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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

Into a  
Greater Love 

Pt 2 

John 13:30b-38  

 
I. The Setting of the New Com-

mand 
 
II. The Significance of the New 

Command 
“A new command I give you:” 

 

1. A new focus 
 

Verse 34
a
 “Love one another.”  

The journey of transformation normally inches forward through our daily choice to be Christ-led, 
not self-led. That choice finds energy, strength, and momentum through a simple obedience to 
Christ’s New Command: “Love one another, as I have loved you.” What the disciples experi-
enced in Jn 13-17 was nothing shy of a radical emersion into Christ’s full devotion to them. The 
result was their own transformation to full devotion to Him and to one another. Last week we 
looked at the “Setting of the New Command” - the circumstances surrounding Jesus as He 
deposited the “New Command” into the hearts of His disciples. We saw how the darkness set 
the stage for the light of God’s glory.  Jesus’ departure set the stage for the arrival God’s Spirit, 
and Peter’s denial set the stage for a deeper acceptance of God’s forgiveness. 
  

Today, we look closely at the “Significance of the New Command.” The mere fact that Jesus 
gives a “New Command” should capture our attention. Why would a “New Command” of any 
kind be needed? Was the old command inadequate in some way? In a word, yes. The old com-
mand, the Law, could never accomplish the righteousness of God.  
  

What’s so “new” about the New Command? Four things: 1) A New Focus or Priority, 2) A New 
Standard or Pattern, 3) A New Strength or Power, and lastly 4) A New Outcome or Product.  
  

A new focus was critical because the Law and its guardians had formed such an exclusive hold 
on all that was spiritual that the “religion” of the day actually deterred others from an authentic 
relationship with God. The entire system was built and reinforced on rigid adherence to external 
regulations with little or no attention to internal motivations. Spend a few minutes reviewing 
Point One and consider the following questions: How has the ‘church” or “religions” of our day 
become a deterrent to authentic faith? How does Jesus’ conversation in Lk 10:25-37 with the 
“expert of the Law” seek to address this problem? I mentioned in my message that Jesus con-
sistently tried to expand the circle of potential influence to those who needed a genuine connec-
tion to God. How do these verses reflect that (Jn 3:16; Matt 5:43 and 28:19-20)? 
  

A new standard is equally critical because in the absence of an objective standard, (Christ), we 
make up our own standard, or “justify” (like the man in Lk 10) why we don’t consider any given 
person (the ones we don’t care for) our “neighbor.” Now, instead of wondering what we should 
do to “love” someone, we have four gospel records chock-full of practical things Jesus did to 
show love. Most of us need a model, someone to show us how it’s done. Jesus is that ultimate 
model. Look over Jn 13:12-15 again and ask yourself what are two or three good comparisons 
of “foot washing” within our culture. How does Php 2:1-12 parallel Jesus’ example in Jn 13? 
What are you doing to “wash others’ feet”? 
 

I know how helpful a model can be, but I do not believe that Jesus is simply admonishing us to 
parrot His behavior.  He wants us to emulate His love. That requires an experience with love. 
The ultimate power to give the love of God comes from being a recipient of God’s love. If we 
are the instruments that God wants to use to distribute His love to others, then we have to be 
available to others in order to both give and receive that love. What insights do these verses 
give if we want to be a distributor or recipient of love (Rom 15:7, Eph 4:20-32, Jn 15:13, 1 Jn 
3:11-24, and 2 Cor 5:14-19)? 
  

The significance of this ‘New command” cannot be overstated. I am only a novice at loving oth-
ers, but I am in love with the expert. I am fixing my gaze upon Him. I am seeking to receive all 
that I need from Him in order to give it away to others. I want so much to love like Jesus, to see 
in each person I meet someone of unique and limitless value. Lord, help me to crucify whatever 
is in me that gets in the way of your transformation of my life. 
  
In His love,  
Pastor Jeff 
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 With whom and where are 

you learning to be inclusive? 

 
 

2. A new standard 
 
Verse 34

b
 “… as I have loved you.” 

 
 
 
 

 Where and to whom are 
you learning to serve 

 
3. A new power 

 
Verse 34

b
 “As I have loved you.” 

 
 

2 Corinthians 3:6 “He has made us compe-
tent as ministers of a new covenant—not 
of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 
kills, but the Spirit gives life.” 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 “For God did not give us a 
spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of 
love and of self-discipline.” 
 

4. A new outcome 
 
Verse 35 “By all this all men will know that 
you are my disciples… ”   
 
 

John 17:20-21 “My prayer is not for them 
alone. I pray also for those who will believe 
in me through their message, that all of 
them may be one, Father, just as you are 
in me and I am in you. May they also be in 
us so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me.”  

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
6/18/16-6/19/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: Setting, Significance, 
focus, Ethnic, Ethical, stop, start, Inclu-
sion, inclusive, standard, serve, power, 
outcome.  

An old focus A new focus 

Leviticus 19:18 “… love 
your neighbor …” 

John 13:34
a
 “Love one 

another.” 

 “Neighbor” = 
Jewish Com-
munity  

 “One another” 
=      Jesus 
Community  

 Ethnic Limita-
tion  

 Ethical Expan-
sion 

 A place to stop   A place to start 

 Exclusion  Inclusion 


