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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

Into Worship 
  

John 12:1-11   
  
I. When you follow Jesus, you begin 

to get it  
 

To “get it” is to know that Jesus is 
God 

 
1. You become someone who is a 

worker   (Martha)  
 

2. You become someone who is a 
witness (Lazarus)  

3. You become someone who is a 
worshipper (Mary) )  

 Summary for May 

Needed for Month $145,000 

Income Received  $  28,579 

Remaining Need   $116,421 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,790 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,210  
You can now give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 

As you consider how well you’re “getting it” (understanding that Jesus is God), how are you following 
Him into worship? This family in John 11-12 was about as close to Jesus as anyone could be. Martha 
is a doer, a worker, a list maker. Without question, we need Marthas in the world. Lazarus was a 
witness whose life, death and resurrection was about as powerful a testimony as could be found. 
Even though this whole family was getting it (seeing Jesus for who He really was), no one got it more 
than Mary. She was potentially the sharpest about who Jesus was and what He was about to accom-
plish for mankind. I suspect she understood Jesus better than the disciples. 
 

Mary seems to have come to this event (meal) with a very clear purpose in mind. She didn’t come to 
eat or even to celebrate Jesus being with them, but to express her love, commitment, and worship to 
Him. The setting gives us the impression that most were seated around a table. Mary enters the 
room. At the door way, there would have been a towel and water basin for the traditional washing of 
feet prior to eating. As she makes her way to Jesus, Mary passes by the towel and goes to Jesus’ 
side. She kneels and begins to do several things that (verses 4-6, & Matt. 26:8-9) made others un-
comfortable. She let down her hair (which would have been up and out of sight, tucked under some 
kind of head covering). She opens an expensive burial perfume that would have filled the room with a 
pleasing, but strong aroma. She pours the perfume onto Jesus’ feet and begins to wipe His feet with 
her hair. 
 

Mary’s extravagant expression of worship illustrates just how profoundly she got it; how certain she 
must have been that Jesus was indeed no mere man, but the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
 

Using the sermon notes take a few minutes today to assess how well you “get it.” How are you re-
flecting the truth of Christ’s deity (being God) in your own life? Are you seeking God with a whole 
heart or a half heart?   
 

1. When you “get it,” it will humble you. Pastor Jeff pointed out that Mary had a remarkable 
amount of courage and humility, passing up the towel by the door and becoming the towel to 
wash Jesus’ feet. How is your humility expressed? How might service be an expression of hu-
mility? What do you think of the quote Pastor Jeff used: “The ultimate test of servanthood is how 
you respond when treated like one”? See 1 Peter 4:10 and Mark 10:45. 

2. When you “get it,” it will cost you something. This account in both John and Matthew 
points us to the significance this high-priced perfume. When we know Jesus, when we get it, 
following Jesus will cost us something and foster within us a greater willingness to be generous. 
How is your generosity? Are you growing as a giver? Does your discipleship cost you anything? 
See Acts 20:35 and 2 Corinthians 9:6-8. 

3. When you “get it,” it will confound those who don’t get it. Jesus alerted us to this para-
dox (John 15:18-25) - when you follow Him, you will be misunderstood. Mary’s worship was 
misunderstood even by the disciples (Matt. 26:8-9). Has anyone ever misunderstood your com-
mitment to Jesus? Does anyone wonder why you are so committed to Christ? An evidence to 
our commitment to Christ will be the inevitable misunderstanding by those who are not commit-
ted to Him. If no one wonders why you are so committed to Christ, I wonder why? See 1 Corin-
thians 1:18-23. 

4. When you “get it,” it will help align you to God’s plans. Based on the fact that she anoint-
ed Him for burial, Mary may have been the only one to get the fact that Jesus was going to die. 
She aligned herself with the fact of His death by anointing Him with burial perfume. This under-
standing motivated her bold worship. When we are able to adjust to God’s agenda and lay our 
agenda down we illustrate that we “get it”. A W Tozer said it this way: “The deeper Christian life 
is the willingness to quit trying to use the Lord to for our ends and to let him work in us for His 
glory.” Judas in contrast was all about trying to use Jesus for his own agenda instead of submit-
ting to Jesus’ plan. How are you doing at letting Jesus be your motivation to change who you 
are? How are you seeking to make adjustments for His kingdom? How are you doing in aligning 
yourself to God’s plans instead of wanting others to adapt to yours? Are you more likely to try 
and manipulate others or see what God wants to do as you give up control?  

 

I see people every day who do and don’t get it. No one gets it all at once, but as we follow Jesus well, 
we get it more and more often. What a joy to see others come under the full impression that Jesus is 
God - He carries our burdens, forgives our sins and invites us into His rest. My prayer for you is that 
you get it, more and more. 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 

May 7/8, 2016 



 
2 Chronicles 16:9 “For the eyes of the 
LORD move to and fro throughout the earth 
that He may strongly support those whose 
heart is completely His.” (New American 
Standard Bible—NASB) 
 
Matthew 22:36-38 “ ‘Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?’ Jesus 
replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment.” 
 
II. Four ways to know if you get it    
 

1. It will humble you  
 
John 12:3 “Then Mary took about a pint

 
of 

pure nard, an expensive perfume; she 
poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet 
with her hair. And the house was filled with 
the fragrance of the perfume.”   
 

 You will submit  
 

2. It will cost you something  
 
John 12:3 “Then Mary took about a pint of  
pure nard, an expensive perfume; she 
poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet 
with her hair. And the house was filled with 
the fragrance of the perfume.”   
 
2 Samuel 24:24 “I will not offer to the Lord 
my God sacrifices  (offerings) that have cost 
me nothing.”   (Today’s English Version—
TEV) 

 
3. It will confound those who don’t 

get it  
 
John 12:4-6 “But one of his disciples, Ju-
das Iscariot, who was later to betray him, 
objected, ‘Why wasn't this perfume sold 
and the money given to the poor? It was 
worth a year's wages.’ He did not say this 
because he cared about the poor but be-
cause he was a thief; as keeper of the 
money bag, he used to help himself to 
what was put into it.”   
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 “The man without the 
Spirit does not accept the things that come 
from the Spirit of God, for they are foolish-
ness to him, and he cannot understand 
them, because they are spiritually dis-
cerned.” 
 

 You will be misunderstood  
 

4. It will align you to God’s plans   
  
John 12:7 “ ‘Leave her alone,’ Jesus re-
plied. ‘It was intended that she should save 
this perfume for the day of my burial.’ ” 
 

 You will adjust 
 
 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
5/07/16-5/08/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: God, worker, wit-
ness, worshipper, humble, submit, 
something, generously, confound, get it, 
misunderstood, align, plans, adjust 


