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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following  
Jesus  

 

By the Sound of 

His Voice 
 

John 10:1-13 (Part 1) 
  

Introduction to Chapter 10 
  

Characters in the Context 
 

 The Shepherds = Spiritual Lead-
ers  

  
The Ultimate Shepherd = God  

 

Psalm 100:3 “Know that the LORD is God. It is 

he who made us, and we are his; we are his 

people, the sheep of his pasture.”    
 

 The Sheep = True Believers  
 

Isaiah 40:11 “He tends his flock like a shep-

herd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and car-
ries them close to his heart; he gently leads 

those that have young.”  
  

Summary for April 

Needed for Month $140,000 

Income Received  $  62,630 

Remaining Need   $  77,370 

Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,290 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,710  
You can now give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 

YOUR ASSIGNMENT 
 

As my father aged, he began to lose his hearing.  Hearing aids made a remarkable differ-
ence. A funny little habit about my dad - if he didn’t want to know what was going on 
around him, if he wanted to tune us out, he would simply turn off his hearing aid! Unfortu-
nately, many of us are the same way with God. If we don’t want to hear what He is saying, 
we just tune Him out. But how do we tune in to His voice if we really want to hear Him? 
 

Today, we look at one of the longest standing metaphors in Scripture to describe God and 
His desired relationship with us. Throughout the Old Testament, God is described as a 
Good Shepherd. The most classic example is the 23rd Psalm. Every line gives meaning to 
the kind of relationship God wants with us and the benefits that follow. Take a few minutes 
this week and read Psalm 23 and think of how Jesus, and His indwelling Spirit, is the ful-
fillment of those descriptions. 
 

In every good story, we know that there are trustworthy characters and those who are not. 
In our life story, we (like sheep) need someone to trust. Most of us move in and out of 
relationships with some measure of trust, but it is no surprise that we can find ourselves in 
relationships where we feel used. 
 

Here, in John 10, Jesus takes that age-old metaphor and applies it to Himself. Once again 
we see that what Jesus says and does are repeated claims to being God. He tells His 
listeners that there are those who cannot be trusted, devious in their motivations (the 
thief), while others are simply not as invested (the hired watchman) in the relationships as 
the shepherd. 
 

This was something every Israelite would have understood because shepherds were as 
common to them as a modern-day mailman. Shepherds were seen every day, and those 
who truly cared for their sheep were willing to do whatever it took to keep them safe. 
 

Read through John 10 and identify all of the key characters and the attributes that de-
scribe them. What does this chapter tell us about Christ, who He is and His desired rela-
tionship with us (the sheep)? 
 

One of the most dominant characteristics of the relationship between sheep and shepherd 
is the fact that the sheep recognize his voice. The reason this happened naturally in the 
flock was because of the time they spent together. It is really impossible to get good at 
hearing God’s voice if we spend little time listening to what He is saying.  
 

How do the following passages reflect the need to hear God well? Jer. 6:10 - why didn’t 
they hear? John 8:47 - to whom was he speaking? Mark 8:18 - what need is Jesus      
addressing? 2 Tim. 3:13-17 - what does Paul indicate would assist them in their ability to 
hear God? How do each of the following passages suggest we improve our hearing (Psa. 
46:10; John 15:7; and James 1:22)? 
 

When we really love someone, we want to hear them, know them and respond to what 
they are saying. Do you ever tune God out? How do you think you can cultivate and im-
prove your ability to hear God and stay tuned to His voice?  
 

Think through the following quote from an amazing author and pastor from the 1800’s, 
Andrew Murray: “It takes time and deep reverence and adoring worship to come under the 
full impression that he who dwells in the glory of the Father, before whom all heaven bows 
in prostrate adoration, is none other than He who offers to be my companion, to lead me 
like a shepherd, who cares for each individual sheep, and so to make me one of those 
who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.” 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 

April 16/17, 2016 



 

 The Thief and Robbers = False 
Shepherds and Satan  

 

Jeremiah 23:1 “ ‘Woe to the shepherds who are 
destroying and scattering the sheep of my pas-
ture!’ declares the LORD.”   
 
  

 The Dangers: Thieves, Robbers, 
Strangers, Hired Men and 
Wolves (See verses 1, 5, 8, 10 & 12) 

 

Matthew 7:15 “Watch out for false prophets. 
They come to you in sheep's clothing, but in-
wardly they are ferocious wolves.”   
 
  
 

Theme of the Context 
  

 Knowing the Voice of the Shep-
herd—The topic of listening is 
addressed six times (See verses 
3-5, 8, 16, & 27) 

 

“My sheep listen to my voice and 
follow me.” 

 

1. The Call of the Shepherd 
 

 The voice of a leader, not a 
stranger 

 

 He draws you out, not scares 
you out 

 

2. The Role of the Shepherd 
 

Verses 7-8 “Therefore Jesus said again, ‘I tell 
you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All 
who ever came before me were thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.’ ”   

 

 

 The voice of a savior, not a rob-
ber (thief) 

 

Verses 9-10 “I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved. He will come in and 
go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full.”   

 
 He gives you protection, not de-

ception 
 

3. The Dedication of the Shepherd 
 

Verse 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”   
 

 The voice of an owner, not a 
hired man 

 

Verses 12-13 “The hired hand is not the shep-
herd who owns the sheep. So when he sees 
the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock 
and scatters it. The man runs away because 
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep.”   

 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “Do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is 
in you, whom you have received from God? 
You are not your own; you were bought at a 
price.”   
 

 He cares for you out of commit-
ment, not convenience 

 
 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
4/16/16-4/17/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: Voice, Call, Role, 
Dedication, convenience 


