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Pastor Jeff Leis 

Following Jesus  
 

John 6:1-15 
 

Into Faith 
 

Verses 5-6 “When Jesus looked up and saw a 
great crowd coming toward him, he said to Phil-
ip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for these people 
to eat?’ He asked this only to test him, for he 
already had in mind what he was going to do.” 

 

I. The Test of Faith 
 

1. By asking us to face our inade-
quacies  

 

Verse 7 “Philip answered him, ‘Eight months' 
wages would not buy enough bread for each 
one to have a bite!’ ”  
 

 They didn’t have enough time 
 

Verse 5 “Where shall we buy bread…”  
 

 They didn’t have enough 
money 

 

Verse 7 “Eight months’ wages would not buy 
enough…”  
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YOUR ASSIGNMENT 
 

A couple of weeks ago, we learned that Jesus offered the woman at Jacob’s well a 
resource that could create within her a perpetual well, an unquenchable spiritual re-
serve (John 4:10). One thing is for sure, we cannot follow Jesus well if we are not 
well-filled with faith. I believe one of the things that springs up in the hearts of true 
believers is their confidence (faith) in Christ. Hebrews 11:6 says, “Without faith, it is 
impossible to please God.” No wonder, in John 6:6 Jesus tested the disciples on the 
day he fed the 5,000. It was the perfect opportunity to enlarge their well; their spiritual 
confidence in what He could do, their faith. 
 

You may feel like your faith is needing some expansion, some deepening. Don’t wor-
ry, if you are increasing your connection to Jesus, He will increase your connection to 
faith. One follows the other. The more time you spend with Him, the more your faith 
will expand for Him. Conversely, if we do not allow God to enlarge our faith, we’ll nev-
er sense His calling to reach out to those who are in need around us. You cannot 
feed 5,000 people, but you can give Him your five “small” pieces of bread, and your 
two “small” fish. I love the description that John wants us to see. Not just bread and 
fish, “five small barley loaves, and two small fish”. If we suffer from an anemic faith, 
it’s because everything we see is “small” and insufficient. But if we see the God who 
asks us to give Him our small resource, and believe that He wants to use it to accom-
plish big things, now I am looking beyond my own limitations to the limitless possibili-
ties that God may want to accomplish through me. 
 

This week, look over your notes and ask yourself three questions about today’s text:  
1. Where does Jesus want to test my faith?  
2. Am I willing to meet the conditions of faith?  
3. Am I willing to follow Jesus’ example of faith? 
 

Is there anything that He (Jesus) may be doing that you are baffled by because you 
know, in and of yourself, you cannot do? Look up the following passages and see 
how the issue of faith usually has an undeniable quality to it that stretches our per-
ception of what is possible. Genesis 13:22/Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 15:5-6/Hebrews 
11:12; Genesis 18:11-14/Hebrews 11:11; and Exodus 14:21-31/Hebrews 11:29. How 
might Jesus be wanting to stretch or deepen your well of faith? 
 

The conditions of faith are always trusting and obeying. There are two sides of the 
same coin. How do the following verses call us to these conditions: Hebrews 11:6 & 
8; James 2:21-15; Galatians 5:6b? Where is Christ calling you to trust Him more and 
step into obedience? 
 

Christ’s example of faith was very straight forward - He started with what He had, was 
grateful for what He had, and gave what He had. Because we are called to follow 
Him, we must follow His example. Your next step might be the choice to extend your 
hand and give away what He has given you. I can just imagine the little boy who gave 
up his bread and fish in a single moment and gained a story that he must have told 
for the rest of his life. You may be one choice away from the story of your life. Some-
one has said, “Big stories come in the midst of a thousand faithful steps.” I hope and 
pray that you will step out in faith today. 
 

In His Love, 
Pastor Jeff 
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2. By reminding us that we don’t 
have to be significant for God to 
do something significant through 
us 

 

Verse 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley 
loaves and two small fish, but how far will they 
go among so many?” 
 

3. By showing us that He loves to 
use small things to accomplish 
big things. 

 

Verses 11-12 “Jesus then took the loaves, gave 
thanks, and distributed to those who were seat-
ed as much as they wanted. He did the same 
with the fish. When they had all had enough to 
eat, he said to his disciples, ‘Gather the pieces 
that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.’ ”  
 

II. The Conditions of Faith 
 

  Two Conditions:   
1.  
2. Trusting is believing what God 

says 
 

 Hebrews 11:1 “The fundamental fact of exist-

ence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the 
firm foundation under everything that makes life 
worth living. It's our handle on what we can't 
see.”  (The Message—MSG) 
 

2. Obeying is acting on what God 
says 

 

Two Examples: one positive and 
one negative example 

 

1. The core (the disciples) 
 

 The principle: Completely 
trusting and obeying does 
not require completely under-
standing 

 

 The result: the fruitfulness 
of His presence 

 

Verse 12-13 “… they all had enough… (and there 
were) leftovers.”  
 

2. The crowd (the people) 
 

Verses 14-15 “After the people saw the mirac-
ulous sign that   Jesus did, they began to say, 
‘Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into 
the world.’ Jesus, knowing that they intended 
to come and make him king by force, with-
drew again to a mountain by himself.”  
 

 The principle: God never 
needs us to force His agen-
da 

 

Verses 15a “Jesus, knowing that they intended 
to … make him king by force…”  
 

 The result: the withdrawal of 
His presence 

  

Verses 15b “Jesus… withdrew again to a 
mountain ….”  
 

III. The Example of Faith 
 

1. Be willing to start with what you 
have 

  

Verse 11a “Jesus took the loaves… ”  
2.  
3. Be grateful for what you have 

  
Verses 11b “Jesus … gave thanks…”    
  

3. Be ready to give what you have 
  
Verse 11c “Jesus… distributed… ”    

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
2/27/16-2/28/16 
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