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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Following Jesus  

Into True Spirituality 

(The Light) 

Part Two 

John 8:12-58 
 

I. The Setting: (the Mood) that false 
spirituality (or darkness) creates is:  

 

1. Fear among the first group (the 
people & crowd) of rejection.  

Question? Fight or Flight?  
 

John 7:13 “But no one would say anything pub-
licly about him for fear of the Jews.” 

  

2. Fear among the second group 
(teachers of the law & the Phari-
sees) of losing control. 

Question? Fight or Flight?  
 

John 7:32 “The Pharisees heard the crowd whisper-
ing such things about him (that Jesus might be the 
Messiah) Then the chief priest and the Pharisees 
sent temple guards to arrest him.” 
 

 Hostility and defensiveness 
among the second group 

  

John 7:23 “(Jesus asks) ‘why are you angry with me 
for healing the whole man on the Sabbath?’ ”   
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

Today we follow up on a conversation that we started last week: he differences between true and 
false Spirituality. John 7, 8, & 9 take place during the same period. The theme that runs through these 
chapters is that Jesus is the true light of God. True Spirituality is learning to walking in the light. False 
Spirituality is just another form of walking in the dark. False spirituality takes life instead of giving life, 
confusing us instead of guiding us; it creates bondage and condemnation instead of freedom. The 
following outline is an introduction  to the message today. Look over the following observations to 
understand more clearly how Jesus wants to set us free from what is false.  
 

Intro: Four Keys to John 7 and 8 

 1. What Jesus is Saying 
 

John 8:12 “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.” 
 

2. When Jesus is Saying It: During the Feast of Tabernacles 
 

John 7:2 “But when the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near…” (See 7:10, 11, 14, & 37)  
 

3. Where Jesus is Saying It: In the Temple 
 

John 8:2  “At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts… to teach them.” (See John 7:14, 28) 
  

4. Who Jesus is Saying It To 
 

The first group, “the crowd” and “the people” are the same group. 
 

John 7:12 “Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, ‘He is a good 
man.’ ” (See John 7:25 & 40, 8:2 & 8:12)  
 

The second group, “the Jews” and “the Teachers of the Law and Pharisees” are the same 
group. 
 

John 7:1  “… the Jews there were waiting to take his (Jesus) life.” (See 7:15, 8:3, 13, 22, 31, 48, 52) 
 

The first group calls the second group “the authorities.” 
 

John 7:26 “Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities 
really concluded that he is the Christ?” (See John 7:13) 
 

Fear is almost always a factor in life without Christ. We fear all kinds of things. In our text, both 
groups (the people/crowd, religious leaders, and Pharisees) were afraid. When we fear, there is an 
automatic response to do one of two things - FIGHT or FLIGHT. Both of these flow out of our flesh, 
natural responses. The people leaned toward “flight” for fear of rejection; the Pharisees leaned toward 
“fight” for fear of losing control.  
 

Which way do you lean in your own life? Are you more inclined to run from issues or fight back? 
 

Look at the three set of “Problems “or issues and share with someone an example of when that issue 
was true for you. 1) When the fear of another’s disapproval is more controlling than your desire for 
God’s approval. 2)  When your position (Theology) holds you more than you hold it, characterized by 
rigidity and an inability to hear another’s perspective. 3) When you make judgments by human stand-
ards rather than by Spiritual standards. 
 

The “Solution” that Jesus gives us in our passage is really just three nuances of the same solution. 
The remedy for darkness and false spirituality is an authentic relationship with God/Jesus. The exam-
ples that Jesus gives (see sermon notes) help us to see more clearly how we engage that relation-
ship. True belief is when we invite Christ to live within us (trusting who He is), which will motivate us 
to follow Jesus and discover His life, giving us light for our steps.  The result? Greater obedience 
(“holding to His teachings”), creating freedom from the things (sin) that controls us. Share with some-
one how you are learning to walk in a more authentic relationship with Jesus or how you might still 
struggle to stay engaged. What is similar about “believing, following and obeying”, and what is differ-
ent? 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 
 

March 19/20, 2016 



 

 There are nine references to 
kill or silence Jesus by the 
second group 

  

John 7:25 “… Isn't this the man they are trying to 
kill?” (See John 7:1, 19, 30, 32, 44 & 45, 8:20 & 59) 
 

II. The Problem (Mindset) created by 
false spirituality (or darkness):  

 

1. When the fear of another’s dis-
approval is more controlling 
than your own desire for God’s 
approval. (First Group)  

 

John 7:13  “But no one would say anything publicly 
about him for fear of the Jews.” 
 

John 8:29 “The one who sent me is with me; he has 
not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.”  
 

2. When your position (Theology) 
holds you more than you hold it; 
characterized by rigidity and an 
inability to hear another’s per-
spective (Second group).  

 

John 7:47-48 “ ‘You mean he has deceived you al-
so?’ the Pharisees retorted. ‘Have any of the rulers 
or of the Pharisees believed in him?’ ” 
 

Proverbs 18:2 “Fools have no interest in understand-
ing; they only want to air their own opinions.”  (New 
Living Translation—NLT)  
 

3. When you make judgments by 
human standards rather than by 
Spiritual standards (both 
groups).  

 

John 7:24 “Stop judging by mere appearances, and 
make a right judgment.” 
 

John 8:15 “You judge by human standards; I pass 
judgment on no one.” (See John 8:23) 

 

 

 

III. The Solution to overcome false 
Spirituality (Darkness):  

 

1. Believing in Jesus gives us 
Spiritual life.  

 

John 7:38-39  “Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow 
from within him. By this he meant the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were later to receive. Up 
to that time the Spirit had not been given, since  
Jesus had not yet been glorified.”  
 

 Changing us from within. 
 

2. Following Jesus gives us Spir-
itual light.  

 

John 8:12 “When Jesus spoke again to the people, 
he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever fol-
lows me will never walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.’ ”  
 

 Changes how we see.  
 

3. Obeying Jesus gives us Spiritu-
al freedom.  

 

John 8:31-36 “To the Jews who had believed him, 
Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are re-
ally my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free.’ They answered him, ‘We 
are Abraham's descendants and have never been 
slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be 
set free? Jesus replied, ‘I tell you the truth, every-
one who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to 
it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.’ ” 
 

 Changes how we hear. 
 

John 8:47 “Whoever belongs to God hears what 
God says. The reason you do not hear is that you 
do not belong to God.” 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
3/19/16-3/20/16 
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