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Pastor Jeff Leis 

Following Jesus  
 

John 4:21-42 
 

Into a Surprise 

John 1:14 

The Big Surprise is that 
Grace 

Changes  
Everything 

 

1. Grace (Jesus) changes your defini-
tion - of what’s important 

 

Verse 10 “Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift 
of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 
would have asked him and he would have given you 
living water.’ ” 
 

Verse 21 “Jesus declared, ‘Believe me, woman, a 
time is coming when you will worship the Father nei-
ther on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.’ ” 
 

 Place is no longer what’s im-
portant 

 

 Race is no longer what’s im-
portant 

 
 

Summary for February 

Needed for Month $124,000 

Income Received  $  60,964 

Remaining Need $  63,036 

Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,270 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,730  
You can now give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 

YOUR ASSIGNMENT 
 

How did grace impact the woman in John 4 and how is it impacting you? 
 

Besides Jesus, our main character in John 4 is the Samaritan woman who Jesus 
meets at a well. We don’t know exactly what kind of things motivated her but we 
can make some general assumptions based on what we learn of her life. Rela-
tionally speaking, things were not exactly copacetic. She most likely had a natu-
ral need and desire for security, wanted to be loved, and longed for a purpose 
that would supersede her tumultuous circumstances. Stability would not be the 
adjective we’d use to describe where she found herself. Within a few minutes 
with Jesus, she went from spiritual darkness to enough light to expose her great-
est fear - another potential rejection. Yet what she realizes by Jesus’ warmth is 
that she wasn’t on the verge of rejection; she was standing on the edge of the 
most life-changing acceptance imaginable. This encounter, which surprised her 
and the disciples, changed everything. The Woman at the Well came face-to-
face with Jesus, came heart-to-heart with grace. Grace, through a relationship 
with Christ, has the power to change our ability to address our real issues and 
their underlying motivations. 
 

What kind of things motivate you? Are you aware of your internal drive - is it to be 
liked, to accomplish great things, or many things? Are you inspired by relation-
ships or by numbers, by activities or connections? Do you have a need to please 
or an urge to hide? The amazing thing that Jesus offers each one of us, as he did 
this woman, is a new internal guidance system. We are pulled in one direction or 
another by needs or desires, which are sometimes unconscious. The essence of 
Jesus’ message in John 4 is that if you knew about God’s grace, His uncondition-
al love and acceptance it would change everything in your life - would discover a 
well, a deep resource that would never expire. 
 

When we are walking in an intimate connection with Christ, our lives continually 
change. Grace - Christ’s generous presence - changes what we do and why we 
do it. Take a few minutes to journal today’s sermon by looking at each point and 
then asking yourself the following questions: 
 

 How is God's grace changing, or how should it be changing, your definition of 
what is important? 

 How is grace changing your communication?  Are you more or less gracious 
to people who are falling short and need grace? What can you do to reflect 
Christ (His grace), more in your communication? Make a list. 

 What currently brings you the greatest satisfaction? Write about a time when 
doing the will of God filled you up? What is keeping you from that now? 

 What are you doing to reach out to “Samaritans,” (people different from your-
self) for Christ? How could you help more with the “harvest?” 

 How did the motivation “shift” take place in the text and what could you do to 
experience greater ownership of your faith and motivation to follow Christ? 

 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 

February 20/21, 2016 



 

Verse 23 “… the time is coming - it has, in fact, come 
- when what you're called will not matter and where 
you go to worship will not matter. It's who you are 
and the way you live that count before God. Your 
worship must engage your spirit in the pursuit of 
truth. That's the kind of people the Father is out look-
ing for: those who are simply and honestly them-
selves before him in their worship.” (The Message—
MSG)  
 

 Grace is now what’s important 
 

John 4:28 “Then, leaving her jar, the woman went 
back to the town…” 
 

Acts 20:24 “… What matters most to me is to finish 
what God started: the job the Master Jesus gave me 
of letting everyone I meet know all about this incredi-
bly extravagant generosity of God. (MSG) 

 

 It’s surprising what matters most 
to grace (Jesus) 

 

2. Grace (Jesus) changes your commu-
nication 

 

Verse 9 “The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse 
to have anything to do with Samaritans.” (New Living 
Translation—NLT) 
 

Verse 27 “Just then his disciples returned and were 
surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no 
one asked, ‘What do you want?’ or ‘Why are you 
talking with her?’ ”  
 

 It’s surprising who grace (Jesus) 
will talk to 

 

Verses 28-29 “Then, leaving her water jar, the wom-
an went back to the town and said to the people, 
‘Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. 
Could this be the Christ?’ ”   
 

 It’s surprising what grace 
(Jesus) will talk about 

 

Colossians 4:6 “Let your conversation be always full 
of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how to answer everyone.”   

 

3. Grace (Jesus) changes your satis-
faction 

 

Verses 31-34 “Meanwhile his disciples urged him, 
‘Rabbi, eat something. But he said to them, ‘I have 
food to eat that you know nothing about.’ Then his 
disciples said to each other, ‘Could someone have 
brought him food?’ ‘My food,’ said Jesus, ‘is to do 
the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.’ 
”   
 

 It’s surprising how grace 
(Jesus) fills you up 

 

4. Grace (Jesus) changes your partici-
pation 

 

Verses 35-36 “Do you not say, ‘Four months more 
and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes 
and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 
Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now 
he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the 
sower and the reaper may be glad together.”   
 

 It’s surprising how grace 
(Jesus) moves your motivation 

 

5. Grace (Jesus) changes your why 
 
Verses 39-42 “Many of the Samaritans from that 
town believed in him because of the woman's tes-
timony, ‘He told me everything I ever did.’  So when 
the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay 
with them, and he stayed two days. And because 
of his words many more became believers. They 
said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just be-
cause of what you said; now we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this man really is the 
Savior of the world.’ ”   
 

 Because Jesus loves you & me 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
2/20/16-2/21/16 
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