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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

By the Sound of 

His Voice 
 

John 10:14-42 (Part 2) 
   
 

I. The Voice of Intimacy  
 

Verse 14-15 “I am the good shepherd; I know 
my sheep and my sheep know me—just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father… ”   

1. Not as a flock, but as a ewe 
2. You are loved 

 
  

II. The Voice of Inclusion  
 

Verse 16 “I have other sheep that are not of this 
sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will 
listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock 
and one shepherd.”   

 

YOUR ASSIGNMENT 
 

Hearing the voice of God clearly happens when we know Him well. Bottom-line truth - we 
cannot know Him well if we are not following Him well; we’ll never be like Him if we don’t 
know what He is like. Two weeks ago, I made a comment that I repeat today as well: “The 
voice you listen to most is the one that will control you.” 
 

Part one of John 10 has three major contrasts built into the text: 1) Jesus’ voice - the voice 
of God is that of a shepherd (leader), not a stranger, 2) a Savior, not a robber, and 3) an 
owner, not a hired man. Today, we look at several more intonations of the voice of God/
Jesus: the voices of intimacy, inclusion, authority, and reason. All of these were present in 
Jesus. When we become familiar with His voice, we can learn to walk under His control 
and experience the blessings of knowing God well and sensing His presence. When we 
do not know His voice, we can easily mistake other voices for His. 
Using your sermon notes, review each of the intonations of His voice and ask yourself if 
you  have experienced Him in that way. 
 

The voice of intimacy. By far, intimacy is one of the dominant intonations of Jesus’ voice. 
He knows you. Verse 3 says that He calls us by name. When others remember your 
name, you automatically draw closer. And when speaking life into you because they know 
your hurts, needs and concerns, intimacy is strengthened. How much more with the One 
who knows you completely. You are known (the good and bad of who you are) and Jesus 
loves you still. We often feel insignificant, flawed and unwanted, lost in a crowd: but Jesus 
sees you and singles you out of the crowd to be His own. Why? Because you are loved! 
Process with a mentor, friend or your small group: How does trust factor into intimacy and 
what happens if we expect others to give us what only God can deliver? How do you think 
knowing that we are loved by God could shift our focus toward giving love instead of look-
ing to receive love (see 1 John3:16)? 
 

The voice of inclusion. Jesus often included the excluded. Whether a leper, a sinner, or a 
Gentile, he was inclusive. That’s His message in verse16: “I have other sheep that are not 
of this pen. I must bring them also… and there will be one flock and one shepherd.” Reli-
gious gatherings without Jesus can be one of the most exuding experiences one can 
have. The Jesus approach is radically different than the world which will exploit our differ-
ences. Jesus wants to dissolve them, not by saying they don’t matter but by seeing that 
love matters more. This requires a supernatural perspective. How else could we even 
begin to approach His call to love our enemies? How do the following Scriptures affirm this 
point (Matt 5:44; Eph. 2:11-14; 4:1-5; and Rom. 1:16)? 
 

The voice of authority. Jesus said a great deal about His authority from the Father, and 
made a point of distinguishing that His authority was different than that the religious or 
Gentile leaders (see Matt. 7:29 & Mark 10:42-45). What do these passage say about 
Christ’s authority and how it differs? When we begin to walk with Christ, accepting Him as 
God (see vs 27-30), we have to relinquish control and accept His authority in our own 
lives. Jan Johnson says: “The end of our control is the beginning of God’s reign.” What are 
you trying to control in your own power that needs to be relinquished to Jesus? When we 
attempt to live by our own authority, we will experience irritation, anxiety, and hostility to-
ward others. Conversely, when we operate under His control (authority) we are patient, 
kind, and able to serve (Mark 10:45 and Matt. 28:19-20). 
 

The voice you listen to most is the one that controls you. I invite you to tune into the voice 
of Jesus, the Good Shephard, and let Him call you by name. 
 

In His Love,  
Pastor Jeff 
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1. Not exclusion 
2. You are wanted 

 

III. The Voice of Authority 
 

Verse 17-18 “The reason my Father loves me is 
that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have authority to lay it down and 
authority to take it up again. This command I 
received from my Father.”   
 

1. Not tyranny 
 

 The authority of Jesus is: 
 

 Different than the Jewish 
leaders 

 Different that the Gentile 
leaders 

  

2. You are commissioned 
 

IV. The Voice of God 
 

Verse 24-30 “The Jews gathered around him, 
saying, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? 
If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.’ Jesus an-
swered, ‘I did tell you, but you do not believe… 
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one can snatch them out 
of my hand. My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them 
out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are 
one.’ ”   
 

 

1. Not man 
 

Verse 33 “…  you, a mere man, claim to be 
God.”   
 

2. You are secure 
 

Verse 28 “ … no one can snatch them out of 
my hand.”   
 

V. The Voice of Reason 
 

Verse 31-33, 37-38 “Again the Jews picked up 
stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, ‘I 
have shown you many great miracles from the 
Father. For which of these do you stone 
me?’ We are not stoning you for any of these,’ 
replied the Jews, ‘but for blasphemy, because 
you, a mere man, claim to be God.’ … Do not 
believe me unless I do what my Father does. 
But if I do it, even though you do not believe 
me, believe the miracles, that you may know 
and understand that the Father is in me, and I 
in the Father.”   
 

1. Not reaction 
 

2. You are responsible whether 
you tune in or tune out His 
Voice. 

 

John 3:17-18 “For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever does 
not believe stands condemned already be-
cause he has not believed in the name of 
God's one and only Son.”   

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
4/3016-5/01/16 
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