
 
Notes 

_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________

Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

Into Our Relationship  
with the Spirit 

John 13-17 
 

I. Who is the Spirit?  
 

1. He is the Third Person of the  
      Trinity. 

 

3 Questions: 
 

  Who sent the Son (Jesus)? 
 

John 12:44 & 49 “(Jesus) When a man  
believes in me, he does not believe in me only, 
but in the one who sent me…  the Father who 
sent me commanded me what to say and 
how to say it.” 

  Answer:  The Father, the 
    1st Person of The Trinity 
 

  Who sent the Spirit? 
 

John 15:26 “When the Counselor comes, whom 
I will send to you …”  

The topic of the Spirit is an enormous theological topic and doctrine. I can’t even pretend to explain 
everything about the Spirit, but I can give some very clear insights to who He is and what He does, 
because of what Jesus shares on the evening before His death in John 13-17. 
  
CONTEXT: I have addressed the setting of our text several times over the last couple of 
months, but let me remind you of three big picture ideas that flow out of the context. One, chapters 13
-17 are one extended conversation. Therefore, we can tie together all of Jesus’ comments about the 
Spirit because they are  a series of insights shared with the disciples over the course of their evening 
together. Two, Jesus is moving the disciples from an insecure connection to Him to a more secure 
connection with the Spirit. His connection to the disciples is changing, He is no longer going to be 
with them. Jesus is the physical presence of God. He has a literal body that can only be in one place 
at a time. That’s part of the insecurity. The disciples must have thought: “What are we going to do 
without our Master, Teacher, Counselor, Friend?” Notice that Jesus is saying that the new relation-
ship with God, and Himself, through the Spirit, is going to be an improved connection to God (John 
14:16-20, 28-29, & 16:7). That must have been hard to believe at the time. Three, life is not going to 
be easy. In fact, it’s going to be very hard. Look at John 16:1-2 & 33. The focus of John 15:18-16 is 
the coming opposition to the church and the Spirit’s work through the church, in a world that is inimi-
cal to Christ. 
  
WHO IS THE SPIRIT? 

 The Third Person of the Trinity 

One of the most fundamental doctrines of the Christian Church is that of the Trinity, yet it is also 
one of the most elusive. Here in John 14-16, we have some of the strongest biblical Trinitarian 
references.  The word Trinity is never given in the Bible but the clear and distinct references to 
the three persons, or as some like to think of it, personalities of God, are undeniable. Take a few 
minutes to look up a few other bold references to the three manifestations of God (2 Cor 13:14 
and Matt 28 :19-20). The Spirit is called the third person of the Trinity because He follows the 
lead of Jesus, who follows the Father, and will do and reveal only what Jesus wants (John 16:12
-15). 

 The Second Counselor 

Jesus says in John 14:16: “I will ask the Father and he will give you another Counselor...” OK, 
so who was the first “Counselor”? Clearly Jesus has met this need in the disciples’ life and now 
in His departure, Jesus is reassuring them that they will not be abandoned (John 14:18). The 
Greek word for “Counselor” is Paraclete. It means “one who comes alongside.” It is sometimes 
translated “helper,” or “friend.”  No matter where you are, the Spirit is right there to provide assis-
tance. When Jesus sent the Spirit, He didn’t come to visit, He came to stay! 

 Our first line of defense. 

OK, you might wonder why I’d choose to say it that way. Look at John 15:18-16:1. Jesus, in one 
verse, moves from love to hate, and then before you know it, He’s talking of persecution and 
being killed. That sounds like a need for some defense, some support, comfort, some help. Yep, 
that’s His job and the Spirit is exactly that - that part of God that stands ready to help us (Gal 
5:16-18 and Eph 6:18). 

  
WHAT DOES THE SPIRIT WANT TO DO FOR YOU? 
This is rich material. From your notes, look over each of the six things that the Spirit wants to do for 
you. Here’s my suggestion. Notice that Jesus tells us that we can ask anything in His name and He 
will do it (John14:12 & 15:16).  We know He’s not saying ask for what we want, but for what He 
wants. So, if the Spirit’s job is to do these six things: teach us, remind us, speak through us, convict 
us, guide us, and glorify Jesus through us, then all of this is fair game - it’s what He wants. Ask away! 
Father God, in Christ’s name, please teach me...guide me...remind me...etc... And just watch your 
relationship with Christ grow by the power of His Spirit. 
  
In His Love, 
Pastor Jeff 
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John 16:7b “Unless I go away, the Counselor 
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him 
to you.” 
  

  Answer:  The Son (Jesus), 
    The 2nd Person of the 
    Trinity. 

 

  Who fills us with God’s  
    presence? 

 

John 14:17 “… the Spirit of truth. The world can-
not accept him, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with 
you and will be in you.” 

  Answer:  The Spirit, the 3rd 
Person of  the Trinity. 

 

2.  He is the Second Counselor, the 
Spirit of Truth 

 

 Four times in John 13 - 17, 

   The Spirit is called “the  
   Counselor.” 

 

John 14:15-17
a
 “If you love me, you will obey 

what I command. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Counselor to be with 
you forever - the Spirit of truth.” 

3.    He is our first line of defense. 
 

 John 15:18-16:1 “If the world hates you, keep 
in mind that it hated me first… persecutes you 
… kills you ...When the Counselor comes… All 
this I have told you so that you will not go 
astray.” 

II.  What does the Spirit want to do for you? 
(The Counselor)  

 

John 14:26 “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name… ” 
  

1.  He wants to teach you.   
“… will teach you all things and…” 
  

2. He wants to remind you. 
“… will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 
 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
7/23/16-7/24/16 

3.  He wants to speak through you. 
  
John 15:26-27a “When the Counselor comes, whom 
I will send to you from the Father… he will testify 
about me. And you also must testify… ” 
 

4.  He wants to (convict)  
     convince you of  

 

John 16:7b-11 “It is for your good that I am go-
ing away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will 
not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to 
you. When he comes, he will convict the world 
of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and 
judgment:”   
 

  the sin of unbelief.  
 

“… in regard to sin, because men do not be-
lieve in me… ” 

  the righteousness of Christ.  
“… in regard to righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father, where you can see me no 
longer… ” 
 

  the judgment of Satan.  
“… and in regard to judgment, because the 
prince of this world now stands condemned.” 
  

5.   He wants to guide you. 
  
John 16:13 “… when he, the Spirit of truth, 
comes, he will guide you into all truth.” 
  
  

6.  He wants to glorify God through 
     you. 

  
John 16:14 “He will bring glory to me by taking 
from what is mine and making it known to you.” 
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