in the human soul causes a deeper level of insecu-
rity and an injured identity. Jesus addresses just such a need in His disciples’ lives in this sec-
ond portion of chapter 14:8-20. If they and we are going to step out in greater faith, a greater 
sense of spiritual identity is required. Who are we in relation to the Father and His plans for our 
lives? How intimate are you with your earthly father? What about your Heavenly Father? The 
Lord wants to bring healing to your heart and as He does so, your spiritual confidence will rise. 
Ask Him now to lead you into your true spiritual identity. Keep coming, keep connecting and 
you will grow! 
  

About the Followers. The disciples’ last request is again a reflection of their insecurity: “Why do 
you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” Read over verses 18-31, and answer 
two questions: Why would they be insecure and what does Jesus say to boost their confi-
dence? 
  

I want your confidence to rise, but it won’t happen by accident. Confidence requires a deeper 
level of trust about your future, a more authentic connection to the Father, and an unyeilding 
resolve to be obedient as one of His followers. 
  

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff  
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2. I have a new deity 
 

Verses 1 & 6 “Do not let your hearts be trou-
bled. Trust in God; trust also in me… Jesus an-
swered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through 
me.’ ” 
 

 
 

 Because of my new destiny 
and deity, I can grow in my 
spiritual confidence about 
the future  

 

II. The second request is about the Fa-
ther, and moves us from being inse-
cure in who we are, to being secure 
in who we are in Him 

 
1. Seeing what He does 

 
Verses 9-11 “Jesus answered: ‘Don't you know 
me, Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show 
us the Father”? Don't you believe that I am in 
the Father, and that the Father is in me? The 
words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, 
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his 
work. Believe me when I say that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; or at least be-
lieve on the evidence of the miracles them-
selves.” 
 

2. Doing what He does 
 

 

Verse 12 “I tell you the truth, anyone who has 
faith in me will do what I have been doing. He 
will do even greater things than these, be-
cause I am going to the Father.” 

3. Being who He is 
 

Verse 20 “On that day you will realize that I am 
in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in 
you.” 

 Because of my new identity, 
I can grow in my spiritual 
confidence to step out in 
faith  

III. The third request is about the fol-
lowers, and moves us from feeling 
abandoned to being adopted 

 

Verse 21 & 23 “Whoever has my commands 
and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. 
He who loves me will be loved by my  Father, 
and I too will love him and show myself to him. 
Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey 
my teaching. My Father will love them, and we 
will come to them and make our home with 
them.” 

 
 Because of my new          

intimacy with God, I can 
grow in my spiritual confi-
dence to obey   

 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
6/25/16-6/26/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: future, troubled, trust-
ing, destiny, deity, future, Father, inse-
cure, secure, in Him, Seeing, Doing, Be-
ing, identity, faith, followers, abandoned, 
adopted, intimacy, obey.  


