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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

Into God’s Glory 
 

John 12:12-36 

 

The root of “Glory” in Greek, is “Doxa” 
which means Honor, giving or sharing a 
high status, making or showing great-
ness. Think of Glory as God’s spotlight 
that reflects who He is. 
 

“Spiritual Paradox” - statements that are 
or seem to be contradictions but actual-
ly express spiritual truths. Spiritual truth 
is often discovered within a paradox. 
 

I. The Religious Leaders   
 

Wanted to put down the movement 
 

Verses 10-11 & 19 “So the chief priests made 
plans to kill Lazarus as well, for on account of 
him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus 
and putting their faith in him…So the Pharisees 
said to one another, ‘See, this is getting us no-
where. Look how the whole world has gone af-
ter him!’ ” 

Summary for May 

Needed for Month $145,000 

Income Received  $  83,989 

Remaining Need   $  61,011 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,790 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,210  
You can now give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 

The topic of God’s glory has been in the scriptures from the very beginning. It is a majestic concept 
and image that points us to the greatness of God. When we see God’s glory we are moved to a place 
of humble adoration and submission. When we reflect His glory it takes the spotlight off of us and 
puts it on Him. I have included a couple of paragraphs from the Dictionary of Biblical Imagery that can 
assist us to see the depth of this concept. 
 

“With references in English Bibles ranging from 275 (NIV) to 350 (RSV), glory is one of the master 
images that helps to tell the story of the Bible. A survey of the references yields a tour of the some of 
the Bible’s great moments-from the giving of the law (Ex 24:12–18), to the wilderness wanderings of 
Israel (Num 14:10, 21, 22; 16:19, 42; 20:6), to the worship of God in the tabernacle (Lev 9:6, 23) and 
temple (1 Kings 8:11; 2 Chron 5:14), to the call and prophetic vision of the prophets Isaiah (Is 6) and 
Ezekiel (Ezek 1), to the birth (Lk 2:9) and transfiguration of Jesus (Lk 9:31; 2 Pet 1:7), to the final, 
apocalyptic scene of the holy city, Jerusalem, descending in the clouds (Rev 21:10). 
Glory includes splendor, beauty, magnificence, radiance and rapture. In the Bible it is primarily a 
quality ascribed to God and places of his presence, including places of worship and heaven.” 
 

“The NT boldly identifies Jesus as glory, and in doing so it weaves together nearly all the strands of 
glory. Glory pervades the divine genealogy that John provides for Jesus at the beginning of his Gos-
pel: “We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father” (Jn 1:14 RSV). At the birth of 
Jesus “the glory of the Lord shone around” the shepherds (Lk 2:9) and the angelic host proclaimed, 
“Glory to God in the highest” (Lk 1:14). Although the specific word glory does not appear in the ac-
counts of the transfiguration of Jesus, it is a supreme instance of Christ’s visible glory. His resurrec-
tion is an example of glory (Lk 24:26; Rom 6:4; 1 Pet 1:21), as is his ascension (1 Tim 3:16). Paul 
calls Jesus “the Lord of glory” (1 Cor 2:8) and speaks of “the glory of God in the face of Christ” (2 Cor 
4:6). To experience the glory of God in Christ has mystical overtones in many passages where the 
word appears, and it is always an encounter with God’s transcendence. When the dying Stephen 
gazes into heaven, he sees “the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55 
RSV).” 
 

Take a few minutes to review your sermon notes and tie the following observations and questions 
back to your sermon notes. 
 

Out of the first four main points (I-IV), which group (or groups) do you most identify with and why (the 
religious leaders, the crowd, the disciples, or the Greeks, Jesus)? 
 

Look at each of the following statements and pair each statement with one of the first four main 
points: 

 God was glorified because He used their evil intentions to accomplish His Good News. 
 God was glorified by this group because it fulfilled the prophesy of Zechariah. See Zechariah 

9:9. 
 God was glorified by this group because they followed the leading of the Holy Spirit. See John 

14:26 and Luke 24:44-48. 
 God was glorified by this group because they were the “other sheep.” See John 10:16. 
 

In order for each of us to glorify, honor or put the spotlight on God’s beauty, Pastor Jeff suggested 
four things we need to “own.”  

 Be the seed! 

 Die to self 

 Follow and serve Jesus 
 Trust God 
 

Look back over each of the points answer the following questions for each point and cross reference: 

 What have you learned from today’s message about God’s glory? 

 How are you doing at owning each of these points? 

 What can you do to own them more? 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 

May 21/22, 2016 



 

II. The Crowd  
 

Wanted to cheer on the movement  
 

Verses 12-15 & 17 “The next day the great 
crowd that had come for the Feast heard 
that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They 
took palm branches and went out to meet him, 
shouting, ‘Hosanna!’ ‘Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord!’ ‘Blessed is the King of 
Israel!’…  Now the crowd that was with him 
when he called Lazarus from the tomb and 
raised him from the dead continued to spread 
the word.” 
 

III. The Disciples  
 

Wanted to understand the move-
ment  

 

Verse 16 “At first his disciples did not under-
stand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did 
they realize that these things had been written 
about him and that they had done these things 
to him.”   
 
 

IV. The Greeks 
 

Wanted to join the movement 
 

Verses 20-22 “Now there were some Greeks 
among those who went up to worship at the 
Feast. They came to Philip, ...with a request. 
‘Sir,’ they said, ‘we would like to see Jesus.’ ” 
 

V. Jesus     
 

Wants us to own the movement  
 

Verses 23 “Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified.’ ” 
 

 

 

How to Glorify (Honor) God 
 

The Christian movement is all about fol-
lowing Jesus. I (you) cannot glorify God 
without following Christ.  
 

1. The illustration - be the seed!  
 

Verse 24 “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of 
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains 
only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces 

many seeds.”  
 

 Lord, use me to multiply 
your Kingdom   

2. The application - die to self   
 

Verse 25 “The man who loves his life will lose 
it, while the man who hates his life in this world 

will keep it for eternal life.”    
 

 Lord, help me to crucify my 
sinful nature  

3. The implementation - serve & 
follow Jesus   

 

Verse 26a “Whoever serves me must follow 

me; and where I am, my servant also will be.”  
 

 Lord, help me to satisfy my-
self through serving you   

4. The ramification - trust God   
 

Verse 26b “My Father will honor the one who 

serves me.”    
 

 Lord, help me to glorify You 
in everything I do 

 

Colossians 3:17 “And whatever you do, wheth-
er in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.”    
All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 

5/21/16-5/22/16 
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